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Question

Is it correct to say that placing the Quran on one’s head [during the acts of worship on the Nights of
Qadr in the Month of Ramadhan] is not mentioned in the sayings (ahadith) of the [fourteen] immaculates
(maʿsumin)?

Detailed Answer

What is mentioned in the ahadith regarding the acts of worship and supplications recited with the Quran
on the Night of Qadr consists of two parts:

The first part relates to opening the Quran and placing it in front of oneself, which is one of1.
the [established] acts for the Nights of Qadr.1

The second part relates to placing the Quran on one’s head. Sayyid Ibn Tawus narrates2.
two reports (riwayat) from the book, Ighathat al-Daʿi, through various chains of narrators,
mentioning the act of placing the Quran on one’s head as one of the special acts of the
Nights of Qadr.2 One of these narrations is as follows:

“We mentioned our chain [of narrators of the hadith] back to him in the book, Ighathat al-Daʿi, from ʿAli
ibn Yaqtin3, may Allah have mercy on him, from our master Musa ibn Jaʿfar, peace be upon him, who
says in it: ‘Take the Quran in your hand, then place it on your head and recite: ‘O Allah, by the right of
the one [Prophet Muhammad (S)] You sent to Your creation, and by every verse in it (the Quran), and
by the right of every believer You praised in it, and by his [Prophet Muhammad (S)] right upon You, and
no one knows his [Prophet Muhammad ]] right better than You, O my Master (Ya Sayyidi), O my Master
(Ya Sayyidi), O my Master (Ya Sayyidi); O Allah, O Allah, O Allah, (say this) ten times, and by the right
of Muhammad (say this) ten times, and by the right of each Imam (count them) until you reach the Imam
of your time [Imam Zamanik] (say these) ten times each - for you will not rise from your place until your
need is fulfilled, and your affairs are made easy.’’”4

In another narration reported from Imam Jaʿfar al-Sadiq (a’), at the beginning of this supplication, the
phrase: “O Allah, by the right of this Quran,” is also mentioned;5 and instead of the phrase “by the right
of each Imam and count them,” the names of each of the Imams (a’) are mentioned [up to the 12th Imam
(a’)]; then at the end, the Imam (a’) said: “And ask for your need (hajatak).”

It has also been recommended to place the Quran on our heads when facing any difficulties - without
being limited to a specific time - so naturally, during the Nights of Qadr this will have an even greater



effect.

It is narrated that any debtor or troubled person who - after reciting a special two rakaʿat prayer -
places the Quran on their head and calls the Name of Almighty Allah, Prophet Muhammad (S), Lady
Faṭima (a’), and the twelve immaculate Imams (a’) - ten times each, will have their needs fulfilled.6

Therefore, a person can perform these actions of placing the Quran on one’s head and saying these
special recitations at any time during the year, however what nights are more blessed than the 19th, 21st,
and 23rd nights of the month of Ramadhan for a person to engage in these acts to remove difficulties,
fulfill one’s needs, and have one’s desires answered.

O Allah! Send Your blessings upon

Muhammad and the family

of Muhammad!

1. Majlisi, Muhammad Baqir al-, Bihar al-Anwar, Vol. 94, Pg. 4, Dar Ihya al-Turath al-ʿArabi, Beirut, Second Edition, 1403
AH. The Arabic text of this is as follows:
ِتَابِب ُلاسا ّنا مللّٰها :تَقُولو دَیی نیب هعتَضو هانَ فَتَنْشُرضمرِ رشَه نالٍ مثِ لَیََث ف فحصخُذُ الْم(عليه السلام): تَا ادِقالص قَال :ةَ قَالارزُر نع
ةاجح نم َدَا لا بو بِمتَدْعالنَّارِ ‐ و نم تَقَائع نم لَنعنْ تَجا جریو خَافا یمو َنسالْح کاومساو ربکا ماس یهفو یها فملِ ونْزالْم.
Zurara said: [Imam] al-Sadiq (a’) said: “Take the Quran during three nights in the month of Ramadhan, open it, and place it
in front of you, then say: ‘O Allah, I ask You by Your revealed Book and what is in it, and in it is Your Greatest Name and
Your Beautiful Names, and what is feared and hoped for, that You make me one of those freed from the Fire.’ Then
supplicate for whatever need (hajah) you have.”
2. Please note that in the book compiled by Sayyid Ibn Tawus, Al-Iqbal bil-Aʿmal al-Hasanah, although the hadith he
mentions (as seen in this article) do not expressly note that the act of worship of placing the Quran on the head during the
nights of Qadr [as evidenced by the Arabic text and its translation], he has grouped these ahadith in the section of the
Month of Ramadhan and Laylatul Qadr and he introduces the chapter by stating: “And I found in the book Kanz al-Yawaqit
(The Treasure of Rubies) by Abul Fadhl ibn Muhammad al-Harawi, reports about the virtue of Laylat al-Qadr (Night of
Decree) and a prayer. We mention it on this nineteenth night because it is the first of the odd nights, so whoever wants to
be cautious in worship during the three preferred nights can perform it. The prayer mentioned in the aforementioned book is



as follows…” (Tr.)
3. Abul Hasan ʿAli ibn Yaqṭin ibn Musa al-Baghdadi (b. 124/741-2 - d. 182/798-9) was a Shiʿa muhaddith, jurist, and
theologian. He was born in Kufa and lived in Baghdad. He was a famous Shia personality during the life of Imam al-Sadiq
(a’) and Imam al-Kazim (a’). The most notable thing about his life is that he was a reliable vizier of ʿAbbasid Dynasty
although he was a staunch Shia. Ibn Yaqṭin had an elite status in the eyes of the Imams and also Shia scholars.
Biographers have attributed three books to him.
ʿAli ibn Yaqtin was born in 124/741-2 in Kufa. Since his father, Yaqṭin ibn Musa was one of the followers of Imam al-
Sadiq (a’), he was chased by government agents during the reign of Marwan ibn al-Hakam. Necessarily, he (ʿAli’s father),
his wife and children (ʿAli and ʿUbayd) fled from Kufa toward Medina. After a while, he moved to Baghdad and started
working as a spice seller.
After the fall of Umayyad Dynasty and emergence of ʿAbbasids, ʿAli ibn Yaqṭin returned to Kufa and entered the
ʿAbbasid government. First, he worked as a writer during the reign of al-Mahdi al-ʿAbbasi. He got promoted when al-Hadi
al-ʿAbbasi took over the reign. He was even trusted with the special Caliph ring and seal. Finally, he became a vizier of
Harun al-Rashid (d. 193/808-9).
There is no doubt that he was a Shiʿa; but he always hid his faith from ‘ʿAbbasids as his father did. He was a close
companion to Imam al-Kazim (a’) and had a great credibility before the Imam.
According to some historical evidence that have been accepted by Shiʿa scholars, he entered the ʿAbbasid government by
the permission and guidance of Imam al-Kazim (a’) in order to help and support oppressed people especially Shiʿas. For
many times, he was informed against about his faith and relations with Imam al-Kazim (a’) in front of Harun al-Rashi; but
miraculously he was not hurt in any of the cases.
ʿAli ibn Yaqṭin lived during the life of Imam al-Sadiq (a’) and Imam al-Kazim (a’) and received their attentions and
approval. It is said that Imam al-Sadiq (a’) prayed for him when he was a child. The following hadiths, also, have been
narrated from Imam al-Kazim (a’) about him:
I like for you whatever I like for myself.
Imam guaranteed the Heaven for him.
Imam guaranteed that the fire of the Hell will not reach him.
When I was in Hajj no one came to my mind except ʿAli ibn Yaqṭin. He was in my mind until I left there.
Shaykh Ṭusi narrates that ʿAli ibn Yaqṭin would send letters and money to Imam al-Kazim (a’) through two Shiʿas and
received Imam’s (a’) responses.
Moreover, several hadith have been narrated about his piety and faith, such as the one that Imam al-Kazim (a’) witnessed
that he is one of the people of the Heaven.
Shiʿa scholars including: al-Najashi, Shaykh Ṭusi, ʿAllama al-Hilli, Ibn Shahrashub, al-Mamaqani, and Sayyid Abul Qasim
al-Khoei counted him as one of the closest companions of Imam al-Kazim (a’) who had great status before the Imam (a’).
They described him as a jurist, theologian, reliable, trustworthy and a high prestige narrator who also had authored some
books. Obviously, there is no dispraise about him in rijal sources.
Many hadith have been narrated from him in the four major books of Shiʿa hadith. According to a report of rijal sources, he
just narrated one direct hadith from Imam al-Sadiq (a’), however, he narrated a lot from Imam al-Kazim (a’).
Three books have been mentioned for him in rijal sources:
A book in which he had compiled answers of Imam al-Sadiq (a’) about the future events and occurrences.
Al-Shakk bi-hadratih about a debate between a skeptic and the Imam (peace be upon him).
Masaʾil ʿan Abil Hasan Musa ibn Jaʿfar: A book in which he compiled the hadith he had heard from Imam al-Kazim (a’) -
(or the Imam’s answers to his questions)
ʿAli ibn Yaqṭin passed away in 182/798-9 at the age of 57 in Baghdad while Imam al-Kazim (a’) was imprisoned by Harun
al-Rashid. Muhammad al-Amin (the crown prince of Harun) performed salat al-mayyit over him.
4. Sayyid Ibn Tawus, Al-Iqbal bil-Aʿmal al-Hasanah, Vol. 1, Pp. 186-187, Dar al-Kutub al-Islamiyyah, Tehran, Second
Edition, 1409 AH. The Arabic text of this is as follows:
هفَعار و دِکی ف فحصخُذِ الْم :یهف قُولفَرٍ(عليه السلام) یعج نب وسنَا موم نع هال همحر ینقْطی نب لع نع الدَّاع غَاثَةتَابِ اک ف هلَینَا انَادسنَا ارذَک
فَوق راس وقُل: اللّٰهم بِحق من َرسلْتَه الَ خَلْق وبِل آیة ه فیه وبِحق کل مومن مدَحتَه فیه وبِحقّه علَی و احدَ اعرف بِحقّه منْ یا سیِدِی یا سیِدِی



نم تَقُوم  َّناتٍ فَارم شْرع انزَم امما َلا ِتَنْتَه َّتح مدُّهتَعو امما لک قبِحاتٍ ورم شْردٍ عمحم قبِحاتٍ ورم شْرع ها الی ها الی ها الِدِی ییا سی
.موضع حتَّ یقْض لَ حاجتُ و تَیسر لَ امرک
5. Al-Iqbal bil-Aʿmal al-Hasanah, Pg. 187. The Arabic text:
مللّٰها :قُلكَ وسار َلع هفَدَع فحص‏ خُذِ الْمادِقِ (عليه السلام) قَالنَا الصوم نع وهو نْهم ادرنَا الْماهه رلْنَذْكو الدَّاع غَاثَةتَابِ اك ف دِيثَهحو هنَادسنَا ارذَك
شْردٍ عمحبِـم :تَقُول اتٍ ثُمرم شْرع ها النْكَ: بِكَ يكَ مّقبِح فرعدَ احا ََف هِملَيكَ عّقبِحو يهف تَهدَحم نموم لك قبِحو بِه لْتَهسرا نم قبِحآنِ وذَا الْقُره قبِح
نفَرِ بعاتٍ بِجرم شْرع لع ندِ بمحاتٍ بِـمرم شْرع نيسالْح نب لاتٍ بِعرم شْرع نيساتٍ بِالْحرم شْرع نساتٍ بِالْحرم شْرةَ عماتٍ بِفَاطرم شْرع لاتٍ بِعرم
شْرع لع نب نساتٍ بِالْحرم شْردٍ عمحم نب لاتٍ بِعرم شْرع لع ندِ بمحاتٍ بِـمرم شْرع وسم نب لاتٍ بِعرم شْرفَرٍ ععج نب وساتٍ بِـمرم شْردٍ عمحم
.مراتٍ بِالْحجة عشْر مراتٍ وتَسال حاجتَكَ وذَكر ف حدِيثه اجابةَ الدَّاع وقَضاء حوائجِه‏
We mentioned its chain of narration and hadith in the book Ighathatu al-Daʿi. Let us mention here what is intended from it.
It is narrated from our master al-Sadiq (a’) that he said: “Take the Quran and place it on your head, then say: “O Allah, by
the right of this Quran, by the right of the one You sent it with, by the right of every believer You praised in it, and by Your
right over them - for no one knows Your right better than You - O Allah” ten times. Then say: “By Muhammad” ten times;
“By ʿAli” ten times; “By Faṭima” ten times; “By al-Hasan” ten times; “By al-Husayn” ten times; “By ʿAli ibn al-Husayn”
ten times; “By Muhammad ibn ʿAli” ten times; “By Jaʿfar ibn Muhammad” ten times; “By Musa ibn Jaʿfar” ten times; “By
ʿAli ibn Musa” ten times; “By Muhammad ibn ʿAli” ten times; “By ʿAli ibn Muhammad” ten times; “By al-Hasan ibn ʿAli”
ten times; “By Al-Hujjah” ten times. Then ask for your need.”
He mentioned in his hadith the answering of the supplicant and the fulfillment of his needs.
6. Shaykh Hurr ʿAmili, Wasaʾil al-Shiʿa, Vol. 8, Pp. 125-126, al al-Bayt Institute, Qum, First Edition, 1409 AH. The Arabic
text of this is as follows:
َولا ف ااقْر نتَیعکر لفَص لاللَّی َّنذَا جا :فَقَال .نلْطَانًا غَشَمسو نبکنًا رید لَیو اْشِدِي ایا سی :لَه ادِقِ(عليه السلام) فَقَالِدِنَا الصیس َلا لجر اءج
:قُلو سار َلع هفَدَع فحصخُذِ الْم ثُم ةوررِ السآخ َلا لب‏ جَلآنَ عذَا الْقُرلْنَا هنْزا شْرِ لَوالْح رآخدَ ومالْح ةیالثَّان ةعکالر فو سرْةَ الآیدَ وما الْحمنْهم
(بِحق هذَا) الْقُرآنِ وبِحق من ارسلَه وبِحق کل مومن فیه وبِحقّ علَیهِم فََ احدَ اعرف بِحقّ منْ بِ یا اله عشْر مراتٍ ثُم‏ تَقُول یا محمدُ عشْر مراتٍ یا
نب فَرعا جاتٍ یرم شْرع لع ندَ بمحا ماتٍ یرم شْرع نیسالْح نب لا عاتٍ یرم شْرع نیسا حاتٍ یرم شْرع نسا حاتٍ یرم شْرةُ عما فَاطاتٍ یرم شْرع لع
لع نب نسا حاتٍ یرم شْردٍ عمحم نب لا عاتٍ یرم شْرع لع ندَ بمحا ماتٍ یرم شْرع وسم نب لا عاتٍ یرم شْرفَرٍ ععج نب وسا ماتٍ یرم شْردٍ عمحم
هارسی ظُمعو لْطَانُهس لَه لَحصو نُهید قَدْ قُضو دَّةدَ معب هلَیا ادعو لجالر ضفَم :قَال .َتاجح هال لاتَس ا ثُمشْرةُ عجا الْحا یشْرع.
A man came to our master (Imam) al-Sadiq (a’) and said: “O my master, I complain to you about a debt that has burdened
me, and an oppressive ruler.” The Imam (a’) replied: “When night falls, recite two rakaʿat. In the first [rakʿah], recite
(Surah) al-Fatiha and ayatul Kursi. In the second [rakʿah], recite (Surah) al-Fatiha and the end of Surah al-Hashr from: ‘If
We had sent down this Quran upon a mountain’ to the end of this Surah. Then take the Quran and place it on your head
and recite: ‘By the right of this Quran, and by the right of the One who sent it, and by the right of every believer in it, and by
Your right over them - for no one knows Your right better than You – ‘O Allah’ (repeat this) ten times. Then say ‘O
Muhammad’ ten times, ‘O ʿAli’ ten times, ‘O Faṭima’ ten times, ‘O Hasan’ ten times, ‘O Husayn’ ten times, ‘O ʿAli ibn
Husayn’ ten times, ‘O Muhammad ibn ʿAli’ ten times, ‘O Jaʿfar ibn Muhammad’ ten times, ‘O Musa ibn Jaʿfar’ ten times,
‘O ʿAli ibn Musa’ ten times, ‘O Muhammad ibn ʿAli’ ten times, ‘O ʿAli ibn Muhammad’ ten times, ‘O Hasan ibn ʿAli’ ten
times, ‘O Hujjah’ ten times. Then, ask Allah for your need.” The man left and returned after some time, his debt having
been paid, his situation with the ruler improved, and his wealth increased.
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