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Reciting Elegies in the Form of Prose
Some people ask: Why do the Shi‘ahs recite elegies when mourning over the awliya’ of Allah? Were
these practices prevalent among the people who came before? Did the Prophet of Allah (S) and his Ahl
al-Bayt (as) participate in these practices when mourning for great people? Did the Holy Prophet’s (S)
companions and those generations that came immediately after them take part in mourning practices or
not?
With attention to history, we come to the conclusion that reciting prose was a common practice when
mourning over the awliya’ of Allah during the early days of Islam. We will now refer to some examples:

A. Reciting mournful songs for the awliya’ of Allah
Upon study of the history of Islam, one can see that the Prophet of Allah (S) and his companions used to
recite elegies. We will now refer to some examples:

1. The Holy Prophet (S) recited elegies in the form of prose
Halabli narrates from Ibn Mas‘ud, “We did not see the Prophet of Allah weep for someone as much as
he did for Hamzah. He put Hamzah’s corpse in the direction of the Qiblah and stood over his deathbed.
After that, he cried loudly and nearly passed out.
He recited, ‘O uncle of the Prophet of Allah! O lion of Allah! O Hamzah! O doer of good works! O
Hamzah! O repeller of sorrows! O supporter! O protector of the Prophet of Allah!’”1

2. Fatimah al-Zahra (as) recited elegies in the form of prose
Anas ibn Malik recounts, “When I was returning from burying the Prophet of Allah, Fatimah looked at me
and said, ‘O Anas! How did you manage to drop clay on the head of Allah’s Prophet?’ Then, she started
crying, and called out, ‘O my father! You who accepted call of Allah! O my father! You who have gone to

the presence of Allah! O my father! You who answered call of Allah!’”2

3. A’ishah recited elegies in the form of prose
Ibn ‘Abd Rabbih says, “‘A’ishah stood beside the tomb of Abu Bakr and said, ‘The biggest afﬂiction for
me, after the loss of the Holy Prophet, is the loss of you’.”3

4. Imam al-Hasan (as) recited elegies in the form of prose
On his own chain of transmission, Tabari narrates that Khalid ibn Jabir quotes Imam al-Hasan (as),
while reading out a sermon after the martyrdom of Imam ‘Ali (as), saying,
«ﻼم وﻓﻴﻬﺎ ﻗﺘﻞ ﻳﻮﺷﻊ ﺑﻦ ﻧﻮن ﻓﺘ ﺑﻦ ﻣﺮﻳﻢ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ اﻟﺴ وﻓﻴﻬﺎ رﻓﻊ ﻋﻴﺴ، ﻟﻴﻠﺔ ﻓﻴﻬﺎ ﻧﺰل اﻟﻘﺮآن ﻓﻟﻘﺪ ﻗﺘﻠﺘﻢ اﻟﻠﻴﻠﺔ رﺟﻼ
ﻪ اﻟﻠﱠﻪ ﺻﻪ إن ﮐﺎن رﺳﻮل اﻟ واﻟ.ﻮن ﺑﻌﺪه وﻻ ﻳﺪرﮐﻪ أﺣﺪ ﻳ،ﻪ ﻣﺎ ﺳﺒﻘﻪ أﺣﺪ ﮐﺎن ﻗﺒﻠﻪ واﻟ،ﻼم ﻋﻠﻴﻬِﻤﺎ اﻟﺴﻣﻮﺳ
 ﺛﻤﺎﻧﻤﺎﺋﺔ أوﻪ ﻣﺎ ﺗﺮك ﺻﻔﺮاء وﻻ ﺑﻴﻀﺎء اﻻ واﻟ،ﺎﺋﻴﻞ ﻋﻦ ﻳﺴﺎره وﺟﺒﺮﺋﻴﻞ ﻋﻦ ﻳﻤﻴﻨﻪ وﻣﻴ، اﻟﺴﺮﻳﺔ وآﻟﻪ ﻟﻴﺒﻌﺜﻪ ﻓﻠَﻴﻪﻋ
ﺳﺒﻌﻤﺎﺋﺔ أرﺻﺪﻫﺎ ﻟﺨﺎدﻣﻪ.»
“You have killed a man on the night the Holy Qur’an was revealed, on a night that Jesus, the son of
Mary, was taken to the skies, and Yusha‘ (Joshua) was killed. I swear upon Allah! No one outran him
before him and no one can comprehend him after him. I swear upon Allah! The Prophet of Allah used to
send the man you have killed tonight to lead wars, while the Archangel (Jibra’il) Gabriel was on his right
hand side and the Angel Mika’il (Michael) was on his left hand side. I swear upon Allah! He did not leave
behind any silver or gold, except seven or eight hundred dinars that he had put aside for his servant.”4

