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Summary

All living species, to a certain extent, come into conflicts under certain circumstances; human beings in
particular have experienced this phenomenon soon after coming down to the earth, where they had to
protect their interests from more powerful and forceful predators. The conflicts lead to fights, which result
in loss of lives and properties. Before Islamic era, Arab tribal fights would last for decades with
provisions of intermediate truce, as agreed by their tribal chiefs. The pre-Islamic fights were declared
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unlawful by the Prophet of Islam (S), soon after introducing the non-believers the laws of Islam and

people were encouraged to engage into dialogues and try to resolve their differences amicably.

The arguments in religion are called ‘Ahtijaj or ‘al-Jaddal’1, which as per traditions of Ma’sumin (‘a), one
must avoid unless one is forced into it. However, when discussing religion one should observe patience,
be polite and adopt respectful manners. A follower of Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), if compelled, is also advised to
use ‘Mubahala’ [asking for Allah (azwj)’s Wrath on the liar]. This short article presents some Ahadith of
Ma’sumin (‘a) on the topic of ‘Debate’ including some of the famous debates of Ma’sumin (‘a) with others

(i.e., Jews, Christian, Muslims, non-believers).

Introduction

Allah (azwj) has Warned the Muslim Ummah2 against getting into conflicts and creating divisions and

have Commanded them to remain united, for example Allah (azwj) says:
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“And hold fast by the covenant of Allah all together and be not disunited, and remember the
favour of Allah on you when you were enemies, then He united your hearts so by His favour you
became brethren; and you were on the brink of a pit of fire, then He saved you from it, thus does
Allah make clear to you His communications that you may follow the right way” (3: 103).

The difference of opinion, on almost all aspects of life and religious matters, has been and will exist,
which can be resolved without causing grievances and bloodshed. The Ahadith below explain how we

should resolve our religious differences and who should be the arbitrator(s).

The Matter Of Debate And Its Types
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Imam As-Sadiq (‘a) said, when it was mentioned in front of him about debating in religion, and that the
Messenger of Allah (S) and that the Imams (‘a) had forbidden it: ‘It does not mean perpetual prohibition,
but it has been forbidden to debate with others unless it is in a good manner. Have you not heard Allah

(azwij) says:
“And do not dispute with the followers of the Book except by what is best” (29:46).
And the Words of the High:

“Call to the way of your Lord with wisdom and goodly exhortation, and have disputations with
them in the best manner” (16: 125).

Argue with them in a manner which is good, and that is what the scholars have been told, and a debate,

which is not ‘in good manners’, is forbidden. Allah (azwj) has Made it prohibited to our (‘a) Shi’a.

And how can Allah (azwj) have Prohibited all debates and He (azwj) has Said: ‘And they say: None shall
enter the garden (or paradise) except he who is a Jew or a Christian’. And Allah (azwj) said: ‘These are
their vain desires. Say: Bring your proof if you are truthful’. True knowledge and faith are based on
proofs, and are proofs presented except by arguments which are in a goodly manner?'3 (Hadith

continues below)

Which Type Of Debate Is Forbidden?
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They said to him: 'O son of the Messenger of Allah (S)! Why should debate in a good manner be

differentiated from one which is not in a goodly manner?'

The Imam (‘a) said: ‘As for the debate which is not in a goodly manner, this is one where you are
debating against a falsehood, and he presents to you arguments to you which are false, you instead of
presenting those counter arguments which have been Established by Allah (azwj), you, however, fight
against his words, or fight against the truth in order to reject his falsehood. You fight against the ‘truth’ in
the fear that it might constitute as proof against you, and you do not know how sincere he is. And that
(this type of argument) is prohibited for our (‘a) Shi’a for it might result in mischief among their weak

brothers and on the wrongdoers. The wrongdoers go to the weakest of the weak among you, and



present arguments, and ‘the weak one’ does not have with him any proof against the falsehood. The
weak become grieved at seeing a ‘weak one’ being destroyed at the hands of a wrongdoer4. (Hadith

continues below)

The Good Debate
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And the debate which is good is the one which Allah (azwj) Ordered His (azwj) Prophet (S) to do against
the one who disputed the resurrection after death and his life. Allah (azwj) said about this:

“And he strikes out a likeness for Us and forgets his own creation. Says he: Who will give life to
the bones when they are rotten?” (36:78).

Allah (azwj) said in Refutation to him:

“Say” [0 Muhammad]! ‘He will give life to them Who brought them into existence at first, and He
is cognizant of all creation” (36:79).

“He Who has made for you the fire [to burn] from the green tree, so that with it you kindle [fire]”
(36:80).

(Hadith continues below)
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Allah (azwj) Intended from His Prophet (S) that he (S) should argue against the wrongdoer who said:
'How is it possible for these bones to be brought back alive when they have become dust?' Allah (azwj)
said: “Say: He will give life to them, Who brought them into existence at first” How can He (azwj) be
frustrated from repeating its creation when He (azwj) initially Created without any thing? But its initial
creation is more difficult than to be recreated. Then He (azwj) said: “He Who has made for you the fire
(to burn) from the green tree” meaning, the One Who (azwj) can Create fire from a wet green tree, you
should know that He (azwj) Would have the Ability to create that’. (Hadith continues below)
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Then He (azwj) said:

“Is not He Who created the heavens and the earth able to create the like of them? Yea! and He is
the Creator (of all), the Knower” (36:81).

Meaning, the Creation of the heavens and the earth was greater and more difficult in your estimation and
power, and so how do you consider that it was Allah (azwj) Who has Created and is not a surprise for
you, but you do not consider Him (azwj) to be able to re—create that, which is easier?' Imam As-Sadiq
(‘a) said: 'This is the argument which is in a good manner, for it cuts off the excuses of the infidels and
eliminates doubts'. (Hadith continues below)
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And as for the argument, which is not good, is where you fight against truth and it becomes impossible
to differentiate between the falsehood and that which you are fighting him with, and in fact you defend

against falsehood by fighting against the truth. This is what is prohibited for you will have become like

him. He fought against the truth, and you fought against another truth'. (Hadith continues below)
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Imam Abu Muhammad Al-Hasan Al-‘Askari (‘a) said: 'When a man stood up and said to him (‘a): 'O son
of the Messenger of Allah (S)! Did the Messenger of Allah (S) engage in debate?' Imam As-Sadiq (‘a)
said: ‘When you think of anything about the Messenger of Allah (S), do not think of him (S) being against
Allah (azwj), or has not Allah (azwj) said:

“Call to the way of your Lord with wisdom and goodly exhortation” (16: 125).
And aid:

“Say: He will give life to them, Who brought them into existence at first” (36:79).



When Allah (azwj) has Said thus, can you now even think that the Messenger of Allah (S) would have
gone against this Order of Allah (azwj), and did not argue with them in accordance with this order of
Allah (azwj), and did receive the news from Allah (azwj) about His (azwj) Order, that He (S) informed
of?'5

The Debate Of Prophet Muhammad

There are several debates of Holy Prophet (S), and Ma’sumin (‘a), see for example ‘Ahtijaj al-Tabrisi,

‘Uyun Akbar Ar-Ridha’ and al-Kafi, we have included few examples in the Appendix | and II.

Entering Into Debates
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A number of our people have narrated from Ahmad Ibn Muhammad Ibn Khalid from Muhammad lbn ‘Isa
from Muhammad Ibn ‘Arafah who has said the following:

‘| heard Abu al-Hasan, Ar-Ridha’ (‘a) saying: ‘The Messenger of Allah (S) would say: ‘When my
followers postpone asking others to do good and prohibit them from committing evil, they, in so doing,

allow affliction to befall upon them from Allah (azwj)’.6
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Muhammad Ibn Yahya has narrated from Ahmad Ibn Muhammad Ibn ‘Isa from Muhammad Ibn Yahya

from Ghiyath Ibn Ibrahim who has said the following:

‘Abu Abd Allah (‘a) upon coming across a group of people having an argument would not pass by
without always saying three times loudly: “You must maintain piety in the presence of Allah (azwj).’7

Amir Al-Mu’minin Stops ‘Ammar From Debating
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Amir Al-Mu’minin (‘a) after hearing ‘Ammar lbn Yasir asking and answers questions from Mughara Ibn



Shaaba said: O ‘Ammar! Leave this man alone; he has only taken that part of the religion which he had
required for the worldly benefits, (for the rest of the religion) he has, on purpose, embraced ambiguities

so that he could justify his wrongdoing8.

One Should Stop Discussion When It Comes To Allah
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Muhammad Ibn Yahya has narrated from Ahmad Ibn Muhammad from Ibn Abu ‘Umayr from ‘Abd al-
Rahman Ibn al-Hajjaj from Sulayman Ibn Khalid who has narrated the following from Abu Abd Allah (‘a):
Abu Abd Allah (‘a) said: The words of Allah (azwj) that say:

“And that the final end is unto thy Lord” (53:42).

Is to instruct people to end a discussion that may take up Allah (azwj)’s Self as an object of
investigation.’9

One Should Avoid Debates
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A number of our people have narrated from Ahmad Ibn Muhammad Ibn Khalid from his father from lbn
Abu Umayr from Muhammad lbn Humran from Abu Ubaydah (Ziyad lbn ‘Isa) al-Hadhdha who reports

the following from Abu Ja’far (‘a):

‘O Ziyad, beware of debates; they create doubts, invalidate one’s good deeds and turn one into a
complete wreck. One may say a thing and perhaps, he will not be forgiven. In the past there lived a
people who ignored acquiring the necessary knowledge. Instead, they sought a knowledge that was not
required of them. They came to speak of Allah’s Self and they became confused. Their extreme
perplexity was such that if called from the front they would reply to the back and to the front if called from
the back.

‘In another Hadith it reads, ‘They (confused people mentioned above) totally vanished in the land, the
earth (due to confusion). 10’



Mubahala Against Enemies Of Ahl Al-Bayt

Abu Sarruk said to Imam Ja’far As-Sadiq (‘a) that we present Qur’anic Verses to our opponents (in

beliefs) to prove they are on the unjust path. When we present:
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“O you who believe! obey Allah and obey the Messenger and those in authority from among you”
(4:59).

They say that the ‘Ulil al-Amr’ are the high rank rulers, we present another Verse as proof:
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“Only Allah is your Wali and His Messenger and those who believe, those who keep up prayers
and pay the poor-rate while they bow” (5:55).

They say that this Verse is for ordinary Mu’minin, we present the Verse of Mawaddah:
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“Say: | do not ask of you any reward for it but love for my near relatives” (42:23).

They say that ‘Filqurab’ means the near relatives of Mu’minin. | knew other Verses of Qur’an and
presented to them but they came up with similar unrealistic justifications.

Imam (‘a) said: You should ask them for the ‘Mubahala’11 upon encountering this situation. | asked how

could | do ‘Mubahala’?

Imam (‘a) replied: you should, first, spend three days to cleanse your soul through ‘Ibadah’, keep fast
and invite your opponent to a higher elevation (i.e., hill), upon reaching there you should put his right-
hand fingers into your right hand and try to be fair with him and reciting first as: Ya Allah (azwj) Who is
the Lord of the Earth and Heavens, the One who knows about the present and what to come. The most
kind and the most Merciful, if this person has denied the ‘Just’ and supported the ‘unjust’, then please
send down you wrath on him from the skies what he deserves or hit him with painful tragedy. And then
ask your opponent to repeat the same words that if this person has denied the right and favoured the
unjust then send down Your (azwj) wrath onto him and strike him with calamities. Thus, you will see him
in immense troubles without any prior signs of them. The narrator says, by my Lord, no one accepted my
Mubahala offer when | proposed it to others12. In another Imam Muhammad Bagir (‘a) says the time for



Mubahala is between the Fajr till the sunrise (a tradition of Muhammad Bagqir (‘a) also presents the same
tradition) 13.

1. Munazirah: defending one’s views.

2. Nation.

3. Tafsir Imam Hasan Al-‘Askari, p. 528, h.322.
4. Tafsir Imam Hasan Al-‘Askari, p. 528, h.322.
5. Tafsir Imam Hasan Al-‘Askari, p. 528, h.322.
6. Tafsir Imam Hasan Al-‘Askari, p. 528, h.13.
7. Al-Kafi, vol, 5, Ch. 21, h. 12.

8. Nahj ul-Balagha, saying no. 405.

9. Al-Kafi, Vol. 1, h. 245; Ch. 8, h. 2.

10. Al-Kafi, Vol. 1, h 247; Ch. 8, h. 4.

11. Sending Allah (azwj)’s curse on the liar, as per the Verse of Mubahala:
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“But whoever disputes with you in this matter after what has come to you of knowledge, then say: Come let us call our sons
and your sons and our women and your women and our near people and your near people, then let us be earnest in

prayer, and pray for the curse of Allah on the liars” (3:61).

12. ‘Usul al-Kafi, vol. 5, ch. 34, tradition 1.
13. ‘Usul al-Kafi, vol. 5, ch. 34, tradition 2.
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Appendix 1: Argumentations And Discussions
Of The Prophet
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Imam Hasan Al-‘Askari (‘a) said: 'lt has been narrated to me (‘a) from Al-Bagqir (‘a) from my forefather Ali
lbn Al-Husayn Zayn Al-"Abidin (‘a) from his (‘a) father Al-Husayn lbn Ali (‘a) the Chief of the Martyrs,
from the Commander of the Faithful Ali Ion Abu Talib (‘a), may the salutations of Allah (azwj) be upon
them (‘a) all that: 'People of five religions had gathered around the Messenger of Allah (S) — The Jews
and the Christians, and the Dahriyya (Eternalists) and the Dualists and the Arab Polytheists'.
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The Jews said: 'We are saying that Uzayr is the son of Allah (azwj), and we have come to you (S) O
Muhammad (S), to see what you (S) have to say. If you (S) follow us, then we have preceded you (S) in

rewards and are higher, and if you (S) are against us, we will discuss with you (‘a).
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And the Christians said: 'We are saying that, the Messiah (‘a) is the son of Allah (azwj) and is united with
Him (azwj), and we have come to you, O Muhammad (S), to see what you (S) have to say. If you (S)
follow us, then we have preceded you (S) in rewards and higher, and if you (S) are against us, we will

discuss with you (‘a).
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And the Dahriyya said: 'We are saying that all things have no beginning and they are eternal, and we
have come to you (S) O Muhammad (S), to see what you (S) have to say. If you (S) follow us, then we

have preceded you (S) in rewards and higher, and if you (S) are against us, we will discuss with you (‘a).
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And the Dualists said: 'We are saying that light and darkness are two controlling affairs of the universe,
and we have come to you (S) O Muhammad (S), to see what you (S) have to say. If you (S) follow us,
then we have preceded you (S) in rewards and higher, and if you (S) are against us, we will discuss with

you (‘a).
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And the Arab Polytheists said: 'We are saying that our idols are gods, and we have come to you (S) O
Muhammad (S), to see what you (S) have to say. If you (S) follow us, then we have preceded you (S) in

rewards and higher, and if you (S) are against us, we will discuss with you (‘a).
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The Messenger of Allah (S) said: 'l (S) believe in One Allah (azwj) without any partner with Him (azwj),
and disbelieve in all creators apart from Him (azwj). Then he (S) said to them: 'Allah (azwj) has Sent me
to all people as good News and as a Warner to them, a Proof over all the worlds. And Allah (azwj) will

