Published on Al-Islam.org (https://www.al-islam.org)
Home > An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy Qur'an vol. 5 > Section 9: The other
Apostles followed Abraham's footsteps > Surah Al-‘An’am, Verse 90

Section 9: The other Apostles followed
Abraham's footsteps
Apostles followed Abraham's footsteps -The other Apostles.

Surah Al-‘An’am, Verse 83

ﻴﻢﻠ ﻋﻴﻢﻚَ ﺣﺑنﱠ رﻦ ﻧﱠﺸَﺎء اﺎتٍ ﻣﺟر دﻓَﻊ ﻧَﺮﻪﻣ ﻗَﻮَﻠ ﻋﻴﻢاﻫﺮﺑﺎ اﻨَﺎﻫﺘُﻨَﺎ آﺗَﻴﺠﻠْﻚَ ﺣﺗو
83. "And such was Our argument which We gave to Abraham against his people. We raise up in
degrees whom We please; verily your Lord is All-Wise, All-Knowing."
This verse points to the entire former discussions that have been stated by Abraham upon the subject of
Unity and the act of opposition against polytheism. It says:
"And such was Our argument which We gave to Abraham against his people. We raise up in
degrees whom We please....."
Then, to complete this meaning, it says:
"... We raise up in degrees whom We please....."
But, in order that there comes forth no mistake and some persons do not think that Allah discriminates
unjustly in this raising up in degrees, it says:
"... verily your Lord is All-Wise, All-Knowing."
Therefore, He is aware of the degrees that He gives. They are given due to eligibility and according to
the standards of wisdom. No one may enjoy them unless the one is eligible.

A Few Explanations
1. The Arabic term /labasa/, mentioned in the previous verse, No.82, means: 'to cover'. This meaning
denotes to the fact that since 'Faith' is something innate in human beings, it is not vanishable, but some
mists may cover it.
2. Iniquity is the calamity of Faith, and it has a negative effect.
3. Forsaking injustice is the secret of guidance, while cruelty causes that guidance to be hindered.
4. Protecting the Faith is more important than the Faith itself, because the real security is possible to
exist only under the light of Faith and justice.
5. Neither the cruel believers have been guided, nor the faithless advocators of Justice.
6. A monotheist, who stands against the perversions of the society by proofs and reasoning, deserves
some elevations.
Now, it is necessary to know that the Divine degrees are given wisely. The verse says:
"... We raise up in degrees whom we please....."

Surah Al-‘An’am, Verse 84

اۇود دﻪﺘِﻳﻦ ذُرﻣ وﻞﻦ ﻗَﺒﻨَﺎ ﻣﺪَﻳﺎ ﻫﻧُﻮﺣﻨَﺎ وﺪَﻳ ﻫﻼ ﻛﻘُﻮبﻌﻳ وﺎقﺤﺳ اﻨَﺎ ﻟَﻪﺒﻫوو
ﻴﻦﻨﺴﺤﺰِي اﻟْﻤﻚَ ﻧَﺠﺬَﻟﻛونَ وﺎرﻫ وﻮﺳﻣ وﻒﻮﺳﻳ وﻮبﻳاﺎنَ وﻤﻠَﻴﺳو
84. "And We bestowed upon him (Abraham) (issues like) Isac and Jacob, each one We guided;
and Noah We guided before; and of his seed David and Solomon, Job and Joseph, Moses and
Aron (We appointed prophets), and thus do We reward the doers of good."
From this verse on, a part of favours that Allah had bestowed upon Abraham are referred to. Those
favors are righteous off springs, and an eligible and fruitful family which is one of the greatest Divine
merits.
At ﬁrst, it says:
"And We bestowed upon him (Abraham) (issues like) Isac and Jacob...."
Then, in order to show that the honor of these two Prophets does not lie only in the matter that they were
the progenies of the Prophet, but they themselves had ﬁxed the light of guidance in their hearts by their

own correct thoughts and righteous deeds, it says:
".... each one We guided...."
Next to this meaning, in order that nobody imagines that there had not been any advocator for
monotheism during the periods before Abraham, and that this matter has begun from the time of
Abraham, the verse continues saying:
".... and Noah We guided before...."
In fact, by pointing to the situation of Noah (as), who is one of Abraham's ancestors, and the situation of
a group of the prophets, who are from among his descendents and his off springs, the Qur'an deﬁnes the
high position of Abraham from the viewpoint of 'heritage and nobility', and 'the fruit' of personality.
Following that, it mentions the names of several prophets who are from the seed of Abraham. At ﬁrst, it
says:
"... and of his seed David and Solomon, Job and Joseph, Moses and Aron (We appointed
prophets) ..."
So, at the end of the verse, the statement of the holy verse continues as follows:
"... and thus do We reward the doers of good."
Thus, the Qur'an makes it clear that their rank and position existed as a result of their own good deeds.

Surah Al-‘An’am, Verses 85 - 87

ﻴﻦﺤﺎﻟ اﻟﺼﻦ ﻣﻞ ﻛﺎسﻟْﻴا وﻴﺴﻋ وﻴﺤﻳﺎ وﺮِﻳزَﻛو

ﻴﻦﺎﻟَﻤ اﻟْﻌَﻠﻠْﻨَﺎ ﻋ ﻓﻀﻼﻛﻟُﻮﻃًﺎ و وﻮﻧُﺲﻳ وﻊﺴاﻟْﻴ وﻴﻞﺎﻋﻤﺳاو

ﻴﻢﺘَﻘﺴ ﻣاطﺮ ﺻَﻟ اﻢﻨَﺎﻫﺪَﻳﻫ وﻢﻨَﺎﻫﻴﺘَﺒاﺟ وﻬِﻢاﻧﺧْﻮا وﻬِﻢﺎﺗِﻳذُر وﻬِﻢﺎﺋ آﺑﻦﻣو
85. "And Zakariya and John and Jesus and Elias; each one (of them) was of the righteous."
86. "And Ishmael and Elisha and Jonah and Lot, and everyone (of them) did We prefer above all

beings."
87. "And from among their fathers and their descendants and their brethren, and We chose them
and guided them into the straight way."
Following the previous names of prophets, through the ﬁrst verse of the verses mentioned above, the
Qur'an refers to the names of some other prophets. It says:
"And Zakariya and John and Jesus and Elias; each one (of them) was of the righteous."
The purpose of the verse is that the ranks of these prophets were not given obligatory or ceremonial, but
they obtained personality and greatness with Allah because of their own righteous deeds.
In the second verse, there have been mentioned four more names of the divine prophets. It says:
"And Ishmael and Elisha and Jonah and Lot, and every one (of them) did We prefer above all
beings."
The third verse contains a general hint to the fathers, children and brothers of the above-mentioned
prophets, whose names have not been referred to in details here. It says:
"And from among their fathers and their descendants and their brethren, and We chose them and
guided them into the straight way."

Surah Al-‘An’am, Verse 88

ْﺎﻧُﻮاﺎ ﻛﻢ ﻣﻨْﻬﺒِﻂَ ﻋﻮاْ ﻟَﺤﻛﺷْﺮ اﻟَﻮ وﺎدِهﺒ ﻋﻦﺸَﺎء ﻣﻦ ﻳ ﻣﺪِي ﺑِﻪﻬ ﻳﻪﺪَى اﻟﻚَ ﻫذَﻟ
َﻠُﻮنﻤﻌﻳ
88. "Such is the guidance of Allah; He guides by it whom He pleases of His servants; and if they
were to associate others (with Him), certainly what they were doing would be vain for them."

Three Great Privileges!
After mentioning the names of some groups of divine prophets through previous verses, here, in this
verse, a main and general outline of their lives are pointed out. At ﬁrst, it says:
"Such is the guidance of Allah; He guides by it whom He pleases of His servants....."
Then, in order that nobody thinks that they have chosen this path obligatorily, and also nobody considers
that Allah; (S.w.T.) has had a particular, exceptional and undue regard towards them, the holy verse

continues saying:
"... and if they were to associate others (with Him), certainly what they were doing would be vain
for them."
The last part of the verse means that these prophets are encountered the same divine laws that other
people are, and there is no unjust discrimination between them.

Surah Al-‘An’am, Verse 89

ﺎﻠْﻨَﺎ ﺑِﻬﻛﻻء ﻓَﻘَﺪْ وـﻮﺎ ﻫ ﺑِﻬﻔُﺮن ﻳةَ ﻓَﺎﻮاﻟﻨﱡﺒ وﻢاﻟْﺤ وﺘَﺎبْ اﻟﻢﻨَﺎﻫ آﺗَﻴﻚَ اﻟﱠﺬِﻳﻦﻟَـﺌوا
ﺮِﻳﻦﺎﻓِﺎ ﺑﻮاْ ﺑِﻬﺴﺎ ﻟﱠﻴﻣﻗَﻮ
89. "These are they to whom We gave the Book, the authority and the prophet hood; so if these
(inﬁdels) disbelieve in it, We have (already) entrusted with it a people who are not disbelievers in
it."
In this verse, three magniﬁcent privileges, which have been the base of all privileges of the prophets, are
referred to. It says:
"These are they to whom We gave the Book, the authority and the prophet hood....."
The Arabic term /hukm/ originally means: 'prevention, and restrain'. Then, since wisdom prevents faults
and offences; also, correct judgment hinders injustice and oppression, and a just government may
restrain some other unjust governments, the term is applied in every one of these three senses.
Next to that statement, the verse continues saying that if these people, viz. pagans, the citizens of
Mecca, and the like of them, do not believe in these facts, the invitation of the Prophet (S) will not remain
without response.
Allah has commissioned a group of people who not only accept it, but also protect it and guard it. They
are such a group that never pave the path of inﬁdelity and are surrendered to the Truth.1
The verse announces:
"... so if these (inﬁdels) disbelieve in it, We have (already) entrusted with it a people who are not
disbelievers in it."

Surah Al-‘An’am, Verse 90

ىﺮ ذِﻛﻻ اﻮنْ ﻫا اﺮﺟ اﻪﻠَﻴ ﻋﻢُﻟﺎﺳ ا ﻗُﻞ ﻻ اﻗْﺘَﺪِهﻢﺪَاﻫ ﻓَﺒِﻬﻪﺪَى اﻟ ﻫﻚَ اﻟﱠﺬِﻳﻦﻟَـﺌوا
ﻴﻦﺎﻟَﻤﻠْﻌﻟ
90. "These are they whom Allah has guided, therefore follow their guidance. Say (to people): 'I
ask you no wage for it (the prophecy); it is naught but a Reminder to the worlds"
This holy verse introduces the program of these outstanding prophets: to the Prophet of Islam (S) as an
exalted example of guidance. The verse says:
"These are they whom Allah has guided, therefore follow their guidance. ..."
Once more, this verse emphasizes that the principles of the invitation of all divine prophets are the
same, although the latter religions are more complete than the former religions.
The Arabic term /hidayh/ conveys a vast meaning which encompasses both unity with other theological
principles, and patience and perseverance, and all principles of morals and education.
Then the Messenger of Islam (S) is ordered to tell people that he asks them no wage for his messenger
ship. As former messengers did not ask such a thing, the Prophet of Islam (S) follows that usual way of
treatment of those prophets, too.
The verse says:
"... Say (to people): ' I ask you no wage for it (the prophecy)....."
Moreover, this Qur'an and this prophecy together with guidance, is a warning and a reminder to all
people throughout the world. The verse says:
"... it is naught but a Reminder to the worlds"
Such a common and general blessing is like the light of the sun or like the waves in the atmosphere, or
like the fall of rain, that all are common and worldwide. They are found in no bargain, and no one takes
any wages for them.

1. In Tafsir Almanar and Tafsir Rouh-ul-Ma'ani, it is narrated from the commentators that the objective meaning of "... a
people who are not disbelievers in it" is Iranians
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