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“In the Name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful”
The invaluable legacy of the Household [Ahl al-Bayt] of the Prophet (may peace be upon them all), as
preserved by their followers, is a comprehensive school of thought that embraces all branches of Islamic
knowledge. This school has produced many brilliant scholars who have drawn inspiration from this rich

and pure resource. It has given many scholars to the Muslim ummah who, following in the footsteps of
Imāms of the Prophet’s Household (‘a), have done their best to clear up the doubts raised by various
creeds and currents within and without Muslim society and to answer their questions. Throughout the
past centuries, they have given well-reasoned answers and clariﬁcations concerning these questions
and doubts.
To meet the responsibilities assigned to it, the Ahl al-Bayt World Assembly (ABWA) has embarked on a
defence of the sanctity of the Islamic message and its verities, often obscured by the partisans of various
sects and creeds as well as by currents hostile to Islam. The Assembly follows in the footsteps of the Ahl
al-Bayt (‘a) and the disciples of their school of thought in its readiness to confront these challenges and
tries to be on the frontline in consonance with the demands of every age.
The arguments contained in the works of the scholars belonging to the School of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) are
of unique signiﬁcance. That is because they are based on genuine scholarship and appeal to reason,
and avoid prejudice and bias. These arguments address scholars and thinkers in a manner that appeals
to healthy minds and wholesome human nature.
To assist the seekers of truth, the Ahl al-Bayt World Assembly has endeavored to present a new phase
of these arguments contained in the studies and translations of the works of contemporary Shī‘ah
writers and those who have embraced this sublime school of thought through divine blessing.
The Assembly is also engaged in edition and publication of the valuable works of leading Shī‘ah
scholars of earlier ages to assist the seekers of the truth in discovering the truths which the School of the
Prophet’s Household (‘a) has offered to the entire world.
The Ahl al-Bayt World Assembly looks forward to beneﬁt from the opinions of the readers and their
suggestions and constructive criticism in this area.
We also invite scholars, translators and other institutions to assist us in propagating the genuine Islamic
teachings as preached by the Prophet Muḥammad (ṣ).
We beseech God, the Most High, to accept our humble efforts and to enable us to enhance them under
the auspices of Imām al-Mahdī, His vicegerent on the earth (may Allah expedite his advent).
We express our gratitude to Ayetullah Naser Makarim Shirazi, the author of the present book, and
Mustapha Muhammadi, its translator. We also thank our colleagues who have participated in producing
this work, especially the staff of the Translation Ofﬁce.
Cultural Affairs Department
Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) World Assembly

Two types of Wahhabis — Extremist and Moderate:
1. Extremist and hard-line Salaﬁs regard all Muslims, apart from themselves, as inﬁdels (Kaﬁr) and
polytheists (Mushrik), and consider shedding their blood and wealth as admissible. Obduracy in thought,
ruthlessness in speech and action and contempt for logical and rational discussions is amongst their
most evident characteristics. In Afghanistan, Iraq, Pakistan and their own homeland, Saudi Arabia, their
brutality has made the world weary of them. Their hideous image of Islam, as presented to the world, will
take years of struggle to undo. They have, as a result, come close to the end of their existence and will
soon be history.
2. The moderate and enlightened Wahhabis are the people of logic, debate and dialogue (Hiwar), and
respect other scholars and enter into friendly discussions with other Muslims. They neither order the
execution of someone nor do they consider any Muslim as a polytheist or inﬁdel, nor consider admissible
their wealth and property. They ﬁnd more supporters every day. And this is a gloriﬁed dawn for the
Islamic world, the signs of which have been witnessed in the recent books published in the Hijaz, their
journals and TV discourses.
This book will give you a detailed account of the above.

Is Wahhabism nearing its end?
Ten years before the disintegration of the Soviet Union, the author of the book "The end of Marxism's
life", wrote:
"In my opinion, we must accept this fact, which may be unpleasant and bitter for some, and astonishing
for others, that Marxism – and its product Communism - is approaching its demise and is now on the
decline. More explicitly, I should say Marxism - according to a freethinking explorer - is a doctrine
belonging to the past that must eventually be placed in the archives of history.
Marxism has utilised all its skills and failed in fulﬁlling its commitments towards human society. Logically
and philosophically Marxism is not a live doctrine any more and the dreams that Marx, Angles and Lenin
saw were misinterpreted or turned out to be false; with its idealism devastated.
Marxism is heading towards isolation and fragmentation with different brands being implemented in
different countries all over the world. The Marxism of Mao1 does not resemble the Marxism of
Brezhnev,2 and the Communism of Tito3 is different from the Communism of Enver Hoxha,4 and both
these are different from Fidel Castro's version, and the three are unrelated to…"5
Indeed, as predicted, the Marxist Soviet Union, with all the huge claims that the Capitalist State would
soon diminish and Marxism would conquer the entire world, suddenly disintegrated and joined the

archives of history!
Such a prediction was neither precognition nor divination, but a consequence of Marxism itself.
Today, all evidence and proof suggest that the life-line of the extreme form of Wahhabism has come to
an end and it is rapidly losing its advocates and supporters. Today, signs of this demolition have become
visible, because there are some fundamental principles of hard-line Wahhabism which cannot survive in
the ‘global village’ of the 21st century.
These fundamentals are as follows:
1. Extreme ruthlessness
2. Beliefs forced on others
3. Intense fanaticism
4. Obduracy in acceptance of any new phenomenon
5. Irrational and incorrect understanding of six Quranic terms

Extreme Ruthlessness
The ruthlessness of extremist Wahhabis is not something hidden from anybody. The massacre of
Muslims – not the disbelievers - by Wahhabis throughout their life is extremely horrendous.
The ﬂood of Shia blood that got underway in the town of Karbala, the plunder of possessions and its
devastation are remembered by all. More shocking than that, was the horrible massacre and bloodshed
of the Sunnies of Ta'ef.
Ruthlessness is the essence of Wahhabism, and the reason for that is their ﬂawed perception of
disbelief (Kufr), faith (Iman), monotheism (Tawhid) and Polytheism (Shirk). They easily accuse anybody
of polytheistic belief followed by antinomianism, (Ebahe) permissibility of lives and possessions.
The leader of Wahhabis regards the Muslims of our age as worse than the disbelievers of the era of
unenlightenment (ignorance). Among the bitter fruits of this savage tree in our era are the "Taliban", "the
Sipah e Sahaba", and "Al-Qa'idah", and we have seen the revolting image each of them has sketched in
the minds of the world, and the detriment they have caused to the most peacefully progressing religion,
Islam.

The Taliban
They were formed by Mulla Mohammad Omar in 1994, in the southern parts of Afghanistan in the town
of Kandahar, and from 1996 to 2001 they dominated the greater parts of Afghanistan.

Afghanistan was invaded by the Soviet Union and Afghan warriors were supported by the US, so
Russia's dominance over Afghanistan did not last long.
After the retreat of the Russian forces in 1989 from the towns of Uzbek and Tajik, other small groups
gained relative power. It was at this point that the Taliban forces introduced themselves as the Callers to
Islam. Whilst they were predominantly from Pashtoon backgrounds, they decided to take control over the
government and were supported and supplied with arms by the U.S!
At the outset of this movement thousands of young refugees, orphans and guardianless individuals
joined this group.
The Taliban introduced themselves as the army of peace! Many individuals who were mainly Pashtoon,
and fed up with the wars and chaotic conditions dominating the country, supported this group; whereas
many of the Taliban leaders were nurtured in the schools of extremist Wahhabis.
The Taliban began to battle in the year 1994 in the southern and western sectors of Afghanistan, and
conquered Kandahar, Herat, and other neighbouring towns. In 1995 they reached the suburbs of Kabul
but were backed off by state forces. They persisted until they managed to conquer Kabul in 1996, after
causing the death of 50,000 people!
Burhanuddin Rabbani and Gulbadin Hekmatyar took refuge in the north of the country, and the Taliban,
after occupying Kabul, executed Mohammad Najib-Allah who was ruling the country with the support of
the Soviet Union.
Mulla Mohammad Omar, who was the leader of the Taliban forces, established an assembly of the
leaders of the Taliban, instituted the bigoted religious rulings of extremist Wahhabism and the ultimate
law was executed only by his approval!
The Taliban, through the Kabul radio and loudspeakers ﬁtted in trucks, announced their laws to the
citizens. They closed down cinemas and theatres, men were forced with lashes to offer prayers in the
mosques, closed down girls' schools, and prohibited the employment of women outside the house,
resulting in shortage of staff in hospitals. This was done when many of the women had lost their men in
war and were ﬁnancially destitute.
The Taliban totally prohibited female education, and campaigned against any sort of modern life
expositions however useful and positive they were, and considered all as heresy (bid'ah). Whilst they
reproached and sometimes imprisoned individuals for not growing long beards, they expanded the
cultivation of opium in Afghanistan and gave substantial support to the smuggling of narcotic substances,
inspite of declaring cigarettes as unlawful! And this was because they earned considerable income from
the cultivation and smuggling of opium, with which they used to purchase weaponry and kill their
brothers in faith. No one knows how they justiﬁed this pragmatic contradiction; smoking prohibited,
growing long beards compulsory, but cultivation and smuggling of narcotic substances on a large scale

legitimate!
Without holding any trial the Taliban tortured and slaughtered people like sheep, whether they were
Sunni or Shia; anybody opposing them was put to the sword. Since Osama bin Laden had accomplished
many missions in the 1980s against the Soviet Regime for the good of Afghanistan, the Taliban Regime
had prepared a secure location for him, and it was at the end of this battle that he established the group
called "Al-Qa'idah", which played a substantial role in sustaining the Taliban and helped them battle the
coalition forces in the north.
Bin Laden was somebody that the Americans had recognized as an expert and talented terrorist since
he had attacked the American embassies in Kenya and Tanzania in the year 1998, killing 250 and 190
people and wounding more than 1400!
According to the Americans, the September 11 attacks were carried out by Bin Laden, so obviously, the
U.S. asked the Taliban to hand over Osama. However, the Taliban could never accept this request, as
they were in- debted to Bin Laden and considered him a guardian of their interests.In October, the U.S
and U.K begun their attacks against terrorism and directed these attacks towards the Taliban and AlQa'idah.
At this moment the coalition forces in the North who were now supported by the U.S, embarked upon an
attack against the Taliban and invaded Kabul and other important towns. The Taliban lost and eventually
ceded Herat the same year.
During the peak of power, the Taliban were supported by countries such as Pakistan, Saudi-Arabia and
the U.S. However, this support did not last long.
The Taliban movement required seventy million dollars each year in 1995 and 1996, to continue its
activities. According to the Indian journal "Strategic Analysis", the bulk of that budget was sustained by
Saudi Arabia. "Newsweek" wrote in one of its reports concerning this issue:
"Riyadh is the most important ﬁnancial supplier of the Taliban movement".
In one of his tours to Saudi Arabia, Mulla Mohammad Omar visited and held discussions with highranking authorities in the country, and Riyadh presented a sum of $10 million as aid to the group under
his command to continue with their ceaseless brutalities. However, later on everybody turned their backs
on the Taliban and the ruling-Taliban was assigned to history6.
Due to the outrageous brutalities of the Taliban no one defended them when the Americans attacked
them, rather they assisted their decline, and despite the problems the Americans had created for the
people of Afghanistan, the Afghan people preferred them to the Taliban, realizing that the ruthlessness
of the Taliban was greater than that of the Americans.

Army Of The Companions (Sipah E Sahaba)
For centuries in the subcontinent of India, the Shi'as and the Sunnis lived alongside one another as
Muslim brothers, until the time when the fanatic Wahhabis, simulating the army of the companions,
began to massacre the Shi'as manipulating inhuman assassinations. They shed the blood of this party of
Muslims including men, women and children. In certain cases they caused retaliation and insecurity
pervaded the atmosphere.
The formation and movement of this group according to the world wide media is as follows:
This army that claims to be a follower of the religion of the Prophet of Islam (S) is an extremist group,
which incorporates one of the Sunni sects. This group was established at the beginning of the 1980s by
a Sunni cleric Maulana Haq Nawaz Jhangavi, which was concurrent with the Islamic revolution in Iran,
and the reason for forming this group was to prevent the inﬂuence of the Islamic Revolution of Iran on
the people of Pakistan.
The most important objective of this group was to condemn the commemoration ceremonies of Imam
Husain (‘as) and denigrate the revolution of Imam Khomeini. The "Khilafat-e-Rashed" magazine
frequently stated this objective throughout the duration of its publication, and requested the Pakistani
government to close down the Shi'a mosques and centres, and prevent Ashura commemoration events
to be held in any school or university. However this request was never accepted by the Pakistani
government.
Another ambition of this group was to campaign against a Shi'a group established in Pakistan in 1979
named the “Tehrik e Ja'faria”.
Another central cause for the institution of the "Army of companions" was to counter the threat of the
growth of Shi'a military, political and religious strength in the region.
According to the statistics reported by Parvez Musharraf, four hundred people from both groups were
killed in bilateral attacks in only one year. Besides their attacks against the Shi'as, this Army of the
Companions attacked Iranians residing in Pakistan on the pretext that they were being supported by a
Shi'a government in Iran which must be removed. Their real aim is to make Pakistan ofﬁcially be
declared a Sunni state.
The military fortress of this group is mainly based in the southern region of Pakistan, mainly the central
and populated areas of the Punjab and the suburban areas of Karachi. The number of centres of activity
and ofﬁces belonging to this group exceeds 500, and in each district of the Punjab province there exists
a branch of this group. Approximately one hundred thousand people have registered as members of this
group and they have also set up centres of activity in foreign countries, such as: The United Arab
Emirates, Saudi Arabia, Bangladesh, Canada, Yemen, India, etc.

Many schools and theological seminaries in the Punjab province are run by this group and it has been
reported that many of the Sunni schools of Pakistan, are run under the supervision of the teachers and
staff of the Army of Companions, and as part of their programme, they train their personnel to
assassinate all opposition.
'Maulana Jhangavi was assassinated in 1990. The very same year he had participated in the national
council elections but was not elected. After him Maulana A'zam Tariq took the responsibility of leading
this group.
The Army of the Companions were supported by the Taliban militants and A'zam Tariq used to publicly
announce his support for the leader of the Taliban. He also proclaimed the prohibition of cinema and
television.
Initially, A'zam Tariq supported the Army of Jhangavi (Lashkar e Jhangavi), but in February 2003, denied
his links with it, declaring that some aggressive members of the Army of the Companions were fed up
with their peaceful movement for instituting Islamic law in the country, and had established this Army of
Jhangavi. He denied any collaboration with them henceforth.
A'zam Tariq was held responsible for leading the assassination missions of approximately 103 cases of
Shi'a leading personalities.
The source of income of this group was at times provided by the rich-extremist Sunnis from Saudi
Arabia and the Persian Gulf, and at times by the civil fanatical parties such as the "Jama'at-e-Islami"
(The Islamic Community), "Jamiat ul Ulema e Islam”(The Assembly of Islamic Clerics) and other groups
sharing the same beliefs.
The State of Pakistan decided to halt the movements of all extremist groups on August 14, 2001. Five
months after this decision, the Sahaba group (Army of Companions) were still continuing their radical
activities. Consequently Parvez Musharraf announced the activities of this group as forbidden and
attacked the group and arrested many individuals on January 12, 2002.
After this incident A'zam Tariq renewed his activities under the new title, "Islamic nation" (Millat-eIslamiyah) and received excessive sums of money from his foreign promoters. The government of
Pakistan announced this group as illegal and arrested its chief members, conﬁscated their bank
accounts and attacked the locations of their assemblies (gathering) in houses, mosques and other
places on November 15, 2003.
The government of Pakistan sentenced around 600 of those arrested to pay a ﬁne of Rs. 100,000 each,
in order to put an end to further activity by this group under a different title.
In the beginning of October 2001, "A'zam Tariq" was arrested. While in prison, he participated in the
general elections of October 2001, and was elected as an independent member of the Federal

Parliament from the Punjab and released from prison on October 30, 2001.
Only a few months after his release, he began his support for the elected government of Zafarullah Khan
Jamali and continued his extremist acts against Shi'as.
He was murdered on October 6, 2003. After his murder the security forces took positions in the region
and the next day his followers carried out his funeral with great agitation in front of the parliament
building. After that the crowd attacked shops, restaurants and a few cinemas, and set them aﬂame
causing a great deal of devastation7.

Ruthlessness In Iraq
The hard-line and extremist Wahhabis, in recent years, exceeded all limits of ruthlessness in Iraq, and
slaughtered men, women, old, young, Sunni, Shi'a, Kurd. The earth was coloured by their blood and
pieces of their bodies were scattered around streets and deserts. Not only the Muslims but all the people
of the world were astonished and terriﬁed by these brutalities and asked if they were blood-thirsty
savages. They wished to ﬁnd out what their objectives were and what religion they professed
Some insist upon associating this ruthless behaviour with the Ba'th party. This is not correct because the
method of suicide attacks was never used by the Ba'th party. This activity is only performed by the
fanatic Wahhabis who consider themselves as Muslims and the rest as idolators (Polytheist or Mushrik)
whom they are allowed to kill.

Ruthlessness In Their Own Homeland
More astonishing and terrifying than anything else is that the fanatic Wahhabis do not even show mercy
to their fellow Wahhabi compatriots and have extended the scope of ruthlessness to the state whereby,
through numerous explosions in Riyadh, Jeddah and other regions, they have slain and murdered a
group of their own innocent citizens.
In1425 AH during the Hajj, orators of Friday prayers addressed massive assemblies of Muslims, held
many debates, reproached this group, condemned their ruthless conduct and raised the slogan "No
declaring others heretics, no terrorising".8 The Saudi government was compelled to hold an important
conference against "Terrorism" (Irhab) and invite different countries to arrange and organize a plan to
campaign against it. By this action the Saudi government wanted to exonerate itself from any
involvement with them and to ﬁnd an effective means of getting rid of them.
Unfortunately, this caused the name of Islam to be associated with ruthlessness, and gave a pretext to
the enemies of Islam to defame the religion to the extent that in many countries Muslims are today
introduced as a homicide community. The fraudulent campaign of the Americans, in particular the
Zionists, helped advertise this issue, whereas Islam is a religion of peace, justice and mercy.

We all know that there are one hundred and fourteen Chapters in the holy Quran all of which, except for
one, begin with the name of the Lord of Mercy and Beneﬁcence, that refer to His All-encompassing and
All-forgiving Mercy. And that one exception is related to the declaration of war against those who broke
the peace treaty with the Muslims. The Quran tells the Prophet of Islam (S) explicitly that he was not
made cruel and hard-hearted because that would have dispersed people from around him.

{...ﻚﻟﻮ ﺣﻦﻮاْ ﻣﻧﻔَﻀﻴﻆَ اﻟْﻘَﻠْﺐِ ﻻﺎ ﻏَﻠ ﻓَﻈ ﻛﻨﺖﻟَﻮ و...}
“And had you been harsh and hardhearted, surely they would have scattered from around you”. 9
The Islamic traditions are full of such deﬁnitions of religion,"Is religion anything other than love?" 10; love
for God (swt), the Prophet (S), the righteous people and all God's creation; but the deeds of the
Wahhabis granted the worst pretext to the opposing forces to disgrace and defame Islam.

The Roots Of Ruthlessness Imbedded In The Teachings Of The
Founder Of Wahhabism
Allow me to present a very brief biography of the founder of Wahhabism through the writings of Eastern
and Western historians.
The leader of the Wahhabi creed Mohammad ibn Abdul-Wahhab was born in 1115 AH in Oyaynah, a
small town in the Hijaz and passed away in 1207. His father, one of the Hanbali juries, was also his
childhood teacher. The author of the book Ezalat-o-shobahat writes: "He was deeply inﬂuenced by Ibne-Taymiah and Ibn-e-Qayyem-e-Jawzi who both lived in the eighth century, and extracted the main
ingredients of his thoughts from them.
Many have written that his father was disturbed by his early thinking, realizing that it contained too many
ideological faults, and was worried about his future, so he constantly reproached him for his ideological
waywardness.
He travelled to Mekkah and Medinah, stayed there for a period and then went to Iran and studied alongside a scholar named Mirza Jan-e-Isfahani in Isfahan. He then went to Qom for a very short stay and
proceeded to the realm of the Othmani government in Syria and Egypt, ﬁnally returning to Najd in the
Arab peninsula to voice his beliefs.
At ﬁrst, a group opposed his views and deported him from Harimele, so he went to Ayineh. The news of
his misguided ideology reached Suleiman ibn Mohammad, the ruler of Ehsa and Qatif, and he ordered
Othman, the governer of Ayineh, to execute him, but as Othman did not want to get deﬁled by his blood,
he ordered his expulsion from the town.

At last he pleaded for refuge in the town of Dar'iyeh. The governor of the region was Mohammad ibn
Saud of the Ghanizeh tribe. Shaikh Mohammad met him and presented his ideology to him goading him
with the hope that, with his assistance, he could dominate the whole of the Najd region.
Mohammad ibn Saud, the ancestor of the Saudi kings, felt that he could beneﬁt from the presence of
Mohammad ibn Abdul-Wahhab to expand his territorial control, because he had gathered around him a
large crowd of enthusiastic and passionate youths who were committed to him and were being prepared
by ibn Saud as a force to achieve his ambitions.
Ibn-Saud promised to support and defend the Shaikh under two conditions. Firstly, the Shaikh must not
have any contact with anybody except him, and secondly to still receive that funding that he received
every year from the people of Dariyeh! The Shaikh accepted the ﬁrst and rejected the second obliquely
and said: "Hopefully many conquests and great spoils, more than the funding of Dariyeh, become your
fortune".
However it shouldn’t be forgotten that the spoils Shaikh Mohammad was expecting were in the ﬁrst place
the wealth of the Muslims of the Hijaz, Mekkah and Medinah and, thereafter, other Muslim countries who
did not obey him, because he regarded everybody except his followers as idolaters and considered their
blood and wealth as admissible.
The followers of Mohammad ibn Abdul-Wahhab attacked different towns of the Hijaz, accompanied by
large scale massacres, bloodshed and plunder to propagate Wahhabism, or in fact, for power through
conquest. After the death of Mohammad ibn Abdul-Wahhab the kings of Saud continued with his
scheme and extended the circle of their reign, dominating the whole of Najd and the Hijaz.
Amongst the most horrendous actions recorded in the history of Wahhabism, also confessed by the
Wahhabi historians, was the horrendous massacre of the people of "Ta'ef". More horrifying than that was
the massacre of the people of Iraq and Karbala. The Wahhabis, since 1216 AH, under the pretext of
spreading their deﬁnition of Tawhid attacked Najaf and Karbala several times.
Many of the people of Karbala visited Najaf as a pilgrimage to Imam Ali’s Shrine (‘as). The Saudis made
a surprise attack on Karbala, pulled down the city-walls, entered the city, murdered thousands of people
in the streets and markets, irrespective of whether they were women and children, and plundered
whatever they found in their way. They attacked Imam Husain's Shrine (‘as), which was decorated with
innumerable pieces of exquisite craftsmanship, ravaged the shrine and took all the ornaments and
precious materials with them.
Some have reported one hundred and ﬁfty thousand dead! Streams of blood ﬂowed in the streets of
Karbala, and the interesting part is that they call this deed 'Striving in the way of Allah to spread ‘Tawhid'
in a Muslim country!
The events of Karbala are reported by many historians. You can refer for details to The history of the

Arabian Saudi State, written by the oriental scholar Nasi Lif, and Miftah al-Karamah by Sayyid Jawad
Ameli, and other books written on this topic.11
In any case, Mohammad ibn Abdul-Wahhab has written several concise books in which he has openly
mentioned his beliefs. He was barely literate and possessed little knowledge of the Islamic sciences
because he had never studied in the main Islamic seminaries and alongside the great scholars of the
past. Because of this, his belief system was extremely ﬂawed and erroneous. Unfortunately, he insisted
upon the mistakes pointed out to him by scholars.
One of his books is called Kashf al-Shubuhat (Unveiling doubts). This small book is written to answer
the criticism leveled against him by mostly Sunni scholars. 12
The following points constitute the belief system of the Wahhabis and are sufﬁcient to show where the
roots of ruthlessness originated from:
1) Muhammad bin Abdul-Wahhab had an erroneous concept of Tawhid (monotheism) and Shirk13
(Polytheism). He regarded all those who beseech intercession from the Prophet of Islam (S) besides
their Lord –when it complies very explicitly with the Quran and Hadith – as inﬁdels (Kaﬁr) and Polytheists
(Mushrik) and considers their life, wealth and women as admissible.
For sure all the Muslims, including both Shi'a and Sunni seek intercession from the Holy Prophet (S)
besides Allah (swt), and so their lives, wealth and women are permissible to the Wahhabis!
2) They have gone even further than that and state explicitly: For two reasons the believers of our era
are worse than the disbelievers of the era of the Holy Prophet (S), whom His Holiness (S) fought
against.
Firstly, the disbelievers of the Prophet's (S) era resorted to other than God only while they were in a
state of repose, but -according to the Quranic Verses- they called sincerely upon God only whilst they
were ensnared by a calamity (for instance when they were trapped in turbulent sea waves).

ﻢذَا ﻫِ اﺮ اﻟْﺒَﻟ اﻢﺎﻫﺎ ﻧَﺠ ﻓَﻠَﻤ اﻟﺪِّﻳﻦ ﻟَﻪﻴﻦﺼﺨْﻠ ﻣﻪﯘا اﻟﻋ اﻟْﻔُﻠْﻚ دﻮا ﻓﻛﺒذَا ر}ﻓَﺎ
{َﺸْﺮِﻛﻮنﻳ
"when they board the ships they invoke Allah putting exclusive faith in Him, but when He delivers
them to land, behold, they ascribe partness [to Him]" 14
But the disbelievers (polytheists) of our age resort to other than God in the two states together, both at
comfort and calamity.

Secondly the polytheists of the un-enlightenment15 (Jāhiliyyah) epoch worshipped wood and stone,
which were the creations of and obedient to God, but the disbelievers of our age worship wrongdoers (it
seems that they are referring to some of the Suﬁ Priests)16 so their blood, wealth and women are even
more certainly admissible.
3) Another example of their ruthlessness is the discourteous manner in which they address the group of
prominent Sunni scholars during discussions, using offensive and rude names, for instance:
Oh you disbeliever! 17 ((أﻳﻬﺎ اﻟﻤﺸﺮك
Enemies of God! ( (18ﻪاﻋﺪاءاﻟ
The disbelievers have some other doubt! 19

ﻟﻠﻤﺸﺮﻛﻴﻦ ﺷﺒﻬﺔ أﺧﺮی
Those ignorant disbelievers! 20

(ﺎل)ﻫـﺆﻻء اﻟﻤﺸﺮﻛﻴﻦ اﻟﺠﻬ
The enemies of Tawheed (monotheism)! (21 (اﻋﺪاء اﻟﺘﻮﺣﻴﺪ
One illiterate and unlearned individual prevails over one thousand scholars of disbelievers (Muslims who
believe in intercession Shafāah)!22
The leader of this creed has attained very little from the Islamic sciences and it appears that being
annoyed by the criticism of great scholars, he addresses them by various offensive names and accuses
everyone of ignorance, polytheism shirk and disbelief, whereas the Holy Quran states explicitly:

ﺎةﻴ اﻟْﺤضﺮﺘَﻐُﻮنَ ﻋﻨﺎً ﺗَﺒﻣﻮ ﻣﺖ ﻟَﺴمﻼ اﻟﺴﻢﻟَﻴ اَﻟْﻘ اﻦﻤ ﺗَﻘُﻮﻟُﻮاْ ﻟﻻو...}
{...ﺎاﻟﺪﱡﻧْﻴ
"Do not say to someone who offers you peace, 'You are not a believer', seeking the transitory
wares of the life of this world"23

Green Light To Ruthlessness
Considering the above it can be understood why the Taliban, Al-Qa'idah and other fanatic Wahhabis
easily shed the blood of other Muslims in different parts of the world and raid their properties. The
massacre by the Taliban in Afghanistan has mostly been of Muslims, (including both Sunni and Shiah)
and the blindfolded killings and assassinations by Al-Qa'idah and fanatic Wahhabis in Pakistan and Iraq
have all been of Muslims.
Who caused these groups to be so relentless? The same individual who said non-Wahhabis are
polytheists and declared admissible (Mubāh) the lives and properties of polytheists (disbelievers). It isn’t
surprising that the blood they have shed has mainly been Muslim blood and all the wealth that was
raided, the wealth of Muslims.

Ruthlessness And A Raging Strike To The Pillars Of Islam
Throughout history no one has caused more harm to Islam than the fanatic Wahhabis, the Islam that has
been a religion of mercy and compassion, that advises man to begin every deed in the name of the most
Merciful and Compassionate;24a religion that states that even if disbelievers approach you to question
you about Islam give them shelter so that they hear the Quranic Verses, then deliver them safely to their
homes (whether they embrace Islam or not);25 a religion that urges man to show kindness in turn for
meanness so that the stubborn enemies would become pliant and befriend them;26 a religion that asks;
"Is religion anything other than loving each other?"27
They presented such an exquisite religion (Islam) so formidably that made both friend and enemy weary
of it!
The true essence of Islam is always prepared to perform its job and make human beings "Enter Allah's
religion in throngs"28 group by group, but unfortunately, the acts of this ruthless and fanatic group have
become a threat to the spread of Islam and Muslims globally.
Oh Lord! Bestow your guidance upon them!

Strange Contradiction
Their government that has come to power under the patronage of this creed, has established political,
economic and cultural relations with all the countries of the world – Islamic and non-Islamic countries –
denoting that they are friends with all the disbelievers (polytheists)!
Furthermore, they have transformed the whole of Mecca and Medina into a concentre of the most
beautiful hotels to entertain the Muslim Polytheists who come every year to perform Hajj and Umrah and
are served with immense hospitality!? Why? You see, these Polytheists ﬁll their treasury.

The Holy Quran asserts that Polytheists are unclean (Najes) and permission to enter Masjid-ul-Haraam
(The holy Mosque in Mecca) is forbidden to them, even if poverty is feared, for the Lord will sustain the
believers out of His grace.

ﻬِﻢﺎﻣﺪَ ﻋﻌ ﺑامﺮﺠِﺪَ اﻟْﺤﺴﻮاْ اﻟْﻤﺑﻘْﺮ ﻳ ﻓَﻼﺲﻮنَ ﻧَﺠﺸْﺮِﻛﺎ اﻟْﻤﻧﱠﻤﻨُﻮاْ ا آﻣﺎ اﻟﱠﺬِﻳﻦﻬﻳﺎ ا}ﻳ
{ﻴﻢ ﺣﻴﻢﻠ ﻋﻪنﱠ اﻟ ان ﺷَﺎء اﻪﻠﻦ ﻓَﻀ ﻣﻪ اﻟﻢﻴﻐْﻨ ﻳفﻮﻠَﺔً ﻓَﺴﻴ ﻋﻔْﺘُﻢنْ ