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Part 2: ‘Dhikr’ means the Ahlul Bayt
Describing that “Dhikr” (remembrance) means Ahlul Bayt (a.s.) and that Shias are duty-bound to ask
them but that they are not bound to answer them
The Creator of the world says:

.َﻮنﻠَﻤ ﺗَﻌ ﻨْﺘُﻢنْ ﻛﺮِ ا اﻟﺬِّﻛﻞﻫﻟُﻮا اﺎﻓَﺎﺳ
If you do not know ask Ahle Dhikr (the people of remembrance) (Sura Nahl 16:43)
At another place, He says:

.ٍﺎبﺴﺮِ ﺣﻚْ ﺑِﻐَﻴﺴﻣ او اﻨُﻦﻧَﺎ ﻓَﺎﻣﻄَﺎوﺬَا ﻋﻫ
This is Our free gift, therefore give freely or withhold, without reckoning. (Surah Sad 38:39)
And then says:

.َﻟُﻮنﺎ ﺗُﺴفﻮﺳﻚَ وﻣﻘَﻮﻟ ﻟَﻚَ وﺮ ﻟَﺬِﻛﻧﱠﻪاو
And most surely it is a reminder for you and your people, and you shall soon be questioned.
(Sura Zukhruf 43:44)
The apparent meaning of the ﬁrst and second verse is that inquire from the knowledgeable if you do not
know. Commentators have different opinions about the term Ahle Dhikr (the people of remembrance).

Some say they are those who have knowledge. Some have said they are People of the Book (Ahle
Kitab). But in many traditions, it is mentioned that they are the Pure Imams (a.s.) because of two
reasons: First, Ahlul Bayt (a.s.) have the perfect and complete knowledge of the Holy Quran. Hence the
Lord of the universe in the subsequent Surah Nahl, says:

.َونﺮَﺘَﻔ ﻳﻢﻠﱠﻬﻟَﻌ وﻬِﻢﻟَﻴ اِلﺎ ﻧُﺰﻠﻨﱠﺎسِ ﻣ ﻟِﻦﻴﺘُﺒ ﻟﺮﻚَ اﻟﺬِّﻛﻟَﻴﻟْﻨَﺎ اﻧﺰاو
And We have revealed to you the ‘Reminder’ (Quran) that you may make clear to men what has
been revealed to them, and that haply they may reﬂect. (Sura Nahl 16:44)
The second reason is that the Pure Imams (a.s.) are the Ahlul Bayt (a.s.) of the Prophet as He has said:

.ﻮﺳا رﺮ ذِﻛﻢﻟَﻴ اﻪ اﻟلﻧﺰﻗَﺪْ ا
Allah has sent to you a messenger who is Dhikr. (Sura Talaq 65:10-11)
As regards the third verse, many commentators are of the opinion that this is an address to Sulaiman
meaning that this kingship is a gift from Us which has been given to you. If you want you may favor
anybody by giving it to anyone of your choice or you may retain it for you (may not give it to anyone).
You will not have to account for it, either about keeping it or giving it away. The traditions to be described
in future will show that ‘Ataa’ means knowledge.
In the fourth verse most the commentators have held that the Holy Quran is a thing of honour for you
and your people. On the Day of Qiyamat people will be asked about thanksgiving due to revealing of this
Quran and about acting upon its commandment. It has been mentioned in the traditions to be narrated in
future that what is that you will be questioned are the sciences and commands.
Ali bin Ibrahim and Saffar have narrated through many reliable chains of narrators that Zurarah asked
Imam Muhammad Baqir (a.s.) about Ahle Dhikr (the people of remembrance). The Hazrat said that they
are we. Zurarah inquired: Should we ask you? He replied: Yes. He said: Then it is your duty to give reply
to them. He said: We have the choice, that is, we may reply or we may not. Then he recited the verse:

.ٍﺎبﺴﺮِ ﺣﻚْ ﺑِﻐَﻴﺴﻣ او اﻨُﻦﻧَﺎ ﻓَﺎﻣﻄَﺎوﺬَا ﻋﻫ
This is Our free gift, therefore give freely or withhold, without reckoning. (Sura Sad 38:39)1

