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Responsibility 23: Being Ready & Equipped to
Assist the Imam
Another responsibility of the believers is to prepare and keep their weapons of warfare ready. In addition,
according to some traditions, one should keep a horse to help the Imam upon his advent.
During the period of waiting for the advent of the Imam, these and other ways which will be explained in
detail must be followed if one wishes to establish a relationship with the Imam.1
Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq (as) has said:
ﺮِهﻤ ﻋ ﻓﻨْﺴَنْ ﻳ ﻷتﻮﺟ رﻪﺘﻴ ﻧﻦﻚَ ﻣ ذٌﻟﻢﻠذَا ﻋ اﺎﻟـ ﺗَﻌﻪنﱠ اﻟﺎﻤﺎً ﻓﻬ ﺳ ﻟَﻮ و ﻢ اﻟْﻘَﺎﺋوجﺨُﺮ ﻟﻢﺪُﻛﺣﺪﱠنﱠ اﻌﻴﻟ
“Each one of you must prepare for the advent of al-Qa`im (peace be upon him) even if it be (by as much
as) an arrow because when Allah, the High, knows that a person has this intention, then He will grant
such a person a longer life.”2
Imam Muhammad. ‘Ali al-Baqir (as) has said:
ﺎزْﻧُﻬ وﺎنَ ﻟَﻪﺔً ﻛاﺑﻴـﻨَﺎ دﻂَ ﻓﺗَﺒ ارﻦﻣﺮِ وﺎطُ اﻟﺪﱠﻫﺎﻃُﻨَﺎ رِﺑ رِﺑﻦٌ ﻟ: ﻮنَ ﻗَﺎلﻌﺑر ا ﻗُﻠْﺖ:اوِيَ اﻟﺮ؟ ﻗَﺎلﻢﻨْﺪَﻛﺎطُ ﻋِﺑ اﻟﺮﻢﻛ
ﻨْﺪَهﺎنَ ﻋﺎ ﻛ ﻣزْﻧُﻪ وﺎنَ ﻟَﻪﺣﺎً ﻛﻼﻴـﻨَﺎ ﺳﻂَ ﻓﺗَﺒ ارﻦﻣ وﻨْﺪَه ﻋﺎﻧَﺖﺎ ﻛﺎ ﻣﻬزْﻧزْنُ ووو
“How many days do you calculate a ribat (stationing of an army) to be?” The narrator answered: “Forty
days.” The Imam (peace be upon him) said: “Yet, the ribat for our sake is as long as one’s lifetime.3
One who stations a riding animal for our sake shall be rewarded according to its weight as well as the
weight of it as long as it will be kept by him; and one who keeps a weapon prepared for our sake shall
be rewarded according to its weight as well as the weight of it as long as it is kept by him.”4

The meaning of ‘weapons’ in this tradition are the very weapons of war whatever type they may be such
as bow and arrow, spear, mace, lance, dagger, sword or gun.
However according to some traditions, the meaning of weapon is speciﬁcally limited to the sword and
this can be deduced from the (various) proofs and the traditions since we know that in some countries, it
is not permissible to possess weapons such as guns.
The meaning of the Imam when he spoke about the relationship ‘.for one’s entire lifetime’ (as was seen
in the second tradition quoted above) will be discussed in the next responsibility.
1. A deeper explanation of this point will appear in the next responsibility.
2. al-Ghaybah of al-Nu’mani, pg. 320, sec. ‘That which has been mentioned about the Shi’a’.
3. Commenting on this narration, Shaykh Kulayni says: “This means that the Shi’a are required to dedicate all their efforts
to the obedience of the Imam and to the expectation of the advent as they must prepare themselves for such.
4. al-Kaﬁ, vol. 8, pg. 381, sec. 8, no. 576
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