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Right n. 11: The Right of Fasting
ﺣﻖ اﻟﺼﻮم

ِﻦ اﻟﻨﱠﺎر ﻣﺘﺮ'َكَ ﺑﻪﺴﻴﻚَ ﻟﻄْﻨﺟِﻚَ و ﺑﻓَﺮﺮِكَ وﺼﻚَ و ﺑﻌﺳﻤﻚَ وﺎﻧﺴ ﻟَﻠ ﻋﻪ اﻟﻪﺑﺮ ﺿﺠﺎب ﺣﻧﱠﻪ اﻠَﻢنْ ﺗَﻌ ﻓَﺎمﻮ اﻟﺼﻖﺎ ﺣﻣاو
ْإن و.ﺎﻮ ﺑﺠﺤﻮنَ ﻣَنْ ﺗ اتﻮﺟﺎ رﻬﺘﺒﺠ ﺣاﻓُﻚَ ﻓﻃْﺮ اﻨَﺖ اﻟﻨّﺎرِ« ﻓﺈنْ ﺳﻦﻨﱠﺔٌ ﻣ ﺟمﻮﺪﻳﺚِ »اﻟﺼ اﻟْﺤ ﻓﺎءﺬَا ﺟﻫو
ةاﻟﻘُﻮ وةﻮﻠﺸﱠﻬ ﻟﻴﺔ اﻟﺪﱠاﻋةﺎ ﺑﺎﻟﻨﱠﻈْﺮ ﻟَﻬﺲﺎ ﻟَﻴ ﻣَ إﻟﻊﺎب ﻓَﺘُﻄّﻠﺠﺎتِ اﻟْﺤﻨَﺒ ﺟﻓَﻊﺎ وﺗَﺮﺎﺑﻬﺠ ﺣ ﻓﻄَﺮِبﺎ ﺗَﻀﺘَﻬﻛ ﺗَﺮﻧْﺖا
ﻪةَ إﻻ ﺑﺎﻟﻻ ﻗُﻮ و.ﻨْﻪ ﻣجﺗَﺨﺮ وﺎبﺠ اﻟْﺤنْ ﺗَﺨﺮِق اﻦ ﺗَﺄﻣ ﻟَﻢﻪ ﻟﺔﻴﺪِّ اﻟﺘﱠﻘ ﺣﻦ ﻋﺔاﻟْﺨَﺎرِﺟ.
And the right of fasting is that you should know it is a veil, which God has set up over your
tongue, your hearing and your sight, your private parts and your stomach, to protect you from
the Fire. This meaning is asserted in the tradition: “Fasting is a shield against the Fire.” Thus if
your parts become tranquil within the veil of fasting, you have hopes of being protected.1 But if
you leave them agitated behind the veil and let them lift the sides of the veil, so they look at
things that are not lawful for them to look at that incite lust and powers that are beyond the limits
of being God-fearing, you will not be safe from tearing through the veil and coming out of it. And
there is no power but in God.

The Philosophy behind Fasting
Since sins are usually committed via the tongue, the eyes, the ears, the stomach or the unleashing of
sexual desires, Imam Sajjad considers the philosophy behind fasting to be restraining oneself from
committing sins. The Imam considers fasting to provide a veil over our body parts that will prevent them
from engaging in sin. The Qur’an expresses the same philosophy behind fasting in the following verse:
َ ﺗَﺘﱠﻘُﻮنﻢﻠﱠ ﻟَﻌﻢﻠﻦ ﻗَﺒ ﻣ اﻟﱠﺬِﻳﻦَﻠ ﻋﺐﺘﺎ ﻛﻤ ﻛﺎمﻴ اﻟﺼﻢﻠَﻴ ﻋﺐﺘﻨُﻮاْ ﻛ آﻣﺎ اﻟﱠﺬِﻳﻦﻬﻳﺎ اﻳ

“O’ ye who believe! Fasting is prescribed to you as it was prescribed to those before you, that ye
may (learn) self-restraint.” [The Holy Qur’an, al--Baqarah 2:183]
We see that self-restraint has been stated to be the main reason behind fasting. Fasting implies selfrestraint. It has also been used for abstaining from talking as we read in the following verse in which the
Blessed Mary has been ordered not to talk in the form of a fast:
ﺎﻴﻧﺴ امﻮ اﻟْﻴﻢّﻠﻛ اﺎ ﻓَﻠَﻦﻣﻮ ﺻﻦﻤﺣﻠﺮ ﻟت ﻧَﺬَرّﻧ اﺪًا ﻓَﻘُﻮﻟﺣﺸَﺮِ ا اﻟْﺒﻦ ﻣﻳِﻦﺎ ﺗَﺮﻣﻨًﺎ ﻓَﺎﻴِي ﻋﻗَﺮ وِﺑاﺷْﺮ وﻠَﻓ
"So eat and drink and cool (thine) eye. And if thou dost see any man, say, 'I have vowed a fast to
(God) Most Gracious, and this day will I enter into no talk with any human being'" [The Holy
Qur’an, Maryam 19:26]

Fasting before Islam
From the verse Baqarah 2:183 that was cited above we can also conclude that fasting is not limited to
Muslims and it has been prescribed for those before us. It is most probable that the similarity is only in
its prescription for the religions that came before Islam, not in its number of days or time of fasting.

Fasting in the Old Testament
We read the following in the Old Testament regarding fasting:
ِﺪﻬﺎتِ اﻟْﻌﻤﻠ ﻛﻦﻴﺣ اﻟﻠﱠﻮَﻠ ﻋﺘَﺐَ ﻓ.ﺎء ﻣبﺸْﺮ ﻳﻟَﻢﺰاً و ﺧُﺒﻞﻛﺎ ﻳﻠَﺔً ﻟَﻢ ﻟَﻴﻴﻦﻌﺑراﺎراً و ﻧَﻬﻴﻦﻌﺑرِ اﻨْﺪَ اﻟﺮ ﱠبﻨَﺎكَ ﻋﺎنَ ﻫﻛو
ﺸَﺮﺎتِ اﻟْﻌﻤﻠْاﻟ.
“And he was there with the Lord forty days and forty nights; he did neither eat bread, nor drink water.
And he wrote upon the tablets the words of the covenant, the Ten Commandments.”2 [The Old
Testament, Exodus 34:28]

Fasting in the New Testament
We read the following in the New Testament regarding fasting:
ًﻴﺮاﺧﺎعَ اﻠَﺔً ﺟ ﻟَﻴﻴﻦﻌﺑراﺎراً و ﻧَﻬﻴﻦﻌﺑر اﺎمﺎ ﺻﺪَ ﻣﻌ ﻓَﺒ.ﻴﺲﻠﺑ اﻦ ﻣبﺮﺠﻴ ﻟوح اﻟﺮﻦ ﻣﺔِﻳﺮ اﻟْﺒَﻟﻮعُ اﺴﺪَ ﻳﻌﺻ اﺛُﻢ.
“Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil. After fasting forty days and
forty nights, he was hungry.” [The New Testament, Matthew 4:1-2]

Fasting of the Disciples
We read the following in the New Testament regarding fasting by the disciples:
َﻠُﻮنﻛﺎﻴﺬُكَ ﻓَﻴﻣﺎ ﺗَﻼﻣاﻀﺎً وﻳ اِﻴﻦﻴِﻳﺴﻴﺬُ اﻟْﻔَﺮﻣﻚَ ﺗَﻼﺬَﻟﻛﺎتٍ وﻠْﺒﻮنَ ﻃﻘَﺪِّﻣﻳﻴﺮاً وﺜﻨﱠﺎ ﻛﻮﺣﻴﺬُ ﻳﻣ ﺗَﻼﻮمﺼﺎذَا ﻳﻤ »ﻟ:ﻗَﺎﻟُﻮا ﻟَﻪو
ﻓَﻊﺮ ﻳﻴﻦ ﺣﺎمﻳ اﺗﺘَﺎ ﺳﻦَﻟ؟ وﻢﻬﻌ ﻣﺮِﻳﺲ اﻟْﻌامﺎ دﻮنَ ﻣﻮﻣﺼسِ ﻳﺮ اﻟْﻌﻨﻠُﻮا ﺑﻌنْ ﺗَﺠونَ اﺗَﻘْﺪِر »ا:ﻢ ﻟَﻬﻮنَ؟« ﻓَﻘَﺎلﺑﺸْﺮﻳو
ﺎمﻳﻠْﻚَ اﻻ ﺗﻮنَ ﻓﻮﻣﺼﺬٍ ﻳﻴﻨَﺌ ﻓَﺤﻢﻨْﻬ ﻋﺮِﻳﺲاﻟْﻌ
“And they said unto him, Why do the disciples of John fast often, and make prayers, and likewise the
disciples of the Pharisees; but thine eat and drink? And he said unto them, Can ye make the children of
the bridechamber fast, while the bridegroom is with them? But the days will come, when the bridegroom
shall be taken away from them, and then shall they fast in those days.” 3 [Luke, 5:33-35]
From the above we can conclude that they fasted too. The number forty is also expressed, but it is not
clear how they fasted.4

The Period of Fasting in the Qur’an
Consider the following verse of the Holy Qur’an:
ﻦ ﻓَﻤﻴﻦﺴ ﻣﺎمﺔٌ ﻃَﻌﺪْﻳ ﻓﻴﻘُﻮﻧَﻪﻄ ﻳ اﻟﱠﺬِﻳﻦَﻠﻋ وﺧَﺮ اﺎمﻳ اﻦﺪﱠةٌ ﻣﻔَﺮٍ ﻓَﻌ ﺳَﻠ ﻋوﺎ اﺮِﻳﻀﻢ ﻣﻨﺎنَ ﻣﻦ ﻛاتٍ ﻓَﻤﺪُودﻌﺎ ﻣﺎﻣﻳا
َﻮنﻠَﻤ ﺗَﻌﻨﺘُﻢن ﻛ اﻢ ﻟﱠﺮﻮاْ ﺧَﻴﻮﻣن ﺗَﺼا و ﻟﱠﻪﺮ ﺧَﻴﻮا ﻓَﻬﺮعَ ﺧَﻴﺗَﻄَﻮ
“(Fasting) for a ﬁxed number of days; but if any of you is ill, or on a journey, the prescribed
number (should be made up) from days later. For those who can do it (with hardship), is a
ransom, the feeding of one that is indigent. But he that will give more, of his own free will, - it is
better for him. And it is better for you that ye fast, if ye only knew.” [The Holy Qur’an, al-Baqarah
2:184]
There are two opinions regarding the meaning of “a ﬁxed number of days.” Some consider it to mean
three days from each month. Ibn `Abbas adds the fasting on the day of Ashura5 to it. Some consider this
fasting to be recommended. Others consider it to be obligatory.
Other commentators have interpreted this to refer to the month of Ramadan.6 The majority of the
interpreters of the Holy Qur’an accept this view. They say that God brieﬂy expresses fasting to be for
one or two days, and then says it is for a ﬁxed number of days, that is the month of Ramadan. We can
also understand from this verse that fasting is obligatory for those who are not ill or on a journey. When
ill or on a journey, one should not fast. However, one should compensate by feeding the poor. Abdul
Rahman quoted on the authority of God’s Prophet :

