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Responsibility 98: Fulﬁlling the Financial Rights
of the Imam
Another responsibility of the believers is to fulﬁll the ﬁnancial rights of Imam al-Zaman (ajtf) namely the
Khums which is one of the obligatory “taxes” in the Shari’ah.
As we know, Khums is considered as one of the Furu’ ad-Din (Branches of the Faith) of Islam and we
must fulﬁll this requirement. In addition, we must ensure that we do not spend any money upon which
the Khums is due as this is not permitted (for other details regarding the Khums, refer to your Mar’ja
Taqlid or the relevant books on the topic).
Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq (as) has said:
ﺴ ﺧُـﻤِبﺎ ر ﻳ:ﻘُﻮلﺲِ ﻓَﻴ اﻟْﺨُﻤﺐﺎﺣ ﺻنْ ﺗَﻘُﻮم اﺔﺎﻣﻴ اﻟْﻘمﻮ ﻳ اﻟﻨﱠﺎسﻴﻪﺎ ﻓﺷَﺪﱠ ﻣنﱠ ا!ا
“Surely the hardest of thing for a person to bear on the Day of Resurrection is when the person whom
the Khums belonged to stands up to protest and says: “O’ Lord! (What about) My Khums!’”1
There is a letter which is from one of the speciﬁc representatives of Imam al-Hujjah (ajtf) written to Abul
Hasan Asadi which states:
ﻨَﺎﺎﻟﻨَﺎ )ﻣاﻟﻮﻣ اﻦ ﻣﻞﺘَﺤ اﺳﻦ ﻣﻠـ ﻋﻴﻦﻌﻤﺟ اﻟﻨﱠﺎسِ ا وﺔﺋﻼ اﻟْﻤ وﻪﻨَﺔُ اﻟ ﻟَﻌ،ﻴﻢﺣ اﻟﺮﻦﻤﺣ اﻟﺮﻪ اﻟﻢ)ﺑِﺴ.
“In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. May the curse of Allah and the Angels and
all of mankind be upon that person who considers (the use of) the portion of our wealth as being
permissible for them.”
Abul Hasan Asadi stated: “My heart trembled that such a curse would be justiﬁed for that person who

takes even one dirham of the wealth of the Imam and considers it is as being permissible for him...”
He continued and said: “I swear by the One who raised Muhammad with the truth and made him as a
giver of good tidings, that after I saw this letter and I looked into my heart (and what I thought of this
issue), I completely changed (my outlook on the Khums).”
The 12th Imam (ajtf) has stated:
ًاﻣﺎﺮﻤﺎً ﺣﻫﻨَﺎ دِرﺎﻟ ﻣﻦ ﻣﻞﻛ اﻦ ﻣﻠـ ﻋﻴﻦﻌﻤﺟ اﻟﻨﱠﺎسِ ا وﺔﺋﻼ اﻟْﻤ وﻪﻨَﺔُ اﻟ ﻟَﻌ،ﻴﻢﺣ اﻟﺮﻦﻤﺣ اﻟﺮﻪ اﻟﻢﺑِﺴ.
“In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. May the curse of Allah and the Angels and
all of mankind be upon that person who uses even one dirham of our wealth without permission.”2
Imam al-Mahdi (ajtf) also told us:
ًﻴﺮاﻌ ﺳﻠـﺼﻴ ﺳ ﻧَﺎراً وﻪﻄْﻨ ﺑ ﻓﻞﻛﺎﺎ ﻳﻧﱠﻤﺌﺎً ﻓَﺎﻨَﺎ ﺷَﻴاﻟﻮﻣ اﻦ ﻣﻞﻛ اﻦ ﻣو
“A person who consumes anything from our wealth has surely put ﬁre in his stomach and soon he shall
enter the ﬂaming ﬁre.”
Imam al-Mahdi (ajtf) has said the following in relation to that person who considers the using of the
wealth of the Imam (Khums) as being permissible:
ﻠـﻮنٌ ﻋﻠْﻌ ﻣﻪ اﻟمﺮﺎ ﺣ ﻣـﺗﺘْﺮ ﻋﻦ ﻣﻞﺘَﺤﺴ اﻟْﻤِ اﻟﻨﱠﺒﻗَﺪْ ﻗَﺎل وﺔﺎﻣﻴ اﻟْﻘمﻮ ﻳهﺎوﻤ ﺧُﺼﻦ ﻧَﺤﻮنٌ وﻠْﻌ ﻣﻮﻚَ ﻓَﻬ ذٌﻟﻞ ﻓَﻌﻦﻓَﻤ
ٍﺎبﺠ ﻣِ ﻧَﺒﻞﺎنِ ﻛﺴ ﻟ وﺎﻧﺴﻟ
“A person who does so (inappropriate our wealth which we are entitled to) is cursed and we will be his
enemies on the Day of Resurrection and surely the Prophet (Muhammad) has said: ‘The person who
considers it permissible to use that which belongs to my progeny, which Allah has made impermissible,
is cursed by my tongue and the tongue of all the prophets whose supplications are accepted.’”3
1. ‘Awail al-Layali, vol. 3, pg. 127, sec. on Khums; al-Muqnah, pg. 280, sec. on the Ziyarat.
2. Biharul Anwar, vol. 53, pg. 183, sec. 31, no. 12; Kamal ad-Din, pg. 522
3. Biharul Anwar, vol. 53, pg. 182, sec. 31, no. 11; al-Ihtijaj, pg. 479
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