Repel all the plots from the plotters against His (azwj) Religion back upon them'.
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The he (S) said to the Jews: 'You have come to me (S) that | (S) should accept your words without
proof?' They said: 'No'. He (S) said: 'Then what makes you claim that Uzair is the son of Allah (azwj)?'
They said: '‘Because, he revived the Torah for the Children of Israel after it had gone away, and he would

not have done this had he not been His (azwj) son'.
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The Messenger of Allah (S) said: 'How did Uzair become the son of Allah (azwj) and not Musa (‘a) when
it was him (‘a) that went to them with the Torah, and they saw from him (‘a) miracles that you know
about? And if Uzair is the son of Allah (azwj) when his prestige was manifested from the revival of the
Torah, Musa (‘a) was more deserving and higher, if this is the scale from the prestige of Uzair which
necessitates him being His (azwj) son, Musa (‘a) 's prestige is more and it would necessitate him (‘a) to
have a status higher than that of a son. Your understanding from a son, to be a product of the union of
the father and the mother, that you witness in this world. This would make you to be disbelievers in Allah
(azwj) for likening Him (azwj) to His (azwj) creation, and it would necessitate you in this, by the qualities
that you have narrated, that there would be a creator who created Him (azwj), who would be from the

beginning'.
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They said: 'We do not mean this, for this is infidelity as you (S) have mentioned. But, we mean by this
that he is His (azwj) son due to the dignity that he had, and there is no birth over there. This is like when
some of our scholars, when they intend to bestow status on someone apart from the others, they refer to
him as: 'O my son!' and 'He is my son!' There is no birth involved here, for they have referred to him with
that and he is a stranger with whom they have no biological connection. And similarly, when Uzair did

that which he did, He (azwj) Took him as a son to bestow prestige, and not as a birth'.
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The Messenger of Allah (S) said: ‘This is what | (S) have been telling you. If this necessitates Uzair to be
the son of Allah (azwj), then the status of Musa (‘a) is higher, and Allah (azwj) Exposes all falsehood that
is being said and Overturns to him as a proof. You are arguing in your claim that greatness is bestowed
upon the stranger, when there is no biological connection between them, by saying about him that, this
is my son but not from birth, then it will also be a matter of greater prestige to refer to another stranger,
that this is my brother, and to another that, this is my Sheikh, and to another that, this is my Chief, by
way of prestige.

It would be a matter of greater prestige by this talk, with you, that Musa (‘a) should be referred to as the
brother of Allah (azwj) or His (azwj) Sheikh, or father or Chief, for these are more prestigious titles. You
would say to him: 'O my Chief, and O my Sheikh, and O my uncle, and O my President, O my
commander, by way of prestige. The more prestigious a person, then the more prestigious a title he is
referred to. Is it permissible among you to refer to Musa (‘a) as the brother of Allah (azwj), or Sheikh, or
uncle, or president, or chief, or commander? Because the more prestigious a person is the more
prestigious way he is referred to: 'O my Sheikh, or O my Chief, or O my Uncle, or O my President, of O
my Commander.

Sleai Badine sl 4y Fg, kil : gl LW il Logd Sani Glaf wana U :lsllis 15 penis podll g 18
Al (Sagy.



Imam Hasan Al-‘Askari (‘a) said: 'The Jews were speechless and confused and said: 'O Muhammad (S)!
Give us some time to ponder over what you (S) have said to us. He (S) said: 'Look into this with a

believing heart and Allah (azwj) will Guide you'.
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Then he (S) turned towards the Christians and said to them: 'And you are saying that the Almighty Who
(azwj), from the beginning is united with the Messiah (‘a), His (azwj) son. What do you intend with this?
Do you intend by this that the One Who (azwj) is from before, is with the one who (‘a) was created after,
and he (‘a) is Isa (‘a)? Or that the created one, who is Isa (‘a) has been with the eternal One from before
Who is Allah (azwj)? Or do you mean by your words “He (azwj) is united with him (‘a)”, he (‘a) has been
honoured especially, and no one else other than him (‘a) has been so? If you intend that the eternal High
One (azwj) is together with the temporal one, this is invalid, for it is impossible for the eternal Being to be
with the temporal one from before. And if you intend that the temporal being is with the Eternal Being, it
is impossible, for the temporal being as well cannot be with the Eternal Being from before. If you intend
that he (‘a) has been united with Him (azwj), and has been Made to be special and chosen over the rest
of His (azwj) servants, then you would be invalidating that he (‘a) has been united with Him (azwj) from
before. And if Allah (azwj) was united with him (‘a), meaning together with him (‘a) being the prestigious

one of the creation, and is therefore a temporal being, this would be against what you said before'.
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Imam Hasan Al-‘Askari (‘a) said: 'The Christians said: 'O Muhammad (S)! When Allah (azwj) Manifested
by the hands of Isa (‘a) strange things that He (azwj) Manifested, He (azwj) Took him (‘a) to be His
(azwj) son by way of prestige'. The Messenger of Allah (S) said to them: 'You have heard what | (S)

have said to the Jews in this meaning, that you are mentioning to me (S) "
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Then he (S) repeated that to all of them. They were all silent, except for one man from them who said: 'O
Muhammad (S)! Are you (S) not saying that Ibrahim (‘a) is the Friend of Allah (azwj)?' He (S): 'We say
that'. He said: 'If you (S) are saying that, why are you (S) stopping us saying that Isa (‘a) is the son of
Allah (azwj)?' The Messenger of Allah (S) said: 'These two are not similar. We (S) are saying that
Ibrahim (‘a) is the Friend (Khaleel) of Allah (azwj), it is derived from 'Khullat' or 'Khallat'. If you take as
being derived from 'Khullat', then it stands for poverty and destitution. The Friend of Allah (azwj) is needy
to his (‘a) Lord (azwj), and to Him (azwj) he (‘a) is, being cut off from the others, needless of them. And
that when he (‘a) was catapulted into the fire, Allah (azwj) Sent Jibrail and Said to him: '‘Consider My

(azwj) servant'.
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He flew and met him (‘a) in mid-air, and said: 'Ask me, for Allah (azwj) has Sent me for your (‘a) help'.
He (‘a) said: 'But sufficient for me (‘a) is Allah (azwj) and is the best Disposer of affairs. | (‘a) do not ask
other than Him (azwj), and have no need from any, other than Him (azwj) . He (‘a) was Named as
Friend (Khaleel), poor to Him (azwj), needy of Him (azwj), and the one cut off from all apart from Him

(azwj).
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And if you were to take that meaning from 'Khullat, and he (‘a) would be involved, by this meaning, and
was Made aware of such secrets that apart from him (‘a) no one else had the knowledge of, and His
(azwj) Orders, and this does not necessitate the likening of Allah (azwj) with His (azwj) creation. Do you
see that had he (‘a) not cut himself off from others, he (‘a) would not have been His (azwj) Friend? And if
he (‘a) was not aware of His (azwj) Secrets he (‘a) would not have been His (azwj) Friend? And one who
is a son of a man, whether he is insulted by him or thrown out, it does not exit him from being his son?

This is because the meaning of son by birth has been established.

ol gt of Gl Longl ams il e o] hslsis il Lpung®i o - Lula cuall call JB Y - am g o]
aily i) Liagl wge o] 11588 c e po Ol Lo sas 0 o ol 3amall (o da sl (6 cdly) 4] 2 gau sl



d&yﬂﬁﬁidﬁ“aﬁaiij\gmjaMJw:&hdl L'\.Aulc.b.l}ijofjﬁ.

Then it necessitates, because Allah (azwj) has Referred to Ibrahim (‘a) as a Friend, in your analogy by
saying that Isa (‘a) is His (azwj) son, then this would also necessitate Musa (‘a) as well to be referred by
you as His (azwj) son, because he (‘a) had miracles similar to those of Isa (‘a). You would also call Musa
(‘a) as His (azwj) son as well, and it would permit you to say in this meaning: 'His (azwj) Sheikh, and His
(azwj) Chief, and His (azwj) Uncle, and His (azwj) President, and His (azwj) Commander, as mentioned
to the Jews'
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One of them said: 'And it is in the Book Sent down, that Isa (‘a) said: 'l (‘a) am going to my (‘a) Father
(azwj) . The Messenger of Allah (S) said: 'If you are doing things according to that Book, then it is there
“l (‘a) am going to my (‘a) Father (azwj) and your Father (azwj) “. All those that have been addressed
here were sons of Allah (azwj) just like Isa (‘a) was His (azwj) son, by the same token. Then, what is in
this Book invalidates this meaning of yours that you are thinking of, that son-ship is especially for Isa
(‘a). You are saying that he (‘a) is His (azwj) son, for the Almighty has made him (‘a) to be special apart
from others, and you know that Isa (‘a) was Made to be special which the other people were not made to
be, those that were addressed by him (‘a) when he (‘a) said: 'l (‘a) am going to my (‘a) Father (azwj) and
your Father (‘a). This invalidates the specialization of Isa (‘a), for it has been established by you that
there is no one special like Isa (‘a) and the same words have been used for others “my (‘a) Father (azwj)
and your Father (azwj)” and could have meant something other than what you have taken it to be for he
(‘a) could be saying that: 'l (‘a) am going to Adam (‘a), and to Noah (‘a). Allah (azwj) will Elevate me (‘a)
like them and Make me (‘a) to be with them (‘a), and Adam (‘a) is my (‘a) father and your father, and

similarly, Noah (‘a). But, in fact, he (‘a) did not mean anything other than this by it'
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Imam Hasan Al-‘Askari (‘a) said: 'The Christians were silenced and said: 'We have not see an arguer

like the one today, and we shall look into our affairs'.
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Then the Messenger of Allah (S) turned towards the Dahriyya (Eternalists) and said: 'And you are
making the claim by your words that all things have no beginning and are eternal, never passed away
and will never pass away?' They said: 'We only issue judgment by what we see, and we have not found
in things anything temporal, and so we have issued the principle that they have been here from the

beginning, and we did not find in them anything that is destructive, and so have issued the principle that
they will not pass away'.
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The Messenger of Allah (S) said: 'Did you find them to be such before the beginning, or did you find that
they will remain forever? For if you were to say: 'We have found these to be like that, then you have
established for yourselves, that your faces and your intellects will not pass away and will not come to an
end, and you will not pass away as well for you are saying this in defiance to the eyes and in falsification
to the world that has witnessed you'. They said: 'But we have neither witnessed these from before nor

will we be witnessing them into eternity'.
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The Messenger of Allah (S) said: 'How can you pass judgment on them being from before and their
remaining for all eternity? This is because you have neither witnessed their coming into being, and their
becoming non-existent. Does this make you higher than the one who like you, passes judgment of their
occurrence and non- occurrence because he has not witnessed their being present from before and into
all eternity, or do you not witness the night and the day, each one of them after the other?' They said:
'Yes'. He (S) said: 'Do you not see that both of them, neither of pass away nor both of them?' They said:

'Yes'. He (S) said: 'Is it possible, with you, that the night and day will become one?' They said: ‘No'.

ot S I saay Lyle I 0 sSy s cLanaad G Ha¥! e Laaaal oy 136 iy aule all L Jlas
g dule all Lo J8 o3 5,08 all 15,S05 Y Lo saali o - lgis Jul oo pai Lo gany piaSa s 14



Y 2l AT (Sl Lo s i aliie jud 2pls L6 Solita st T slita leilly il cyo (KL Lo oyl siaf
Sanay gutl 08 Jall T (il gl JU i 215108 Ll Laglo toib Y5 oIS a8 st ol liie 4] :g2ls o
20 115108 Sopaiann Lo glans oty ol Lo haas oisisle il

He (S) said: 'If one of them were to be cut off from the other, will the other continue after it?' They said:
‘That is so'. He (S) said: Then you have passed judgment on the temporal nature of the bygone day and
night, both of which you have not witnessed. Do not be deniers of the Power of Allah (azwj) . The he (S)
said: 'What you have said before about the night and the day, are they finite or infinite? For if you were
to say infinite, then how does the second one come to you without ending the first? And if you were to
say finite, then you will have to admit that there was a time when none of them were present’. They said:
'Yes'. He (S) said to them: 'You have said that the universe does not have a beginning, and did not come
into being, and you know the meaning of what you agree to by it and what you fight against? They said:

'Yes.
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The Messenger of Allah (S) said: 'This is what we see from the things, some of them are dependent on
the others, because some of them cannot be established except by the others. Do you see a
construction that some parts are dependent on some others or else it would not stand or be complete.
The same is for the rest of what you see'. And he (S) said: 'If this was all interdependent on each other
for strength and completion, and the completed state is eternal, tell me (S), if the parts were temporal,

how would the completed structure be? What would be its qualities?"
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Imam Hasan Al-‘Askari (‘a) said: ‘They were astonished and confused, and knew that they will never find
a temporal matter and classify it and think of It as being part of the whole, and then claim the completed

state to be eternal. They were dumbstruck and said: 'We will look into our affairs'.
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Then the Messenger of Allah (S) turned towards the Thanawiyya (Dualists) — who said that light and
darkness are the governing forces — and said: 'And you, what is it that makes you to claim that which
you say from this?' They said: 'We have found in the universe duality, good and evil, and found good to
be opposite of evil. We deny that there is one doer of something as well as its opposite, but each of it
has a different doer. You see, ice cannot give heat just like it is impossible for fire to give out coolness.
This has proven to us that there are two forces from before, darkness and light'
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The Messenger of Allah (S) said to them: 'Have you not found to be in existence black, and white, and
red, and yellow, and green and blue? And each one of them is opposite to the rest of them, and it is
impossible for any two of them to be together in one place, just like heat and cold are two opposite and it
is impossible for them to be together in one place?' They said: 'Yes' They why have you not proven it to
yourselves for all these types a different doer, for the doer of one cannot be the doer of the opposite

one?' Imam Hasan Al-‘Askari (‘a) said: ‘They were silenced'.
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Then he (S) said: 'And how can light be mixed with darkness, and this one has the quality of ascension
and this one has the quality of descent? You see, if a man walks towards the east and another to the
west, do you find it possible for them to meet up on the way face to face?' They said: 'No'. He (S) said:
‘This necessitates that light and darkness will never mix for each of them is on another direction. How did
this universe come into being, from the blending of those that are impossible to blend? But, they are both

forces of creation altogether'. They said: 'We will look into our affairs'.
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Then he (S) turned towards the Arab Polytheists and said: 'And you, why are you worshipping idols apart