ِﺮﻀ اﻟﺤﺮِ ﻓﻔْﻄﺎﻟﻤﻔَﺮِ ﻛ اﻟﺴ ﻓﻢﺎﺋاﻟﺼ.
“One who fasts while on a journey is like one who breaks his fast while he is at home.”7
It has been narrated on the authority of Imam Sadiq :
ِﺮﻀ اﻟﺤ ﻓﻴﻪﺮِ ﻓﻔْﻄﺎﻟﻤﻔَﺮِ ﻛ اﻟﺴﻀﺎنَ ﻓﻣﺮِ ر ﺷَﻬ ﻓﻢﺎﺋاﻟﺼ.
“One who fasts during the month of Ramadan while he is on a journey is like one who is at home and
breaks his fast.”8
In the interpretation of the above verse, we read in Majma’ al-Bayan: Ayashi quoted Muhammad ibn
Muslim on the authority of Imam Sadiq that the Prophet never fasted while on a journey. Then this verse
was revealed one day at noon when they were in a place called Kara ul-Ghameem. The Prophet asked
for a bowl of water, drank some, and ordered the people to drink too. Some of the people said: “It is near
the end of the day. It is better to complete our fast.” Then the Prophet called them sinners. They were
called sinners until the time of the death of the Prophet .

The Meaning of the Word ‘Ramadan’
The root of the word ‘Ramadan’ in Arabic is ‘ramaz’ that implies strong shining of the rays of the Sun on
pebbles. The Arabs named the various months according to the conditions at the time in which they
occurred. The month of fasting was coincident with the peak of the heat. Another account states that
Ramadan is one of the Names of God. That is why we are instructed not to refer to the month of fasting
as ‘Ramadan’ but ‘the month of Ramadan.” In yet a third account, the month of fasting is called
Ramadan because it burns away the sins.

Fasting and Patience
The Qur’an has interpreted fasting as patience. There is a tradition in which Imam Sadiq has been
quoted to have said the following in the interpretation of the Almighty God’s statement “Seek help from
patience and prayer”: What is meant by patience is fasting. When something really hard descends upon
man, he should fast since God the Almighty says “seek help from patience” - that is fasting.”9 The late
Majlisi has said the following in Mir’atul Uqool: The main part of fasting is imprisonment. Fasting is called
patience because it imprisons one and restrains him from eating, drinking and love-making.” 10

Traditions on the Nobility of Fasting and Its Effects
We can get a better understanding of the nobility of fasting and its importance by reviewing some of the

relevant traditions. Zurarah quoted on the authority of Imam Baqir :
ﺔ واﻟﻮِﻻﻳمﻮاﻟﺼ وﺞاﻟﺤ وﺎةﻛاﻟﺰ وﻼة اﻟﺼﻠ ﻋ: أﺷْﻴﺎءﺔﺴ ﺧَﻤﻠ ﻋﻼم اﻹﺳﻨﺑ.
“There are ﬁve pillars for Islam: praying, paying the alms-tax, the holy pilgrimage, fasting and the
friendship (of the Commander of the Faithful and the leaders that came after him).”11
Majlisi said: These may be contemporary things since Islam is shaky without them. Believing in these is
a part of Islam. It is also probable that what is meant by friendship is love of the Imams in addition to a
belief in them. Isma’il ibn Abi Ziyad quoted on the authority of Imam Sadiq on the authority of his
grandfathers that the Prophet told his companions:
مﻮ اﻟﺼ: ﻗﺎل.ﻠ ﺑ:ﻐْﺮِبِ؟ ﻗﺎﻟﻮاﻦ اﻟﻤ ﻣﺸْﺮِقﺪَ اﻟﻤﻤﺎ ﺗَﺒﺎﻋﻢ ﻛﻨﻄﺎنُ ﻋﺪَ اﻟﺸﱠﻴﻮه ﺗَﺒﺎﻋﻠْﺘُﻤ ﻓَﻌ إنْ أﻧﺘُﻢءَﻢ ﺑِﺸﻛﺧْﺒﺮأﻻ ا
،ﻴﻨَﻪﺗ وﻘْﻄَﻊ ﻳﻐْﻔﺎرﺘاﻻﺳ وهاﺑِﺮ د ﺗَﻘْﻄَﻊﺢﺎﻟ اﻟﺼﻞﻤ اﻟﻌﻠةُ ﻋﺆازَراﻟﻤ وﻪ اﻟ ﻓﺐاﻟﺤ وهﺮ ﻇَﻬﺮﺴَﺪَﻗَﺔُ ﺗاﻟﺼ وﻪﻬﺟ وِدﻮﺴﻳ
ﺎمﻴﺪانِ اﻟﺼزَﻛﺎةُ اﻷﺑ زَﻛﺎةٌ وءَ ﺷﻞﻟو.
“Do you want me to tell you what you can do that will cause Satan to go as far away from you as the
East is from the West?” They said: “O Prophet of God! Yes.” He said: “Fasting blackens Satan’s face.
Giving charity breaks his back, love for the sake of God and helping in doing good deeds roots him out,
and repentance cuts off his aorta. There is an alms tax for everything, and the alms of the body is
fasting.”12
The late Majlisi considers this a reliable tradition. Ibn Abi Amir quoted on the authority of some of the
companions, on the authority of Imam Sadiq : Almighty God revealed to Moses : What has prevented
you from supplicating to Me? He said: The bad smell of my mouth since I am fasting. God the Almighty
revealed:
ِﻚﺴ اﻟﻤﻦ رﻳﺢﻨْﺪي ﻣ ﻋﺐ أﻃْﻴﻢﺎﺋ اﻟﺼ ﻓَﻢ! ﻟﺨَﻠُﻮفﻮﺳﻳﺎ ﻣ.
O Moses! The odour of the mouth of one who is fasting is more agreeable to Me than the fragrance of
musk.”13
In another tradition, we read that the Prophet of God said:
ِﻦ اﻟﻨّﺎرﻨﱠﺔٌ ﻣ ﺟمﻮاﻟﺼ.
“Fasting is a shield against the Fire.”14

