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Right n. 42: The Right of the Counselor
ﺣﻖ اﻟﻨﺎﺻﺢ

،ﺎﻴﻬ ﻓ ﺗﻨْﻈُﺮ ﺛُﻢ،ﺘَﻪﻴﺤ ﻧﺼﻨﻪ ﻋﻢ ﺗَﻔْﻬﻚَ ﺣﺘﱠﻌﻤ ﺳ ﻟَﻪﺗﻔْﺘَﺢﻚَ و ﻗَﻠﺒ ﺗﺸﺮأب ﻟَﻪﻚَ ﺛُﻢﻨَﺎﺣ ﺟ ﻟَﻪﻴﻦنْ ﺗُﻠ ﻓَﺎﺢ اﻟﻨﱠﺎﺻﻖﺎ ﺣأﻣو
ﺘَﻪﻤﺣﺎ رﻴﻬﺎ ﻓ ﻟَﻬ ۇﻓّﻖﻦ ﻳإنْ ﻟَﻢ و،ﺘَﻪﻴﺤ ﻧَﺼ ﻟَﻪﻓْﺖﺮﻋ وﻨْﻪ ﻣﻗَﺒﻠْﺖﻚَ و ذَﻟَﻠ ﻋﻪ اﻟﺪْتﻤاب ﺣﻮﻠﺼﺎ ﻟﻴﻬ ﻓﺎنَ ۇﻓّﻖﻓَﺈنْ ﻛ
ﻞ ﻛَﻠ ﻋﺮِهﻣ اﻦء ﻣ ﺑﺸﺎﺒ ﻓﻼ ﺗَﻌﺔﻤﻠﺘﱡﻬﺎ ﻟﻘﺘَﺤﺴﻨْﺪَكَ ﻣﻮنَ ﻋنْ ﻳ إﻻ اﺧﻄَﺎ اﺎ إﻻ أﻧﱠﻪﺤ ﻳﺄﻟُﻚَ ﻧُﺼ ﻟَﻢﻧﱠﻪ اﺖﻤﻠﻋ وﻪ ﺗﺘﱠﻬِﻤﻟَﻢو
ﻪةَ إﻻ ﺑﺎﻟ وﻻ ﻗُﻮ.ٍﺎلﺣ.
And the right of your counselor is that you should treat him gently, then you should be wholeheartedly attentive to him, and open you ears for him so that you understand his counsel. And
then study it deeply. And if what he presents to you is right, you should praise God for it, and
accept it from him and acknowledge his favor.
But if what he presents to you does not agree with you, you should be kind to him and make no
accusations against him. And you should know that he spared no efforts to provide you with the
best advice, but he made a mistake. But if he deserves to be accused, then you should not pay
any attention to him under any circumstances. And there is no power but in God.
In short, Imam Sajjad advises us to be humble and listen to the one who is counseling us. We should
think it over, and praise God if what he says is right. We should also be grateful to him. However, if what
he says is not right, we should know that he did not have any bad intentions and we should not accuse
him. We should realize that he has made a mistake, and should not act upon his advice. In the previous
chapter, we cited the verses of the Holy Qur’an and the traditions regarding those who seek our counsel.
In this chapter, we will mention some traditions regarding the rights of the counselor. The Commander of
the Faithful said:
ﺢ اﻟﻨّﺎﺻﻖﺸﻔ اﻟﻨّﺎسِ إﻟَﻴﻚَ اﻟﻤﺐﻦ أﺣﻴﻟ.

“The most beloved person for you should be your sympathetic counselor.”1
He also said:
ﺢﺎﺷ اﻟﻴﺪَة ﺑﻤﺮِقﺣ اﺢ اﻟﻨّﺎﺻﺔﻴﺤﻦ ﻧَﺼ ﻋضﺮﻦ أﻋﻣ.
“One who rejects the sincere advice of a counselor will burn in the scheming of a secret enemy.”2
The Commander of the Faithful has also said:

َﺔ اﻟﻨﱠﺪاﻣﺐﻘةَ وﺗُﻌﺮﺴ اﻟﺤِبِ ﺗُﻮرِثﺮﺠ اﻟﻤﻢ اﻟﻌﺎﻟﻴﻖ اﻟﺸﱠﻔﺢﺔَ اﻟﻨّﺎﺻﻴﻌﺼ ﻓﺈنﱠ ﻣ،ُﻌﺪﺎ ﺑأﻣ

.

“Disobeying the compassionate counselor who is knowledgeable and experienced will result in remorse
and regret.”3
He also said:
ﻢ أﻧﻔُﺴﻠﻠﻮﻫﺎ ﻋﻢ واﻋﻘﺪاﻫﺎ إﻟَﻴﻦ أﻫﺔَ ﻣﻤﻴﺤﻮا اﻟﻨّﺼﻌإﺳﻤ.
“Listen to the advice of those who grant you their advice, and keep it in yourselves (for future use).”4
He also said:
َﻚ دِﻳﻨﻢ ﻟَﻚ ﻓﻬﺤأﻧْﺼﻚَ و ﻧَﻔﺴﻼح ﺻﻠﻢ ﻟَﻚَ ﻋﻧﻬﻮﻠَﻴﻚَ أﻋ اﻟﻨّﺎسِ ﻋأﺷْﻔَﻖ.
“The most compassionate people to you are those who are the most helpful to you in improving yourself,
and those who most sincerely counsel you in your religion.”5
In another wise saying he said:
ﺔﻴﺤ اﻷﺧْﺬُ ﺑِﺎﻟﻨّﺼﻴﻖﺮ اﻟﺘّﻮﻓﺒﻦ أﻛﻣ.
“One of the greatest successes is to accept advice.”6
He also said:

َك ﻓَﺴﺎدﻪ ﻣﺨَﺎﻟَﻔَﺘﻓكَ وﺷﺎد رﻪﺘ ﻃﺎﻋ ﻓَﻔ،َﺴﺘَﺪرِكٌ ﻓَﻮارِﻃَﻚﺒﻚَ ﻣﻮاﻗ ﻋ ﻓﺮ إﻟَﻴﻚَ ﻧﺎﻇﻦﺤﺴﻠﻴﻚَ ﻣ ﻋﻖﺸﻔﻚَ ﻣﺤﻨﺎﺻﻣ.
“Your counselor is kind to you. He does you good. He sees the ﬁnal outcome (of your actions). He
recognizes your shortcomings. Your being rightly directed lies in your obedience to him, and your
corruption lies in your opposing him.”7
At the end let us mention that the Commander of the Faithful recommends the counselor to advise in
private, not in public and says:
 ﺗَﻘﺮِﻳﻊﻸ اﻟﻤﻴﻦﻚَ ﺑﺤﻧُﺼ.
“Your advising him in public is a rebuke.”8
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