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What the Prophet (S) Said Regarding Yazid
Having seen Yazid’s perversities cited by prominent Sunni authorities, let us now look at the contents of
the Traditions of the Prophet (S), as reported by the Sunni authorities
For our purposes today, we shall dwell upon only those Traditions reported in Sahih Bukhari. As known
by the majority of the people, to the Sunnis as well as the Wahabis, this book is regarded as the most
authentic, surpassed only by the Holy Quran. To them, Traditions from this book are most reliable,
beyond any doubt!
In Tradition Number 180 on page 147 of Volume Nine, it is stated that: “Amr bin Yahya bin Said bin Amr
bin Said said: ‘My grandfather narrated to me thus: I was in the company of Abu Hurayra and Marwan in
the mosque of the Prophet (S) in Madina. Abu Hurayra then said: I heard the truthful and trusted by
Allah (i.e. the Prophet (S)) saying, “The destruction of my followers will be through the hands of young
men from Quraish.” Marwan retorted: ‘May the curse of Allah be on these youths.’ Abu Hurayra said: If I
could, I would have named these youths, and their parentage.’ Accompanied by my grandfather, I went
to Syria to meet the progeny of Marwan at the time when they were the rulers there. Whenever my
grandfather saw that these rulers were young men, he would tell us: Probably, these are among them
(those young men mentioned by the Prophet (S)), and we used to reply, saying, You know better than
us’.”
Before quoting the explanations of the above mentioned Tradition, those working with the English
version should note that it does not fully correspond with the original Arabic text. The translator has
omitted the signiﬁcant part of the Tradition, printed in italics above, in the English version -- advertently
or inadvertently.
Nonetheless, in his book, Fat’hul Baari, on page 10 of Chapter Thirteen, Imam Ibn Hajar Al Asqalaani
mentions a narration of Ibn Abi Shayba which says that: “Abu Hurayra used to go to the market saying:
‘O Lord! Do not let me live to the year 60 A. H. nor witness the reign of the youths.’” Having said this,
Imam Ibn Hajar adds, “In these words there is an indication that the ﬁrst youth to come to power was in
the year 60 A. H., and indeed, this is what actually happened. Yazid bin Muawiya’s succession took
place in that year, and he remained in power till his death in 64 A. H. He was succeeded by his son,

Muawiya, who died after a few months.”
Therefore, according to Imam Ibn Hajar, among “the Quraish youths” prophesized by the Prophet (S) to
be the ones through whose hands the destruction of his followers would be, and whom Abu Hurayra
wished the Almighty to keep him away from in the year 60 A. H., was Yazid. Did the Prophet’s prediction
prove wrong? Wasn’t the Prophet’s community led astray through the massacres of Karbalaa, Madina
and Macca as expounded hitherto? Or were those who were killed there polytheists and not Muslims?
Despite all these, do we still insist that Yazid was Amirul Mu’minin?
Remember: Abu Hurayra did not disclose the names and the parentage of the Quraishi youths, not
because he did not know them, but because he feared that if he did so he would endanger his life. This
becomes clear when we revert to Sahih Bukhari (Tradition Number 121 on page 89 of Volume One).
Which says: Narrated by Abu Hurayra: I have memorised two kinds of knowledge from Allah’s Apostle
(S) I have propagated one of them to you and if I propagated the second, then my pharynx (throat)
would be cut (i.e. killed).’”
Commenting on this Tradition, on page 216 of Chapter One of Fat’hul Baari, Imam Ibn Hajar says:
“Scholars believe that the knowledge that Abu Hurayra did not disclose, relates to the Tradition in which
names, life-style and the times of the evil monarchs have been mentioned. Abu Hurayra used to make a
tacit reference about some of them, but would never mention their real names, fearing for his own life.
For instance, by seeking refuge in the Almighty from year 60 and from the reign of the youths, he was
making a tacit reference to the kingship of Yazid bin Muawiya whose reign was in the year 60 A.H.”
However, Imam Ibn Hajar was not the only person to draw this conclusion. Shihaabuddin Ahmad Al
Qastwalaani too comes out with a similar interpretation of these Traditions. Those who know Arabic may
refer to page 374 of Chapter One, and pages 11-12 of Chapter Fifteen of Irshaadus Saari.
Abu Hurayra, therefore, did not name Yazid, not because he did not know it, but because he was afraid
that if he did so, his life would be in danger. In other words, he observed taqiyya (dissimulation)!
Was Abu Hurayra alone in practising taqiyya or others, too, observe it? We shall see that in the next
chapter.
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