5. Women recited elegies mourning for Imam al-Hasan (as)
On his chain of transmission, al-Hakim al-Neyshaburi recounts that Umm Bakr ibn Muswir said, “When
al-Hasan ibn ‘Ali passed away, the women of Bani Hashim recited elegies while mourning over him for a
period of one month.”5

B. Reciting elegies when mourning for Imam al-Husayn (as)
With reference to sources of Islamic hadiths (traditions) and history, we draw the inference that the Holy
Prophet (S), the Ahl al-Bayt (as), the Prophet’s companions, and even the generation which came after
the Prophet used to recite elegies when mourning over Imam al-Husayn (as) during the days of their
lives. We will refer to a few examples:

1. The Holy Prophet (S) recited elegies in the form of prose for Imam al-Husayn
(as) even before the birth of Imam al-Husayn (as)
On his authentic chain of transmission, al-Hakim al-Neyshaburi quotes Umm al-Fadl saying, “One day,

I came to the Prophet and said, ‘I dreamt a bad dream last night.’ The Noble Prophet (S) asked, ‘What
did you dream?’
I said, ‘It was a bad dream.’ The Holy Prophet (S) insisted, ‘What did you dream?’ I said, ‘In my dream, I
saw a part of your body being separated from you and being placed in my lap.’ The Prophet of Allah
said, ‘You dreamt a good dream. If Allah so wills, Fatimah my daughter will give birth to a son who will
be brought up in your lap.’
“Umm al-Fadl recounts, ‘Fatimah gave birth to al-Husayn, and just like the Noble Prophet had
predicted, he was always on my lap. One day, I went to see the Prophet of Allah and placed al-Husayn
in his lap. I looked at the Prophet (S) and I suddenly noticed that he was shedding tears.
I said, ‘O Prophet of Allah! May my father and mother be your ransom! What makes you cry?’ The Holy
Prophet (S) answered, ‘The Archangel Gabriel came to me and informed me that my ummah will soon
martyr him.’
I asked, ‘They will martyr this child?’ The Prophet (S) answered, ‘Yes!’ Then, he gave me a bit of the
bloody soil of Imam al-Husayn which Gabriel had brought from the holy site of Imam al-Husayn’s (as)
martyrdom’.”
This hadith has been recorded and recounted by a number of Sunni scholars, among them: al-Hakim
al-Neyshaburi, Khatib Khwarazmi, Ibn al-Sabbagh al-Maliki, Ibn Hajar al-Hayaīthami al-Makki, alBayhaqi, Muttaqi Hindi.6

2. The Holy Prophet (S) recited elegies in the form of prose for Imam al-Husayn
(as) in the Mosque after the birth of Imam al-Husayn (as)
Khwarazmi Hanaﬁ narrates, “One complete year after the birth of Imam al-Husayn, twelve angels came
to see the Noble Prophet while their faces were red and their wings were spread wide, and addressed
him thus, ‘O Muhammad!
Soon it shall pass that which befell Habil (Abel) from the hands of Qabil (Cain) for this child of yours, and
soon it shall pass that the reward which Abel was awarded will be awarded to him. Also, soon it shall
pass that the same kind of punishment which was accorded to Cain be accorded to the one who kills
him.
On that day, all the angels in the heavens descended upon the Prophet (S) and consoled him over the
sufferings and martyrdom of al-Husayn (as). They also informed the Noble Prophet about the favors
which would be granted to al-Husayn (as). They gave him the holy clay which they had taken from the
site of Imam al-Husayn’s martyrdom.’
The Holy Prophet (S) said, ‘O Lord! Make abject any person who abuses al-Husayn, and kill the one

who kills al-Husayn. Do not let him live to enjoy the pleasures he seeks in his actions.’
When two complete years elapsed after the birth of Imam al-Husayn (as), the Holy Prophet (S) went on
a journey. Along the way, he stopped and recited the Qur’anic verse,
﴿ َﻮن راﺟِﻌﻪﻟَﻴﻧّﺎ اا وﻪ﴾ إﻧّﺎ ﻟ
‘We are from Allah and to Him is our return.’ 7
And his eyes ﬁlled with tears. I asked him, ‘Why are you shedding tears?’ He answered, ‘The Archangel
Gabriel was here. He was informing me about a place called Karbala near the river Euphrates where my
child al-Husayn ibn Fatimah will be martyred.’ It was asked, ‘Who will martyr him?’
He (S) answered, ‘A man by the name of Yazid, may Allah withdraw all blessings from him, and it seems
as though I see his burial place in Karbala although they take his head as a gift to someone.’ The
Prophet cut his journey short and returned in a state of sorrow. He got on the pulpit and gave a sermon.
He advised the people to fear Allah.
Then he said, ‘O Lord! I have been informed by the Archangel Gabriel that my child will be made abject
and killed…’”8