Fasting and the Forgiveness of Sins
Imam Baqir said: God’s Prophet told Jabir ibn Abdullah:
ﻦ ذُﻧُﻮ ﺑِﻪ ﻣج ﺧَﺮﺴﺎﻧَﻪ ﻟﻒﻛ وﻪﺟﻓَﺮ وﻄْﻨَﻪ ﺑﻒﻋﻪ وﻠﻦ ﻟَﻴداً ﻣ وِرﻗَﺎم وه ﻧَﻬﺎرﺎمﻦ ﺻﺎنَ؛ ﻣﻀﻣ رﺮﺬا ﺷَﻬ! ﻫﺎﺑِﺮﻳﺎ ﺟ
 ﻳﺎ:ﻪ ﻋﻠَﻴﻪ وآﻟﻪ اﻟّﻠ ﺻﻪ اﻟﻮلﺳ ر ﻓَﻘَﺎل.ﺪِﻳﺚﺬا اﻟﺤ ﻫﻦﺴﺎ أﺣﻪ! ﻣ اﻟﻮلﺳ ﻳﺎ ر: ﺟﺎﺑِﺮ ﻓَﻘﺎل.ِﺮﻦ اﻟﺸﱠﻬ ﻣﺨُﺮوﺟِﻪﻛ
َوطﺬِه اﻟﺸﱡﺮﺷَﺪﱠ ﻫﺎ ا! وﻣﺎﺑِﺮﺟ.
O Jabir! This is the month of Ramadan. Whoever fasts during its days, stands in prayer in its nights,
keeps his stomach and his private parts away from what is unlawful, and restrains his tongue shall leave
all his sins behind as he leaves this month.” Jabir said: “O Prophet of God! How beautiful are these
words.” The Prophet said: “O Jabir! And how difﬁcult are these conditions.”15
Imam Sajjad also mentioned these. In another tradition from the Prophet the condition for fasting to be
considered as worship is stated to be not gossiping.”16

Fasting and the Equality between the Rich and the Poor
It is quoted upon the authority of Imam Sadiq :
 ﻷنﱠ اﻟﻐَﻨﻴﺮ اﻟﻔَﻘﻢﺮﺣ ﻓَﻴﻮع اﻟﺠﺲﺠِﺪَ ﻣﻴﻦ ﻟ ﻟﻢ ﻳﻚَ أنﱠ اﻟﻐَﻨ وذَﻟ،ﻴﺮاﻟﻔَﻘ و اﻟﻐَﻨ ﺑﻪﺘَﻮِيﺴﻴ ﻟﻴﺎم اﻟﺼﻪ اﻟضإﻧﱠﻤﺎ ﻓَﺮ
ﻠ ﻋﺮِقﻴ ﻟ واﻷﻟَﻢﻮع اﻟﺠﻞ ﻧَﻴ اﻟﻐَﻨﺬِﻳﻖأنْ ﻳ وﻪ ﺧَﻠْﻘﻴﻦ ﺑِيﻮﺴ أنْ ﻳﻞﺟ وﺰ ﻋﻪ اﻟاد ﻓﺄر،ﻠَﻴﻪ ﻋ ﺷَﻴﺌﺎً ﻗَﺪَرﻠﱠﻤﺎ أرادﻛ
ﻊ اﻟﺠﺎﺋﻢﺣﺮﻳﻌﻴﻒِ واﻟﻀ.
“God made fasting obligatory so that the rich and the poor are made equal. If there were no fasting, the
rich would never experience the feeling of hunger that would make them have mercy on the poor, for
whenever the rich desire something they are able to acquire it. Thus God desired to place His servants
on the same level, and that the rich experience hunger and pain so that they have compassion for the
weak and have mercy on the hungry.” 17
We see in this tradition that one of the philosophies behind fasting in the month of Ramadan is to reduce
the gap between the rich and the poor people. Wealth has always divided human societies into two
classes - the rich and the poor. The rich who possess means of comfort and convenience can never
realize the hardships and pains suffered by the poor and experience what they go through. When one
fasts, he gets hungry and thirsty. His human emotions get aroused and he starts to think of ways to help
those who are hungry. It is interesting to note that according to Islamic jurisprudence no rich man can
pay a poor man to fast instead of him. This clearly shows the purpose behind fasting.