from Allah (azwj)?' They said: 'We draw nearer to Allah (azwj) by that. He (S) said: 'Or do they listen,
obey their Lord (azwj) worship Him (azwj), so that you draw closer to Allah (azwj) by their greatness?'
They said: 'No'. He (S) said: 'You are the ones who made them with your hands?' They said: 'Yes'. He
(S) said: 'If they were to worship you then that could have been permissible rather than you to worship
them. Have you been Ordered to revere them by the One Who (azwj) knows your betterment and the
consequences, and is Wise in what efforts He (azwj) Places on you?
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When the Messenger of Allah (S) said that, there were differences among them. Some of them said:
'Allah (azwj) had Entered in a man who was of such a face, which we have, and these are the faces of

such people. We revere them with our reverence those faces in whom our Lord (azwj) had Entered.
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And another group of them said: 'These are the images of people who lived in history and they were
obedient to Allah (azwj) before us. These are the likeness of their faces, and we worship them in

reverence to Allah (azwj)’.
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And another group of them said: 'When Allah (azwj) Created Adam (‘a), and Ordered the Angels to
prostrate to him (‘a), this gives us more right than the prostration of Angels to Adam (‘a), and that is what
we do. We make the images of him (‘a) and prostrate to them to be nearer to Allah (azwj), just like the
Angels drew closer to Allah (azwj) by prostrating to Adam (‘a). And if you (‘a) have been ordered to
prostrate, as per your (S) allegation, towards Mecca, and you (S) are doing that, then you established in
other cities, with your hands, niches where you prostrate towards it, and your intention is towards the
Ka’abah and not your niches, and your intention is to Allah (azwj) and not to the Ka’abah'.
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The Messenger of Allah (S) said: 'You have erred in your ways and have gone astray, and you — (and he
(S) was addressing those who had said: 'Allah (azwj) had Entered into a man who had this face which
we have imagined, and made these and revere them in our reverence those faces in which our Lord
(azwj) had Entered) — you have attributed to your Lord (azwj) with the attributes of the creatures, or your
Lord (azwj) Entered into something until He (azwj) was overcome with that thing? What is the difference
then between that and the rest of those, which contain colour, and taste and smell, smoothness, and
roughness, and heaviness and lightness'.
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And why is the recipient body temporal and that which went into it is eternal apart from the recipient
body being eternal and the entering one being temporal, and how did it become needy for a one which
will pass away before the eternal one and He (azwj) is the Almighty, who will not Pass away? You have
attributed the attributes of a temporal being of entering, then it necessitates you to attribute to Him (azwj)
the attributes of decline, and of temporal nature. And since you have attributed Him (azwj) with the
attributes of entering, and declining, then you also have to attribute Him (azwj) with the attribute of
destruction. All these are the attributes of the recipient body and the one entering into it, and all these
are without the self, for it will have to be permissible for change to take place. If the Self of Allah (azwj)
does not Change when Entering into something, then it is also possible for change not to take place with
movement or stillness, and blackness and whiteness and redness and yellowness when they enter into

something. These are all the attributes of temporal beings and Allah (azwj) is Higher than that'.
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Then the messenger of Allah (S) said: ‘This invalidates your conjecture that Allah (azwj) Enters into
something, and therefore your destroyed what you built in your words'. Imam Hasan Al-‘Askari (‘a) said:
‘The group were silenced and said: 'We shall look into our affairs'.
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Then he (S) towards the second group and said to them: 'Tell me, when you worship the images of
those who were the worshippers of Allah (azwj), prostrate to them and Pray to them, and place your
honourable faces onto the ground, by prostration to them, what have you left for the Lord (azwj) of the
worlds? Do you not know that that it is His (azwj) Right not to be regarded as equal to His (azwj)
servants? Do you see a great king, when he is equalled to his servant in veneration, reverence and
submission, would belittle him in his greatness like the increase in the reverence to the small one?' They
said: 'Yes'
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He (S) said: 'Do you not realize that in revering Allah (azwj) by revering the images of His (azwj)
obedient servant, you are insulting the Lord (azwj) of the worlds?' Imam Hasan Al-‘Askari (‘a) said: 'The
group was silenced, and afterwards said: 'We shall look into our affairs'.
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Then the Messenger of Allah (S) said to the third group: 'You have compared yourselves with us and we
are not equal. | (S) am a servant of Allah (azwj), Created and Nourished, acting in accordance with what
we have been Ordered to do, and staying away from what we have been Prohibited from. We worship
Him (azwj) in whichever way He (azwj) Wants us to. If He (azwj) Orders us to a particular way from all
the ways, we obey Him (azwj) and do not go in any other way which He (azwj) has neither Ordered us to
nor Permitted us. We do not know of His (azwj) Intention from us in the first way and He (azwj) does not
Like the second one, and He (azwj) has Prohibited us to precede Him (azwj). When He (azwj) Ordered
us to worship towards the Ka’abah, we obeyed Him (azwj). Then He (azwj) Ordered us to worship Him
(azwj) by facing towards the Ka’abah from the rest of the cities, we obeyed Him (azwj). We never exited
from anything of His (azwj) order from the beginning. And Allah (azwj) the Almighty Ordered the
prostration to Adam (‘a), He (azwj) did not Order the prostration to his (‘a) image for that is other than
him (‘a) and it is not for you to draw analogies from, because you do not know that you might be doing

that which you have not been Ordered to do"

I3 any aslani of oI digay Logs aylo Jsas day oI 030 of il g agle alll Los all Jsuny ogd JUs



SFosnie ora luie sf il e Lgi oy oS a5l So sl ais Lelia coal ad ol Tolas oF (I o S0 yal iy
W o3l o Y o 21l Sl jaT adal cosianli of ol gl a1l - Sl 153l o (I il g0 oo il
Ja¥l bl s WS sl &

And the Messenger of Allah (S) said: 'Do you see, if a man permits you to enters his house one day,
does this give you the permit to enter his house after that without his order? Or can you enter another
one of his houses without his order? Or if a man endows you a dress from his dresses, or a servant from
his servants, or an animal from his animals, is it for you to take this?' They said: 'Yes' He (S) said: 'And if
you do not take it and decide to take something else like that instead?' They said: 'No, for he has not
permitted us to take the second one as he had permitted us to take the first'.
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He (S) said: ‘Tell me (S), Is not Allah (azwj) Higher that no one should precede Him (azwj) in any matter
in His (azwj) Kingdom without His (azwj) Order or other servants?' They said: 'But, Allah (azwj) is Higher
that there should be none preceding Him (azwj) without His (azwj) Order and His (azwj) Permission'. He
(S) said: 'Why then do you do this. When did He (azwj) Order you to prostrate to these images?' Imam
Hasan Al-‘Askari (‘a) said: 'The group said: 'We shall look into our affairs', then they were silent.
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Imam As-Sadiq (‘a) said: 'By the One Who (azwj) Sent him (S) as a true Prophet (S), three days had not
passed with that group, when they came over to the Messenger of Allah (S), and accepted Islam. And
there were twenty-five men, five from each group, and said: 'We have not seen proofs the like of yours
(S), O Muhammad (S)! We bear witness that you (S) are the Messenger (S) of Allah (azwj) ’1.
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And Imam As-Sadiq (‘a) said that the Commander of the Faithful (‘a) said: 'Allah (azwj) Sent down:

“All praise is due to Allah, Who created the heavens and the earth and made the darkness and



the light; yet those who disbelieve set up equals with their Lord” (6:1).

In this Verse was the refutation of three types from them, when He (azwj) said: “All praise is due to
Allah, Who created the heavens and the earth” This is the refutation of the Eternalists who said that
all things do not have a beginning and are eternal'
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Then He (azwj) said: “and made the darkness and the light” This was the refutation of the Dualists who
said that light and darkness are the two governing forces. Then He (azwj) said: “yet those who
disbelieve set up equals with their Lord” This was a refutation against the Arab Polytheists who said that
their idols are the gods. Then Allah (azwj) Sent down:

“Say: He, Allah, is One” (112:1).

“Allah is He on Whom all depend” (112:2).

“He begets not, nor is He begotten” (112:3).

“And none is like Him” (112:4).

In this was the refutation of all those who called to other than Allah (azwj) or set up equals to Him (azwj)
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Imam As-Sadiq (‘a) said that the Messenger of Allah (S) said to his (S) companions:

“Say. ‘Thee do we serve™ (1:5).

Meaning, we worship One, and we do not say what the Eternalists say that all things have no beginning

and they are eternal, and not as the Dualists who say that light and darkness are the governing forces,



and not like what the Arab Polytheists say that they idols are the gods. We do not associate with You
(azwj) anything, and do not seek from a God other than You (azwj), as the saying of these infidels, and
we do not say as the Jews and the Christians do, that You (azwj) have a son, Exalted from all that,
Higher and Greater'. He (‘a) said: 'And similarly is His (azwj) Words “And they say: None shall enter the
garden (or paradise) except he who is a Jew or a Christian.”
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And when other than these infidels said what they did say, Allah (azwj) said: “These are their vain
desires” which they desire without any proof “Say: Bring your proof” and your proofs of your claims “if
you are truthful” just like the proofs that Muhammad (S) has presented which you have heard. Then He
(azwj) said: “Yes! whoever submits himself entirely to Allah” meaning, just like how these believers have
acted by the Messenger of Allah (S) when they heard his (S) evidence and proofs “and he is the doer of
good (to others)” in his action for Allah (azwj). “He has his reward from his Lord” on the Day of
Judgment “and there is no fear for him” the fear that the infidels will have when they witness the

Punishment “nor shall he grieve” at the time of death for he will be given the good news of Paradise.
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The Words of the Almighty:
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“And the Jews say: The Christians do not follow anything (good) and the Christians say: The
Jews do not follow anything (good) while they recite the (same) Book. Even thus say those who
have no knowledge, like to what they say; so, Allah shall judge between them on the day of
resurrection in what they differ” (2:113).2
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Imam Hasan Al-‘Askari (‘a) said: 'Allah (azwj) said: “And the Jews say: The Christians do not follow
anything (good)” from the religion, in fact their religion is false and infidelity, “and the Christians say: The
Jews do not follow anything (good)” from the religion, in fact their religion is false and infidelity “while

they” the Jews “recite the (same) Book” the Torah'.
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These ones and those ones are emulating without proof, and they read the Book, but they do not ponder
over it so that they can act on what it obligates them to do, so they can be finished from the ignorance.
Then He (azwj) said: "Even thus say those who have no knowledge” the truth, and they do not look at
what Allah (azwj) has Ordered them. Some of them said to the others, and they had differed, like the
saying of the Jews and the Christians said some of them to some others, these ones have disbelieved,
those ones have disbelieved. Then Allah (azwj) said: "so Allah shall judge between them on the day of
resurrection in what they differ” in the world, and Expose their straying and their mischief, and

Recompense each one of them according to what they deserve.
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And Imam Hasan Ibn Ali Ibn Abu Talib (‘a) said: 'This Verse was Revealed when a group from the Jews
and a group from the Christians came over to the Messenger of Allah (S) and said: 'O Muhammad (S)!
Judge between us'. He (S) said: 'Relate to me (S) your stories' The Jews said: 'We are believers in One
God, the Wise, and His (azwj) friends (‘a), and the Christians are not on anything from the religion and
the truth'. And the Christians said: 'In fact, we are believers in One God, the Wise, and His (azwj) friends

(‘a), and these Jews are not on anything from the truth and the religion'.
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The Messenger of Allah (S) said: 'All of you have erred, and are false ones and mischief makers from
the religion of Allah (azwj) and His (azwj) Orders'. The Jews said: 'How can we be disbelievers and with
us is the Book of Allah (azwj), the Torah, which we read?' And the Christians said: 'How can we be
disbelievers, and with us is the Book of Allah (azwj), the Evangel, which we read?' The Messenger of
Allah (S) said: 'O Jews and Christians! You are going against the book of Allah (azwj) and are not acting
in accordance with it. If you were acting in accordance with these two Books, why would you declare
each other to be infidels without proof? This is because the Books of Allah (azwj) have been Sent down
as a healing for the communities, and Expose the straying and guide those who act in accordance with
them on the Straight Path. If you do not act in accordance with the Book of Allah (azwj), it would be a
scourge on you, and if are not led by the proof of Allah (azwj), you will become disobedient to Allah

(azwj) and be subject to His Wrath'.
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Then the Messenger of Allah (S) turned towards the Jews and said: '‘Be cautioned! Do not go against the
Order of Allah (azwj) and His (azwj) Book, lest you be in same Punishment as your former ones about
whom Allah (azwj) Says:

“But those who were unjust changed it for a saying other than that which had been spoken to
them” (2:59).

And ordered that what they said. Allah (azwj) says:

“So, We sent upon those who were unjust a pestilence from heaven, because they transgressed”
(2:59).

Punishment from the sky, plague Sent down upon them, and a hundred and twenty thousand of them
died. Then they were grabbed by another, and another one hundred and twenty thousand of them died
as well. And they had opposed, when they were told about the door and they saw it to be high. They
said: 'We have no need to bow when entering this door. We had thought it would be a low door and we
would have to bow, and this is a high door, and they (‘a) are just mocking us — meaning Musa (‘a) and
Joshua Ibn Noon — and making us to do prostrations in vain'. They went towards the door and, instead of
'Hittatun' as they had been ordered, they said instead 'Hitta Samkana', meaning 'Red Wheat', that is how

they changed them's.
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And the Commander of the Faithful (‘a) said: 'For the Children of Israel, the Door of Hitta was set up, and
you, O group of community of Muhammad (S)! the Door of Hiita that has been set up for you is the
People of the Household (‘a) of Muhammad (S), and you have been Ordered to follow their (‘a) guidance
and necessitate upon yourselves their (‘a) way, so that your mistakes and your sins can be Forgiven by
that, and your good deeds can be Increased, and your Door of Hitta is better than their Door of Hitta.
This is because theirs is only a wooden door, whereas we (‘a) are the speaking ones, the truthful, the
Chosen ones, the Guides and the Virtuous ones. This is as the Messenger of Allah (S) said: 'The stars in
the sky are a source of safety from drowning, and the People (‘a) of my (S) Household are a source of
safety for my (S) from straying in their religion, so long as they remain in their (‘a) obedience, their (‘a)

guidance and their (‘a) way (Sunnah)
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Whosoever intends to have a life like mine (S), and have a death like mine (S), and settle in Paradise
which has been Promised to me (S) by my (S) Lord (azwj) Who (azwj) has Wiped this tree with His
(azwj) Hand and Said to it 'Be' and it was, should accept the Mastership of Ali Ibn Abu Talib (‘a) and
befriend his (‘a) friends and be inimical to his (‘a) enemies, and the Mastership of his (‘a) Progeny (‘a)
after him (‘a), the preferred ones, the obedient ones of Allah (azwj) after him (‘a), for they (‘a) have been
Created from my (S) essence, and have been Granted the sustenance of my (S) understanding and my
(S) knowledge. So, woe be unto those of my (S) community who deny their (‘a) preference and cut off

