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Letter 50: To the ofﬁcers of his army
(وﻣﻦ ﻛﺘﺎب ﻟﻪ )ﻋﻠﻴﻪ اﻟﺴﻼم

 اﻟﺠﻴﻮش أﻣﺮاﺋﻪ ﻋﻠﻟا
From the servant of Allah, `Ali, Amir al-mu'minin to the Ofﬁcer-in-charge of garrisons:

ﺢﺎﻟﺴﺎبِ اﻟْﻤﺤﺻ اَﻟ اﻴﻦﻨﻣﻮﻴﺮِاﻟْﻤﻣ اﻠ ﻋﻪﺪِاﻟﺒ ﻋﻦﻣ
Now, it is obligatory on an ofﬁcer that the distinction he achieves, or the wealth with which he has been
exclusively endowed,should not make him change his behaviour towards those under him, and that the
riches Allah has bestowed on him should increase him in nearness to his people and kindness over his
brethren.

، ﺑِﻪ ﺧُﺺل ﻃَﻮﻻ و، ﻧَﺎﻟَﻪﻞ ﻓَﻀﻪﺘﻴﻋ رَﻠ ﻋهِﺮﻐَﻴ ﻳﻻ ااﻟ اﻟْﻮَﻠﻘّﺎً ﻋنﱠ ﺣ ﻓَﺎ،ُﺪﻌﺎ ﺑﻣا
.ﻪاﻧﺧْﻮ اَﻠﻄْﻔﺎً ﻋﻋ و،ﺎدِهﺒ ﻋﻦاً ﻣﻧُﻮ دﻪﻤﻌ ﻧﻦ ﻣ ﻟَﻪﻪ اﻟﻢﺎ ﻗَﺴ ﻣﺰِﻳﺪَهنْ ﻳاو
Beware, that it is obligatory for you on me that I should not keep anything secret from you except during
war, nor should I decide any matter without consulting you except the commands of religion, nor should I
ignore the fulﬁlment of any of your rights nor desist till I discharge it fully, and that for me all of you
should be equal in rights. When I have done all this, it becomes obligatory on you to thank Allah for this

bounty and to obey me, and you should not hold back when called, nor shirk good acts, and you should
face harships for the sake of right.
If you do not remain steadfast in this, there will be no one more humiliated in my view than the one
among you who has deviated, and then I will increase the punishment for him, wherein no one will get
any concession from me. Take this (pledge) from your (subordinate) ofﬁcers and accord to them such
behaviour from your side by which Allah may improve your matters; and that is an end to the matter.

ﻻﺮاً اﻣ اﻢَوﻧ دﻃْﻮِي اﻻ و،بﺮ ﺣ ﻓﻻاً اﺮ ﺳﻢَوﻧ دﺘَﺠِﺰﺣ اﻻﻨْﺪِي ا ﻋﻢَنﱠ ﻟا وﻻا
ﻮﻧُﻮاُنْ ﺗا و،ﻪﻘْﻄَﻌونَ ﻣ د ﺑِﻪﻒﻗ اﻻ و،ﻪّﻠﺤ ﻣﻦﻘّﺎً ﻋ ﺣﻢَ ﻟﺮّﺧو اﻻ و،ﻢ ﺣﻓ
ﻢﻠَﻴ ﻋﻟ و،ُﺔﻤﻌّ اﻟﻨﻢﻠَﻴﻪ ﻋ ﻟﺖﺒﺟﻚَ و ذﻟﻠْﺖذَا ﻓَﻌ ﻓَﺎ،اءﻮ ﺳﻖ اﻟْﺤﻨﺪِي ﻓﻋ
ِاتﺮنْ ﺗَﺨُﻮﺿﻮا اﻟْﻐَﻤا و،حﻼ ﺻِﻃُﻮا ﻓ ﺗُﻔَﺮﻻ و،ةﻮﻋ دﻦﻮا ﻋﺼْ ﺗَﻨﻻا و،ُﺔاﻟﻄﱠﺎﻋ
جﻮ اﻋﻦﻤ ﻣَﻠنَ ﻋﻮﻫﺪٌ اﺣ اﻦ ﻳﻚَ ﻟَﻢ ذﻟَﻠ ﻋﻮا ﻟﻴﻤﺘَﻘ ﺗَﺴ ﻟَﻢﻧْﺘُﻢنْ ا ﻓَﺎ،ﻖ اﻟْﺤَﻟا
،ﻢاﺋﺮﻣ اﻦ ﻓَﺨُﺬُوا ﻫﺬَا ﻣ،ًﺔﺧْﺼﻴﻬﺎ رﻨْﺪِي ﻓﺠِﺪُ ﻋ ﻳﻻ و،َﺔﻘُﻮ ﺑ اﻟْﻌ ﻟَﻪﻢﻈﻋ ا ﺛُﻢ،ﻢْﻨﻣ
.ﻼم اﻟﺴ و.ﻢﻛﺮﻣ ا ﺑِﻪﻪ اﻟﺢﻠﺼﺎ ﻳ ﻣﻢﻧْﻔُﺴ اﻦ ﻣﻢﻄُﻮﻫﻋاو
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