Fasting as Viewed by Imam Ali
There are several views about fasting expressed by Imam Ali that are recorded in Nahjul Balaghah. For
example, he said:
ﻴﺎمﺪَنِ اﻟﺼزَﻛﺎةُ اﻟﺒو.
“The alms tax of the body is fasting.”18
We know that taxing implies growth, development and puriﬁcation. Here the Imam has referred to the
health-related aspect of fasting. In another place he said:
ِﻘﺎبﻦ اﻟﻌﻨﱠﺔٌ ﻣ ﺟﻀﺎنَ ﻓﺈﻧﱠﻪﻣﺮِ ر ﺷَﻬﻮمﺻو.
“Fasting in the month of Ramadan is a shield against the chastisement.”19
In another place he said:
َﻚ أوﻟﺌ،ﻌﻴﻦةُ اﻟﺨﺎﺷﺮﻬِﻢ ﻏَﺒ ۇﺟﻮﻫﻠﺮِ ﻋﻬﻦ اﻟﺴ اﻷﻟْﻮانِ ﻣﻔْﺮ ﺻﻦ اﻟﺪﱡﻋﺎء ﻣﻔﺎهّ اﻟﺸﻞ ذُﺑﻴﺎمﻦ اﻟﺼﻄﻮنِ ﻣ اﻟﺒﺧُﻤﺺ
َﺒﻮن اﻟﺬّاﻫإﺧْﻮاﻧ.
“They were those whose stomachs were slim due to fasting, their lips were dry from (continuous)
supplications, their faces were pale from staying up at night, and their faces were covered with the dust
of humbleness. They were my brothers who are gone now.”20
In another of Imam Ali’s wise sayings we read:
 ﻹﺧْﻼصِ اﻟﺨَﻠﻖﻼءﺘ اﺑﻴﺎماﻟﺼ.
“Fasting is a trial of people’s sincerity.”21
In another of Imam Ali’s wise sayings we read that on the day of celebration, he said:
ٌﻴﺪ ﻋ ﻓَﻬﻮ ﻓﻴﻪﻪ اﻟﻌﺼ ﻻ ﻳﻮم ﻳﻞ وﻛ،ﻪﻴﺎﻣ ﻗﺮَﺷ وﻪﻴﺎﻣ ﺻﻪ اﻟ ﻗَﺒِﻞﻦﻴﺪٌ ﻟﻤ ﻋإﻧﱠﻤﺎ ﻫﻮ.
“It is only a day of celebration (Eid) for those whose fasting God accepts and whose standing up in
prayer (at night) He rewards. Every day in which one does not disobey God is a day of celebration.”22

In some of his advice he said:
 وﺻﻼح ذات اﻟﺒﻴﻦ...ﻢ وﺟﻤﻴﻊ وﻟﺪيأوﺻﻴ
“I advise you and my children…. to improve your social affairs, since its reward is more than that of
praying and fasting.”23

Fasting Without Any Gains
Imam Ali said:
ِﻴﺎس اﻷﻛﺬا ﻧَﻮمﺒ ﺣ.ﻨﺎءاﻟﻌ وﺮﻬ اﻟﺴ ﻟﻪ إﻻ ﻟَﻴﺲﻢﻦ ﻗﺎﺋﻢ ﻣﻛ و،ﺄاﻟﻈﱠﻤﻮعُ و اﻟﺠ إﻻﻪﻴﺎﻣﻦ ﺻ ﻣ ﻟﻪ ﻟﻴﺲﻢﺎﺋﻦ ﺻﻢ ﻣﻛ
ﻢﻫوإﻓْﻄﺎر.
“There are many who fast and gain nothing from their fasting other than suffering from thirst and hunger.
Many stay up at night in prayer and gain nothing but sleeplessness and fatigue. How beautiful is the
sleeping of the wise, and the breaking of their fasts!”24
In the well-known sermon called Qasi’ah, Imam Ali discussed the bad ending of being entrapped by
Satan’s plots, and pointed out factors that can save man.
ًﻴﻨﺎﺎتِ ﺗَﺴﻔْﺮوﺿ اﻟﻤﺎم اﻷﻳ ﻓﻴﺎم اﻟﺼﺪَةﺠﺎﻫﻮاتِ و ﻣﻛ و اﻟﺰﻼةﻨﻴﻦ ﺑِﺎﻟﺼ اﻟﻤﺆﻣهﺒﺎد ﻋﻪ اﻟسﺮو ﻋﻦ ذﻟﻚَ ﻣﺎ ﺣ
ِﺘﺎقﻴﺮ ﻋﻦ ﺗَﻌﻔﻚَ ﻣ ذﻟﻤﺎ ﻓﻟﻢ وﻨﻬ ﻋﻼءﻠﺨُﻴﻘُﻠﻮ ﺑِﻬِﻢ وإذْﻫﺎﺑﺎً ﻟﻴﻀﺎً ﻟﺗَﺨْﻔﻬِﻢ وﻨُﻔﻮﺳ ﻟﺗَﺬﻟﻴﻼﻢ وﺼﺎرِﻫﻴﻌﺎً ﻷﺑﺗَﺨْﺸﻬِﻢ وﻷﻃْﺮاﻓ
 ﺗَﺬَﻟﱡﻼﻴﺎمﻦ اﻟﺼﺘﻮنِ ﻣﻄﻮنِ ﺑِﺎﻟﻤﻮقِ اﻟﺒﻟﺤضِ ﺗَﺼﺎﻏُﺮاً و ﺑﺎﻷرﻮارِح اﻟﺠﻢﺮاﺋﺼﺎقِ ﻛاﻟﺘﻌﺎً و ﺗَﻮاﺿاﻟﯘﺟﻮه.
“God protects his believing servants from that (Satan’s plots) through praying, paying the alms-tax,
striving to fast during the days that fasting is prescribed since these acts will give tranquility to their limbs
and hinder them from engaging in sin. They will cause humbleness of the eyes and control of the wild
self. They will cause humbleness of the heart and eliminate undue pride and haughtiness. That will be
due to tender cheeks being rubbed in the dust out of humility, the most precious limbs cleaving to the
earth in abjectness and stomachs adhering to their backs because of fasting in abasement (before
God).”25
It is said that once an Arab who was riding a camel in the desert ran into a man who was praying. His
praying fooled the Arab. He got off his camel, sat down next to him and said: “How well do you pray!”
The man said: “You do not know. I am also fasting.” The man’s praying and fasting fooled the Arab, and
he entrusted his camel to him. When he returned he saw neither the man nor his camel. He felt sorry
and realized that he should not have been fooled by the man’s praying and fasting, and should not have