my (S) connection with them (‘a). May Allah (azwj) deny them my (S) intercession’il.
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The Commander of the Faithful (‘a) said: 'Just as some of the Children of Israel became honourable due
to their obedience and some of them disobeyed and were Punished, so will it be for you'. They said:
'Who are the disobedient ones, O Commander of the Faithful (‘a)?' He (‘a) said: 'They are the ones who
were Ordered to revere us (‘a) the People of the Household (‘a), and respect our (‘a) rights, and
opposed that, and disobeyed and fought against our (‘a) rights, and considered that to be of less
importance, and killed the children of the Messenger of Allah (S) whom (‘a) they were Ordered to honour
and love'. They said: 'O Commander of the Faithful (‘a)! Is that going to happen?' He (‘a) said: 'Yes, this
News is true, and this affair will take place. They will kill my sons Al-Hasan (‘a) and Al-Husayn (‘a) ".
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Then the Commander of the Faithful (‘a) said: 'The plague of swords will befall on most of these unjust
ones, in this world. On some of them, Allah (azwj) will Make a ruler overcome them, and take revenge
for their mischief, like the falling of the plague on the Children of Israel'. They said: '‘And who is he?' He
(‘a) said: 'A boy from the Clan of Thageef called “Al Mukhtar Ibn Abu Ubayd".
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Imam Ali Ion Al-Husayn (‘a) said: 'And that what he (‘a) said, happened in this time period. And this
news was conveyed to Hajjaj Ibn Yusuf. Curse of Allah (azwj) be upon him, from the words of Ali Ibn Al-
Husayn (‘a): 'He said: 'The Messenger of Allah (S) did not say this, | have doubts on what Ali Ibn Abu
Talib (‘a) has narrated from the Messenger of Allah (S). And as for Ali Ibn Al-Husayn (‘a), he (‘a) is an
arrogant person. He (‘a) fabricates things and his (‘a) followers act upon them. Go and seek out Al-
Mukhtar for me!' They sought him, and captured him. He said: 'Take him to the altar and cut off his neck'.
They took him to the altar made Al-Mukhtar lay down on it. Then the attendants kept going here and

there and were not getting the sword.
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Al-Hajjaj said: 'What is wrong with you?' They said: 'We do not have the keys to the treasury, and cannot



find them, and the sword is in the treasury'. Al-Mukhtar said: 'You will not be able to kill me, and will not
be able to falsify the Messenger of Allah (S). And even if you were to kill me, Allah (azwj) will Revive me

until | kill three hundred and eighty-three thousands of you'.
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Al-Hajjaj said to one of his ushers: 'Give your sword to the executioner so that he can kill him with it.
The executioner took and sword and went to kill him with it and Al-Hajjaj was urging him on to make
haste. He was in the process of this execution when the sword fell from his hand and fell on his own
back splitting it, and he died. Then he called for another executioner and gave him a sword. When he
lifted the sword to strike his neck, a scorpion bit him, and he fell down dead. They looked and saw the
scorpion, and killed it.
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Al Mukhtar said: 'O Hajjaj! You do not have the power to kill me. Woe be upon you, O Hajjaj! Do you not
call to mind what Nizar Ibn Ma'd Ibn Adnan said to Saboor Zilgitaf when he was killing the Arabs, and
Nizar ordered them to place him in his way. When he saw him, he said to him: 'Who are you?' He said: 'l
am a man from the Arabs. | want to ask you why you are killing the Arabs when they have not sinned
against you, and those that have sinned against your government and created mischief have already
been killed by you?' He said: ‘This is because | have found in books, there will be coming from them a
man called 'Muhammad (S) ', who (‘a) will claim to be a Prophet, and the governments of the non-Arabs
will go into decline and be eradicated. | will keep killing them until such a man from them does not come

out.
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Nizar said to him: 'If you have found these in the books of the liars, why are you then killing people who



have not sinned, by the words of the liars? And if you have found this in the books of the truthful, then
Allah (azwj) will Protect the root of the man who will be coming out of them, and you will have no way of
falsifying this and His (azwj) Judgment will come to pass and His (azwj) Order will be established even if
only one Arab were to remain from among them'. Saboor said: ‘This is true, Nizar — in Persian it meant

that it will necessarily happen — | will no longer kill them'.
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But, O Hajjaj, | will be killing three hundred and eighty-three thousand men. If you want to, then kill me,
and if you do not want to, then Allah (azwj) would have Kept me safe from you, and Allah (azwj) will
Revive me afterwards, for the words of the Messenger of Allah (S) are true that he (S) has ordered in

this'. He said to the executioner: 'Strike his neck'.
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Al Mukhtar said: 'He has no power to do that, and | would like you to do what you are ordering him to, so

that a snake would come to you as a scorpion came over to the first one'.
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When the executioner intended to strike his neck, a man, who was a special one of Abdul Malik lbn
Marwan, came running over and shouted: 'O executioner, leave him, woe be unto you!' He had a letter
with him from Abdul Malik Ibn Marwan and in it was written: 'In the Name of Allah (azwj) the Beneficent
the Merciful. After this, O Hajjaj Ibn Yusuf! A bird was flown over to me with a message that you have
captivated Al-Mukhtar Ibn Abu Ubayd intending to kill him, and you have been told that the Messenger
of Allah (S) has said that he would be killing three hundred and eighty-three thousand men of the Clan
of Umayya. When you receive this letter of mine, then leave him, and do not deal with him except with
goodness for he is the husband of the wet-nurse of my son Walid Ibn Abdul Malik Ibn Marwan, and

Walid has spoken to me about this. And if that prophecy was false, then what is the meaning of killing a



Muslim man on false news, and if that was true, you will have no power on falsifying the words of the

Messenger of Allah (S)
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Al-Hajjaj set him free. Al-Mukhtar went and he said: 'l will be doing such, and will be rebelling at a
particular time, and will kill from the people, so many of these belittlers, meaning the Clan of Umayya'.
Al-Haijjaj was told about this. He captured him and ordered him to be beheaded. Al-Mukhtar said: 'You
have no power to do that, so do not rebel against Allah (azwj) . A bird flew over with another message
from Abdul Malik Ibn Marwan: 'In the Name of Allah (azwj), the Beneficent, the Merciful. O Hajjaj, do not
do anything to Al-Mukhtar for he is the husband of the one who nursed my son Al-Walid, and if he is
right, you will be prevented from killing him like the prevention of Dainel from the killing of Bakht Nasr
who had been Ordained by Allah (azwj) to kill the Children of Israel'.
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Al-Hajjaj avoided killing him, and warned him against making such statements. As soon as he left, he
started making the same kind of statements. Al-Hajjaj received the news, and he sought him. He went
into hiding for a while, then he was caught. When he wanted to behead him, another letter came from
Abdul Malik. Al-Hajjaj imprisoned him and wrote to Abdul Malik: 'How can you let go and open enemy
who thinks that he will kill the helpers of the Clan of Umayya, so many thousands?' Abdul Malik wrote
back: 'You are an ignorant man, for if the news is false, why should we not be lenient to the rights of the
one who has served us, and if the news is true, then very soon he will overcome us just like when the
Pharaoh was made to overcome by Musa (‘a) by my Lord (azwj) ". Al-Hajjaj sent Al-Mukhtar over to him.
And the affair of Al-Mukhtar was that it was, and he killed those that he killed.
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And Ali Ibn Al-Husayn (‘a) said to his (‘a) companions when they said to him: 'O son of the Messenger
of Allah (S)! The Commander of the Faithful (‘a) mentioned about Al-Mukhtar but did not say when he
will kill them'. Ali Ibn Al-Husayn (‘a) said: The Commander of the Faithful (‘a) spoke truly. Shall | (‘a)
inform you when it will happen?' They said: 'Yes'. He (‘a) said: 'On a particular day' - and it happened
three years later from these words of his (‘a) - and the heads of Ubaydullah Ibn Ziyad and Shimr Ibn Dhi
‘I-Jawshan will be brought over on such and such a day when we will be having a meal, and they will be

in front of us and we will be looking at them'.
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Imam Hasan Al-‘Askari (‘a) said: 'When that day came, which he (‘a) had informed them of, that Al-
Mukhtar would be killing the companions of the Clan of Umayya, Ali Ibn Al-Husayn (‘a) was with his (‘a)
companions at the dining table. He (‘a) said to them: 'Group of our (‘a) brothers, make good your selves
and eat, for you will be eating and the darkness of the Clan of Umayya is passing away'. They said:
'Where?' He said: 'At such a place where they are being killed by Al-Mukhtar, and those two heads will
be brought to us on such and such a day'.
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When that day came and the two heads were brought over, he (‘a) had just sat down for a meal, after

having finished his (‘a) Prayer. When he (‘a) saw those two heads,

he (‘a) went into prostration and said: 'Praise be to Allah (azwj) Who did not Give me death until | (‘a)
saw this. He (‘a) started eating and kept on looking at them both. When the time for dessert cam, the
sweets were not brought over, for the attendants were busy upon hearing the news of the two heads'.
The companions disappointingly said: 'Is there no dessert today?' Ali lbn Al-Husayn (‘a) said: 'We have
no desire for anything sweeter than to look at these two heads!' Then, in reference to the words of the
Commander of the Faithful (‘a), he (‘a) said: 'And for the infidels and the mischief makers, the

Punishment with Allah (azwj) is greater and complete's.
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Then the Commander of the Faithful (‘a) said: 'And those who are obedient to us, we (‘a) ask Allah
(azwj) to Forgive their sins and Increase their good deeds in Rewards'. They said: 'O Commander of the
Faithful (‘a)! Who are the obedient ones to you (‘a)?' He (‘a) said: 'Those who consider their Lord (azwj)
to be One, and attribute to Him (azwj) the attributes that are appropriate for Him (azwj), and believe in
Muhammad (S) as His (azwj) Prophet (S), and are obedient to Allah (azwj) in fulfilling His (azwj)
Obligations and avoiding His (azwj) Prohibitions, and spend their life time in His (azwj) Remembrance
and the sending of Salutations on His (azwj) Prophet (S) Muhammad (S) and his (S) goodly Progeny
(‘a), and push away from their selves desires and stinginess, and give what has been obligated to them

from the Zakat, and they do not stop it
Jasse i

The Words of the Almighty:
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“And who is more unjust than he who prevents (men) from the masjids of Allah, that His name
should be remembered in them, and strives to ruin them? (As for) these, it was not proper for
them that they should have entered them except in fear; they shall meet with disgrace in this
world, and they shall have great chastisement in the hereafter” (2: 114).6
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Imam Hasan Al-‘Askari (‘a) said that Ali Ibn Al-Husayn (‘a) said: 'When Allah (azwj) Sent Muhammad
(S) in Mecca and Manifested his (S) call, and advertised his (S) words, and faulted the idol worshipping



religions, they came after him (S) and mistreated him (S) and sought the destruction of the Mosques that
were constructed by a group of good companions of Muhammad (S) and his (S) Shi’a and the Shi’a of
Ali Ibn Abu Talib (‘a) in the courtyard of the Ka’abah, where they used to sit and revive matters of
religion, and those Polytheists sought their destruction, and hurt Muhammad (S) and the rest of his (S)
companions, and he (S) had to leave Mecca

and go to Medina. He (S) turned back to face Mecca and said: 'Allah (azwj) Knows that | (S) love you.
Had your inhabitants not forced me (S) to go out, | (S) would not have given priority to another city over

you, nor changed you for another one, and | (S) am dejected and grieved.
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Allah (azwj) Revealed unto him (S): 'O Muhammad (S)! The Most High Sends Greetings to you (S) and
Says, 'l (azwj) Shall Return you (S) to this city victorious, unscathed, powerful, compelling. And that is
the Words of the High:

“Most surely He Who has made the Quran binding on you will bring you back to the destination”
(28:85).

Meaning to Mecca victorious and a winner, and the Messenger of Allah (S) informed that to his (S)

companions. The Meccans laughed when they heard about this'
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Allah (azwj) said to His (azwj) Messenger (S): 'Soon | (azwj) shall Make you to be victorious over Mecca,
and Issue Orders to them, and soon it will be Prohibited for the Polytheists to enter it to the extent that if
one of them were to enter it will be fearful of being caught and be killed by you (S) . When the Judgment
of Allah (azwj) of victory over Mecca came to pass, he (S) made Otab Ibn Usayd as a governor over
them. When this news came to them, they said: 'Muhammad (S) never stops from belittling

us until he (S) has placed over us an eighteen-year-old boy, and we are older and more experienced in
serving the Sanctimonious House of Allah (azwj), and live in the vicinity of the of the best place on the

face of the earth'.
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And the Messenger of Allah (S) wrote to Otab Ibn Usayd, and at the beginning of it was written: 'In the
Name of Allah (azwj) the Beneficent, the Merciful — From Muhammad (S) the Messenger of Allah (S) to
the those in the vicinity of the House of Allah (azwj) and in the Sanctity of Allah (azwj). After this, if any
one of you is a believer, in Muhammad (S) the Messenger of Allah (azwj) being truthful in his (S)
speech, and being correct in his (S) actions, and Ali (‘a) the brother of the Messenger of Allah (S) being
with his (azwj) attributes and his (S) Trustee, and the best of the creation after him (S), being the Master,

is from us (‘a).
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And if anyone was to oppose anything from this, he will be cast away to be among the companions of
Hell Fire. Allah (azwj) will not Accept any of his deeds regardless of how great and numerous they may
be, and will Place him in the Fire of Hell to abide therein for all eternity. And Muhammad (S) the
Messenger of Allah (azwj) has collared you with Otab Ibn Usayd as a governor to you to look after your
interests, delegated to him to make aware the unaware and teach the ignorant among you, straighten
your ways, and teach the discipline of Allah (azwj) among you. When you know his preference over you
due to him being in the Mastership of Muhammad (S) the Messenger of Allah (azwj) and his
concentration is prejudicial towards Ali (‘a) the Guardian from Allah (azwj). He is our (‘a) servant, and in
Allah (azwj) a brother, a friend to our (‘a) friends and an enemy to our (‘a) enemies. And he is a sky
covering you with shade, and a clean land, and a shining sun, and a reflective moon. Allah (azwj) has
Given him preference over you due to the intensity of his love and being in the Mastership of
Muhammad (S) and Ali (‘a) and the goodly from among their Progeny (‘a).



He will act according to what Allah (azwj) Wants and He zwj will never Keep him bereft of inclination
towards the complete Mastership of Muhammad (S) and Ali (‘a), being honourable. He does not need to
take orders from the Messenger of Allah (S) for he is upright and trustworthy. Whoever of you is
obedient to him will have good in his affairs and an honourable Recompense and great Rewards.
Whoever of you is disobedient to him will face harsh Revenge and Wrath of the Mighty King, the
Subduer. Let none of you point to his young age, for a greater one is not the preferable one, but the
preferable one is greater. He is greater in our (‘a) friendship and the friendship of our (‘a) friends and the

enmity of our (‘a) enemies. This is why | (S) have made him a governor over you, and as your Chief.