3. The Holy Prophet (S) recited elegies in the form of prose for Imam al-Husayn
(as) in the house of Umm Salamah
On his authentic chain of transmission, Ahmad ibn Hanbal narrates from Anas ibn Malik saying, “The
Angel of Rain got permission from Allah to descend upon the Prophet. Allah granted it permission. The
Noble Prophet told Umm Salamah to take care not to let anyone come in. Umm Salamah recounts, ‘AlHusayn came and wanted to go in.
I stopped him from doing so. He ran away from me and went into the room where the Holy Prophet (S)
was meeting the angel. He climbed on the shoulders and head of Allah’s Prophet. The angel said to the
Prophet, ‘Do you love him?’ The Noble Prophet (S) said, ‘Yes, I do.’ The angel said, ‘Beware! Verily your
ummah (community) will soon kill him.
If you wish, I will show you the place where he will be killed.’ The angel clapped his hands and in the
split of a second brought red clay from the site of Imam al-Husayn’s martyrdom. Umm Salamah got
some of that clay and hid it. Thabit said that news reached them that this soil was from Karbala’.”9

4. The Holy Prophet (S) recited elegies in the form of prose in the house of ‘A’ishah
On his authentic chain of transmission, Ibn ‘Asakir narrates that ‘A’ishah recounted, “One day when the

Prophet of Allah was asleep, al-Husayn suddenly entered and went towards him. I tried to keep him
away from the Prophet (S). Afterwards, I got busy doing my own work and took no notice of al-Husayn.
He went near the Prophet (S). The Holy Prophet (S) suddenly woke up from sleep in a tearful state.
I asked him, ‘Why are you crying?’ He (S) answered, ‘The Archangel Gabriel has just shown me the holy
land where al-Husayn will be martyred. The wrath of Allah will be very intense on the person who sheds
his blood.’ Then, the Holy Prophet (S) put out his hand and showed a handful of dirt and said, ‘O
‘A’ishah! I swear upon Him in whose Hands is my life (Allah), this affair makes me mournful. Who is this
person from my ummah that will kill al-Husayn after I have gone?!’”10

5. The Holy Prophet (S) recited elegies in the form of prose after the death of Imam
al-Husayn (as)
On his authentic chain of transmission, Ahmad ibn Hanbal narrates that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “I saw the
Prophet in a dream. He was standing in a sad and distressed way. He was soiled and was holding a
glass full of blood in his hands.
I said, ‘May my father and mother be your ransom! What is this in your hands, O Prophet of Allah?’ He
answered, ‘This is the blood of al-Husayn and his companions. I got it today.’ Ibn ‘Abbas says, ‘We
calculated when that day was, and found out that it was the same day when al-Husayn (as) was
martyred’.”11
On their authentic chain of transmission, al-Tirmidhi and al-Hakim quote Salmi recounting, “One day, I
saw Umm Salamah crying. I asked her, ‘Why are you crying?’ She said, ‘In my dreams, I saw the Noble
Prophet (S) with clay on his head and beard. I asked, ‘What is this clay, O Prophet of Allah?’ He (S)
answered, ‘A while ago I was witnessing the martyrdom of my al-Husayn.’’”12

6. Imam ‘Ali (as) recited elegies for Imam al-Husayn (as)
a. On his authentic chain of transmission, Ahmad ibn Hanbal quotes Najja recounting that he and ‘Ali
made a journey to Sifﬁn. When they reached the valley of Niynawa, Imam ‘Ali (as) yelled and cried out
aloud, “When you come next to the Euphrates River, bear patiently O Aba ‘Abd Allah!” I asked him,
“What is the matter?”
Imam ‘Ali (as) answered, “One day, I went to see the Holy Prophet (S) while he was shedding tears. I
asked, ‘O Prophet of Allah! Has anyone annoyed you? Why are your eyes tearful?’ The Prophet (S)
answered, ‘Yes, a while before you came, the Archangel Gabriel left me. He came to inform me that alHusayn will be killed near the Euphrates River.’
Then, the Noble Prophet (S) asked me, ‘Do you want me to show you a part of the clay from the land
where he will be killed?’ I said, ‘Yes I do.’ Then, he stretched his arm out and gave me a handful of soil. I
could not stop my tears from ﬂowing, and I broke down and cried.”13

