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Part 14: Traditions interpret words like Sirat,
Sabil as the Imams
Traditions that interpret words like Sirat (Path), Sabil (way) to signify the Imams (a.s.)
It is mentioned in the Tafsir of Imam Hasan Askari (a.s.) and Maniul Akhbar that in the explanation of the
words of Allah: Keep us on the right path. (1:5) The Hazrat said that it means: Make the divine
opportunity (tawfeeq) permanent for us by which we have worshipped You in the past so that in the
future life also we may obey You.
There are two right paths (Siratul Mustaqeem). One is the path in this world and the other is in the
hereafter. The straight path of the world is one which is much lower than a high type of life and it higher
than the life of shortage, and it is so straight that there should be no attraction towards any wrong deed.
And the second path in the hereafter is the way of the believer towards the Paradise, which is straight
and neither does it turn towards Hell nor in any other direction.
The Hazrat said that it means our guidance which takes to the right path and towards the way the
follower of which is taken to Your love and Your religion and it restrains us from following our selﬁsh
desires or that we act according to our opinion and be destroyed.

.ﻬِﻢﻠَﻴ ﻋﺖﻤﻧْﻌ ااطَ اﻟﱠﺬِﻳﻦﺮﺻ
The path of those upon whom Thou hast bestowed favors. (Surah Fatiha 1:6)
Imam Sadiq (a.s.) said: Say (O Allah!) Guide us to the group whom You have given the divine help
(tawfeeq) for Your religion and obedience and thus favored them. It is that group in whose praise the
Almighty Allah has said:

ﻴﻦﺪِّﻳﻘاﻟﺼ وِﻴﻦ اﻟﻨﱠﺒِﻴﻦ ﻣﻬِﻢﻠَﻴ ﻋﻪ اﻟﻢﻧْﻌ ا اﻟﱠﺬِﻳﻦﻊﻚَ ﻣﻟَﺌو ﻓَﺎﻮلﺳاﻟﺮ وﻪ اﻟﻊﻄ ﻳﻦﻣو
.ﻴﻘًﺎﻓﻚَ رﻟَﺌو اﻦﺴﺣ وﻴﻦﺤﺎﻟاﻟﺼ وﺪَاءاﻟﺸﱡﻬو
And whoever obeys Allah and the Apostle, these are with those upon whom Allah has bestowed
favors from among the prophets and the truthful and the martyrs and the good, and a goodly
company are they! (Surah Nisa 4:69)
Amirul Momineen (a.s.) said that these are not those people to whom Allah has given blessings of
wealth and physical health, although they also have apparent blessings, even though some are
unbelievers and some sinners, and Allah does not command you to pray for guidance to the path of this
group, but rather He commands you to pray for guidance to the path of those whom Allah blessed, to
bring faith on their Lord and to testify to His Prophets, and to accept the Mastership of Muhammad and
the Progeny of Muhammad and their good and chosen companions. And due to the result of their
appropriate following remain safe from the mischief of men and the sins and disbelief of the enemies of
Allah.
In this way be polite to them and do not make them trouble you or the other believers. And recognize the
rights of your believing brothers because no one from the male or female servants of Allah are such who
befriends Muhammad and Aale Muhammad be inimical to their enemies but that they have secured a
strong fort against the punishment of Allah.
And every male or female servant of Allah who does this favor to people which is very good, that is its
should not have any illegality or harm then Allah gives for each breath the rewards of gloriﬁcation
(Tasbeeh) and accepts their deeds. And for the patience he has maintained to keep our secrets and for
restraining their anger which they have controlled after listening to unsuitable talks of Our enemies.
Allah gives them the reward similar to one who has smeared himself in his blood in the way of Allah.
And that person who depending upon his capacity fulﬁls the rights of believing brothers and helps them
as much as possible and remains pleased with them, in a way that they forgive their faults and mistakes
they commit and does not exaggerate them, and forgive their defects then surely the Almighty Allah, on
the day of Judgment, will say to them: O My servant, you have fulﬁlled the rights of your believing
brothers and did not force them to fulﬁl your rights. I am more forgiving and merciful than this.
Whatever facility and favor you have given them, I will bestow upon you all that today, which I had
promised. Rather due to My vast grace I will give you more than this and whatever shortcomings you
had in the fulﬁlment of my rights, I will not make any reduction in My bestowals upon you. After that Allah
will join him to Muhammad (S) and Aale Muhammad and make him one of their proximate Shias.
There is an authentic tradition in Maniul Akhbar that Imam Sadiq (a.s.) was asked by some people about
‘Sirat’. He replied that it is the way of Allah and His Ma’refat (recognition) and there are two

