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1. Hadith Al-Qadha, Investigating Its
Authenticity
Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 H) states:
 واﻟﻘﻀﺎء ﻳﺴﺘﻠﺰم اﻟﻌﻠﻢ و اﻟﺪﻳﻦ ﻓﻬﺬا اﻟﺤﺪﻳﺚ ﻟﻢ ﻳﺜﺒﺖﻪ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ و ﺳﻠﻢ ﻻﻗﻀﺎﻛﻢ ﻋﻠ اﻟﻪ ﺻﻠو إﻣﺎ ﻗﻮﻟﻪ ﻗﺎل رﺳﻮل اﻟ
 اﻟﺴﻨﻦ اﻟﻤﺸﻬﻮرة و ﻻ اﻟﻤﺴﺎﻧﺪ اﻟﻤﻌﺮوﻓﺔ ﻻ ﺑﺈﺳﻨﺎد ﺻﺤﻴﺢ و ﻻ ﻟﻢ ﻳﺮوه أﺣﺪ ﻓ... و ﻟﻴﺲ ﻟﻪ إﺳﻨﺎد ﺗﻘﻮم ﺑﻪ اﻟﺤﺠﺔ
ﺬبﺿﻌﻴﻒ و إﻧﻤﺎ ﻳﺮوي ﻣﻦ ﻃﺮﻳﻖ ﻣﻦ ﻫﻮ ﻣﻌﺮوف ﺑﺎﻟ
As for his statement, “The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: ‘The best judge among you
is ‘Ali’”, and justice dispensation requires knowledge and religious devotion. But, this hadith is not
authentic, and it has no chain of transmission which makes it a valid proof ... It is not recorded by
anyone in the famous Sunan books, and not (by anyone) in the well-known Musnad books – not with
a sahih chain, nor with a dha’if chain. It is only narrated through the route of notorious liars.1
Meanwhile, Imam Ibn Majah (d. 273 H) records in his Sunan:
 أن رﺳﻮل، ﻋﻦ أﻧﺲ ﺑﻦ ﻣﺎﻟﻚ، ﻗﻼﺑﺔ ﻋﻦ أﺑ، ﺛﻨﺎ ﻋﺒﺪ اﻟﻮﻫﺎب ﺑﻦ ﻋﺒﺪ اﻟﻤﺠﻴﺪ ﺛﻨﺎ ﺧﺎﻟﺪ اﻟﺤﺬاءﺣﺪﺛﻨﺎ ﻣﺤﻤﺪ ﺑﻦ اﻟﻤﺜﻨ
ﻪ ﻋﻤﺮ وأﺻﺪﻗﻬﻢ ﺣﻴﺎء ﻋﺜﻤﺎن وأﻗﻀﺎﻫﻢ دﻳﻦ اﻟﺮ وأﺷﺪﻫﻢ ﻓ أﺑﻮ ﺑ ﺑﺄﻣﺘأرﺣﻢ أﻣﺘ: ﻪ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ وﺳﻠﻢ ﻗﺎل اﻟﻪ ﺻﻠاﻟ
 ﻃﺎﻟﺐ ﺑﻦ أﺑﻋﻠ.
Muhammad b. al-Muthanna – ‘Abd al-Wahhab b. ‘Abd al-Majid – Khalid al-Haza – Abi Qilabah – Anas
b. Malik:
The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said, “The most merciful of my Ummah to my Ummah is
Abu Bakr. The most severe of them in the religion of Allah is ‘Umar. The most shy of them is ‘Uthman.
And the best judge among them is ‘Ali b. Abi Talib.”2
This report cancels out the ﬁrst leg of our Shaykh’s claims: that the hadith is not documented in any of

the authoritative Sunan and Musnad books – whether with a sahih chain or even a dha’if one!
So, the next question is: has the hadith truly been narrated by a liar or liars?
The ﬁrst narrator, Muhammad b. al-Muthanna is thiqah (trustworthy) without absolutely any doubt. AlHaﬁz (d. 852 H) for instance says about him:
ﺛﻘﺔ ﺛﺒﺖ.…  اﻟﺒﺼﺮي ﺑﻦ ﻋﺒﻴﺪ اﻟﻌﻨﺰي ﺑﻔﺘﺢ اﻟﻨﻮن واﻟﺰاي أﺑﻮ ﻣﻮﺳﻣﺤﻤﺪ ﺑﻦ اﻟﻤﺜﻨ
Muhammad b. al-Muthanna b. ‘Ubayd al-‘Unaza, Abu Musa al-Basri.... Thiqah (trustworthy), thabt
(accurate).3
Elsewhere, he adds about him:
روى ﻋﻨﻪ( خ )ﻣﺎﺋﺔ ﺣﺪﻳﺚ وﺛﻼﺛﺔ أﺣﺎدﻳﺚ وﻣﺴﻠﻢ ﺳﺒﻌﻤﺎﺋﺔ واﺛﻨﺘﻴﻦ وﺳﺒﻌﻴﻦ ﺣﺪﻳﺜﺎ
Al-Bukhari narrated 103 ahadith from him (in his Sahih), and Muslim also narrated 772 ahadith (from him
in his Sahih).4
Apparently, he was a super-weight in Sunni ahadith.
Al-Haﬁz also says about the second narrator:
 أﺑﻮ ﻣﺤﻤﺪ اﻟﺒﺼﺮي ﺛﻘﺔ ﺗﻐﻴﺮ ﻗﺒﻞ ﻣﻮﺗﻪ ﺑﺜﻼث ﺳﻨﻴﻦﻋﺒﺪ اﻟﻮﻫﺎب ﺑﻦ ﻋﺒﺪ اﻟﻤﺠﻴﺪ ﺑﻦ اﻟﺼﻠﺖ اﻟﺜﻘﻔ
‘Abd al-Wahhab b. ‘Abd al-Majid b. al-Salt al-Thaqaﬁ, Abu Muhammad al-Basri: Thiqah
(trustworthy). He changed (i.e. his memory weakened) 3 years before his death.5
In his Lisan, he gives further, crucial information about him:
 زﻣﻦ اﻟﺘﻐﻴﺮﻨﻪ ﻣﺎ ﺿﺮ ﺗﻐﻴﺮه ﺣﺪﻳﺜﻪ ﻓﺈﻧﻪ ﻣﺎ ﺣﺪث ﺑﺤﺪﻳﺚ ﻓﻟ
But, his change (in memory) does not harm his ahadith, for he never narrated a single hadith during the
period of the change.6
So, what about the remaining narrators? Shaykh al-Arnauṭ saves us a lot of time with this tahqiq:
ﻪ اﻟ ﺻﻠ ﻗﻼﺑﺔ ﻋﻦ أﻧﺲ ﺑﻦ ﻣﺎﻟﻚ ﻋﻦ اﻟﻨﺒ ﺛﻨﺎ ﻋﻔﺎن ﺛﻨﺎ وﻫﻴﺐ ﺛﻨﺎ ﺧﺎﻟﺪ اﻟﺤﺬاء ﻋﻦ أﺑ أﺑﻪ ﺣﺪﺛﻨﺣﺪﺛﻨﺎ ﻋﺒﺪ اﻟ
 ﺷﺮط اﻟﺸﻴﺨﻴﻦ إﺳﻨﺎده ﺻﺤﻴﺢ ﻋﻠ.... ﻋﻠﻴﻪ و ﺳﻠﻢ

‘Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – ‘Affan – Wuhayb – Khalid al-Haza – Abu
Qilabah – Anas b. Malik – the Prophet, peace be upon him .... Its chain is sahih UPON THE
STANDARD OF THE TWO SHAYKHS.7
We understand from this that both Khalid al-Haza and Abu Qilabah are thiqah (trustworthy) narrators of
both Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim, like Muhammad b. al-Muthanna.
Interestingly, Imam al-Hakim (d. 403 H), Imam al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) and ‘Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H)
also conﬁrm that the second narrator is like the others too in this regard. The ‘Allamah writes:
( ﻣﻦ ﻃﺮﻳﻖ ﻋﺒﺪ422 / 3) ( واﻟﺤﺎﻛﻢ2219) ( و2218) ( واﺑﻦ ﺣﺒﺎن154) ( واﺑﻦ ﻣﺎﺟﻪ309 / 2) أﺧﺮﺟﻪ اﻟﺘﺮﻣﺬي
:ﻪ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ وﺳﻠﻢ اﻟﻪ ﺻﻠ ﻗﺎل رﺳﻮل اﻟ: ﻗﻼﺑﺔ ﻋﻦ أﻧﺲ ﻗﺎل ﺣﺪﺛﻨﺎ ﺧﺎﻟﺪ اﻟﺤﺬاء ﻋﻦ أﺑاﻟﻮﻫﺎب ﺑﻦ ﻋﺒﺪ اﻟﻤﺠﻴﺪ اﻟﺜﻘﻔ
 وواﻓﻘﻪ."  ﺷﺮط اﻟﺸﻴﺨﻴﻦ " ﻫﺬا إﺳﻨﺎد ﺻﺤﻴﺢ ﻋﻠ: وﻗﺎل اﻟﺤﺎﻛﻢ."  " ﺣﺪﻳﺚ ﺣﺴﻦ ﺻﺤﻴﺢ: وﻗﺎل اﻟﺘﺮﻣﺬي،ﻓﺬﻛﺮه
 وﻫﻮ ﻛﻤﺎ ﻗﺎﻻاﻟﺬﻫﺒ.
Al-Tirmidhi (2/309), Ibn Majah (154), Ibn Hibban (2218) and al-Hakim (3/422) narrated it through the
route of ‘ABD AL-WAHHAB B. ‘ABD AL-MAJID AL-THAQAFI – Khalid al-Haza – Abu Qilabah –
Anas – the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him. Al-Tirmidhi said: “The hadith is hasan sahih”. AlHakim (also) said, “This chain is sahih UPON THE STANDARD OF THE TWO SHAYKHS”. AlDhahabi concurred with him, and it is (indeed) as they both have stated.8
In a simple summary, Hadith al-Qadha – as documented by Imam Ibn Majah – has a chain of
transmission that is sahih upon the standard of al-Bukhari (d. 256 H) and Muslim (d. 261 H). All its
narrators are relied upon in both Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim, and there is no disconnection
anywhere in the chain. Apparently, Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah’s weird, unfounded claim that the hadith is
narrated only by notorious liars is itself a sickening rape of the truth!
There is equally a mutaba’ah for Muhammad b. al-Muthanna copied by Imam al-Haythami (d. 807 H):
 ﻋﻦ، ﺣﺪﺛﻨﺎ ﺧﺎﻟﺪ اﻟﺤﺬاء، ﺣﺪﺛﻨﺎ ﻋﺒﺪ اﻟﻮﻫﺎب اﻟﺜﻘﻔ، ﺑﻦ اﻟﻤﺪﻳﻨ ﺣﺪﺛﻨﺎ ﻋﻠ،ﺮم ﺑﻦ ﺧﺎﻟﺪ اﻟﺒﺮﺗأﺧﺒﺮﻧﺎ أﺣﻤﺪ ﺑﻦ ﻣ
 أﻣﺮ وأﺷﺪﻫﻢ ﻓ،ﺮ أﺑﻮ ﺑ ﺑﺄﻣﺘارﺣﻢ أﻣﺘ: ﻪ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ وﺳﻠﻢ اﻟﻪ ‐ ﺻﻠ ﻗﺎل رﺳﻮل اﻟ: ﻗﻼﺑﺔ ﻋﻦ أﻧﺲ ﺑﻦ ﻣﺎﻟﻚ ﻗﺎلأﺑ
 وأﻗﻀﺎﻫﻢ ﻋﻠ، وأﺻﺪﻗﻬﻢ ﺣﻴﺎء ﻋﺜﻤﺎن،ﻪ ﻋﻤﺮاﻟ
Ahmad b. Makram b. Khalid al-Birti – ‘Ali b. al-Madini – ‘Abd al-Wahhab al-Thaqaﬁ – Khalid alHaza – Abu Qilabah – Anas b. Malik:
The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “The most merciful of my Ummah to my Ummah is
Abu Bakr. The most severe of them concerning the Command of Allah is ‘Umar. The most shy of them is
‘Uthman. And the best judge among them is ‘Ali.9

We already know that the last four narrators – including Anas – are thiqah narrators of both Sahih alBukhari and Sahih Muslim. So, we only have to ﬁnd out the status of the ﬁrst two narrators. Once again,
Shaykh al-Arnauṭ saves us time. Imam Ibn Hibban (d. 354 H) records this chain in his Sahih:
 ﻗﺎل ﺣﺪﺛﻨﺎ ﻣﺎﻟﻚ ﺑﻦ ﻗﺎل ﺣﺪﺛﻨﺎ ﻣﻌﻦ ﺑﻦ ﻋﻴﺴ ﺑﻦ اﻟﻤﺪﻳﻨ ﻗﺎل ﺣﺪﺛﻨﺎ ﻋﻠﺮم ﺑﻦ ﺧﺎﻟﺪ اﻟﺒﺮﺗأﺧﺒﺮﻧﺎ أﺣﻤﺪ ﺑﻦ ﻣ
 ﺳﻌﻴﺪ اﻟﺨﺪريأﻧﺲ ﻋﻦ ﺻﻔﻮان ﺑﻦ ﺳﻠﻴﻢ ﻋﻦ ﻋﻄﺎء ﺑﻦ ﻳﺴﺎر ﻋﻦ أﺑ
Ahmad b. Makram b. Khalid al-Birti –‘Ali b. al-Madini – Ma’n b. ‘Isa – Malik b. Anas – Safwan b.
Sulaym – ‘Aṭa b. Yasar – Abu Sa’id al-Khudri10
Al-Arnauṭ says:
 ﻓﻤﻦ رﺟﺎل اﻟﺒﺨﺎري ﺑﻦ اﻟﻤﺪﻳﻨ ﺷﺮط اﻟﺒﺨﺎري رﺟﺎﻟﻪ ﺛﻘﺎت رﺟﺎل اﻟﺼﺤﻴﺢ ﻏﻴﺮ ﻋﻠإﺳﻨﺎده ﺻﺤﻴﺢ ﻋﻠ
Its chain is sahih upon the standard of al-Bukhari. Its narrators are thiqah (trustworthy), narrators
of the Sahih, except ‘Ali b. al-Madini because he is from the narrators of (Sahih) al-Bukhari (only).11
So, both al-Birti and ‘Ali b. al-Madini are thiqah (trustworthy) narrators of Sahih al-Bukhari too. As such,
the mutaba’ah of ‘Ali b. al-Madini to Muhammad b. al-Muthanna in Hadith al-Qadha is sahih as well,
upon the standard of Sahih al-Bukhari!
The hadith has equally been transmitted from other Sahabah, apart from Anas. Imam al-Haythami for
instance records:
ﺮ وأرﻓﻖ أﻣﺘ أﺑﻮ ﺑ ﺑﺄﻣﺘ أرﺣﻢ أﻣﺘ: ﻪ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ و ﺳﻠﻢ اﻟﻪ ﺻﻠ ﻗﺎل رﺳﻮل اﻟ: ﻪ اﻷﻧﺼﺎري ﻗﺎلﻋﻦ ﺟﺎﺑﺮ ﺑﻦ ﻋﺒﺪ اﻟ
 ﻃﺎﻟﺐ ﺑﻦ أﺑ ﻋﻠ أﻣﺘ ﺣﻴﺎء ﻋﺜﻤﺎن وأﻗﻀ ﻋﻤﺮ وأﺻﺪق أﻣﺘﻷﻣﺘ
Narrated Jabir b. ‘Abd Allah al-Ansari:
The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “The most merciful of my Ummah to my Ummah is
Abu Bakr. The kindest of my Ummah to my Ummah is ‘Umar. The most shy of my Ummah is ‘Uthman.
The best judge of my Ummah is ‘Ali b. Abi Talib”.12
He comments:
 اﻷوﺳﻂ وإﺳﻨﺎده ﺣﺴﻦ ﻓرواه اﻟﻄﺒﺮاﻧ
Al-Tabarani narrated it in al-Awsaṭ, and its chain is hasan.13

In modern prints of Mu’jam al-Awsaṭ of Imam al-Tabarani (d. 360 H), this hadith, unfortunately, is no
longer present! The previous existence of this report in al-Awsat is further conﬁrmed by Imam alHaytami (d. 974 H):
 ﺑﻦ ﻋﻠ أﻣﺘ ﺣﻴﺎء ﻋﺜﻤﺎن وأﻗﻀ ﻋﻤﺮ وأﺻﺪق أﻣﺘ ﻷﻣﺘﺮ وأرﻓﻖ أﻣﺘ أﺑﻮ ﺑ ﺑﺄﻣﺘ اﻷوﺳﻂ أرﺣﻢ أﻣﺘ ﻓ رواﻳﺔ اﻟﻄﺒﺮاﻧو ﻓ
 ﻃﺎﻟﺐأﺑ
In the report of al-Tabarani in al-Awsat, it is recorded: “The most merciful of my Ummah to my Ummah
is Abu Bakr. The kindest of my Ummah to my Ummah is ‘Umar. The most shy of my Ummah is ‘Uthman.
The best judge of my Ummah is ‘Ali b. Abi Talib”14
It has gone missing in the same al-Awsat after the time of al-Haytami.
Finally, ‘Allamah al-Albani has copied Hadith al-Qadha from yet another Sahabi, namely Ibn ‘Umar:
ﻪ ﻋﻤﺮ وأﺻﺪﻗﻬﻢ ﺣﻴﺎء ﻋﺜﻤﺎن وأﻗﻀﺎﻫﻢ ﻋﻠ دﻳﻦ اﻟﺮ وأﺷﺪﻫﻢ ﻓ أﺑﻮ ﺑ ﺑﺄﻣﺘأرأف أﻣﺘ
The most compassionate of my Ummah to my Ummah is Abu Bakr, and the most severe of them in the
religion of Allah is ‘Umar. The most shy of them is ‘Uthman and the best judge among them is ‘Ali.15
The ‘Allamah says:
( ]ع[ ﻋﻦ اﺑﻦ ﻋﻤﺮ... (ﺻﺤﻴﺢ.
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