Whoever obeys him, congratulations to him, and whoever opposes him, may Allah (azwj) Keep him

away from His (azwj) Mercy'.
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Imam Hasan Al-‘Askari (‘a) said: 'When Otab went to them and read out the covenant to them, he stood
in an open place and called out for them to gather together in his presence, and said to them: 'Group of
the people of Mecca! The Messenger of Allah (S) sent me to you as a flame to burn the hypocrites
among you, and as a mercy and blessing to the believers among you, and | know you people and the
hypocrites among you, and soon | will issue the order for the establishment of the Prayer, to you. Then, |
will look at the people, and whoever | find, | will make it compulsory, the congregation, upon him, and

make the rights of the believers

necessary on the believers. Whoever, | do not see, | will sit and investigate about him, and if he has an
excuse, then | will excuse him, and if he does not have an excuse, | will have him beheaded. This Order
of Allah (azwj) has definitely been Issued to you in order to purify the Sanctimonious House of Allah
(azwj) from the hypocrites'.
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'After this, truth is trustworthiness, and debauchery is betrayal. And evil does not spread among the
people, but Allah (azwj) Strikes them with disgrace. The strong ones among you are weak in my sight

until | take the rights from them, and the weak ones of you are strong in my sight until | give them their



rights. Be afraid of Allah (azwj) and honour yourselves by the obedience to Allah (azwj), and do not
disgrace yourselves by opposition to your Lord (azwj) . By Allah (azwj), he did what he said that he
would, and was just and equitable and established the judgments, guided by the Guidance of Allah

(azwj), not been needy for anyone's consultation or to refer to anybody else7.

The Story Of Abu Bakr In The Cave
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Then the Messenger of Allah (S) sent ten Verses of the Chapter “Bara'a” (The Repentance — Chapter 9)
with Abu Bakr Ibn Abu Qohafa, and in them was the mention of the renouncement of the infidels, and
the Prohibition of the Polytheists to be near Mecca. He (S) ordered Abu Bakr Ibn Abu Qohafa to go to
Pilgrimage and read to them the Verses. When Abu Bakr left, Jibrail descended, wearing a collar of light
and said: 'O Muhammad (S)! The Most High Sends to you (S) His (azwj) Greetings and Says: 'O
Muhammad (S)! Non one should make your (S) call except for yourself (S) or a man from you (S) . He

(S) sent Ali (‘a) to take the Verses, for he (‘a) is the one who will be reciting the Verses.
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O Muhammad (S)! Your (S) Lord (azwj) did not Order you (S) to send Ali (‘a) to take the Verses away
from Abu Bakr, due to your (S) error or doubt or misunderstanding from your (S) self, but He (azwj)
Wanted to Prove to the weak ones from the Muslims the status that He (azwj) has established for your
(S) brother Ali (‘a), and not established anyone else apart from you (S), O Muhammad (S), regardless of
how high an honourable a status he may have in the eyes of the weak ones from your (S) community.
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When Ali (‘a) took the Verses from his hands, after that Abu Bakr met the Messenger of Allah (S) and
said: 'May my father and mother be sacrificed for you (S), O Messenger of Allah (S)! You (S) ordered Ali
(‘a) to take these Verses from my hands?' The Messenger of Allah (S) said: 'No, but the Almighty (azwj)
Ordered me (S) that no one should represent me (S) except the one who is from me (S). And as for you
going through the pain and the effort of bearing the Verses, Allah (azwj) will Increase your levels higher
for your obedience with honourable degrees, provided you remain on our (‘a) Mastership, you will come
on the Plains of the Day of Judgment, having been faithful on our (‘a) covenant and oaths taken from
you, you will be from our (‘a) good Shi’a and prestigious ones who love us (‘a) . Abu Bakr was pleased

with that.
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Imam Hasan Al-‘Askari (‘a) said: 'Ali (‘a) went with the Order of Allah (azwj) to renounce the covenant to
the enemies of Allah (azwj), and made the Polytheists despair from entering after that day to the
Sanctimonious House of Allah (azwj). And their numbers were great and there was a huge crowd, but
Allah (azwj) Covered him (‘a) with His (azwj) Light and Decorated him (‘a) with such majesty that, no one

dared to oppose or do anything bad"
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Imam Hasan Al-‘Askari (‘a) said: “And that is His (azwj) Words “And who is more unjust than he who
prevents (men) from the masjids of Allah, that His name should be remembered in them” And these
were the Mosques that the good Muslims had built in Mecca, that they were prevented from worshipping
therein and the Messenger of Allah (S) had to leave from Mecca “and strives to ruin them?” Ruin those
Mosques which were built in obedience of Allah (azwj). Allah (azwj) said: “(As for) these, it was not
proper for them that they should have entered them except in fear” These people will not be able to
enter these Mosques except in fear now and the judgment will be enforced on them - the entering of the
infidels - by the swords, for these Polytheists “they shall meet with disgrace in this world” those who
expelled them from the Sanctuary and prevented them to go back to him (S) “and they shall have great

chastisement in the hereafter’s.



The Prophet’'s Separation From Ali In The Expedition Of Tabuk
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And Imam Al-Bagir (‘a) said from Imam Ali Ibn Al-Husayn (‘a): 'And in Medina there were hypocrites and
weak ones who were like the hypocrites, with the Messenger of Allah (S), who also intended to ruin the
Mosques of Medina and ruin the Mosques of the whole world. They wanted this by killing of the
Commander of the Faithful (‘a) Ali (‘a) in Medina and the killing of the Messenger of Allah (S) on the road
to Agaba. And, Allah (azwj), in order to Increase the vision of the visionaries and to cut off the excuses
of the stubborn ones, showed miracles and the Majesty of Allah (azwj) to His (azwj) servants. One of this
was when those who were with the Messenger of Allah (S) in the journey to Tabuk said: 'We cannot
remain on one type of food', just like the saying of the Children of Israel to Musa (‘a) and the miracle that
was Manifested from the Messenger of Allah (S) in that was greater than the miracle that was

Manifested for the People of Musa (‘a) "
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And that when the Messenger of Allah (S), on his (S) journey to Tabuk, made Ali (‘a) to remain behind in
Medina, Ali (‘a) said to him: 'O Messenger of Allah (S)! | (‘a) do not like to be separated from you (S) in
any of your (S) affairs, and to be able to look at you (S) and listen to you (S) . The Messenger of Allah
(S) said: 'O Ali (‘a)! Are you (‘a) not pleased that your (‘a) status with me (S) is the same which Harun
(‘a) had with Musa (‘a) except that there will not be a Prophet (‘a) after me (S). Stay, O Ali (‘a), for you
(‘a) will the Rewards in your (‘a) staying, the like of the Rewards you (‘a) would have had in coming out

with the Messenger of Allah (S), and for you (‘a) are the Rewards the like of all those who came out with



the Messenger of Allah (S), obediently and with sincere belief. And for you (‘a), O Ali (‘a), | (S) shall ask
Allah (azwj), for your (‘a) love, to enable you (‘a) to see Muhammad (S) in all of his (S) situations. Allah
(azwj) will Order Jibrail, during the whole of this journey of ours, to elevate the earth which we journey
on, and the earth that you (‘a) are on, and to strengthen your (‘a) vision until you (‘a) will be able to
witness Muhammad (S) and his (S) companions in the rest of your situations and their situations. Your
(‘a) love for seeing him (S) and seeing his (S) companions will not die, and Make you (‘a) free from
having correspondence and messages'
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A man stood up from those sitting with Imam Zayn Al-’Abidin (‘a), when this was mentioned, and he said
to him (‘a): 'O son of the Messenger of Allah (S)! How can this be for Ali (‘a). This is for the Prophets (‘a),
and not for someone other than them (‘a) . Imam Zayn Al-’Abidin (‘a) said: ‘This is a miracle of
Muhammad (S) the Messenger of Allah (azwj) and not for someone else, because when Allah (azwj)
elevated him (‘a) by the supplication of Muhammad (S), and increased his (‘a) light as well by the
supplication of Muhammad (S) until he (‘a) saw that which he (‘a) saw, and understood what he (‘a)
understood'.
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The Imam Al-Bagir (‘a) said: 'O servant of Allah (azwj)! No injustice has been done more from this
community than to Ali Ibn Abu Talib (‘a), and less justice with him (‘a). They denied Ali (‘a) from that
which they gave to the rest of the companions, and Ali (‘a) is higher than them. How can you deny him
(‘a) the status that has been given to others?' They said: 'And how is that O son of the Messenger of
Allah (S)?' He (‘a) said: 'This is because they are friendly with those that love Abu Bakr Ibn Qohafa and
keep away from his enemies whoever they may be. And similarly, they are friendly with Umar Ibn Al-
Khattab and keep away from his enemies whoever they may be. And they are friendly with Uthman Ibn
Affan and keep away from his enemies whoever they may be, until it comes to Ali Ibn Abu Talib (‘a), they

say: 'We are friendly with those that love him (‘a) but do not keep away from his (‘a) enemies,



but we love them!'. And how did this become permissible for them and the Messenger of Allah (S) said
with regards to Ali (‘a): 'Our Allah (azwj)! Befriend those who befriend him (‘a), and be an Enemy to his
(‘a) enemies, and Help those who help him (‘a) and abandon those who abandon him (‘a) '? Do you not
see that they are not inimical to his (‘a) enemies nor do they abandon the ones who abandoned him!
This is not fair.
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Then, another one. When it is mentioned to them, the specialties Allah (azwj) has Bestowed upon Ali (‘a)
by the supplication of the Messenger of Allah (S) and his (‘a) prestige by his (‘a) Lord (azwj), the High,
they fight against it. And, they accept whatever is mentioned to them about others from the companions.
Why do they deny for Ali (‘a), that which is said about the rest of the companions of the Messenger of
Allah (S)?'
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And this is Umar Ibn Al-Khattab, it was said to him when he was on the pulpit of Medina delivering a
sermon, and he called out in the middle of the sermon: 'O forces, the mountain!' The companions were
surprised and said: 'What is the meaning of these words in this sermon?' When he had completed the
sermon and the Prayer they said: 'What is the meaning of your words in your sermon, 'O force, the
mountain'?' He said: 'When | was delivering my sermon, | looked towards Nahavand where your brothers

have gone towards to do battle with the infidels, under the command of Sa'd Ibn Abu Waqqas.

Allah (azwj) Opened up for me the secrets and veils, and Increased my vision until | saw them standing
in rows in front of a mountain over there, and some of the infidels had encircled them from behind with
force, and the rest of the Muslims with them, overcame them and were about to kill them. | called out: 'O
force, the mountain', so that they may go to the mountain and be safe from being overcome, and then
defend themselves. And, Allah (azwj) Prevented your believing brothers from being defeated by the
infidels, and Allah (azwj) Made them conquer their cities, Remember this time, for Allah (azwj) Will soon



Give you that news'. And the distance between Medina and Nahavand was of more than fifty days

march.
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Imam Al-Bagir (‘a) said: 'And if this was for Umar, how can the like of this not be for Ali Ibn Abu Talib
(‘a)? But these people do not do justice, but are arrogant’. Then Imam Al-Bagqjr (‘a) turned back to his
(‘a) Hadeeth from Imam Ali Ibn Al-Husayn (‘a), said: 'And Allah (azwj) Elevated the place where
Muhammad (S) walked on, to Ali Ibn Abu Talib (‘a) until he (‘a) saw him (S) in all his (S) situations'.
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Imam Ali (‘a) said: 'And whenever the Messenger of Allah (S) intended to go on a military expedition,
kept the destination a secret except for the expedition to Tabuk. He (S) made it known what his (S)
intention was'. And, he (S) ordered them to take a lot of provisions for the journey, and salty meat, and
honey and dates, and they took a lot of provisions, because the Messenger of Allah (S) had urged them
to take more, due to the difficulties and told them that there will not be a lot of good things on the way.
They had travelled for a few days and their food became old, and their chests were constrained from
this, they longed for fresh food. A group of them said: 'O Messenger of Allah (S)! We are fed up with the

food that we have with us. It has dried up and is about to smell. We cannot remain patient on this'.
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The Messenger of Allah (S) said: 'And what is there with you?' They said: 'Bread, and salted meat, and
honey and dates'. The Messenger of Allah (S) said: 'You are now like the People of Musa (‘a) when they
said to him (‘a) that they will not be patient on one food. What is it that you want?' They said: 'We want

fresh meat, and roasted meat from the meat of the bird and sweet dish'.
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The Messenger of Allah (S): 'But you are different in this, for one thing, from the Children of Israel,
because they wanted herbs and cucumbers and garlic and lentils and onions. They wanted in exchange
that was inferior from that which was better, and you want that which is better from that which is not, and

soon | (S) shall ask for this for your from my (S) Lord (azwj)".
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They said: 'O Messenger of Allah (S)! There are those among us who seek the like of what they wanted
from the herbs and cucumbers and garlic and lentils and onions'. The Messenger of Allah (S) said: 'Very
soon Allah (azwj) will Give you that by the supplication of the Messenger of Allah (S). Believe in him (S)

and ratify him (S) "
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Then the Messenger of Allah (S) said to them: 'O servants of Allah (S)! When the People of Isa (‘a)

asked Isa (‘a) to send food down to them from the sky, Allah (azwj) said:
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“Allah said: Surely I will send it down to you, but whoever shall disbelieve afterwards from among
you, surely | will chastise him with a chastisement with which | will not chastise, anyone among
the nations” (5:115).
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He (azwj) Sent it down to them. Whoever disbelieved after that from them, Allah (azwj) Converted them

to be like a pig, and like an ape, and like a bear, and like a cat, and some to look like the birds and other



animals of the land and the sea, to the extent that the conversion was to four hundred types of
creatures. Muhammad (S) the Messenger (S) of Allah (azwj) does not ask, for that which you asked for,
to be Sent down to you from the sky, in case the disbelievers among you disbelieve like the People of

Isa (‘a), and Muhammad (S) is kinder to you than to see you afflicted like that'
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Then the Messenger of Allah (S) looked at the birds in the air, and said to one of his (S) companions:
'Say to this bird: 'The Messenger of Allah (S) orders you to fall down to the earth’. He said to it, and it fell
down. Then the Messenger of Allah (S) said: 'O you bird! Allah (azwj) Orders you to grow and increase
your bones'. It became great, and its bones increased such that it became like a small hill.
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Then the Messenger of Allah (S) said to his (S) companions: 'Surround it!' They surrounded it, and the
bird had become so great that the companions of the Messenger of Allah (S), who were more than then

thousands of them, lined up around it.
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Then the Messenger of Allah (S) said: 'O you bird! Allah (azwj) Orders you to separate from you your
wings and your feathers and your fluff. It shed all of that, and there remained on the bird meat over its

bones, and its skin on top of them.
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The Messenger of Allah (S) said: 'Allah (azwj) Orders you to separate from you, O bird, the bones of
your body, and your feet and your beak'. It shed all of that, and that was all around the bird, and the

people were around all of that.
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Then the Messenger of Allah (S) said: 'Allah (azwj) Orders these bones to become cucumbers!' They
converted as he (S) said. Then he (S) said: 'Allah (azwj) orders these wings and the fluff and the

feathers to become herbs and onions and such types'. They became like that as he (S) said.
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Then the Messenger of Allah (S) said: 'O servants of Allah (S)! Extend your hands towards these, and
break them with your hands, and cut them with your knives, and eat'. They did.
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One of the hypocrites said while eating: 'Muhammad (S) has alleged that in Paradise there are birds,
that when you eat from them from one side it will be wet meat and from the other side it will be roasted,
but he (S) has not shown us that in the world!" Allah (azwj) Made the knowledge of that to reach the
heart of Muhammad (S). He (S) said: 'Servants of Allah (azwj)! When each one of you takes a morsel
and says to it: “In the Name of Allah (azwj), the Beneficent, the Merciful, and salutation be to
Muhammad (S) and his (S) goodly Progeny”, and puts it in his mouth, it will become whatever he so
desires, wet, roasted and if he so desires, cooked, and if he desires, the rest of the types of cooking, or
whatever types of sweet'. They did that, and they found it to be as the Messenger of Allah (S) had
ordered, until they had eaten their fill.
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They said: 'O Messenger of Allah (S)! We are full up, and we need water to drink'. The Messenger of
Allah (S) said: 'Do you not want milk? Or do not want the rest of the drinks?' They said: 'Yes, O
Messenger of Allah (S)! All of us want that'.
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The Messenger of Allah (S) said: 'Let each one of you take a morsel from this, and say: “In the Name of
Allah (azwj), the Beneficent, the Merciful, and salutations of Allah (azwj) be on Muhammad (S) and his
(S) goodly Progeny (‘a) , it is impossible for it not to be was he wants, whether he wants water, or milk
or any other drink from the drinks'. They did it, and found the affair to be as the Messenger of Allah (S)

had said it would be.
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Then the Messenger of Allah (S) said: 'Allah (azwj) Orders you, O bird, to become as like before, and
Orders these wings, beak, feathers, and fluff that has been transformed into herbs, cucumbers, and
onions to revert back to become wings and feathers and bones as before according to the conversion'.