entrusted his camel to him.26
Now that we have studied the various effects of fasting as expressed by Imam Ali let us see what the
master of the jurisprudents, Sheikh Muhammad Hasan who is the author of Jawahir ul-Kalam, has said
about the positive effects of fasting in the chapter on fasting. He said: “It has been narrated that God the
Almighty said:
ﺟﺎزِي ﺑِﻪ وأﻧَﺎ ا ﻟﻮماﻟﺼ.
Fasting is for Me, and I will reward it (even though I Myself am the reward for fasting).
He added: “The reason it is said that fasting is for God is that it is a private issue which only God knows
about. This is opposed to praying that is visible by the people. It is also because through fasting, our
physical strength reduces while our intellect and the various faculties are strengthened. Thus we can
attain the more precise divine points, heavenly knowledge and the desirable perfections.”27

The Effects of Fasting as Viewed by Ghazali
Abu Hamed said: “Fasting is for the sake of God and has an especial nobility. Although all forms of
worship are this way, there are two points speciﬁc about fasting. They are as follows:
1 Fasting is a form of abstaining that is private. It is a secret that others do not see unlike other forms of
worship that are seen in public. No one but God knows about fasting, since it is a personal action done
with patience.
2 Fasting is a form of self-restraint that is the greatest blow to God’s enemy. This is because lust is the
tool of Satan. Eating and drinking strengthen lust. That is why God’s Prophet said:
ﻮع ﺑِﺎﻟﺠﺠﺎرِﻳﻪِﻘُﻮا ﻣﻴ ﻓَﻀى اﻟﺪﱠمﺠﺮ ﻣم آدﻦﻦ اﺑﺠﺮِي ﻣإنﱠ اﻟﺸﱠﻴﻄﺎنَ ﻟَﻴ.
“Satan ﬂows through man’s body just like blood. Block off the roaming grounds of Satan via hunger.”28
Hunger derived through fasting breaks down Satan and acts as a stronghold against him. Whoever
defeats Satan has assisted God. This assistance is related to granting success by God since God has
said:
ﻢﻗْﺪَاﻣ اِﺖﺜَﺒﻳ وﻢﻛﺮﻨﺼ ﻳﻪوا اﻟﺮن ﺗَﻨﺼﻨُﻮا ا آﻣﺎ اﻟﱠﺬِﻳﻦﻬﻳﺎ اﻳ
“O ye who believe! If ye will aid (the cause of) God, He will aid you, and plant your feet ﬁrmly.”

[The Holy Qur’an, Muhammad 47:7]
God also said:
ﻴﻦﻨﺴﺤ اﻟْﻤﻊ ﻟَﻤﻪنﱠ اﻟاﻠَﻨَﺎ وﺒ ﺳﻢﻨﱠﻬﺪِﻳﻴﻨَﺎ ﻟَﻨَﻬﺪُوا ﻓﺎﻫ ﺟاﻟﱠﺬِﻳﻦو
“And those who strive in Our (cause), We will certainly guide them to our Paths: For verily God is
with those who do right.” [The Holy Qur’an, al-Ankabut 29:69]
In another verse God said:
ﻬِﻢﻧْﻔُﺴﺎ ﺑِﺎواْ ﻣِﺮﻐَﻴ ﻳﺘﱠ ﺣمﺎ ﺑِﻘَﻮ ﻣِﺮﻐَﻴ ﻳ ﻻﻪنﱠ اﻟا
Verily never will God change the condition of a people until they change it themselves (with their
own souls).” [The Holy Qur’an, al-Ra’d 13:11]
The change mentioned in this verse is the elimination of lusts, since lusts are the means by which Satan
inﬂuences man. We cannot discover the Grandeur of God as long as Satan inﬂuences us through our
lusts. God’s Prophet said:
ﻤﺎءﻮتِ اﻟﺴَﻠ ﻣ ﻟَﻨَﻈَﺮوا إﻟم آدﻨ ﻗُﻠﻮبِ ﺑﻠﺤﻮﻣﻮنَ ﻋ ﻳﻴﻦﻟَﻮ ﻻ أنﱠ اﻟﺸﱠﻴﺎﻃ.
“If Satans were not hovering around the hearts of the descendants of Adam, men could look at the
kingdom of the heavens.”29

Fasting and Health
One of the philosophies behind fasting is health. Before considering the positive effects of fasting on our
health, let us see through what ways illnesses affect our health. God’s Prophet said:
واء دﻞ ﻛأسﺔُ رﻴﻤاﻟﺤ و داءﻞ ﻛﻴﺖﺪَةُ ﺑﻌاﻟﻤ
“The stomach is the home of every illness, and abstinence (from food) is the chief of all medicine.”30
Imam Kazim said:
واء اﻷدﻴﺖﺪَةُ ﺑﻌ واﻟﻤواء دﻞ ﻛأسﺔُ رﻴﻤاﻟﺤ.

