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Responsibility 24: Achieving Closeness to the
Imam
Seeking closeness to Imam al-’Asr (ajtf) is another responsibility of the believers. This closeness can be
divided into three categories, however before discussing them, it should be stated that one meaning of
closeness is to maintain the boundaries which exist between ourselves and the enemies of the Imam.
Another more general interpretation is the general boundary of life and this means that we must look
after and be aware of everything happening in the world around us (to the best of our ability).
As for the meaning of closeness which has been mentioned in the book of Allah and the Sunnah, it is
related to the following three things:
1. Looking after and keeping one’s weapons ready be it a horse or anything else in anticipation of the
advent of Imam al-Zaman (ajtf) with the hope that one will be able to help him and make use of those
things in the service of the Imam during his advent. This type of closeness was mentioned in the
previous responsibility and is one of the recommended acts in Islam.
2. Those things which the scholars have mentioned in their writings in the ‘Book of Jihad’. In these
writings, the scholars have stated that a true believer must protect and defend his country when there is
a possibility that the enemies will launch an attack. One must also keep his stead and weapon ready so
as to protect the Islamic lands from the enemies attack and in the event of an attack, must rise up to
defend Islam!
The minimum amount of time a believer must spend in protecting the Islamic territory is three days while
the maximum is forty days. However, if he guards the territory for more than forty days, then he will be
given the reward of a Mujahid (one who is struggling) in the way of Allah!
This type of closeness with the Imam at the time of his advent or during the occultation is a
recommended act.

The Messenger of Allah (S) has said:
ﻪﻠَﻴ ﻋﺮِيﺟ ا وﻞﻤﻌﺎنَ ﻳ اﻟﱠﺬِي ﻛﻠُﻪﻤ ﻋﻪﻠَﻴﺮى ﻋ ﺟﺎتنْ ﻣ ﻓَﺎﻪﺎﻣﻴ ﻗﺮٍ و ﺷَﻬﺎمﻴ ﺻﻦ ﻣﺮ ﺧَﻴﻪ اﻟﺒِﻴﻞ ﺳﻠَﺔً ﻓ ﻟَﻴﻞﺎطُ اﻟْﺨَﻴرِﺑ
َ اﻟْﻔَﺘﱠﺎنﻦﻣ ا ورِزْﻗُﻪ
“To be prepared (for war) one night in the way of Allah is better than fasting an entire month and
spending all its night in worship. If a person is to die (in this state), then the (reward) for the action he
performed will continue, his sustenance will continue to be given to him and he will be saved from the
Angel of Examination (in the grave).”1
The Messenger of Allah (S) also said:
ِﺮ ﻓَﺘﱠﺎنِ اﻟْﻘَﺒﻦ ﻣﻦﻣﻮ ﻳ وﺔﺎﻣﻴ اﻟْﻘمﻮ ﻳﻟـ اﻠُﻪﻤ ﻋﻮ ﻟَﻪﻨْﻤ ﻳﻧﱠﻪ ﻓَﺎﻪ اﻟﺒِﻴﻞ ﺳاﺑِﻂَ ﻓﺮ اﻟْﻤﻻ اﻪﻠﻤ ﻋﻠـ ﻋﻢﺖٍ ﻧَﺨْﺘِﻴ ﻣﻞﻛ
“The actions of every deceased person are sealed except one who is garrisoned in the way of Allah this person’s good deeds will continue to grow until the Day of Judgment and he will have protection
from the Angels of the Grave.”2
3. A true believer must maintain his afﬁliation and closeness to Imam al-Zaman (ajtf) by making a pact
with the infallible leaders of the religion and forging a covenant reafﬁrming his belief in these individuals.
Through this, one will be able to develop close times with his Imam. In addition, one must consider the
acts of helping, assisting and following the Imam as being incumbent upon him. This sort of afﬁliation is
Wajib al-’Ayni meaning that it is obligatory upon every true believer.
This relationship with the Imam is different than the second meaning of the afﬁliation which must be
shown since at the level we are currently discussing, a person is not permitted to have someone else
step in and perform this task for him. Thus, this form of pact with the Imam is very important and is one
of the pillars of true faith and without it, Allah shall not accept the actions of any person.
Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq (as) has said:
ﺔﻤﺋ اﻻﻠـاﺑِﻄُﻮا ﻋ رﺾِ واﺋ اﻟْﻔَﺮﻠـوا ﻋﺎﺑِﺮ ﺻﺐِ وﺎﺋﺼ اﻟْﻤﻠـوا ﻋﺒِﺮﺻا
“Have patience in the face of difﬁculties, observe patience in relation to the performance of obligatory
acts, and establish an afﬁnity with the A`immah.”3
In regards to the verse of the Qur`an in which Allah  has said:
“O’ you who have ﬁrm faith! Observe patience, have endurance and establish a relation4,

Imam Muhammad b. ‘Ali al-Baqir (as) has said:
ﻨْـﺘَﻈَﺮ اﻟْﻤﻢﺎﻣﻣاﺑِﻄُﻮا ا ر وﻢﻛﺪُووا ﻋﺎﺑِﺮ ﺻﺾِ واﺋ اﻟْﻔَﺮآءد اﻠـوا ﻋـﺒِﺮﺻا
“Observe patience in relation to performing the obligatory acts, have endurance in facing your enemies
and establish closeness with your Imam, al-Muntadhar (the Awaited One).”5
In relation to the verse that states:
 اﺑِﻄُﻮاروا وﺎﺑِﺮﺻوا وﺒِﺮﻨُﻮا اﺻ آﻣﺎ اﻟﱠﺬِﻳﻦﻬﻳﺎ ا ﻳ
“O’ you that have faith! Observe patience, stand ﬁrm and close [your] ranks.
Imam Ja’far. Muhammad as-Sadiq (as) said that ‘establish a relation’ means:
ﻢﺎﻣﻣ اﻊ ﻣﻘَﺎمﻟْﻤا
“Standing ﬁrm (and resolved) with your Imam.”6
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