They converted, and the feathers and fluff and bones, until the bird became as it was before.
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Then the Messenger of Allah (S) said: 'O you bird! Allah (azwj) Orders the soul which used to be in you
and came out, to return back to you'. The soul returned back into its body. The he (S) said: 'O you bird!
Allah (azwj) Orders you to stand up and start flying around like you used to before'. It stood up and
started flying in the air and they looked on at it, then they looked at what was in front of them, and there
was nothing left there from those herbs, cucumbers, onions, anything at all'9.

. 528, h.323.
. 528, h.324.
3. Tafsir Imam Hasan Al-‘Askari, p. 528, h.325.

1. Tafsir Imam Hasan Al-‘Askari, p
p
p

4. Tafsir Imam Hasan Al-‘Askari, p. 528, h.327.
p
p

2. Tafsir Imam Hasan Al-‘Askari,

. 528, h.327.
6. Tafsir Imam Hasan Al-‘Askari, p. 528, h.328.
7. Tafsir Imam Hasan Al-‘Askari, p. 528, h.329.
8. Tafsir Imam Hasan Al-‘Askari, p. 528, h.330.
9. Tafsir Imam Hasan Al-‘Askari, p. 528, h.331.

5. Tafsir Imam Hasan Al-‘Askari,
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Appendix 2: Debates On Imamah
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Muhammad Ibn Abu Abd Allah and Muhammad Ibn al-Hasan have narrated from Sahl Ibn Ziyad and
Muhammad Ibn Yahya has narrated from Ahmad Ibn Muhammad, both of them from al-Hasan Ibn al-
Abbass Ibn al-Harish who has narrated the following from Abu Ja’far al-Thani (‘a):

‘Abu Abd Allah (‘a) has said: ‘Once while my father was walking around the Ka’abah for Tawaf1, a man
who had covered his face partially with his turban suddenly came by. He cut out (interrupted) his (‘a)
Tawaf and took him (‘a) to a house adjacent to al-Safa2. He sent for me (‘a) also and then we were

there three of us.’

‘He said to me (‘a): ‘Welcome, the child (‘a) of the Messenger of Allah (S).' He then placed his hand over
my head and said: ‘May Allah (azwj) Place blessings in you, the trustworthy one (‘a) before Allah (azwj)
after his ancestors (‘a).' (He then said to my father): ‘O Abu Ja’far (‘a), if you like you may tell me, and if
you like | can tell you. If you like you may ask me. Also, if you want | will ask you. If you like, affirm what

| will say, and if you want, | will affirm what you (‘a) will say.'

‘The Imam (‘a) said: ‘| like all of it.” The man then said, 'You must never permit your tongue to answer
me with something that is otherwise in your conscience.” The Imam (‘a) said: ‘That can be the doing of
one in whose heart there are two kinds of knowledge, one opposing the other. Allah (azwj) disdains to

have the kind of knowledge that is not harmonious.

‘He then said: ‘This is the topic of my question. You just explained one part of it. Tell me about this
‘knowledge’ that is so harmonious and without difference. Who has (knows) it?'



The Imam (‘a) said: ‘The whole of knowledge is before Allah (azwj), Majestic is whose name. The
knowledge that people need is with the executor of the will (of prophets). ‘The narrator has said that he
(the man) then removed the covering from his face and sat down straight. His face looked more cheerful
and he said: ‘This is what | wanted and for this | have come. You think that the ‘knowledge’ that is free of
differences is with the executors of the wills of the prophets. How do they know it?” The Imam (‘a) said:
‘Just as the Messenger of Allah (S) knew it. The Messenger of Allah (S), during his delegation before
Allah (azwj) heard whatever was communicated to him (S) Divinely (through Wahy, Divine inspiration).’

‘He then said: “You have spoken the truth, O child of the Messenger of Allah (S). | now ask you a more
difficult question. Tell me, why does this ‘knowledge’ not appear as it was with the Messenger of Allah
(S)?” ‘Not all Muslims acknowledge the 'Aimmah (‘a) as Leaders with Divine Authority. ‘The narrator (‘a)
has said that my father (‘a) then smiled and said: ‘Allah (azwj) Disdains to allow those people whom He
has not yet tested with belief to have information about His (azwj) knowledge.

Allah (azwj) Commanded His Messenger (S) to endure the sufferings his people caused to him so much
so that he (S) would struggle against them only with His (azwj) Permission. Many times, he (S) would
withhold matters that might cause disappointment among his people until he (S) was commanded sternly

to convey to them the Commandments that he (S) had received and disregard the pagans.
The Holy Qur’an says:
“Preach what you have been commanded to and stay away from the pagans” (15:94).

‘l (‘a) swear by Allah (azwj), had he (S) conveyed the commandments he would have been perfectly
safe. He (S), in fact, considered obedience [to Allah (azwj)] and feared the emergence of differences
(among his (S) people). For this reason, he (S) would withhold [speaking out about the Divine Authority
of 'Aimmah (‘a)]. | love that you keep your eye upon the advent of al-Mahdi (the guide and his rise with
Divine Authority) of this nation. At such time the angels with the sword of the family of David (‘a) will
make the dead spirits of the unbelievers between the heavens and the earth taste the results of their evil
deeds and force likewise spirits of the living ones to join the unbelievers.” He (the man) then drew a
sword and said: ‘Here it is. This is one of them.” ‘The narrator (‘a) has said: ‘Then my father (‘a) said:
‘Yes, that is very true, | swear by the One (azwj) Who Chose Muhammad (S) from among mankind.’

The narrator has said that then the man drew the cover over his face and said: ‘I am llyas (‘a). | did not
ask you those questions about your issue because | did not know them. | loved this conversation and

narration only because they could strengthen your (‘a) followers.

| will tell you about a sign and supporting evidence (of your (‘a) cause). You (‘a) know if they (your
followers) choose to debate others with such evidence, your followers will win.’

‘The narrator (‘a) has said that my father (‘a) then said to him: ‘If you like | (‘a) can tell you about it (the

sign and evidence).” The man then said: ‘| wish to hear it from you.” The Imam (‘a) said: ‘If our (‘a)



followers say to those who differ from us (‘a), ‘Allah (azwj) Says to His Messenger:

“We revealed the Quran on the Night of Destiny” (97:1).

“Would that you had known what the Night of Destiny is!” (97:2).

“(Worship on) the Night of Destiny is better than (worship) for a thousand months” (97:3).

“On this Night, the angels and the spirit descend by the permission of their Lord with His decree
(to determine everyone's destiny)” (97:4).

“This Night is all peace until the break of dawn” (97:5).

And ask: ‘Did the Messenger of Allah (S) know that (besides) the knowledge of things that would come
down at that night or what Jibril would bring to him at other times there is such knowledge that he knew

(from other sources)?’
The opposition will say: ‘No, there was nothing the Messenger of Allah (S) knew (from other sources).’

Say to the opposition: ‘Could the Messenger of Allah (S) do anything but to express such ‘knowledge’

that comes on the night of destiny?'

The opposition will say: ‘It was necessary (for the Holy Prophet (S)) to express.’” Say to them: ‘Was there
any difference or disharmony in the ‘knowledge’ that the Messenger of Allah (S) had received from Allah

(azwj)?'
If the opposition say: ‘No, there was no disharmony.’

Ask them: ‘If one would judge in the name of the laws of Allah (azwj) with disharmony, has one not
opposed the Messenger of Allah (by acting on other than what Holy Prophet (S) told him)?’

‘They will say: ‘Yes, he (the follower) has opposed the Messenger of Allah (S).’

However, if they say: ‘No, he (the follower) has not opposed the Messenger of Allah (S).” They have
invalidated their starting point (where they affirmed harmony in the ‘knowledge’ from Allah).’

Say to them: ‘No one knows its interpretation (knowledge from Allah (azwj)) except Allah (azwj) and

those (‘a) who are well established in knowledge.’
If they ask: ‘Who are the ones well established in knowledge?’
Say: ‘They are those in whose knowledge there is no disharmony.’

If they ask: ‘Who are they?’



Say: ‘The Messenger of Allah (S) was (one of) such persons (‘a).
And ask them: ‘Did he convey such ‘knowledge’ to his first (Khalifa) successor?’
‘If they say: ‘Yes, the Messenger of Allah (S) did convey it.’

Ask (them): ‘Did the Messenger of Allah die and the Khalifa after him have the ‘knowledge’ free of

disharmony?’

If they say: ‘No, there was no such Khalifa with the ‘knowledge’ free of disharmony.” Say (to them): ‘(this
is not logical); the successor of the Messenger of Allah is supported (has the Divine support) and the
Messenger of Allah (S) does not appoint a Khalifa who would not judge by the laws of Allah (azwj). The
Messenger of Allah (S) will not appoint a Khalifa other than one (who possesses the noble quality of
justice) like him, excluding prophet-hood. If the Messenger of Allah (S) did not appoint anyone as
Khalifa (executor of his will) for his ‘knowledge’, he (S) (Allah forbid) caused the people of coming
generations to go astray.’

‘If the opposition says: ‘The ‘knowledge’ of the Messenger of Allah (S) was from the Holy Qur'an.’

Say (to them): ‘What about the following verses of the Holy Qur'an that speak about the matters (that will
occur) after the death of the Holy Prophet (S)?

‘I swear by the illustrious Book” (44:2).

“That We have revealed the Quran on a blessed night to warn mankind” (44:3).
“On this night, every absolute command coming from Us becomes distinct” (44:4).
“The command that We have been sending” (44:5).

“As a mercy (for the human being) from your Lord” (44:6).

‘If the opposition says: ‘Allah (azwj) Sends (angels and the Spirit) to prophets only.” Say (to them):
‘These ‘distinct commands’ that come are from the angels and the Spirit, do they come from one heaven
to the other heaven? (It is not proper); in the heavens there is no one to whom obedience (to
commands) and disobedience would apply.’

‘If the opposition says: ‘They come from the heavens to earth and the people of earth are in dire need of

such ‘Commands’!
Say to them: ‘Is it necessary for them (people) to have a leader who would judge among them?’
If they say: ‘The Khalifa will judge for them.’

Ask them about the meaning of the following verse of the Holy Qur’an:



“Allah is the Guardian of the believers and it is He who takes them out of darkness into light. The
Devil is the guardian of those who deny the Truth and he leads them from light to darkness.
These are the dwellers of hell wherein they will live forever” (2:257).

‘l (‘a) swear by my life, all those in the heavens and on earth who are under the guardianship of Allah
(azwj) are supported (Divinely) and protected. Those who are supported and protected do not make
mistakes. All the enemies of Allah (azwj) in the heavens and on earth suffer defeat. Those who are
defeated they do not deal in a rightful way. Just as it is necessary that the ‘Commands’ must come from
the heavens for the people of earth, in the same way it is necessary to have a Wall [mentioned in

(2:257)], one who possesses perfect knowledge (and Divine Authority) to guide the people.
‘If the opposition says: ‘We do not know such a person.’

Say to them: 'Say whatever you may like. Allah (azwj) disdains to leave, after Muhammad (S) the

servants without the existence of one who possesses perfect knowledge and Divine Authority.’

‘The narrator (‘a) has said that he (the man) then stopped and said: ‘This, O child of the Messenger of
Allah (‘a), is a delicate point.

Consider if they (opposition) would say: ‘The Holy Qur’an is the Divine Authority.' The Imam (‘a) said:
‘Then, | (‘a) will say: ‘“The Holy Qur’an does not speak, does not issue Commands or Prohibitions. The

people of the Quran issue commands and prohibitions.’

| (‘a) would further say: ‘Allah (azwj) Disdains to see a certain affliction (difficult issue) befall the people
of earth, and there is no law about it in the Sunnah or a ruling free of differences and it is not in the

Qur’an also to solve such difficulty. He (azwj) Disdains to have such a thing in His (azwj) Knowledge or
Permit it to take place on earth while there would be nothing in His (azwj) Judgment to stop it (misery of

lawlessness) from happening or the means to provide relief.’

‘He (the man) then said: 'Here you gain victory, O child of the Messenger of Allah. | testify that Allah
(azwj) certainly Knows what kinds of afflictions and sufferings may befall people of the earth in their lives

and in their religion and so forth. He (azwj) then has sent the Holy Qur’an as a guide.

‘The narrator (‘a) has said that the man then said: ‘Do you, O child of the Messenger of Allah (‘a), know
what kind of guide it (the Holy Qur'an) is?' Abu Ja'far (‘a) said: ‘Yes, in it there are the general principles
of laws and its interpretation (rests with the judge) when judgment is issued.’

He said: ‘Allah (azwj) Disdains to see His (azwj) servant is afflicted with hardships in his religion, his life
or his property. He (azwj) Disdains to see that there is no one on His (azwj) earth who can judge and
decide truthfully and in the right way to remove the suffering.” ‘The narrator has said that the man then
said: ‘In this matter also you (‘a) have gained victory unless your enemies falsely ascribe lies to Allah

(azwj) and say: ‘Allah (azwj) does not have anyone who possesses Divine Authority.” However, tell me,



about the interpretation of the words of Allah:

“... so that you would not grieve over what you have lost nor become extremely happy about
what Allah has granted to you....” (57:23).