In Uyoon Akhbar Ridha it is mentioned regarding the grace of the holy Progeny that (if as held by the
Ahle Sunnat) the Holy Prophet (S) has said that Ahle Dhikr are Jews and Christians, then Imam Ridha
(a.s.) has said: Is it permissible to ask them?
If we will ask them, they will invite us towards their religion saying that their religion is better than Islam.
Mamoon once asked the Imam: Have you any statement or argument against their word? The Hazrat
said: Yes, the Holy Prophet (S) and we Ahlul Bayt (a.s.) are Dhikr and this is quite clear when Allah
Almighty says in Surah Talaq:

ﻪﺎتِ اﻟ آﻳﻢﻠَﻴﺘْﻠُﻮ ﻋ ﻳﻮﺳا رﺮ ذِﻛﻢﻟَﻴ اﻪ اﻟلﻧﺰﻨُﻮا ﻗَﺪْ ا آﻣﺎبِ اﻟﱠﺬِﻳﻦﻟْﺒ اﻟوﺎ اﻳ
ﻦﻣ اﻟﻨﱡﻮرِ وَﻟﺎتِ ا اﻟﻈﱡﻠُﻤﻦﺎتِ ﻣﺤﺎﻟﻠُﻮا اﻟﺼﻤﻋﻨُﻮا و آﻣ اﻟﱠﺬِﻳﻦﺨْﺮِجﻴِﻨَﺎتٍ ﻟﻴﺒﻣ
ﺪًاﺑﺎ اﻴﻬ ﻓﺪِﻳﻦ ﺧَﺎﻟﺎرﻧْﻬﺎ اﻬﺘ ﺗَﺤﻦﺮِي ﻣﻨﱠﺎتٍ ﺗَﺠ ﺟﻠْﻪﺪْﺧﺎ ﻳﺤﺎﻟ ﺻﻞﻤﻌﻳ وﻪ ﺑِﺎﻟﻦﻣﻮﻳ
. رِزْﻗًﺎ ﻟَﻪﻪ اﻟﻦﺴﺣﻗَﺪْ ا
O men of understanding who believe! Allah has indeed revealed to you a reminder. An Apostle
who recites to you the clear communications of Allah so that he may bring forth those who
believe and do good deeds from darkness into light; and whoever believes in Allah and does
good deeds, He will cause him to enter gardens beneath which rivers now, to abide therein
forever, Allah has indeed given him a goodly sustenance. (Sura Talaq 65:10-11)
So Dhikr is Allah’s Prophet and we are his Ahlul Bayt.
It is narrated with true chains of narrators in Qurbul-Asnaad, Basairud Darajat and Kaﬁ that Imam Ridha
(a.s.) wrote to Ibne Abi Baseer that the Lord of the universe says:
If you do not know ask Ahle Dhikr (the people of remembrance) (Surah Nahl 16:40)
He has also said:

ﻮا ﻓﺘَﻔَﻘﱠﻬﻴﻔَﺔٌ ﻟ ﻃَﺎﺋﻢﻨْﻬ ﻣﻗَﺔﺮ ﻓﻞ ﻛﻦ ﻣ ﻧَﻔَﺮﺎﻓﱠﺔً ﻓَﻠَﻮوا ﻛﺮﻨﻔﻴﻨُﻮنَ ﻟﻣﻮﺎنَ اﻟْﻤﺎ ﻛﻣو
.َونﺬَرﺤ ﻳﻢﻠﱠﻬ ﻟَﻌﻬِﻢﻟَﻴﻮا اﻌﺟذَا ر اﻢﻬﻣوا ﻗَﻮﻨﺬِرﻴﻟ واﻟﺪِّﻳﻦ
And it does not beseem the believers that they should go forth all together; why should not then
a company from every party from among them go forth that they may apply themselves to obtain
understanding in religion, and that they may warn their people when they come back to them that
they may be cautious? (Sura Tawbah 9:122)

The Imam said that this command has made it a must for you to approach and to inquire from us. But it
has not compelled us to give you a reply. The Lord has said:

ِﺮ ﺑِﻐَﻴاهﻮ ﻫﻊ اﺗﱠﺒﻦﻤ ﻣﻞﺿ اﻦﻣ وﻢﻫاءﻮﻫﻮنَ اﺘﱠﺒِﻌﺎ ﻳﻧﱠﻤ اﻠَﻢﻮا ﻟَﻚَ ﻓَﺎﻋﺘَﺠِﻴﺒﺴ ﻳنْ ﻟَﻢﻓَﺎ
.ﻴﻦﻤ اﻟﻈﱠﺎﻟمﺪِي اﻟْﻘَﻮﻬ ﻳ ﻪنﱠ اﻟ اﻪ اﻟﻦﺪًى ﻣﻫ
But if they do not answer you, then know that they only follow their low desires; and who is more
erring than he who follows his low desires without any guidance from Allah? (Sura Qasas 28:50)
In Basairud Darajat, the Imam has, according to several reliable sources said: You are Shias. The
narrator says that he submitted that: You have been appointed so that we may ask you.
Then I understood that when the position will be known to us we will ask him whatever we like. Hearing
this, the Imam said: You have been ordered to ask us but we are not bound to reply or not to reply.
Saffar has in Basairud Darajat, dealt with this subject, through thirty reliable sources quoted Zurarah and
Allamah Hilli has in Kashaful Haqq narrated after going through twelve Tafsirs quoted from the
commentary of Muhammad bin Moosa Shirazi who is a Ahle Sunnat scholar, the words of Ibne Abbas
that the Ahle Dhikr are Muhammad, Ali, Fatima, Hasan and Husain (a.s.) only.
They are Ahle Dhikr (People of remembrance), Ahle Ilm (People of knowledge), Ahle Aql (People of
intellect) and only they are Ahlul Bayt (a.s.) and the mines of divine message and angels visit them. By
Allah, He has given the name ‘Momin’ (believer) to the Muslims due to the dignity of Amirul Momineen
(a.s.).
Sufyan Thawri has also quoted this narration through Saddi and Harith Awar.
Imam Ja’far (a.s.) is quoted in Basairud Darajat through four true sources about the explanation of
verse:

.َﻟُﻮنﺎ ﺗُﺴفﻮﺳﻚَ وﻣﻘَﻮﻟ ﻟَﻚَ وﺮ ﻟَﺬِﻛﻧﱠﻪاو
And most surely it is a reminder for you and your people, and you shall soon be questioned.
(Sura Zukhruf 43:44)
Imam said: Dhikr means Quran and we are the people who are being asked about the meanings and
commands of the Holy Quran. In another true narrator Imam Baqir (a.s.) has said that who are
mentioned in this verse are we.

In another true narration Imam Baqir (a.s.) has said: It is we who are meant by this verse and we are
Ahle Dhikr (People of remembrance), we can be asked and should be asked.
In yet another tradition, Imam Baqir (a.s.) has explaining this verse said that the Holy Prophet (S) and
his Ahlul Bayt (a.s.) are Ahle Dhikr (People of remembrance) and these are the great person who can be
asked.
According to a reliable and true narration Ali (a.s.) is reported to have said: We are community of the
Holy Prophet (S).
In his Tafsir, Ibne Mahyar has quoted a similar narration from Amirul Momineen (a.s.) through Sulaym
Ibne Qays that he recited this verse and said: The Holy Prophet (S) and his Ahlul Bayt (a.s.) are Ahle
Dhikr (People of remembrance); that only they can be asked (for guidance). Allah has commanded
people to ask them (about issues and problems).
They only are the rulers of the people and are the people in charge of their affairs. Therefore it is not
lawful for anyone to snatch from them this right which Allah has ordained for them.
Likewise, it has been similarly narrated in the same reliable tradition that Ali (a.s.) said: Imam Ali (a.s.) is
the Community (Qaum) of the Holy Prophet (S) and on the Day of Qiyamat, people will be asked about
his Wilayat.
In Kaﬁ, there is a narration from Moosa bin Aseem that he says that once I was present before Imam
Sadiq (a.s.) when a man asked for the explanation of this verse. The Imam (a.s.) replied to him. Another
man also came at that time and asked about the same verse. The Hazrat replied him differently. Only
Allah knows how much perplexed I was after hearing this. I was feeling that my heart was being cut into
pieces. I said to myself that I had seen in Syria that there never was a difference of even a single word
in the statement of Abu Qatada. Now how much injustice this man is showing. I was thinking like this
when yet another person came and he also asked about the meaning of the same verse.
The Imam (a.s.) gave him a third interpretation. It was different from the two earlier ones. Hearing it I
was satisﬁed. I realized that this is no mistake but a wilful statement based on the demands of
Taqaiyyah (dissimulation) and Maslihat (expedience). When the Imam (a.s.) understood that my hearts
was full of confusion he turned towards me and said: O Aseem’s son! Allah has commanded:

.ﻮا ﻓَﺎﻧْﺘَﻬﻨْﻪ ﻋﻢﺎﻛﺎ ﻧَﻬﻣ و ﻓَﺨُﺬُوهﻮلﺳ اﻟﺮﻢﺎ آﺗَﺎﻛﻣو
And whatever the Apostle gives you, accept it, and from whatever he forbids you, keep back.
(Sura Hashr 59:7)

Whatever was bestowed to the Holy Prophet (S) has been bestowed to us too.
This tradition has been mentioned in Kitab Ikhtisas also and it is added at the end that when the
audience dispersed, the Imam (a.s.) turned to me and said: It seems you are confused. I said: Yes, may
I be sacriﬁced for you. I am confused due to your three different replies to one and the same question.
He said: O son of Aseem! Verily, Allah gave kingdom and rule to Sulaiman (a.s.) and said:
This is Our free gift, therefore give freely or withhold, without reckoning. (Sura Sad:39)
And He has bestowed His Religion to Muhammad (S) and said:
And whatever the Apostle gives you, accept it, and from whatever he forbids you, keep back.
(Sura Hashr:7)
And He has bestowed to us all that was bestowed on the Holy Prophet (S). So do not be perplexed.
It is mentioned in Basairud Darajat, with authentic and true chains of narrators that Safwan asked Imam
Ridha (a.s.): Is it ever possible that an Imam is asked about the Halaal and Haraam (lawfulness and
unlawfulness) of something and the Imam may not have its reply? The Imam (a.s.) said: It so happens,
sometimes that the Imam does have the reply but he does not respond because of some expedience.
Imam Sadiq (a.s.) is according to reliable sources, reported to have said: We are Ahle Dhikr (People of
remembrance) and the owners of knowledge and we do possess the knowledge of every lawful and
unlawful thing.
Ali bin Ibrahim (r.a.) is reported to have said in explanation of the verse:

. اﻟْﻘُﻠُﻮبﻦﺌ ﺗَﻄْﻤﻪﺮِ اﻟ ﺑِﺬِﻛ اﻪﺮِ اﻟ ﺑِﺬِﻛﻢﻬ ﻗُﻠُﻮ ﺑﻦﺌﺗَﻄْﻤﻨُﻮا و آﻣاﻟﱠﺬِﻳﻦ
Those who believe and whose hearts are set at rest by the remembrance of Allah; now surely by
Allah’s remembrance are the hearts set at rest. (Sura Ra’d 13:28)
That: The Dhikr of Allah is Amirul Momineen (a.s.) and the holy Imams (a.s.), that is, their love and
Wilayat, because their remembrance is Allah’s remembrance.
Ibne Mahyar has quoted Imam Kazim (a.s.) regarding the explanation of the verse:

.َﻠُﻮنﻘ ﺗَﻌََﻓ اﻢﻛﺮ ذِﻛﻴﻪﺎ ﻓﺘَﺎﺑ ﻛﻢﻟَﻴﻟْﻨَﺎ اﻧﺰﻟَﻘَﺪْ ا

Certainly We have revealed to you a Book in which is your good remembrance; what! do you not
then understand? (Sura Anbiya 21:10)
It means that Verily we have revealed to you the book in which there is your Dhikr means the obedience
to the Imam, who has after the Prophet, the Grace and Honour of both the worlds (this world and the
Hereafter).

1. The writer says: To guide the misguided and to prevent evil and to ordain good is compulsory for all without any
obstruction when all other conditions are fulﬁlled, especially for these Imams and religious leaders because they have been
appointed for these things. So these Traditions and other similar Traditions are either by way of Taqaiyyah [because they
have not been appointed to give up Taqaiyyah they should not express the truth if there is a danger of harm. It is one of the
conditions of ‘Amr bil Maroof’ and ‘Nahy anil Munkar’ that there should be no risk of a loss. Another condition is that there
should be a likelihood of a good response of effectiveness. Or this word of the Imam is based on some interpretation of
verses, which the Imam has said about a group who have no intelligence to understand them or it is due to some delicate
points of Divine recognition.
Our Imams (a.s.) were doing Taqaiyyah from Ahle Sunnat because some of Shias had become extremists after observing
their wonderful miracles and extraordinary conditions and they believed in their godship, that is, just as Prophet Sulaiman
was given authority in the worldly affairs as to give or not to give, we have been authorized to increase awareness and facts
or that in the case of Sulaiman’s story also there may be some speciality of awareness and knowledge or it may also mean
worldly affairs or that in the favour of Imam (a.s.) too, both the affairs of Religion and world may be meant generally.
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