b. On his chain of transmission, Nasr ibn Muzahim recounts that ‘Ali (as) reached the land of Karbala
and temporarily stopped there. It was said to him, “O Amir al-Mu’minin! This place is Karbala.” The
Imam (as) said, “This place has much pain and suffering.” Then, he pointed to a place and said, “That is
where their blood will be shed.”14
c. On his authentic chain of transmission, Haﬁz Tabarani narrates that Shayban said, “When ‘Ali reached
Karbala, he got emotionally excited and said, ‘In this place lie martyrs comparable to none save the
martyrs of Badr’.”15

7. Imam al-Sadiq (as) recited elegies in the form of prose
Ibn ‘Abd Rabbah narrates, “Imam al-Sadiq (as) stood by the tomb of his father and said,
« وﻋﺒﺪﺗﻪ،ﻪ ورﺳﻮﻟﻪﺮ وأﻃﻌﺖ اﻟأﺷﻬﺪ اﻧّﻚ ﻗﺪ اﻗﻤﺖ اﻟﺼﻼة وآﺗﻴﺖ اﻟﺰﮐﺎة وأﻣﺮت ﺑﺎﻟﻤﻌﺮوف وﻧﻬﻴﺖ ﻋﻦ اﻟﻤﻨ
ﻪ وﻟﻌﻦ اﻟ،ﻪ اﻣﺔ ﻇﻠﻤﺘﻚﻪ اﻣﺔ ﻗﺘﻠﺘﻚ وﻟﻌﻦ اﻟ ﻓﻠﻌﻦ اﻟ، اﺗﺎك اﻟﻴﻘﻴﻦ ﺳﺒﻴﻠﻪ ﺻﺎﺑﺮاً ﻣﺤﺘﺴﺒﺎً ﺣﺘﻣﺨﻠﺼﺎً وﺟﺎﻫﺪت ﻓ
اﻣﺔ ﺳﻤﻌﺖ ﺑﺬﻟﻚ ﻓﺮﺿﻴﺖ ﺑﻪ.»
“I bear witness that verily you upheld the prayers, gave charity, and enjoined the lawful and forbade
sinful acts. You obeyed Allah and his Prophet, and worshiped Him with sincerity of heart. You struggled
in His way patiently with ﬁrm forbearance, and left everything to be judged by Allah. You reached the
station of complete certainty. May Allah therefore curse the community which killed you, curse the
people who oppressed you, and curse the nation who heard about your martyrdom and became pleased
by it!”16

8. Umm al-Banin recited elegies in the form of prose
Abu al-Faraj Isfahani narrates, “Umm al-Banin was a mother of four sons who had all been killed. She
used to go to the Baqi‘ graveyard and recite heart-rending prose. The people would encircle her and
listen to her heartbreaking lamentations. One of the people who used to come and listen to her was
Marwan, and he used to cry upon listening to her sorrowful prose.”17

9. Zaynab (as) recited elegies in the form of prose
Abu al-Faraj Isfahani and other historians have quoted from Hamid saying, “When ‘Ali ibn al-Husayn
Akbar made the intention to go on the battleﬁeld, I saw a woman come out of a tent with such speed that
it seemed as if the sun had just arisen. She repeated,
« ﻳﺎﺑﻦ اﺧﺎه،»!ﻳﺎ ﺣﺒﻴﺒﺎه
‘O my dear friend! O son of my brother!’

