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The Role Played by Desire and Inclination in
Perception
Using the faculties and means of perception is, to a large extent, within our own power. For instance,
whenever we desire, we would set eyes on a scene and watch it. Whenever we do not want this, we
avoid looking at the scene or shut our eyes. It might be conceived that when the eyes are open and
when enough light is available, there is no longer a speciﬁc condition required to see the object before
us.
This is while experience has proven the opposite of this conception, because many a time, we do not
see an object even though its visible form is reﬂected in the eyes and we do not hear a sound even
though sound waves bring about the vibration of the eardrum. And this is when we are concentrating on
something else.
This reﬂects that perception is not solely a physical phenomenon or a physiological function. It rather is
related to the soul. By paying attention, perception develops and by ignoring, perception is lost. Material
actions and reactions provide the conditions and requirements of perception.
In most cases, paying attention or not, doing so depends on man's personal desire and inclination. That
is to say, when man desires to have a speciﬁc perception, he will focus attention on it. And with the
necessary conditions available, perception will take place. On the contrary, when man has no inclination
(towards something), he will not focus attention on it and will not perceive it. For example, a baby's cry
might be heard by the mother alone. Even at times, a mother starts out of her dream upon hearing her
baby's cry while she might not be awakened by a louder sound produced by someone else. The reason
is nothing other than the psychological factor and the mother's affection for her child.
The inﬂuence of willingness and inclination in perception is not exclusive to sense perceptions. It rather
exists in various forms in the imaginations, ideas and even rational deductions: For instance, people
have better memories for the things they like. Intellectual affairs in which the thinker is interested
proceed better.

More surprisingly, from their reﬂections, people derive the conclusions which they have already
approved and with which they have been inspired, even though they might conceive that it is a natural
conclusion derived from logical reasoning. This is while their personal interest has been effective in
selecting the prerequisites of a reason or in the quality of regulating the prerequisites. It might even lead
to fallacious reasoning:
“ﻪﺎﻣﻣ اﺮﻔْﺠﻴﺎنُ ﻟﻧْﺴﺮِﻳﺪُ ا ﻳﻞ”ﺑ
"Nay! Man desires to give the lie to what is before him (75:5)."
Explanation: Man's unwillingness to derive a conclusion that is contrary to his own wishes would at
times, lead to neglect and inattention towards the subject. At times, it would bring about neglect toward
the preliminaries. In case due to external factors, he passes these stages against his wishes and
reaches an undesirable conclusion, he falls into doubt and misgiving. If the reasoning is so clear that it
leaves no room for misgiving, then it is time for a failure of memory. In a short span of time, man will
forget it altogether. If a factor reminds him of it, he will refrain from wholeheartedly accepting and
believing it. He will obstinately deny it, as previously indicated in expressing the difference between
knowledge and belief:
“ﺪَﱝ اﻟْﻬِﻬِﻢﺑ رﻦ ﻣﻢﻫﺎءﻟَﻘَﺪْ ﺟ ۖ وﻧْﻔُﺲى اﻮﺎ ﺗَﻬﻣ و اﻟﻈﱠﻦﻮنَ اﺘﱠﺒِﻌنْ ﻳ”…ا
"... They follow naught but conjecture and the low desires which (their) souls incline to; and
certainly the guidance has come to them from their Lord (53:23)."
As a consequence, a person who is immune from the domination of opposing desires could be conﬁdent
of his mental deductions; else so long as carnal desires wield control over man and so long as concern
for material goods, sensuality, status, position and other unbridled demands attracts the soul, there will
be no hope of reaching sound conclusion from mental and intellectual activities in related ﬁelds.
With regard to speculative knowledge and awareness of them, mental desires and attachments play a
signiﬁcant role. For example, the conditions and states of the soul would at times become unconscious
and neglected due to concern for another object. In philosophical terms, in such a state, there is no
awareness of knowledge. In like manner, the soul's speculative awareness of Almighty Allah could be
neglected due to concern for material objects. The soul will not become aware of it unless, willingly or
necessarily, it cuts off concern for material means.
Consequently, correct enjoyment of the powers of perception will be feasible when the heart is purged
from material and carnal desires and when the mind is cleared of prejudgments and is adorned with
taqwa. Progress in the stages of taqwa prepares man for the rays of spirituality and heavenly and divine