‘Sirats’—‘Sirat’ of this world and the ‘Sirat’ of the hereafter. The Imam is Sirat of this world is that whose
following is incumbent, for one who recognizes him and follows his guidance. Then he will pass over this
Sirat in the Hereafter which is bridge over Hell, and one who does not recognize him in the world, his
foot would stumble and he would fall into Hell ﬁre.
Also according to a good chain of narrators Imam Sadiq (a.s.) said in the explanation of this verse:

.ﻴﻢﺘَﻘﺴاطَ اﻟْﻤﺮﺪِﻧَﺎ اﻟﺼاﻫ
Keep us on the right path. (Surah Fatiha 1:5)
That ‘the Right Path’ is Ali (a.s.) and the proof of his recognition is that the Almighty Allah says:

.ﻴﻢ ﺣﻠﻨَﺎ ﻟَﻌﺘَﺎبِ ﻟَﺪَﻳْ اﻟم ا ﻓﻧﱠﻪاو
And surely it is in the original of the Book with Us, truly elevated, full of wisdom. (Surah Zukhruf
43:4)
That Ali (a.s.) is the ‘original of the book’ (mother of the book), which is the chapter of ‘The Opening’ (AlHamd) whose verse: Keep us on the right path… mentions him and ‘Siratul Mustaqeem’ is Ali. He is the
knower of the laws and the learned one of divine realities.
The commentators have referred the pronoun to Quran and considered ‘original of the book’ (Ummul
Kitab) to be the Protected Tablet (Lauhe Mahfuz), which is with us, which has a esteemed position and
stability, or which is to show the wisdom. On the basis of this whatever we have derived earlier that Ali
(a.s.) is the ‘speaking book of Allah’ can be matched with the apparent meaning of the verse also.
Also it is narrated from Imam Zainul Aabedeen (a.s.) that the Imam of the time is between Allah and his
hujjat (proof), there is no veil or curtain between them. We are doors of divine knowledge, and we are
the Straight Path and we are the treasure chest of the Allah’s knowledge and we the informants of divine
revelation and we are the pillars of the oneness of Allah (monotheism) and we are the repositories of
divine secrets.
Also according to authentic sources Imam Sadiq (a.s.) said in the explanation of:
The path of those upon whom Thou hast bestowed favors. (Surah Fatiha 1:7)
The Imam said that it means Muhammad (S) and his progeny.

Ali Ibne Ibrahim has authentically narrated from Imam Sadiq (a.s.), that he said: Those whose obedience
has been commanded by Allah, and whoever wants to choose that path, by Allah there is no way for
them except to turn to us. By Allah! The path and the way, that you have been commanded to follow by
Allah are we; and by Allah we are the Straight Path.
Also from the same Imam according to a reliable tradition, the last of the Surah was read like this:

 وﻬِﻢﻠَﻴﻮبِ ﻋﻐْﻀﺮِ اﻟْﻤ ﻏَﻴﻬِﻢﻠَﻴ ﻋﺖﻤﻧْﻌ ااطَ اﻟﱠﺬِﻳﻦﺮ ﺻ.ﻴﻢﺘَﻘﺴاطَ اﻟْﻤﺮﺪِﻧَﺎ اﻟﺼاﻫ
ﻴﻦّﺎﻟاﻟﻀ
Keep us on the right path. The path of those upon whom Thou hast bestowed favors. Not (the
path) of those upon whom Thy wrath is brought down, nor of those who go astray. (Surah Fatiah
1:7)
The Imam said: Those who were the recipients of Allah’s wrath are the Nasibi, that is all the opponents
(of the Shias), except those who are weak in faith and those harbour enmity to the Ahlul Bayt (a.s.) and
the astrayed are the Jews and the Christians.
Also according to authentic tradition from the same Imam ‘upon whom Thy wrath is’ are the Nasibi and
‘those who go astray’ are those who doubt and who do not recognize the Imam.
Ibne Shahr Aashob has quoted from Tafsir of Wakee, who is Sunni commentator regarding this verse:
Keep us on the right path. (Surah Fatiha 1:6)
That Ibne Abbas said: O! People say: Guide us towards the love of Prophet (S) and His Ahle Bayt (a.s.).
In Tafsir of Thalabi it is narrated by Abu Buraida that ‘the Straight Path’ is the path of Muhammad (S)
and Aale Muhammad.
In Kashful Ghumma Muhaddith Haski has quoted from others that Anas has narrated in the same way
from Buraida.
Ali Ibne Ibrahim says in the explanation of the verse:

ﻢ ذَﻟﻪﺒِﻴﻠ ﺳﻦ ﻋﻢِ ﺑق ﻓَﺘَﻔَﺮﻞﺒﻮا اﻟﺴ ﺗَﺘﱠﺒِﻌ وﻮهﺎ ﻓَﺎﺗﱠﺒِﻌﻴﻤﺘَﻘﺴ ﻣاﻃﺮﺬَا ﺻنﱠ ﻫاو
.َ ﺗَﺘﱠﻘُﻮنﻢﻠﱠ ﻟَﻌ ﺑِﻪﻢﺎﻛﺻو

And (know) that this is My path, the right one therefore follow it, and follow not (other) ways, for
they will lead you away from His way; this He has enjoined you with that you may guard (against
evil). (Surah Anam 6:153)
The Imam said that in this verse ‘this is My path, the right one’ is the Imam, and the different paths which
are mentioned in the verse —to follow which has been prohibited – are the paths of other than the Imam.
…for they will lead you away from His way…
It means be not divided on the matter of Imamate and do not create a difference.
It is narrated in the explanation of this that Imam Muhammad Baqir (a.s.) said: We are the path of Allah.
Those who dislike it are on the other paths (Sobol), whom Allah has restrained to follow.
Also in the explanation of the verse:

.ﻴﻢﺘَﻘﺴ ﻣاطﺮ ﺻَﻟﻨُﻮا ا آﻣﺎدِ اﻟﱠﺬِﻳﻦ ﻟَﻬﻪنﱠ اﻟاو
…and most surely Allah is the Guide of those who believe into a right path. (Surah Haj 22:54)
The Imam said that it means Allah guides the believers towards the Imam.
In the book Tawilul Aayaat an authentic narration from Imam Baqir (a.s.) says in explanation of the
verse:
And (know) that this is My path…(Surah Anam 6:153)
That it means the path of Imamate, so you must follow it.
…and follow not (other) ways…(Surah Anam 6:153)
They are those paths other than that of the Imamate.
In Nahjul Iman there is a tradition by Buraida Aslami, that when this verse was revealed the Holy
Prophet (S) said: I prayed to Allah to make this verse (exclusive) in praise of Ali Ibne Abi Talib (a.s.), and
He did so.
In Tafsir of Furat, there is a tradition from Imam Baqir (a.s.) about:
And (know) that this is My path, the right one…(Surah Anam 6:153)
That it means Ali Ibne Abi Talib and the Pure Imams (a.s.), who are from the descendants of Fatima
(s.a.). Only they are the path of Allah. Those who love them, do not tread other paths.

Ibne Shahr Aashob has narrated from Imam Sadiq (a.s.) regarding the verse:
…and follow not (other) ways…(Surah Anam 6:153)
That we are the path of Allah, for one follows us, and we are the ones who guide towards Paradise, and
we are the chains and ropes of Islam.
Also, it is narrated from the same Imam regarding verse:

.ﻠَﻨَﺎﺒ ﺳﻢﻨﱠﻬﺪِﻳﻴﻨَﺎ ﻟَﻨَﻬﺪُوا ﻓﺎﻫ ﺟاﻟﱠﺬِﻳﻦو
And (as for) those who strive hard for Us, We will most certainly guide them in Our ways…
(Surah Ankabut 29:69)
The Imam said that this verse was revealed in praise of Aale Muhammad and their Shias.
Also from the same Imam:

.َﻟ اﻧَﺎب اﻦ ﻣﺒِﻴﻞ ﺳاﺗﱠﺒِﻊو
…and follow the way of him who turns to Me…(Surah Luqman 31:15)
It means: Follow the way (path) of Muhammad and Ali.
Ali Ibne Ibrahim narrates in the explanation of the following verse:

.ﻴﻢﺘَﻘﺴ ﻣاطﺮ ﺻَﻟ اﻢﻮﻫﻧﱠﻚَ ﻟَﺘَﺪْﻋاو
And most surely you invite them to a right way. (Surah Mu’minun 23:73)
That the Imam said that it means to the Wilayat of Amirul Momineen (a.s.).
Also regarding the verse:

.َﻮنﺒ ﻟَﻨَﺎﻛاطﺮ اﻟﺼﻦ ﻋةﺮﺧﻨُﻮنَ ﺑِﺎﻣﻮ ﻳ نﱠ اﻟﱠﺬِﻳﻦاو

And most surely those who do not believe in the hereafter are deviating from the way. (Surah
Mu’minun 23:74)
It is narrated that they are the ones who turn away from the Imam.
In Manaqib it is narrated from Imam Baqir (a.s.) that the ‘way’ denotes the Wilayat of Ahle Bayt (a.s.).
Also it is quoted in Manaqib from Ibne Abbas regarding the verse:

.ﺘَﺪَى اﻫﻦﻣِ وﻮِي اﻟﺴاطﺮ اﻟﺼﺎبﺤﺻ اﻦﻮنَ ﻣﻠَﻤﺘَﻌﻓَﺴ
So you will come to know who is the follower of the even path and who goes aright. (Surah Taha
20:135)
That the Imam said: By Allah! The ‘follower of the even path’ are Muhammad (S) and His Ahle Bayt and
those ‘who go aright’ are the companions of Muhammad (S).
It is narrated in the Tafsir of Imam Hasan Askari (a.s.) that the Holy Prophet (S) said: Among the
servants of Allah, every servant and from the maids of Allah that maid who has apparently given oath of
allegiance to Amirul Momineen but broken the oath inwardly and is ﬁrm on his/her hypocrisy, when the
angel of death comes to take his soul, at that time Satan and his helpers will appear and show the ﬁre of
Hell and different types of Chastisements.
And also show the Paradise and its stages which was ﬁxed for them if he had remained steadfast on his
oath and faith; then he would have settled there. At this the angels of death will say: See the Paradise,
the luxury and the blessings, whose value is known only to Allah, which was reserved for you if you had
remained ﬁrm on the allegiance of the Wilayat (Mastership) of Muhammad’s brother. You would have
gone towards those blessings on the day of Qiyamat, but you broke your oath and opposed them, that is
why this Chastisement, ﬁre, open-mouthed snakes, scorpions ready to sting, fangs barred wild animals
and all such types of punishments are for you and your return is to them. He would say:

.ًﺒِﻴﻮلِ ﺳﺳ اﻟﺮﻊ ﻣ اﺗﱠﺨَﺬْتﺘَﻨﺎ ﻟَﻴﻳ
O! Would that I had taken a way with the Apostle… (Surah Furqan 25:27)
Alas if only I had followed the path of the Prophet (S), and accepted whatever he had said and made
incumbent upon me regarding the Wilayat (Mastership) of Ali (a.s.).
Ibne Mahyar has narrated from Muhammad Baqir (a.s.) regarding the verse:

ﻠَﺘﻳﺎ و ﻳ.ًﺒِﻴﻮلِ ﺳﺳ اﻟﺮﻊ ﻣ اﺗﱠﺨَﺬْتﺘَﻨﺎ ﻟَﻴ ﻳﻘُﻮل ﻳﻪﺪَﻳ ﻳَﻠ ﻋﻢ اﻟﻈﱠﺎﻟﺾﻌ ﻳمﻮﻳو
.ًﻴﻧًﺎ ﺧَﻠَُﺬْ ﻓﺗﱠﺨ ا ﻟَﻢﺘَﻨﻟَﻴ
And the day when the unjust one shall bite his hands saying: O! Would that I had taken a way
with the Apostle. O woe is me! Would that I had not taken such a one for a friend! (Surah Furqan
25:27-28)
That the ﬁrst tyrant will say this to the second tyrant.
In another tradition from Imam Sadiq (a.s.): By Allah at no other place in the Quran has Allah used the
allusion of ‘fulan’ (such a one). Rather it is in this way: O woe is me! Would that I had not taken (the
second caliph) for a friend! And very soon when that Quran becomes apparent the people would recite it
this same way.
Kulaini has narrated from Imam Baqir (a.s.) that Imam Ali (a.s.) recited a Sermon and said that the two
greatest tyrants removed the dress of caliphate from my body and donned it themselves and debated
with me in the matter in which they had no right at all. And due to ignorance and misguidance they
committed that evil deed. Thus they chose for themselves a very bad place and arranged punishment for
themselves. They will curse each other and will express disdain for each other. The second one will say
to his companion and conﬁdant, the ﬁrst one, when they meet each other:

. اﻟْﻘَﺮِﻳﻦﺲ ﻓَﺒِﯩﻦﺸْﺮِﻗَﻴﺪَ اﻟْﻤﻌﻨَﻚَ ﺑﻴﺑ وﻨﻴ ﺑﺖﺎ ﻟَﻴﻳ
O would that between me and you there were the distance of the East and the West; so evil is the
associate! (Surah Zukhruf 43:38)
Hearing this that tyrant would reply in a terrible condition:

َﺎنﻛ وﻧﺎءذْ ﺟﺪَ اﻌﺮِ ﺑ اﻟﺬِّﻛﻦ ﻋﻠﱠﻨﺿ ﻟَﻘَﺪْ ا.ًﻴﻧًﺎ ﺧَﻠَُﺬْ ﻓﺗﱠﺨ ا ﻟَﻢﺘَﻨ ﻟَﻴﻠَﺘﻳﺎ وﻳ
.ﺎنِ ﺧَﺬُوﻧﺴْﻄَﺎنُ ﻟاﻟﺸﱠﻴ
O woe is me! Would that I had not taken such a one for a friend! Certainly he led me astray from the
reminder after it had come to me; and the Shaitan fails to aid man. 25:28-29
After that the Imam said: I am that ‘reminder of Allah’, from which they were ‘led astray’. And I am that
path and way of Allah, from which they turned away. And I am that faith, which they denied and I am that

Quran from which they distanced themselves and I am that religion which they falsiﬁed and I am that
right path from which they turned away.
From Manaqib a tradition of Imam Sadiq (a.s.) says regarding this verse:

.ﻴﻢﺘَﻘﺴ ﻣاطﺮ ﺻَﻠﺎ ﻋﻮِﻳ ﺳﺸﻤ ﻳﻦﻣﺪَى اﻫ اﻬِﻪﺟ وَﻠﺎ ﻋﺒ ﻣﺸﻤ ﻳﻦﻓَﻤا
What! Is he who goes prone upon his face better guided or he who walks upright upon a straight
path? (Surah Mulk 67:22)
Those ‘who goes prone upon his face’ are our enemies and those who ‘walk upright’ are Salman, Abu
Zar, Miqdad, Ammar, and the special companions of Ali (a.s.).
Muhammad Ibne Abbas has narrated from Imam Baqir (a.s.) that the person who walks on the right path
at night, by Allah it is Ali Ibne Abi Talib (a.s.) and his successors.
Ali Ibne Ibrahim narrates from Imam Baqir (a.s.) regarding this verse:

ﺜَﺎلﻣﻮا ﻟَﻚَ اﺑﺮ ﺿﻒﻴ ﻛ اﻧﻈُﺮ.اﻮرﺤﺴ ﻣًﺟ رﻮنَ انْ ﺗَﺘﱠﺒِﻌﻮنَ اﻤ اﻟﻈﱠﺎﻟﻘُﻮلذْ ﻳا
.ًﺒِﻴﻮنَ ﺳﻴﻌﺘَﻄﺴ ﻳََﻠﱡﻮا ﻓﻓَﻀ
…when the unjust say: You follow only a man deprived of reason. See what they liken you to! So
they have gone astray and cannot ﬁnd the way. (Surah Israa 17:47-48)
The Imam said that this verse was revealed in this way:
…when the unjust (on the Aale Muhammad and those who grabbed their rights) say and said that the
second verse is in this way:
…when the unjust (towards Aale Muhammad) say:
It means that they do not ﬁnd any way to the Wilayat of Ali and Ali is the path towards Allah.1
Kulaini has narrated with authentic chains from Imam Baqir (a.s.) regarding the verse:

ﻧَﺎﺎ اﻣ وﻪﺎنَ اﻟﺤﺒﺳ وﻨﻌ اﺗﱠﺒﻦﻣﻧَﺎ و اةﻴﺮﺼ ﺑَﻠ ﻋﻪ اﻟَﻟﻮ اﻋد اﺒِﻴﻠ ﺳﺬِه ﻫﻗُﻞ
.ﻴﻦﺸْﺮِﻛ اﻟْﻤﻦﻣ

Say: This is my way: I call to Allah, I and those who follow me being certain, and glory be to
Allah, and I am not one of the polytheists. (Surah Yunus 10:108)
The Imam said it is those who follow the Holy Prophet (S) and in place of the Holy Prophet (S) invite
people to the true religion (and they are we the Ahlul Bayt).
In Tafsir Furat there is a tradition from Imam Baqir (a.s.) that in this verse ‘way’ (Sabil) denotes the
Wilayat of Ahlul Bayt (a.s.), none denies this except the astrayed ones and none condemns Ali except
those who are astrayed.
According to another tradition regarding this verse:

.ﻴﻢﺘَﻘﺴ ﻣاطﺮ ﺻَﻠﻧﱠﻚَ ﻋﻚَ اﻟَﻴ اوﺣﻚْ ﺑِﺎﻟﱠﺬِي اﺴﺘَﻤﻓَﺎﺳ
Therefore (O Apostle) hold fast to that which has been revealed to you; surely you are on the
right path.(Surah Zukhruf 43:43)
The Imam said that it is the Wilayat of Ali Ibne Abi Talib, and Ali is ‘the right path’. And the Almighty
Allah says in Surah Hijr:

.ﻴﻢﺘَﻘﺴ ﻣَﻠاطٌ ﻋﺮﺬَا ﺻ ﻫﻗَﺎل
He said: This is a right way with Me: (Surah Hijr 15:41)
Often reciters put fatha (a) on the ‘laam’ in ‘Alaa’ and the ‘yaa’ is having tashdeed (doubling a letter).
This means that the Oneness of Allah is the way incumbent upon me to follow. Some reciters put ‘kasra’
(i) on the ‘laam’ in ‘Alaa’ and use ‘rafa’ or ‘tanvin’ on the ‘yaa’ which means the esteemed path. And in
Taraif it is narrated from Hasan Basri that he use to recite it by ‘Kasre’ (e) on the ‘laam’ and tashdid on
the ‘yaa’ and used to say this is the path of Ali Ibne Abi Talib and his path and his religion is straight and
clear and there is no crookedness in it. So follow it and be attached to it.
Kulaini has also chosen this recitation. And narrated from Imam Sadiq (a.s.) regarding this recitation:

ﻧُﻮاﺰ ﺗَﺤ ﺗَﺨَﺎﻓُﻮا وﺔُ اﺋَ اﻟْﻤﻬِﻢﻠَﻴ ﻋلﻮا ﺗَﺘَﻨَﺰﺘَﻘَﺎﻣ اﺳ ﺛُﻢﻪﻨَﺎ اﻟﺑ ﻗَﺎﻟُﻮا رنﱠ اﻟﱠﺬِﻳﻦا
ةﺮﺧ اﻓﺎ و اﻟﺪﱡﻧْﻴﺎةﻴ اﻟْﺤ ﻓﻢﻛﺎوﻴﻟو اﻦ ﻧَﺤ.َﺪُون ﺗُﻮﻋﻨْﺘُﻢ ﻛ اﻟﱠﺘﻨﱠﺔوا ﺑِﺎﻟْﺠﺮﺸﺑاو
.َﻮنﺎ ﺗَﺪﱠﻋﺎ ﻣﻴﻬ ﻓﻢَﻟ وﻢﻧﻔُﺴ اِﺎ ﺗَﺸْﺘَﻬﺎ ﻣﻴﻬ ﻓﻢَﻟو

(As for) those who say: Our Lord is Allah, then continue in the right way, the angels descend
upon them, saying: Fear not, nor be grieved, and receive good news of the garden which you
were promised. We are your guardians in this world’s life and in the hereafter, and you shall have
therein what your souls desire and you shall have therein what you ask for. (Surah Fussilat
41:30-31)
Also Ibne Mahyar and Kulaini have narrated from Imam Sadiq (a.s.), he said: By Allah! ‘then continue in
the right way’ means the mastership (Wilayat) of the Pure Imams one after the other; that is to believe in
all the Imams.
Ibne Mahyar has narrated through reliable chain of narrators from Imam Baqir (a.s.) that he said: By
Allah! It means the True Religion. That which you Shias follow and the angels would descend and give
the good news at the time of death and on the day of Judgement.
In Majmaul Bayan it is narrated from Imam Ridha (a.s.) that it means the Shias. It is related from Imam
Sadiq (a.s.) that the giving of good news by the angels shall be at the time of death.2
Also it is narrated from Imam Muhammad Baqir (a.s.) regarding the explanation of the verse:
We are your guardians in this world’s life and in the hereafter… (Surah Fussilat 41:31)
In the Tafsir of Imam Hasan Askari (a.s.) there is a tradition from the Holy Prophet (S) that the faithful
are always afraid about the hereafter and when the angels of death arrive to capture their soul, they
were not having the certainty of reaching upto the pleasure of Allah because the angels of death come
to the believer when he is in a severe pain and he is shocked due to the separation from his wealth and
family.
He is worried about all those who were connected to him and in his heart remain the aspirations and
longings for his wife and children that had not materialised, at that time the angels of death say to him:
Why are you so much aggrieved? He says: Because of the nervousness and worry and the breaking up
of the ambitions. The angels of death say: Does any sane person laments the loss of a spurious
(dirham) coin, in exchange of which, he is given thousands of dinars. The man will say: No.
Then the angels of death would tell him to look up and when he does so he sees the palaces and levels
of Paradise, which are better than what the people desire in this world. The angels say: These houses,
blessings, wealth, wife and children are all yours and all those pious wives and children would be with
you, do you agree to leave those things of the world to get these in the hereafter? He says: Yes, I agree.
Then the angels ask him to look up again. When he looks up, he sees the Prophet (S), Ali and his
puriﬁed progeny in the most elevated position (Aala-e-Illiyeen), and the angels tell him: These are you
masters and guides and they would be with you in these gardens of Paradise and give you company
and be your friends, don’t you agree that they give you company instead of your worldly companions?
He would say: Indeed by Allah, I agree. This is the explanation of the verse:

…the angels descend upon them, saying: Fear not nor be grieved… (Surah Fussilat 41:30)
It means do not be aggrieved. Whatever you have left in the world; children, wife, wealth, is
compensated by what you have seen in the Paradise. So be happy with the Paradise that you were
promised, which you have seen, and all those noble personages would be your friends and companions.
The Almighty Allah says in Surah Jinn:

.ﻴﻪ ﻓﻢﻨَﻬﻨَﻔْﺘ ﻟ. ﻏَﺪَﻗًﺎﺎء ﻣﻢﻨَﺎﻫﻘَﻴﺳ  اﻟﻄﱠﺮِﻳﻘَﺔَﻠﻮا ﻋﺘَﻘَﺎﻣ اﺳﻟﱠﻮاو
And that if they should keep to the (right) way, We would certainly give them to drink of abundant
water. So that We might try them with respect to it… (Surah Jinn 72:16-17)
In the explanation of this verse, the following points have come in the traditions of Ahlul Bayt (a.s.).
Firstly, that Ibne Mahyar narrates from Imam Sadiq (a.s.) that if they had in the spiritual plane (Aalam-eArwah), when Allah has taken oath for His oneness, the Prophethood of the Holy Prophet (S) and the
Imamate of the puriﬁed Imams (a.s.). Then if they remained steadfast on Wilayat, then surely We would
put plenty of sweetness in their dust ‘Teenat’(from which they are created) and not the bitter water which
We put in the ‘Teenat’ of the unbelievers and the hypocrites.
Imam Baqir (a.s.) has been reported to have said in similar terms and said that at the end that the
examination and tests are in the Wilayat of Ali Ibne Abi Talib (a.s.).
Secondly the metaphor of water refers to knowledge because knowledge is the basis of the life of the
soul just as the water is the basis for the life of the body. Thus in many authentic traditions it is narrated
from Imam Sadiq (a.s.) that: If they remain ﬁrm on the Wilayat of Ahle Bayt (a.s.), surely We would
shower them heavily with knowledge, that they learn from the Imams (a.s.).
In some traditions it is mentioned that the pronoun in ‘try them’ points to the hypocrites, it means: We will
examine the hypocrites.

1. The writer says: May be this verse was revealed in this meaning and not that the words of the verse are in this order.
2. The writer says: There are many traditions in the explanation of this verse. Traditions show that this verse is in praise of
Ahlul Bayt (a.s.) and the angels address them in this world. Thus there is an authentic tradition in Basairud Darajat, that
Imran asked Imam Sadiq (a.s.): May I be sacriﬁced on you, we have heard that angels descend on you. The Hazrat replied:
By Allah! They do descend upon us and they walk on our ﬂoors. Perhaps you have not read the book of Allah, that He
says: (As for) those who say: Our Lord is Allah…. And some other traditions about the coming of angles to them will be
quoted in other chapters, Insha-Allah. On this basis the ‘isteqamat’ (then continue in the right way) would mean Infallibility
and from some traditions it seems that this verse was revealed in praise of the Shias and the address of the angels to them

is at the time of death, in the grave and on the day of Judgement. As Ibne Mahyar has narrated from Imam Baqir (a.s.)
regarding the same verse: (As for) those who say: Our Lord is Allah… it means those who have perfected the obedience of
Allah and the Prophet and completed the Wilayat of Aale Muhammad, only they remained ﬁrm and steadfast on it—the
angels descend upon them…. The Imam said that when these people would be raised on the day of Judgement and come
out of the graves, the angels would welcome them and say: Do not be afraid and do not grieve. We are those who lived in
the world with you and now we would never separate from you, till you enter Paradise. And the good news of Paradise is
for you, which had been promised to you.
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