I asked people about her. They said, ‘She is Zaynab, the daughter of ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib (as).’ Later, when
‘Ali Akbar was martyred, she came and threw herself on his corpse. Al-Husayn came and got her by the
arm and returned her to the tent.”18
Tabari and other historians have recounted, “When the eleventh day of the month of Muharram came,
Ibn Sa‘d gave orders that the caravan of captives should leave Karbala. The wives of Imam al-Husayn
(as), his children, his sisters and the daughters of the Imam were with Zaynab in the caravan.
They were moved around like Turkish and Roman captives. The women said, ‘By Allah, let us pass
through the battle area of Imam al-Husayn (as).’ The captives were taken through the area where the
bodies of Imam al-Husayn (as) and his companions had fallen. When the women saw the dead bodies,
they cried out and wailed loudly and hit their faces.”
The narrator of this incident says, “I swear upon Allah! I cannot forget Zaynab who was lamenting with a
broken heart and a desolate voice,
،ﻪ اﻟﻤﺸﺘ اﻟ اﻟ، وﺑﻨﺎﺗﻚ ﺳﺒﺎﻳﺎ، ﻣﻘﻄّﻊ اﻻﻋﻀﺎء،ﻞ ﺑﺎﻟﺪﻣﺎء ﻫﺬا ﺣﺴﻴﻨﻚ ﻣﺮﻣ، ﻋﻠﻴﻚ ﻣﻠﻴﻚ اﻟﺴﻤﺎءّ! ﺻﻠ،ﺪاهﻳﺎ ﻣﺤﻤ
! ﻫﺬا ﺣﺴﻴﻦ،ﺪاه ﻳﺎ ﻣﺤﻤ. ﺣﻤﺰة ﺳﻴﺪ اﻟﺸﻬﺪاء واﻟ، ﻓﺎﻃﻤﺔ اﻟﺰﻫﺮاء واﻟ اﻟﻤﺮﺗﻀ ﻋﻠ واﻟ ﻣﺤﻤﺪ اﻟﻤﺼﻄﻔواﻟ
! اﻟﻴﻮم ﻣﺎت ﺟﺪي رﺳﻮل،ﻪ ﻳﺎ اﺑﺎ ﻋﺒﺪ اﻟ واﮐﺮﺑﺎه ﻋﻠﻴ،! واﺣﺰﻧﺎه، ﻗﺘﻴﻞ اوﻻد اﻟﺒﻐﺎﻳﺎ، ﻋﻠﻴﻪ رﻳﺢ اﻟﺼﺒﺎ ﺗﺴﻔ،ﺑﺎﻟﻌﺮی
 ﻳﺴﺎﻗﻮن ﺳﻮق اﻟﺴﺒﺎﻳﺎﺪ! ﻫﻮﻻء ذرﻳﺔ اﻟﻤﺼﻄﻔ ﻳﺎ أﺻﺤﺎب ﻣﺤﻤ،ﻪاﻟ.
‘O Muhammad! Upon whom the angels send blessings, this is your al-Husayn who is immersed in
blood. His body parts have been torn to pieces and his daughters have been taken into captivity. I
complain to Allah, to Muhammad al-Mustafa (the Chosen One of Allah), ‘Ali al-Murtada, Fatimah alZahra and Hamzah, the Doyen of Martyrs! O Muhammad! This is al-Husayn left forlorn in this desert
and wilderness while the wind blows over him. He has been killed by children born out of adultery. I seek
safety from your sorrow and suffering, O Aba ‘Abd Allah! Today, my grandfather, the Prophet of Allah,
passed away. O companions of Muhammad! These are the progeny of al-Mustafa who are being taken
as captives’.”
Then, the narrator says, “I swear upon Allah! At that very moment, Zaynab caused everyone to cry,
friend and foe alike.”19

10. Ibn ‘Abbas recited elegies in the form of prose
While addressing Yazid, Ibn ‘Abbas said, “You want me to help you and you compel me to become
friends with you while it is you who killed al-Husayn and the youths of ‘Abd al-Muttalib. These people
were the lights and bright stars of guidance.
The armies, acting under your direct orders, shed their blood and plundered their bodies. Their heads
were separated from their bodies while they were thirsty.”20

11. Zayd ibn Arqam recited elegies in the form of prose
Ibn Hajar and others have narrated that, “When they brought the head of Imam al-Husayn before Ibn
Ziyad in Kufah, he started hitting the teeth of Imam al-Husayn with a wooden stick. Zayd ibn Arqam was
also present and said to Ibn Ziyad, ‘Remove that wooden stick from your hand, I swear upon Allah! For a
long period of time I saw the Prophet of Allah kiss between those two lips.’ Then, he started crying.”21

12. Hasan Basri recited elegies in the form of prose
Sibt ibn Jawzi narrates from Zuhri, “When the news about al-Husayn’s death reached Hasan Basri, he
cried so much that both his cheeks became wet. Then, he said, ‘May the ummah (community) which
killed the son of the daughter of the Prophet be despised. I swear upon Allah! The head of al-Husayn
will return to his grandfather, and his grandfather and father will exact vengeance upon the son of
Marjanah’.”22
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