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Martrydom of Ahl al-Bayt

‘Ali al-Akbar
None remained with al-Husayn (‘a) except his Ahl al-Bayt who were determined to face death with their
might and to maintain their dignity. They came bidding each other farewell1 the ﬁrst being Abul-Hasan2
‘Ali al-Akbar3 who was twenty-seven years old.
He was born on the 11th of Sha’ban, 33 A.H/653 A.D.4, and he was a mirror reﬂecting the Prophet's own
beauty and a model of his own sublime code of ethics, a specimen of his wise speech. One poet of the
Messenger of Allah (S) praised him saying:

Never have any eyes seen better than you
Never have women begotten more beautiful than you
Fault-free you have been made
As if you as you wished were made.

Al-Madih al-Akbar says5:

No eyes saw him have ever seen
Anyone walking, bare-footed or not.
Flesh boils till when it is ripe,
The eater ﬁnds it not expensive at all,
Whenever ﬁre for it was lighted,
He with lofty honour ignited.
Just as a poor person sees it in hope,
Or a lone man with no family.

Never did he prefer his life over his creed,
Nor did he sell what is right for a misdeed.
I mean the son of Layla, the one of the dew,
I am describing the son of high lineage to you.
‘Ali al-Akbar is the one who branched out of the tree of Prophethood, the man who inherited the great
merits. He was truly worthy of being a caliph had it not already been determined by the Lord of the
Heavens. The most Gloriﬁed One had recorded their names in the tablet brought by Gabriel (‘a), to the
Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings of Allah be upon him and his progeny.
He inherited the merits his legacy
From every valiant warrior and brave
In Hamzah's might, in Hayder's bravery
In al-Husayn's loftiness, in Ahmad's dignity
Good in make and in conduct,
Wise in speech like the Prophet Ahmad.6
Once he was about to start his role in defending Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), it rested extremely heavily for the
ladies who grew up in the lap of Imamate because he was the one upon whom they rested their hopes
for their protection and security, their only hope after al-Husayn (‘a) is gone.
One of them would see the Message about to be muted with his death, while another would see the sun
of Prophethood nearing an eclipse, while yet another would see Muhammad's code of ethics coming to
an end.
They all surrounded him and pleaded to him saying, “Have mercy on our being strangers in this land!
We cannot bear your separation!”
But he did not pay them any attention because he could easily see how his enemies were to the end
determined to spill his pure blood. He sought his father's permission then came out riding a horse
belonging to al-Husayn (‘a) named Lahiq.7
From the camp of Layla, mother of ‘Ali al-Akbar and daughter of Maymuna daughter of Abu Sufyan,8 a
man shouted, “O ‘Ali ! You have kinship with the commander of the faithful Yazid, and we wish to
safeguard it; so, if you wish, we can grant you security.”
He (‘a), said, “The kinship I have with the Messenger of Allah, peace of Allah and His blessings be upon
him and his progeny, is now more worthy of being safeguarded,”9 then he recited these rajaz verses,
identifying his holy self and his sublime objective:

I am ‘Ali son of al-Husayn son of ‘Ali

We, by the House's Lord, are more worthy of the Nabi.
By Allah! We shall never be ruled by the da’i
With the sword shall I defend my family
And strike like a young Hashemi, Qarashi!10
Al-Husayn (‘a) could not help ﬂooding his eyes with tears11 and shouted at ‘Umar Ibn Sa’d: “What is the
matter with you?!
May Allah cut off your lineage just as you have cut off mine and just as you have not respected my
kinship to the Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings of Allah be upon him and his progeny, and may
He send upon you someone to slay you on your own bed!”12 Then he uncovered his hair and raised his
hands to the heavens supplicating thus:
“O Allah! Bear witness against these folks that a man who looks most like Your Messenger Muhammad
in his physique, manners, and eloquence13 has come out to ﬁght them! Whenever we missed seeing
Your Prophet, we would look at him.
O Allah! Deprive them of the blessings of the earth, create dissension among them, and make them into
many parties, and do not let their rulers ever be pleased with them, for they invited us to support us, then
they transgressed on us and fought us!”
Then he recited the Qur’anic verse saying,
“Allah surely chose Adam, Noah, the family of Abraham and the family of Imran over all people,
offspring of one another, and Allah is Hearing, Knowing (Qur’an, 3:34).”14
He kept charging at their right and left wings, diving in their midst. Whenever a group of ﬁghters met him,
he would repulse them, all of them, and whenever a brave man faced him, he would kill him:

He assaults the regiments as the ground closes in on them
All because of his ﬁery might,
So he forcibly sends them back on their tails
In his might he resembles the angry lion.

He killed a total of one hundred and twenty knights. Thirst took its toll on him, so he returned to his father
to rest and to complain about suffering from thirst.15
Al-Husayn (‘a) wept and said, “O help! How quickly shall you meet your grandfather who will give you a
drink after which you shall never suffer of thirst.” He gave him his tongue to suck then his ring to put in
his mouth.16

He returns to bid farewell, and he is heavy-hearted,
His heart is thirsty, his iron is heavy,
His insides burn, his sword's thirst is quenched with dew,
But his own thirst was not, mind you.
Yet he with his saliva preferred him over his own self
Had only his saliva not dried yet.
As soon as he was bent to meet his death with a smile,
Death, from his ears and sight, stayed only for a while.
He turned the battle around and moved its grinding stone,
With his sword he struck their ﬂesh and their bone,
With his withered shoulders he meets their braves
And places his sword in the necks of their knaves,
While on his body it leaves its mark
From their midst he disappeared and did not come back,
Mounting his steed though almost bear.
Time stumbled on him, so his body now
Is food for every sword and every bow.
‘Ali went back to the battleﬁeld feeling very happy about the good news which he had just heard from the
Imam, the Hujjah (‘a), who had told him that he would soon meet his grandfather, the chosen one, peace
of Allah be upon him and his progeny.
He, therefore, advanced towards them with courage reminiscent of [his grandfather] Imam ‘Ali (‘a). He
met the enemies face-to-face. The latter could not tell whether it was ‘Ali al-Akbar who was chasing the
enemy or whether it was the wasi (‘a), roaring like a lion on the battleﬁeld, or whether thunderbolts came
emitting in an array from his sword. He kept killing the Kuﬁans till the number of those whom he killed
reached fully two hundred.17
Murrah Ibn Munqith al-’Abdi18 said, “I shall bear all the sins of the Arabs should I not succeed in
causing his father to lose him for good!”19 He stabbed him with his lance in the back20 and hit him with
his sword on the head, splitting it in half.
‘Ali embraced his horse that carried him to the enemy camp. There, he became the target of their
swords, so they cut his body into bits and pieces.21

He wiped out shame, Allah ﬁght the shame
A crescent in the dark, a shining one
The one sought by both houses of Hashim

The haven of both honour and loftiness
How could death to you reach?
You have not hesitated nor tarried.
May my life be for him a sacriﬁce
Like a fresh ﬂower that dried
In the ocean of thirst and the heat of the sword.
Early did witherness visit his fresh ﬂower,
Withering is the foe of a fresh ﬂower.
By Allah! What a moon on them did he shine!
The sword mixed his substance with its gold,
The water of youth and the blood both ﬂew
Within him, and his heart was still on ﬁre.
Never shall I him forget
How he was turbaned with the youth of the deer
Among the warriors, wearing only their every spear,
Drenched in blood was he yet the Euphrates was
Turning green what was still black.