“Abstinence is the chief of every remedy and the stomach is the home of illnesses.”31
He also said:
 إﻟَﻴﻪﺤﺘﺎجﺎ ﻳﻤﺪ اﻻ ﻋﺴﺎكِ اﻟﻴﻦ إﻣ ﻣﺪَنِ أﻧْﻔَﻊ اﻟﺒﺲ َﻓﻟﻴ و داءِﺞﻴﻬﻳ و إﻻواءﻦ د ﻣﻟَﻴﺲ.
“There is no medicine that does not stir up an illness, and nothing is more beneﬁcial for the body than
withholding from it all except what it requires.”32
God’s Prophet said:
ﻮاﺤﻮﻣﻮا ﺗَﺼﺻ.
“Fast, and you will be healthy".”33
We read in these traditions from the Prophet of God and the seventh Imam who have divine knowledge
that the stomach is the home of all illnesses and we can get healthy by abstaining from eating. AlAsbagh ibn Nubatah narrated that he heard the Commander of the Faithful advise his son Imam Hasan
as follows: “O’ my son! Do you want me to teach you a practice that will make you needless of doctors?”
Imam Hasan said: “Yes.” The Commander of the Faithful said that the Prophet said:
َﻚ ﻧَﻔﺴﺮِض ﻓَﺄﻋﺖﻤ وإذا ﻧ،َﻎﻀدِ اﻟﻤﻮﺟ و، ﺗَﺸْﺘَﻬِﻴﻪأﻧْﺖ و إﻻﻦ اﻟﻄّﻌﺎم ﻋﻻ ﺗَﻘُﻢ و،ﻊ ﺟﺎﺋ وأﻧْﺖ إﻻ اﻟﻄﱠﻌﺎمﻠ ﻋﺲﻻ ﺗَﺠﻠ
ِﺐّﻦ اﻟﻄ ﻋﺖﺘَﻐْﻨَﻴ ﻫﺬا اﺳﻠْﺖﻤﺘَﻌ ﻓﺈذا اﺳ، اﻟﺨَﻼءﻠﻋ.
“Do not sit down to eat unless you are hungry. Cease eating while you still have some appetite to eat.
Chew your food thoroughly. Go to the toilet before you sleep. If you adhere to these you will not need
medical treatment.” 34
This tradition also shows that overeating is the root of all illnesses.

Unorderly Food Intake and Orderly Excretions
The skin, the liver, the kidneys and the lungs are all orderly body parts. Our kidneys even know that we
should not be awakened at night in order to urinate. The kidneys reduce their secretions to lower the
production of urine depending on the stage of our sleep and the darkness of the room. The skin, the
lungs and the liver are similar.
However, our intake is so unorderly that even sometimes instead of taking in good and useful things we
let in smoke, dust and alcohol. This will pressurize our metabolism beyond its ultimate strength and

ﬁnally make us ill. The body is like a reservoir of what we eat and drink. Many organs are constantly at
work trying to excrete the poisonous material in our body. They need a chance to catch up with our
unorderly intake. Fasting is the perfect means to give our body a chance to get rid of the poisons within
it.35

The Glands
Consider the following points regarding the glands:
1) The functions of the glands are interrelated. If one reduces to secrete some hormone, then the
functioning of the other glands will be messed up.
2) The hypothalamus is one of the most important glands whose functioning is highly related to the
functioning of the suprarenal glands.36
3) The hormones produced by the adrenal (suprarenal) glands37 are very important. They can affect all
the cells of our body. Any overeating or eating bad things can have bad effects on the functioning of the
hypothalamus.
4) It has been proven that the pancreas38 and the adrenal glands have an important role on longevity.
5) A close relationship between the functioning of the pancreas gland and the adrenal glands has been
proven.
6) It has been proven that as we age there is a reduction in the production of the hormones secreted by
the pancreas,39 but aging does not affect the hormones secreted by the adrenal glands.
7) Vladimir Nikitin who is a professor of biochemistry experimented on rats for many years. He proved
that by keeping them hungry through especial means he could extend their life expectancy from 2.5
years to 4.5 years. He believes that when the adrenal glands are kept hungry, they themselves eat up
their excess hormones that cause an imbalance. Thus fasting can re-establish our hormonal balance for
a while if for some reason our hormones are out of balance.40

Studies on Metabolism
It is thought that whatever we eat is burnt to produce energy for our body and the excess is let out. This
is not a correct image of the way our body works. Our body is not like a pond in which food enters from
one side, and leaves from the other side. What enters our body must be fresh, but what leaves it is old.
The oxygen that enters our body now will leave our body six months later. The same holds true for
calcium. If radioactive nitrogen is added to our food, it will appear in the urine several weeks later.
Therefore, we should not expect an instant replacement of the old food in the body with fresh food that

we eat. We must wait many days to achieve this. Dr. John Feromozan said: The stored amount of
glycogen stored in the kidneys and protein in the blood and fat stored in the body is 30% for men and
20% for women. This amount is sufﬁcient for one month.
Dr. Alexis Carrel in his book Man the Unknown Creature said the following about fasting: “When you
fast, the sugar in the blood pours into the kidneys, the fat stored under the skin, the proteins stored in
the muscles, the glands and the kidney cells are released and used up.” When we consider both of
these statements we conclude that our body is totally repaired after thirty days of fasting and it gets
totally rid itself of poisons and old materials.41

Fasting and Ulcers
It is a common misunderstanding that fasting causes ulcers. If it was so, then we should ask why the
statistics show more cases of ulcers among the non-Muslim nations who do not fast compared to the
Muslim nations. If ulcers were only common among Muslims, then we could suspect a relationship
between fasting and ulcers existed. However, this is not the case and there is a growing trend of ulcers
in the West. If fasting was a cause of ulcers and given the more than fourteen centuries of fasting by
Muslims, ulcers should have become a hereditary disease among the Muslims. However, this is not the
case.42

Causes of Ulcers
The causes of ulcers were investigated in an international conference on diseases of the stomach in
September 1966 in Tokyo. Those who attended presented their country’s medical results as to the
causes of ulcers. Among these reports, the following were the most common causes of ulcers:
1) Smoking.
2) Eating many hot foods.
3) Drinking too much water.
4) Usual use of coffee and spices.
5) Excessive use of salty or sour foods.
6) Drinking alcoholic beverages.
The representative from Turkey who attended this conference reported that after the end of the month of
fasting it has been found that fasting accelerates this disease. This implies that fasting does not cause
ulcers, but if the person is prone to get an ulcer fasting will speed it up. That is why Islam has instructed
those who are ill or know that they will get ill if they fast should not fast. Their fasting is postponed to a

later time.

Alexi Soforin’s Medical Fasting
When we eat various foods, some of it passes through the digestive system but is not used up by the
cells. It gets stored up under the skin, around the heart and around important body organs. These will
cause infections after some time and result in various ailments. The more the excess food, the worse the
infection will be. The illnesses have different names, but are all rooted in microbes or viruses that live
where there exists excess food. Before any treatment, we must get rid of the trash.
This is only feasible if we do not give our body any food and only drink water. The body will then
automatically extract the stored food and get rid of it. Then the disease will be uprooted and show signs
of treatment. This method will naturally cleanse the body. If we use other methods and take drugs, the
drugs will also affect the healthy cells in our body, and our body will react to the drugs. However, fasting
does not have any side effects. Also, note that this is a single treatment for all illnesses.43
So far, we have discussed the views of doctors about ways to treat illnesses. We saw that abstaining
and fasting is an important part of this treatment, even the last one. Therefore, God who created us
made fasting obligatory so that we derive both spiritual and physical beneﬁts from it. We mentioned
earlier that Imam Sajjad stressed the importance of controlling our various organs and directing them in
a good way while fasting.

The Secrets of Fasting
The scholars have mentioned three ranks for fasting. The ﬁrst rank for fasting is just restraining the
stomach from eating and drinking, and restraining our sexual desires. The second rank for fasting
implies the additional restraining of our ears, eyes, hands, feet and other organs. Imam Sadiq said:
كَ وﺟِﻠﺪُكَ وﺷَﻌﺮكَ وﺮﺼﺑﻚَ وﻤﻌ ﺳﻢﺼ ﻓَﻠْﻴﺖﻤ…إذَا ﺻ
“When you fast your hearing, your sight, your hair, your skin and other organs should also fast.”
َﻄْﺮِك ﻓﻮمﻴﻚَ ﻛﻮﻣ ﺻﻮم ﻳﻦﻻ ﻳ.
“The day of your fasting should not be like the day that you do not fast.”
In another tradition he said:
ﺘَﻬﺎ ﺟﺎرِﻳﺐأةً ﺗَﺴﺮ اﻣﻊﻤ ﺳﻪ وآﻟﻠﻴﻪ ﻋﻪ اﻟّﻠ ﺻﻪ اﻟﺳﻮل ﻓﺈنﱠ رﻴﺎم اﻟﺼﻗﺎرﻚَ وﻠَﻴﻦ ﻋﻟْﻴ و اﻟﺨَﺎدِمأذْي وﺮاء اﻟﻤعدو

ﺘَﻚِ؟ إنﱠﺎرِﻳﺖِ ﺟﺒﺒﻗَﺪْ ﺳﻤﺔً وﺎﺋ ﺻﻴﻦﻮﻧَ ﺗﻴﻒ ﻛ: ﻗَﺎل.ٌﺔﻤﺎﺋ ﺻّ إﻧ: ﻓﻘَﺎﻟَﺖ.ﻠ ﻛ:ﺎ ﻟﻬ ﻓَﻘﺎل ﺑِﻄَﻌﺎمﺔٌ ﻓَﺪَﻋﻤﺎﺋ ﺻﻫو
ِاﻟﺸﱠﺮاب وﻦ اﻟﻄﱠﻌﺎم ﻣ ﻟَﻴﺲﻮماﻟﺼ.
Abandon quarrelling and troubling your servant. Let the dignity of those who fast be on you. Once the
Prophet heard a woman who was fasting reviling her maid. The Prophet brought her some food and
asked her to eat it. She said that she was fasting. The Prophet said: “How could you be fasting when
you have reviled your maid? Fasting is not just abstaining from food and drink.”44
The next rank of fasting implies whole-hearted fasting. In this state, we abandon all worldly thoughts that
distract us from God. This form of fasting is broken when we start to think about worldly affairs. It is said
that it is breaking this form of fast even if you think about what to prepare to break the fast with, since
you do not have a strong belief that God will give you the promised daily bread. This rank is speciﬁcally
for the Prophets and the honest ones who are close to God. God told the Prophet :
َﻮنﺒﻠْﻌ ﻳﻬِﻢﺿ ﺧَﻮ ﻓﻢﻫ ذَر ﺛُﻢﻪ اﻟﻗُﻞ
..Say: "God (sent it down)": Then leave them to plunge in vain discourse and triﬂing. [The Holy
Qur’an, al-An’am 6:91]
Imam Sadiq narrated that God’s Prophet had said:
ةﺮﺬابِ اﻵﺧﻦ ﻋ ﻣﺠﺎبﺣﻦ آﻓﺎتِ اﻟﺪﱡﻧﻴﺎ و ﻣﺘﺮ ﺳ أي:ٌﻨﱠﺔم ﺟﻮاﻟﺼ.
“Fasting is a shield: that is, it is a covering against the calamities of this world and a protective barrier
against the punishment of the Hereafter.”45
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