‘The Imam (‘a) said: ‘It refers to Abu so and so and his people. One of the verses is placed before and
the other is placed afterward (two verses on two issues were placed together during the compilation of
the existing copy of the Holy Qur'an). ‘Grief over the loss’ refers to the case of (Amir Al-Mu’minin (‘a)),
and the Divine position that was particularly for him (‘a) and the words of Allah: ‘... nor become
extremely happy about what Allah has granted to you...” refers to the mischief (the government formed)
after the death of the Messenger of Allah (S). “The man then said: ‘I testify that you (‘a) are the Divine
Authority in whose judgment there is no disharmony.” The man then stood up and went and | did not see

him any more’3.
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Ali Ibn Ibrahim has narrated from Muhammad Ibn 'Isa from Yunus and Ali Ibn Muhammad from Sahl Ibn
Ziyad, Abu Sa'id from Muhammad lbn 'Isa from Yunus from Ibn Muskan from Abu Basil' who has said the

following:
‘I asked Abu Abd Allah (‘a) about the words of Allah (azwj):

“Believers, obey Allah. His Messenger, and your leaders (who possess Divine Authority) ....""
(4:59).

‘The Imam (‘a) said: 'This was sent from the heavens about Ali (‘a) Ibn Abu Talib, al- Hasan (‘a) and al-
Husayn (‘a).’

| then said: ‘People say, ‘Why did He (azwj) not Specify Ali (azwj) and his family (azwj) by their names in
the Book of Allah (azwj)?' “The Imam (‘a) replied: ‘Say to them: ‘The command for prayer came to the
Messenger of Allah (S) but He (azwj) has not Specified (the number of the Rakats) for them as being
three or four. It, in fact, was the Messenger of Allah (S) who explained to them this matter. The
command for Zakait came to the Messenger of Allah (S) and there was no specific taxable figure such
as one Dirham on every forty Dirham. It was the Messenger of Allah (S) who explained it for them. The
command for Hajj came to the Messenger of Allah (S). It did not say to walk seven times around the

Ka’abah. It was the Messenger of Allah (S) who explained it for them.
The verse about obedience came:

“Believers, obey Allah, His Messenger and your leaders (who-possess Divine Authority) ...”
(4:59).

It came to declare that Ali (‘a), al-Hasan (‘a) and al-Husayn (‘a) were the Leaders who possessed
Divine Authority. The Messenger of Allah (S) then said about Ali (‘a): ‘Over whomever | have Divine
Authority, Ali (‘a) also has Divine Authority over him.” He (S) also has said: ‘I enjoin you to follow the
Book of Allah (azwj) and my family (‘a). It is because | have prayed to Allah (azwj) not to separate these
two from each other until He (azwj) will make them arrive at al-Kawthar4 to join me. He (azwj) has

Granted my prayer as such.’.

‘The Holy Prophet (S) has said: ‘Do not try to teach them (Aimmah (‘a)); they are far more
knowledgeable than you.” The Holy Prophet (S) has said: ‘Aimmah (‘a), will never take you out of the
gate of guidance and they will never make you enter the gate of error.” Had the Messenger of Allah (S)
remained silent and had not explained anything about his Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) the family of so and so would
have advanced their claim for Imamah (Leadership with Divine Authority). However, Allah (azwj) has
Revealed it in His book to confirm the explanations of His Prophet (S) about Ahl al- Bayt (‘a) (in the



following verse):

“People of the house, Allah wants to remove all kinds of uncleanness from you and to purify you
thoroughly” (33:33).

Ali (‘a), Fatimah (‘a), Al-Hasan (‘a) and al-Husayn (‘a) were there and the Holy Prophet (S) made them
to enter under ‘al-Kisa’s in the house of ‘Umm Salama’ and then said: ‘O Allah (azwj), every prophet (‘a)
had a family and a heaviness and credence, and these are my family (‘a), my (S) heaviness and

credence.’

‘Umm Salama at this point said: ‘Am | not of your family?’ The Holy Prophet (S) said: ‘You are in
goodness but these are my family, my heaviness and credence.” ‘When the Messenger of Allah (S)
passed away Ali (‘a) had the utmost priority and guardianship of the people because of what the
Messenger of Allah (S) had preached about him. It was because of raising him up for the people and
holding his hand in his hand. When Ali (‘a) (was about to) pass away he could not (and would not) enter
Muhammad Ibn Ali or al-Abbass Ibn Ali or anyone of his other sons in the position of Imamah
(Leadership with Divine Authority). Otherwise, Al-Hasan and al- Husayn (‘a) would have said: ‘Allah
(azwj) has revealed about us just as He (azwj) has done so about you (‘a), and He (azwj) has
Commanded people to obey us (‘a) just as He (azwj) has Commanded people to obey you (‘a).

The Messenger of Allah (S) has preached to people about us (‘a) just as he (S) has done so about you.
Allah (azwj) has Removed ‘al-Rijs’6 from us (‘a) just as He (azwj) has done so to you (‘a).' ‘When Ali (‘a)
left this world, Al-Hasan (‘a) had the utmost priority for Imamah (Leadership with Divine Authority); he
(‘a) was the eldest. When he (‘a) was about to die he (‘a) could not, and would not, enter his sons in the
position of Imamabh. It is because Allah (azwj) says:

“The relatives are closer to each other, according to the Book of Allah, than the believers and the
emigrants....” (33:6).

Had he then placed Imamah in his sons, al-Husayn (‘a) would have said: ‘Allah (azwj) has Commanded
people to obey me just as He (azwj) has Commanded people to obey you (‘a) and to obey your (‘a)
father.

The Messenger of Allah (S) has preached to people about me (‘a) just as he (S) has preached to people
about you (‘a) and your father (‘a). Allah (azwj) has Removed ‘al-Rijs’ from me (‘a) just as He (azwj) has
removed it from you (‘a) and your father (‘a).” ‘When Imamah was in full force with al-Husayn (‘a) there
was no one in his family who could claim against him as he (‘a) could claim against his brother and
father. He could do so in case they had (his father and brother) wanted to divert it from him (‘a) but they
(‘a) did not and would not do so. After them it found its place with al-Husayn (‘a) and the interpretation of

this verse continued to remain valid:

“.. The relatives are closer to each other, according to the Book of Allah, than the believers and



the emigrants....” (33:6).

After al-Husayn (‘a) Imamah found its place with Ali (‘a) Ibn al- Husayn (‘a). After Ali (‘a) Ibn al-Husayn
(‘a), it (Leadership with Divine Authority) found its place with Muhammad (‘a) Ibn Ali (‘a).

‘The Imam (‘a) said: ‘Al-Rijs means doubts. | (‘a) swear by Allah (azwj) that we never doubt in our Lord.’
Muhammad lbn Yahya has narrated from Ahmad Ibn Muhammad Ibn 'Isa from Muhammad Ibn Khalid
and al-Husayn Ibn Sa'id from al-Nadr Ibn Suwayd from Yahya Ibn Imran al-Halabi from Ayyub Ibn al-
Hurr and Imran Ibn Ali al- Halabi from Abu Abd Allah (‘a) a similar Hadith7.
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Ali Ibn Ibrahim from his father from Ibn Abu 'Umayr from 'Umar Ibn Udhayna from Zurara and Fuday! Ibn
Yasar and Bukayr Ibn A'yan and Muhammad Ibn Muslim and Burayd Ibn Mu'awiya and Abu a |- Jarud,

all have said the following from Abu Ja’far (‘a):

‘Allah (azwj) Commanded His Messenger (S) to declare the Leadership with Divine Authority of Ali (‘a)

and sent down to him this:

“Only Allah, His Messenger, and (also) the true believers who are steadfast in prayer and pay
alms, while they kneel during prayer (in Ruku"), are your guardians (with Divine Authority)” (5:55).

He (azwj) Made obedience to those in authority obligatory. The people did not know who they were.
Allah (azwj) Commanded Muhammad (S) to interpret (and explain) the ‘Authority' for them as he had
interpreted (and explained) Prayer, Zakat, Fasting and Hajj. When this command (to obey those who
possess Divine Authority) came to him from Allah (azwj), the Messenger of Allah (S) felt pressured (and
afraid of people's abandoning their religion). He (S) prayed to Allah (azwj) about it and Allah (azwj)

Revealed to him this:

“O Messenger, preach what is revealed to you from your Lord. If you do not preach, it will be as
though you have not conveyed My message. Allah protects you from men. He does not guide the

unbelieving people” (5:67).



The Prophet (S) executed the Command of Allah (azwj) and declared that Ali (‘a) had received Divine
Authority for leadership over His (‘a) creatures. He (S) made this declaration on the day of Ghadir
Khumm (I8th of Dhu ‘I-Hajja). After the prayer in congregation he (S) conveyed the command and asked

people present to bear testimony and inform those who were absent.

‘Umar Ibn 'Udhayna has said: ‘All, except Abu al-Jarud, have narrated this Hadith.” ‘Abu Ja’far (‘a) said:
'One commandment would come after the other and the commandment about Leadership and
Guardianship with Divine Authority was the last of such commandments. Allah (azwj) then sent down
this:

“On this day | have perfected your religion, completed My favours to you, and chosen Islam as
your religion....” (5:3).

Abu Ja'far (‘a) said: ‘Allah (azwj) said: ‘I will not send down any other commandments thereafter. | have

completed for you the commandments’s.
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Muhammad Ibn Yahya has narrated from Ahmad Ibn Muhammad and Muhammad Ibn al-Husayn both
of them from Muhammad Ibn Isma'il lbn Bazi' who from Mansur Ibn Yunus, from Abu al-Jarud who has
said the following:

‘I heard Abu Ja’far say: ‘Allah (azwj) has Commanded people to fulfil five obligations. They have

undertaken the responsibility for four of these obligations but they have ignored one.’

‘The narrator has said: ‘| asked the Imam (‘a), ‘May Allah (azwj) keep my soul in service for your cause,
will you please, describe them for me?’

The Imam (‘a) said: ‘The Prayer is one of such obligations. People did not know how to perform the
Prayer. Jibril descended and said: ‘O Muhammad (S) explain to them the timing for the Prayer.” Then
the Command to pay Zakat came. Jibril then said: ‘O Muhammad (S) explain to them how to pay Zakat
as you (S) have explained to them about the Prayer.” Then the Command to fast came. The Messenger
of Allah (S) would send information to the nearby towns and would ask people to fast on the day of
‘Ashura’9 and people would fast on that day.

Then the (Command to Fast during the) month of Ramadan came between the month of Sha'ban and
Shawwal. Thereafter, came the Command for Hajj. Jibril descended and said to the Holy Prophet:
‘Explain to them the rules of Hajj as you (S) have explained to them about the Prayer, Zakat and

Fasting.’

Allah Completed The Religion ‘Islam’ On The Day Of Arafah

‘Thereafter came the Command in the verse about the people who possess Divine Authority. It came to
him (S) on Friday, the Day of Arafah on the ninth of the month of Dhu al-Hajja. Allah (azwj) sent the
following verse of the Holy Qur’an:

“... On this day | have perfected your religion, completed My favours to you, and chosen Islam as
your religion....” (5:3).

The perfection of religion came about with the declaration of the fact that Ali (‘a) Ibn Abu Talib
possessed Divine Authority over the people. The Messenger of Allah (S) then said at that time: ‘My
followers have lived very close to the age of darkness and ignorance. When | speak of the Divine



Authority of my cousin, one says this and one says that.

| (S) say this to myself (S) in my soul without speaking it out with my tongue. Then the decisive
Command of Allah (azwj) came in which He (azwj) had warned me of punishment for not preaching to
people about the Divine Authority (of Ali (‘a)). And then the following verse of the Holy Qur'an was sent:

“O Messenger, preach what is revealed to you from your Lord. If you do not preach, it will be as
though you have not conveyed My message. Allah protects you from men. He does not guide the
unbelieving people” (5:67).

The Messenger of Allah (S) then holding the hand of Ali (‘a) raised it up high and said: ‘O people, there
had lived no prophet (‘a) before me (S) whom Allah (azwj) would not cause to become old. After such
age Allah (azwj) would call them to die. | (S) may be called to die any time very soon but would remain
responsible as well as you. What then would you say?’ They replied: ‘We will testify and say that you (S)
preached, gave good advice and fulfilled your (S) responsibilities. May Allah (azwj) Grant you (S) the
best of the rewards that He (azwj) has Granted to the messengers.” He (the Holy Prophet (S)) then said:
‘O Lord, bear testimony.' He (S) said so three times. Then he (S) said: ‘O the community of the Muslims!
this is the person (‘a) who possesses Divine Authority over you after me (S). Those of you present here
must inform about this declaration to those who are absent from here.’

‘Abu Ja'far (‘a) has said: ‘| swear by Allah (azwj), that Ali (‘a) was the Guardian of the trust of Allah
(azwj) in His creatures, the Guardian of His (azwj) Secrets and religion which He (azwj) has chosen for
Himself (azwj). Then the Holy Prophet experienced what is to be experienced and called Ali (‘a) near
and said: ‘O Ali (‘a), | (S) want to appoint and entrust you (‘a) with that which Allah (azwj) has Entrusted
me (S) of His (azwj) secrets, His (azwj) knowledge, His (azwj) creatures and His (azwj) religion which He
(azwj) has chosen for Himself.” The Imam (‘a) then said: ‘O Ziyad! | swear by Allah (azwj) that no one
besides Ali (‘a) had any share in it (appointed as Divine Authority over the people). Ali (‘a), thereafter

experienced what was to be experienced (the time of his leaving this world).

He (‘a) then called his children who numbered twelve sons. He said to them: ‘My children, Allah (azwj)
has Decided to place in me (‘a) the noble tradition that He (azwj) had placed in Jacob (‘a) (Ya'qub).
Jacob (‘a) called all of his children who numbered twelve sons and he informed them about (the status
of) their companion (brother, Joseph (‘a)). Please note that | (‘a) also want to inform you about your
companion. These two, Al-Hasan (‘a) and al-Husayn (‘a) are the children of the Messenger of Allah (S).
You must listen to them (‘a), obey and support them (‘a).

| have entrusted them (‘a) with that which the Messenger of Allah (S) had entrusted me (‘a) in the
matters of the creatures of Allah (azwj), His (azwj) secrets and His (azwj) religion, which He (azwj) has
chosen for Himself (azwj). Allah (azwj) has Made of the responsibility of Ali (‘a) toward them (‘a) just like
the responsibility of the Messenger of Allah (S) toward Ali (‘a). All of their (‘a) virtuous perfection is equal
except the elderliness in age. Al-Husayn (‘a) would never raise his voice in a meeting in the presence of



Al- Hasan (‘a) before he would leave the place.’” ‘Al-Hasan (‘a) then experienced (the coming of the time
of his death) what is to be experienced. He delivered and submitted it (the Divine trust) all to al-Husayn
(‘a).

When the time of the death of al-Husayn (‘a) came he (‘a) called his eldest daughter, Fatimah, and gave
to her a sealed document and his publicly declared will. Ali Ibn al- Husayn (‘a) was ill with internal iliness
and they thought he was about to die. Fatimah gave the document to Ali Ibn al-Husayn (‘a) and
thereafter, | swear by Allah (azwj) that document came to us.” Al-Husayn Ibn Muhammad has narrated
from Mu'alla Ibon Muhammad from Muhammad Ibn Jumhur from Muhammad Ibn Isma’il Ibn Bazi' from

Mansur Ibn Yunus from Abu al-Jarud from Abu Ja’far (‘a) a similar Hadith’10.
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Muhammad Ibn al-Husayn and others have narrated from Sahl from Muhammad Ibn 'lsa, Muhammad
lbn Yahya and Muhammad Ibn al-Husayn all of them from Muhammad Ibn Sinan from Ismalil Ibn Jabir
and 'Abd al-Karim Ibn 'Amr from 'Abd Al-Hamid Ibn Abu al-Daylam who has narrated the following from
Abu Abd Allah (‘a):

‘Moses (‘a) prepared his will and gave it to Yusha' Ibn Nunas. Yusha' Ion Nunas made his will to give it
to the sons of Harun (‘a). He did not make a will to his own sons or to the sons of Moses (‘a). To Allah
(azwj) belong all the good choices. He (azwj) Chooses whomever He (azwj) Wants from whomever He

(azwj) Wants. He (azwj) Gave the glad news about Jesus (‘a) to Moses (‘a) and Yusha (‘a)’. When Allah



(azwj) appointed Jesus (‘a) as His Messenger, Jesus (‘a) said to them (his people), 'After me there will
come a prophet whose name will be '‘Ahmad (S) ' from the descendants of Isma’il (a). He (S) will come
and affirm my message and your message, my excuses and your excuses.' The will continued after him
in the protecting disciples. Allah (azwj) has called them 'protectors' because they preserved the greatest
name and it is the Book through which such knowledge of all things is learned that existed with the
prophets (‘a) as Allah (azwj) has said in the following Verse: ‘We sent Our messengers (before you) with
clear evidence (to support their truthfulness), and sent with them the Book and the Balance....' (57:25).

The Book is the greatest name. Of what is known as the books are the Torah, Gospel and al-Furgan
(the Holy Qur’an) of which also is the book of Noah, the book of Salihas, Shu'aybas and Abraham (‘a).
Allah (azwj) has said:

“This is what is written in the ancient heavenly books” (87: 18).
“The Scriptures of Abraham and Moses” (87: 19).

Where then is the book of Abraham (‘a)? In fact, the book of Abraham (‘a) is the greatest name. The
book of Moses (‘a) is the greatest name. Thus, the will continued through one scholar to the next scholar
until they delivered it to Muhammad (S). ‘When Allah (azwj) Sent Muhammad (S) the descendants of the

‘protecting’ disciples accepted his faith but the lying ones of the Israelites refused to believe in him (S).

He (S) prayed to Allah (azwj) and worked hard for His (azwj) Cause. Thereafter, Allah (azwj)
Commanded him to declare the excellence of the executor of his will and he said: ‘My Lord (azwj), the
Arabs are the most rude and unjust ones. They did not have any books with them, no Prophet had come
to them and they do not know the virtues of the Prophecy of the prophets (‘a) and their honour. They will

not believe me if | declare to them the excellence and virtues of my family’. Allah (azwj), said:
“Do not be grieved about them” (16: 127).

“.. We have told him, Ignore them and say to them “peace”. They will soon know the
consequences of their deeds” (43:89).

He (S) mentioned the name of the executor of his will and hypocrisy crept into their (certain Arabs')

hearts. The Messenger of Allah (S) noticed it and whatever they were to say.
‘Allah (azwj) said:

“O Muhammad! We know that what they say causes sadness to your heart. They, in fact, not only
reject what you say, they refuse to accept the signs of Allah also” (6:33).

However, they refused to accept them without any good reason and authority. The Messenger of Allah
(S) would associate with them and seek the support of certain ones of them against the other ones

among them. He (S) would continue to express the excellence of the executor of his will to them from



time to time until the following Chapter of the Holy Qur’an was revealed.

He (S) presented justifications against them when he was informed of death approaching and the news
of his leaving this world. Allah (azwj) said:

“When you are free from (your obligations), strive hard (to worship Allah)” (94:7).
“And be devoted to your Lord's service” (94:8).

Allah (azwj) in the above verse has said to His Messenger (S): ‘When your duty is fulfilled then establish
your mark and symbol and declare who will be the executor of the will, and speak to them of his
excellence and virtues’. Thus, Muhammad (S) declared: ‘Over whomever | have Divine Authority, this Ali
(‘a) also has Divine Authority over them. O Lord (azwj), support those who will support him and be the

enemy of those who are hostile to him.” He (S) said so three times.

He (S) has further said: ‘I will commission and send the man (‘a) who loves Allah (azwj) and His

Messenger (S), and Allah (azwj) and His Messenger (S) love him (‘a). He is not the one who would run
away from the battlefield.' In the above statement he (S) points out also the one who returned from the
gates of the castle (of the enemy) frightening and disheartening his own people’. He (S) has also said:
‘Ali (‘a) is the leader of the believers. Ali (‘a) is the pillar of religion.' He (S) has further said: ‘This is the

one (‘a) who will strive against certain people with his sword to defend the truth, after me (S)’.

The Holy Prophet (S) has also said: ‘The truth is with Ali (‘a) wherever he (‘a) inclines’. The Holy Prophet
has further said: ‘| leave among you two facts, if you hold to them firmly, you will never be misled: The
Book of Allah (azwj) and my family (‘a), my descendants (‘a). O people, listen! | (‘a) have, certainly,
preached the message to you. You will arrive at the pond of al-Kawthar11 and | (S) will ask you about
your dealings with the two illustrious matters. The two illustrious matters are the Book of Allah (azwj) and
my family (‘a). Do not proceed ahead of them (‘a) lest you be destroyed. Do not try to teach them (‘a);
they (‘a) are by far more knowledgeable than you are’. ‘Al-Hujja’12 was established through the words of
the Holy Prophet (S) and those of the Book that people read.

He (S) still continued to extol the excellence and spiritual virtues of his family (‘a) in words and explain

with verses of the Holy Qur’an such as:

“People of the House! 13Allah wants to remove all kinds of uncleanness from you and to keen you
thoroughly purified” (33:33).

“Take notice that whatever property you may gain, one-fifth belongs to Allah, the Messenger, the
kindred (his relatives)” (8:41).

“Give the relatives (of the Holy Prophet), the destitute and those who when on a journey have
become needy, their dues” (17:26).



‘It was Ali (‘a) and his right was to have, as the executor in his possession, the will of the Holy Prophet
(S) that gave him (‘a) the Leadership with Divine Authority. The will assigned to him (‘a) the
custodianship of the greatest name, the legacy of knowledge and the symbols of knowledge of the

prophet-hood. He (azwj) (Allah) also has said:

“(Muhammad), say, ‘I do not ask you for any payment for my preaching to you except (your) love
of (my near) relatives....” (42:23).

In, ... questions are asked about al-Maw'udah; translated as “the baby girls buried alive”14. He (Allah) in
fact, says: ‘I question you about al-Maw'udah, the love. | had told you about its great virtue. It was the
love of the relatives (family of the Holy Prophet) but for what reason did you murder them (members of
the family of the Holy Prophet)? He (azwj) has said:

“Ask those who know about the heavenly Books if you do not know about this” (16:43).

He (azwj) has said that the Book is the reminder and the people of this reminder (the Book) are the Ahl
al-Bayt of Muhammad (S). Allah (azwj) has Commanded them (people) to ask Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) for
guidance. He (azwj) has not commanded Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) to ask the ignorant people.

Allah (azwj) has called the Holy Qur’an ‘Dhikr’15, thus, He (azwj) has Said:

“We have revealed the Quran to you so that you can tell the people what has been revealed to
them and so that perhaps they will think” (16:44).

Allah (azwj) has Said:

“The Quran is a reminder to you and to your people and you will soon be asked for guidance”
(43:44).

Allah (azwj) has also said:

“Believers, obey Allah, His Messenger, and your leaders (who possess Divine Authority) ...”
(4:59).

He (azwj) has said:

“Had they referred it to (Allah), the Messenger of Allah or to their leaders, (who possess Divine
Authority), they could have used that information more properly. Were it not for the favour and
mercy of Allah, all but a few of them would have followed Satan” (4:83).

The words 'Had they referred’ in the above verse are the command referenced to in the matter and the
task mentioned. People must refer in such tasks to those (‘a) who possess Divine Authority among
them.



They are the people that Allah (azwj) has Commanded to be obeyed and referred to. ‘When the
Messenger of Allah (S) returned from his farewell pilgrimage to the sacred House in Makkah, Jibril

descended to him (S) and said:

“Messenger, preach what is revealed to you from your Lord. If you will not preach, it will be as
though you have not conveyed My message. Allah protects you from men. He does not guide the
unbelieving people” (5:67).

He (S) called the people to come together at one place and they did. He (S) ordered that the thorns and
bushes be removed from the ground to make room. He (‘a) then said: ‘O people, who is your guardian
with Divine Authority who has greater right and control over your souls than you yourselves do?' They
said: ‘Allah (azwj) and His Messenger (S) have such authority’. The Holy Prophet (S) then said: ‘Over
whomever | (S) have Divine Authority, this Ali (‘a) also has the same degree of authority. O Lord (azwj),
support those who support him (‘a) (Ali) and be the enemy of those who are his (‘a) (Ali 's) enemies’. He

(S) said this three times.

This made the thorn of hypocrisy to go deeper into the hearts of a certain group of people who said:
‘Allah (azwj) has never said any such thing to Muhammad (S). He (S) wants only to lift up the shoulder
of His cousin to promote him (‘a)’. When he arrived at Madina, the Ansar16 (Muslims of Madina) came to
see him for a certain issue. They said: ‘O Messenger of Allah (S), Allah (azwj) has Granted us a great
deal of favours. He (azwj) has Granted us honour in bringing you (S) to this town among us. In so doing
He (azwj) has Brought joy to the hearts of our friends and sorrow to our enemies. We know that many
delegates come to see you (S) and there is not enough to give them and the enemies call it de-grading.
We like very much if you accept one-third of our properties so that when delegates from Makkah come

to see you, you will find enough means to accommodate them’.

The Messenger of Allah (S) did not reply to them and he (S) was waiting for Jibril to come from his Lord

(azwij). Jibril descended and said:

“Muhammad, say, ‘I do not ask you for any payment for my preaching to you except (your) love of
(my) near relatives” (42:23).

He (S) did not accept their property. The hypocrites said: ‘Allah has not said this to Muhammad. He (S)
only wants to lift up the shoulder of his cousin to promote him (‘a). He is imposing his family upon us.
Yesterday he said: ‘Over whomever | (S) have Divine Authority, this Ali (‘a) also has the same degree of

Divine Authority over them’ and today he (S) says:

‘IMuhammad] say, “ do not ask you for any payment for my preaching to you except (your) love
of (my) near relatives ...” (42:23).

Thereafter came the Verse of the Holy Qur'an about Khums17



They said: ‘He (S) wants only to take away our properties and interests’. Then Jibril came and said: ‘O
Muhammad (S) you have completed the task of prophet-hood and the duration of your life is coming to a
close. You, now, must place the greatest name, the legacy of the knowledge and the symbols of
knowledge of prophet-hood with Ali (‘a). It is because | (azwj) (Allah) do not want to leave the earth
without having a scholar (‘a) therein so that people will learn from him how to obey Me (azwj) and know
through him (‘a) My (azwj) Guardianship and Authority.

The scholar (‘a) will be the Divine Authority for those who come to be born at a time between the
passing away of one Prophet (‘a) and the appearance of the next Prophet (‘a)’. ‘The Imam (‘a) said: ‘He
(S) bequeathed to him (Imam Ali (‘a)) the greatest name, the legacy of the knowledge and the symbols
of knowledge of the prophet- hood. He (S) also bequeathed to him (‘a) a thousand words and a
thousand chapters whereby there opened a thousand chapters and a thousand words from each chapter
and each word’18.

Virtues Of Amir Al-Mu’minin
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Muhammad Ibn Yahya has narrated from Ahmad Ibn Muhammad Ibn Khalid from al-Qasim Ibn

Muhammad from Jamil Ibn Salih from Yusuf Ibn Abu Said who has narrated the following:

‘l once was with Abu Abd Allah (‘a) and he (‘a) (the Imam) said to me: ‘When it will be the Day of
Judgment, Allah (azwj) will Raise all creatures, among them Noah (‘a) will be the first to have been
called and it will be asked, ‘Did you preach?” He will reply, ‘Yes, | preached.’ It will be asked: ‘Who
testifies in your favour?” He will say, ‘Muhammad Ibn 'Abd Allah (S) testifies.” He (‘a) (the Imam) said:
‘Noah (‘a) will then come out and people walk until they come to Muhammad (S). He will be like a large

amount of musk with Ali (‘a) along with him as it is mentioned in the words of Allah (azwj):
“... when they saw him happy the faces of the unbelievers turned troubled” (67:27).

Noah (‘a) will say to Muhammad (S), O Allah Grant compensation to Muhammad and his family worthy

of their services to Your cause, ‘O Muhammad, Allah (azwj) Asks me if | preached.



| replied: ‘Yes, | did, but He (azwj) asked: ‘Who testifies in your favour?’ | said: ‘Muhammad (S) testifies.’
He (S) will say: “O Ja'far (‘a), O Hamzah (‘a), go and testify in his favour that he had preached.” Abu Abd
Allah (‘a) then said: ‘Ja’far (‘a) and Hamzah (‘a) are witnesses in favour of the prophets (‘a), in support of
their preaching.' | then asked: ‘I pray to Allah (azwj) to keep my soul in service for your (‘a) cause, where
will be Ali (‘a)?' He (‘a) (the Imam) said: ‘His rank is greater than that’. 19

1. Circumbalating seven times around the Ka’abah.

2. Safa is a small mountain located at the bottom of the Abu Qubais Mountain, about 130 m (430 ft) southeast of the
Ka'bah, which is the beginning of the Sa'ee [Note of Al-Islam.org].
3. Al-Kafi, vol. 1, p. 243, H. 637.

4. Pond in the Paradise.

5. The Cloak.

6. Uncleanness.

7. Al-Kafi, vol. 1, p. 287, H. 750.

8. Al-Kafi, vol. 1, p. 290, H. 753.

9. The 10th of the Month of Muharram.

10. Al-Kafi, vol. 1, p. 291, H. 755.

11. Pond in Paradise.

12. Solid proof of Ali (‘a) 's Wilayah.

13. Ahl Al-Bayt.

14. Refer to the Verse:

u.l.‘i» 4 g2 el lil;
“And when the female infant buried alive is asked” (81:8).

15. To Remember, Mention.
16. The Muslims helpers.
17. Paying one-fifth of net income as tax. See Holy Qur'an:
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“And know that whatever thing you gain, a fifth of it is for Allah and for the Messenger and for the near of kin and the
orphans and the needy and the wayfarer, if you believe in Allah and in that which We revealed to Our servant, on the day of

distinction, the day on which the two parties met; and Allah has power over all things” (8:41).

18. Al-Kafi, vol. 1, p. 294, H. 759. Al-Kafi, ch.65, H. 3.
19. Al-Kafi, vol. 8, p. 26, H. 14840; hadith about Resurrection.
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