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Invocation in Prayers
Previously, we have quoted on the authority of Amir al Mu’minin (‘a) that Salat is the occasion of fulﬁlling
the desires and achieving one’s aims. The qunoot in Salat has been ordained to enable the worshipper
to place his desires and needs in front of his Lord. Also, for prostration, speciﬁc supplications have been
recommended. Moreover, after the prayers, great emphasis has been laid to invoke and express our
needs in front of the Almighty. Imam As-Sadiq (‘a) exhorts,
ﺎبﺘَﺠﺴ ﻣﻧﱠﻪ ﻓَﺎ.ﻼةﺑﺎرِ اﻟﺼ أد ﻓ ﺑِﺎﻟﺪﱡﻋﺎءﻢﻠَﻴﻋ.
“It is obligatory for you to supplicate after Salat, for such supplications are answered.”1
Therefore, invocation is the expression of the need and paucity of our own selves as well as of others
along with the confession of the self-sufﬁciency, generosity, honour, grace, affection and benevolence of
the Almighty. Anyone who desires something from others, turns and pays attention towards him. As he
ﬁnds himself in need and impoverished, he strives to present his wants through pleas and persistence,
thereby attempting to attract the attention of the invoked one. Traditions have stated that Allah loves
importunity and persistence in invocations. Imam Muhammad Al-Baqir (‘a) assures,
ﺎ ﻟَﻪﺎﻫ ﻗَﻀ إﻻﻪﺘ ﺣﺎﺟ ﻓﻞ ﺟ وﺰ ﻋﻪ اﻟﻠ ﻋﻦﻣﻮﺪٌ ﻣﺒ ﻋﺢﻠ ﻻ ﻳﻪاﻟو.
“By Allah, no believer persists with Allah (Mighty and Gloriﬁed be He) in his needs but that He fulﬁls it.”2
Imam As-Sadiq (‘a) informs,
ْن اﺐﺤ ﻳﻞ ﺟ وﺰ ﻋﻪنﱠ اﻟ ا.ﻪﻨَﻔْﺴﻚَ ﻟ ذﻟﺐﺣا و،ﻟَﺔﺎﺴ اﻟْﻤﺾٍ ﻓﻌ ﺑﻠ ﻋﻬِﻢﻀﻌ اﻟﻨّﺎسِ ﺑﺎحﻟْﺤ اﺮِه ﻛﻞ ﺟ وﺰ ﻋﻪنﱠ اﻟا
ﻨْﺪَهﺎ ﻋ ﻣﻄْﻠَﺐ ﻳ ولﺎﺴﻳ.
“Surely Allah (Mighty and Gloriﬁed be He) detests that people should be importune and persistent while

asking each other for some need but loves the same for Himself. Certainly Allah (Mighty and Gloriﬁed be
He) likes that He is asked and sought for what is with Him.”3
On the other hand, anyone who refuses to invoke Allah or express his needs before Him, subjects
himself to His wrath. For, he has considered himself to be needless, great and haughty. Allah the
Almighty warns,
ﺮِﻳﻦاﺧ دﻨﱠﻢﻬﺪْﺧُﻠُﻮنَ ﺟﻴ ﺳﺗﺎدﺒ ﻋﻦونَ ﻋﺒِﺮَﺘﺴ ﻳنﱠ اﻟﱠﺬِﻳﻦا
“Surely those who are arrogant regarding My worship (invoking Me), will soon enter hell in a
degraded state.” (Qur’an, 23:60)
Imam Al-Baqir (‘a) interprets the word ‘worship’ in this verse as ‘supplication’ and then proceeds to say,
 اﻟﺪﱡﻋﺎءةﺎدﺒ اﻟْﻌﻞﻓْﻀ او.
“And supplication is the most superior form of worship.”4
Hannan Bin Sudair relates from his father, who asked Imam Al-Baqir (‘a), ‘What is the best form of
worship?” Imam (‘a) replied,
ﻦﻤ ﻣﻞ ﺟ وﺰ ﻋﻪ اﻟَﻟ اﻐَﺾﺑﺪٍ اﺣ اﻦﺎ ﻣﻣ و.ﻨْﺪَهﺎ ﻋﻤ ﻣﻄْﻠَﺐ ﻳ ولﺎﺴنْ ﻳ اﻦ ﻣﻞ ﺟ وﺰ ﻋﻪﻨْﺪَ اﻟ ﻋﻞﻓْﻀ اءَ ﺷﻦﺎ ﻣﻣ
ﻨْﺪَهﺎ ﻋ ﻣلﺎﺴ ﻻ ﻳ وﻪﺗﺒﺎد ﻋﻦ ﻋﺒِﺮَﺘﺴﻳ.
“There is nothing better near Allah (Mighty and Gloriﬁed be He) than that He is asked and sought for
what is with Him. And the most hateful and detestable person for Allah is he who is arrogant in His
worship and does not ask Him for what is with Him.”5
Hence, we should not claim that Allah the Almighty knows our needs and wants and thus there is no
need for us to ask Him further, if as He deems it proper, He will grant it. For, invocation and supplication
is this very attention towards Allah and reaching out to His wealth, generosity, and grant.
At the same time, it is an expression of our being in His slavery and bondage and confessing to His
Lordship and Mastership. And this will be the best form of Allah’s worship. Therefore, we must implore
and beseech Allah. Since apparent pleas without heartily attention is fruitless, we must make efforts to
ask Him from the depth of our hearts, even if we don’t utter our demands orally.
So, invocation is loved and desirable in all states and at all times but that invocation is more acceptable
which is accompanied with its etiquette and conditions of time and place. As said earlier, one of the best

times for supplications, is during prayers and after it, because it is that time when a believer rises to
converse with his Lord, attains the elevated position of divine recognition and proximity, and his focus
and concentration towards his Master is increased.
We hope that Allah the Almighty makes our prayers as a channel towards His nearness a means for the
acceptance of our supplications and needs.
1. Khisal, p. 488
2. Usul al Kaﬁ, vol. 2, p. 475
3. Usul al Kaﬁ, vol. 2, p. 475
4. Usul al Kaﬁ, vol.2, p. 466
5. Usul al Kaﬁ, vol. 2, p. 466

Source URL:
https://www.al-islam.org/salat-prayer-mode-divine-proximity-and-recognition-mirza-mahdi-gharawi-is
fahani/invocation-prayers#comment-0