inspirations:
“ٌ ﺷَﻬِﻴﺪﻮﻫ وﻊﻤ اﻟﺴَﻟْﻘ او ا ﻗَﻠْﺐﺎنَ ﻟَﻪ ﻛﻦﻤﱝ ﻟﺮﻚَ ﻟَﺬِﻛ ذَٰﻟنﱠ ﻓ”ا
"Most surely there is a reminder in this for him who has a heart or he gives ear and is a witness
(50:37)."
“ﻴﻦﺘﱠﻘﻠْﻤﺪًى ﻟ ۛ ﻫﻴﻪ ۛ ﻓﺐﻳ ر ﺘَﺎبْﻚَ اﻟ”ذَٰﻟ
"This Book, there is no doubt in it, is a guide to the muttaqun (those who guard against evil)
(2:2)."
”ﺎﺎﻫﺳ دﻦ ﻣﻗَﺪْ ﺧَﺎب و.ﺎﺎﻫ زَﻛﻦ ﻣﻓْﻠَﺢ“ﻗَﺪْ ا
"He will indeed be successful who puriﬁes it, and he will indeed fail who corrupts it (91:9-10)."
“…ﻗَﺎﻧًﺎ ﻓُﺮﻢَ ﻟﻞﻌﺠ ﻳﻪنْ ﺗَﺘﱠﻘُﻮا اﻟ”…ا
"... If you are careful of (your duty to) Allah, He will grant you a distinction... (8:29)."
”ﺸُﻮنَ ﺑِﻪا ﺗَﻤ ﻧُﻮرﻢَ ﻟﻞﻌﺠﻳ وﻪﺘﻤﺣ رﻦ ﻣﻦﻔْﻠَﻴ ﻛﻢﺗﻮ ﻳﻪﻮﻟﺳﻨُﻮا ﺑِﺮآﻣ وﻪﻨُﻮا اﺗﱠﻘُﻮا اﻟ آﻣﺎ اﻟﱠﺬِﻳﻦﻬﻳﺎ ا“ﻳ
"O you who believe! Be careful of (your duty to) Allah and believe in His Apostle: He will give you
two portions of His mercy, and make for you a light with which you will walk... (57:28)."
On the contrary, following carnal desires and having attachment for the world would lead to fascination,
deviation and deprivation of sound understanding. It would bring about the domination of Satan,
enhancement of ignorance, deviation and combination of unawareness and inward blindness:
”ﻦ ﻣﺪِﻳﻪﻬ ﻳﻦةً ﻓَﻤﺸَﺎو ﻏﺮِهﺼ ﺑَﻠ ﻋﻞﻌﺟ وﻗَﻠْﺒِﻪ وﻪﻌﻤ ﺳَﻠ ﻋﺧَﺘَﻢ وﻠْﻢ ﻋَﻠ ﻋﻪ اﻟﻠﱠﻪﺿا واهﻮ ﻫﻪﻟَٰﻬ اﺗﱠﺨَﺬَ اﻦ ﻣﺖﻳاﻓَﺮا
ﻪﺪِ اﻟﻌ“ﺑ...
"Have you then considered him who takes his low desire for his god, and Allah has made him err
having knowledge and has set a seal upon his ear and his heart and put a covering upon his eye.
Who can then guide him after Allah... (45:23)?"

“ِﻴﺮﻌﺬَابِ اﻟﺴ ﻋَﻟ اﺪِﻳﻪﻬﻳ وﻠﱡﻪﻀ ﻳﻧﱠﻪ ﻓَﺎه ﺗَﻮﻦ ﻣﻧﱠﻪ اﻪﻠَﻴ ﻋﺐﺘ”ﻛ
"Against him it is written down that whoever takes him for a friend, he shall lead him astray and
conduct him to the torment of the burning ﬁre (22:4)."
”َﺘَﺪُونﻬ ﻣﻢﻧﱠﻬﻮنَ اﺒﺴﺤﻳ وﺒِﻴﻞ اﻟﺴﻦ ﻋﻢﺪﱡوﻧَﻬﺼ ﻟَﻴﻢﻧﱠﻬا و. ﻗَﺮِﻳﻦ ﻟَﻪﻮﻄَﺎﻧًﺎ ﻓَﻬ ﺷَﻴ ﻟَﻪِﺾ ﻧُﻘَﻴٰﻦﻤﺣﺮِ اﻟﺮ ذِﻛﻦ ﻋﺶﻌ ﻳﻦﻣ“و
“And whoever turns himself away from the remembrance of the Beneﬁcent God, We appoint for
him a Satan, so he becomes his associate. And most surely they turn them away from the path,
and they think that they are guided aright (43:36-37)."
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