He called out saying, “Peace be upon you from me, O father of ‘Abdullah!22 My grandfather has given
me a drink with his own cup after which I shall never suffer any thirst, and he says that there is another
one reserved just for you!”23
Al-Husayn (‘a) came to him and placed his cheek on his as he said, “There is no good in life after you...
How dare they defy the most Merciful One, and how dare they violate the sanctity of His Messenger!24
Hard it is upon your grandfather and father that they cannot respond to you when you call upon them,
and that they cannot help you when you ask for their help.”25
Then he took a handful of his pure blood and threw it towards the heavens. Not a drop of it fell. This
explains the recitation in his ziyarat of the following statement:
“May my father and mother be your sacriﬁce! How you were slaughtered without having committed a
crime! May my father and mother be your sacriﬁce! How your blood ascended to the one loved by Allah!
May my father and mother be sacriﬁced for you!
He mourns you with a burning heart, raising your blood to the depth of the heavens, not a drop whereof
returns, nor one sigh of your father ﬁnds an ease!”26
He ordered his servants to carry him to the tent. His corpse was brought to the tent in front of which they
were ﬁghting.27

The honourable ladies who grew up in the home of revelation kept looking at him as he was carried
away with blood covering him with its red mantle of dignity. Stabs and wounds had spared no place in
his body.
They welcomed him with very heavy hearts, their hair uncovered, their wailing defeaning the world.
Before them stood the wise lady of Banu Hashim, namely Zainab, the great one, daughter of Fatima
daughter of the Messenger of Allah (S), crying and wailing.28 She threw herself on the corpse of her
nephew, hugging it, grief-stricken, for he was the guardian of her home and its pillar.29

My heart goes for the ladies of the Prophet
When thus they saw him in that condition.
Their wailing and their cries did intensify
So the minds and the souls were bafﬂed by their cry.
The wise ladies mourned their protector
And so did virtues and merits.
My heart goes for her when she seeks
The Messenger's help,
The mountains were almost to disappear.
My heart goes for her since she lost
The one she could depend on,
And how can anyone equal the one she lost?
Who can in honour equal the one who was
Like in manners Yasin, like in form Taha?
O Allah help his father when
The light of al-Akbar went out.
He at the Taff saw the Friend of Allah from Mina,
The one whom he sacriﬁced was now
Sought by the swords.
He was mourned by what can be seen and what cannot
From the zenith of the ‘Arsh
To the deepest of the earth
He was mourned by the master of all creation.
For his calamity was indeed the greatest of all.
He was mourned by the eyes of guidance and uprightness
And by the one appointed as the wasi.30

His father's condition could best be described thus:

Son! From my heart did I make you, so why
From me you now severed your tie?
Son! Your ties eclipse the hue of death
And the eclipse precedes perfection.
Son! Never shall I ever sleep
While your body on the burning sands lies.
Son! You insisted on reaching the heights,
Leaving for me only the dark nights.
Son! Men's eyes mourn you till the Day
Of Gathering and of Accounting.
Son! The attributes of perfection do you mourn,
And the tenderness of youth and the angels.
You rushed to meet your father the Prophet at the Pool
Having arranged the hearts of men's eyes.31

‘Abdullah Ibn Muslim
After him ‘Abdullah son of Muslim Ibn ‘Aqil Ibn Abu Talib and Ruqayya, the great daughter of the
Commander of the Faithful, Imam ‘Ali (‘a),32 charged as he recited this verse:

Today Muslim, my father, shall I meet
With a band sacriﬁced for the Prophet's creed.

He killed a number of the enemy troops in three of his assaults.33 Yazid Ibn al-Ruqad al-Jahni34 shot
him with an arrow that he unsuccessfully tried to avoid with his hand, but it pierced his hand and found
its way to his forehead.
He could not remove it from his forehead.35 He, therefore, said, “O Allah! They have found us few in
number, so they humiliated us. Kill them, O Lord, as they have killed us.” As he was thus engaged, a
man threw a spear at him which pierced his heart, killing him instantly.36 Yazid Ibn al-Ruqad came to
him, took out the arrow from his forehead as its tip remained inside.37
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