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Salatul Layl
The time for Salatul Layl begins after midnight until the time for Fajr (morning) prayers. The best time for
it is as close to the Fajr prayer as possible. When there is not enough time, it is recommended to at least
recite the last three raka’ats, or even just the last rak’ah of Salatul Witr.
Salatul Layl consists of a total of 11 raka’ats, divided into the following prayers:
1. Naﬁlah of Layl: 8 raka’ats (4 x 2 raka’ats)
2. Salât al-Shaf’a: 2 raka’ats
3. Salat al-Witr: 1 raka’at

Method
The foundation of the prayer consists of the 11 raka’ats. In addition, there are a variety of surahs and
supplications that have been recommended for recitation during these raka’ats. What follows is the
description of one of the ways that has been recommended.
Additional supplications are also included. Please also refer to the section on Salatul Layl in Al-Baqiyat
al-Salihat (commonly found on the margins of or as an appendix to Mafatihul Jinan) for other variations.

Naﬁlah of Layl
The 8 raka’ats of Naﬁlah are divided into four prayers of two raka’ats each. With the intention of reciting
two raka’ats of Salatul layl, recite two raka’ats like the Fajr prayer.
After Sura al-Hamd it is recommended to recite al-Ikhlas (#112) in the ﬁrst raka’at and Sura al-Kaﬁrun
(#109) in the second raka’at. Qunut is recommended in the second raka’at and can simply consist of
saying a salawat only or subhanallah three times.
In the other salats of Naﬁlah of Layl, any small surahs can be recited after Sura al-Hamd. It is also
permissible to omit the second surah after Suratul Hamd during these raka’ats.

Sura al-Kaﬁrun (#109)
ﻢﻴﺣ اﻟﺮﻤﻦﺣ اﻟﺮﻪ اﻟﻢﺑِﺴ

َﺪُونﺒﺎ ﺗَﻌﺪُ ﻣﺒﻋ اونَ ﻻﺮﺎﻓْﺎ اﻟﻬﻳﺎ ا ﻳﻗُﻞ

ﺪﺗﱡﻢﺒﺎ ﻋﺎﺑِﺪٌ ﻣﻧَﺎ ﻋ اﻻﺪُ وﺒﻋﺎ اﺎﺑِﺪُونَ ﻣ ﻋﻧﺘُﻢ اﻻو

 دِﻳﻦﻟ وﻢُ دِﻳﻨﻢَﺪُ ﻟﺒﻋﺎ اﺎﺑِﺪُونَ ﻣ ﻋﻧﺘُﻢ اﻻو
In the name of Allah the Beneﬁcent, the Merciful
Say: O unbelievers
I do not serve that which you serve
Nor do you serve Him Whom I serve
Nor am I going to serve that which you serve
Nor are you going to serve Him Whom I serve
You shall have your religion and I shall have my religion.

Salat al-Shaf’a
This is a two rak’aat prayer, and there is no qunoot in it.
1st raka’at: Recite Sura an Nas after al-Hamd.
2nd raka’at: Recite Sura al-Falaq after al-Hamd.

Sura al-Falaq (#113)
ﻢﻴﺣ اﻟﺮﻤﻦﺣ اﻟﺮﻪ اﻟﻢﺑِﺴ

ﺎ ﺧَﻠَﻖِ ﻣﻦ ﺷَﺮ ﻣ، ِ اﻟْﻔَﻠَﻖبﻮذُ ﺑِﺮﻋ ا ﻗُﻞ،

َﺪﺴذَا ﺣﺪٍ اﺎﺳِ ﺣﻦ ﺷَﺮﻣ و، ِﻘَﺪ اﻟْﻌِ اﻟﻨﱠﻔﱠﺎﺛَﺎتِ ﻓﻦ ﺷَﺮﻣ و، ﻗَﺐذَا و اﻖِ ﻏَﺎﺳﻦ ﺷَﺮﻣو
In the name of Allâh the Beneﬁcent, the Merciful.
Say: I seek refuge with (Allâh) the Lord of the daybreak

From the evil of what He has created;
And from the evil of the dark night as it comes into darkness
And from the evil of those who blow in knots
And from the evil of the envier when he envies.

Sura an-Nas (#114)
ﻢﻴﺣ اﻟﺮﻤﻦﺣ اﻟﺮﻪ اﻟﻢﺑِﺴ

ِ اﻟﻨﱠﺎسﻟَﻪ ا، ِﻚِ اﻟﻨﱠﺎسﻠ ﻣ، ِِ اﻟﻨﱠﺎسبﻮذُ ﺑِﺮﻋ ا ﻗُﻞ،

ِ اﻟﻨﱠﺎس و اﻟْﺠِﻨﱠﺔﻦ ﻣ، ِﺪُورِ اﻟﻨﱠﺎس ﺻ ﻓﻮِسﺳﻮ اﻟﱠﺬِي ﻳ، ِاسِ اﻟْﺨَﻨﱠﺎسﻮﺳِ اﻟْﻮﻦ ﺷَﺮﻣ
In the Name of Allâh, the Beneﬁcent, the Merciful.
Say: I seek refuge with (Allâh) the Lord of mankind
The King of mankind
The God of mankind
From the evil of the whisperer who withdraws
Who whispers in the hearts of mankind,
From among the jinns and men.

Salatul Witr
This is a one rak’ah prayer. The following surahs are recited after Sura al-Hamd.
Sura al-Ikhlas (#112) 3 times
Sura al-Falaq (#113) 1 time
Sura an-Nas (#114) 1 time

Qunut of Salatul Witr
After completing the Surahs recite Qunut in the following manner. It is highly emphasized to be humble
and tearful in Salatul Witr. Raise the left hand for asking forgiveness and use the right for holding a
tasbih. Some recommended duas are as follows.
a) Recite the following du’a
(See also the longer version of this du’a: Du’a Qunut for Salatul Layl)
ﻢﻴﺣ اﻟﺮﻤﻦﺣ اﻟﺮﻪ اﻟﻢﺑِﺴ

ﻢﺮِﻳْ اﻟﻢﻴﻠ اﻟْﺤﻪ اﻟﻻ اﻟَﻪﻵ ا

ﻢﻴﻈ اﻟْﻌﻠ اﻟْﻌﻪ اﻟﻻ اﻟَﻪﻵ ا

ﻊﺒاتِ اﻟﺴﺎوﻤِ اﻟﺴب رﻪﺎنَ اﻟﺤﺒﺳ

ﻊﺒ اﻟﺴﻦﻴﺿرِ اﻻب رو

ﻦﺘَﻬﺎ ﺗَﺤ ﻣ وﻦﻗَﻬﺎ ﻓَﻮ ﻣ وﻦﻨَﻬﻴﺎ ﺑ ﻣ وﻬِﻦﻴﺎ ﻓ ﻣو

ﻦﻴﻠﺳﺮ اﻟْﻤﻠ ﻋمﻼ ﺳ وﻢﻴﻈشِ اﻟْﻌﺮ اﻟْﻌبر

ﻦﻴﺎﻟَﻤِ اﻟْﻌب رﻪﺪُ ﻟﻤ اﻟْﺤو

ﻦﺮِﻳ اﻟﻄﱠﺎﻫﻪ آﻟﺪٍ وﻤﺤ ﻣﻠ ﻋﻪ اﻟﻠﱠ ﺻو
In the name of Allah, the Beneﬁcent the merciful
There is no god except Allah
the Forbearing, the Generous
There is no god except Allah
the High the Almighty
Glory be to Allah
Lord of the seven heavens
and Lord of the seven earths
and whatever is in them, and between them
and above them and below them,
Lord of the Mighty Throne.
Peace be on the Messengers.
All praise is for Allah Lord of the worlds.
O Allah bless Muhammad and his pure family.

b) Recite 70 times this prayer for forgiveness
ﻪﻟَﻴ اب اَﺗُﻮ وِﺑ رﻪ اﻟﺮﺘَﻐْﻔاَﺳ
I seek forgiveness of Allah my Lord and I turn to Him
c) Ask for the forgiveness of forty believers, men and women, who have died or are living, by repeating
forty times:
ِ لﺮ اﻏْﻔﻢاَﻟﻠّﻬ
O’ Allah, forgive
Fill in the names of believers. Apart from relatives and friends, it is recommended to remember the
Ulama (Scholars) who have served and propagated Islam. If it is not possible to name forty believers,
name as many as possible and then say:
ِﻨَﺎتﻣﻮ اﻟْﻤ وﻦﻴﻨﻣﻮﻠْﻤ ﻟﺮ اﻏْﻔﻢاَﻟﻠّﻬ
O Allah forgive all believers, male and female
Then say:
ﻪﻟَﻴ اب اَﺗُﻮ و ﻧَﻔْﺴﻠ ﻋاﻓﺮﺳ ا وﻣﺮ ﺟ و ﻇُﻠْﻤﻊﻴﻤﺠ ﻟﻮم اﻟْﻘَﻴ اﻟْﺤﻮ ﻫﻻ اﻟَﻪ ا اﻟﱠﺬِي ﻻﻪ اﻟﺮﺘَﻐْﻔاَﺳ
I seek forgiveness of Allah, He who there is no god but He, the Ever living, the subsisting, from all my
oppressions and my sins and my excesses on my soul, and I turn (repentant) to Him
d) Repeat seven times:
ِ اﻟﻨﱠﺎرﻦﺬِ ﺑِﻚَ ﻣﺂﺋ اﻟْﻌﻘَﺎمﻫﺬَا ﻣ
This is the position of one who seeks refuge in You from the ﬁre
e) Say three hundred times: ﻔْﻮاَﻟْﻌ
(I ask for Your) pardon
Then say:

َﻠ ﻋ ﺗُﺐ وﻨﻤﺣ ار و ﻟﺮِ اﻏْﻔبر

ﻢﻴﺣ اﻟﺮاب اﻟﺘﱠﻮﻧﱠﻚَ اَﻧْﺖا
My Lord, forgive me and have mercy on me, and turn to me Surely You are the Oft-returning, the
Merciful
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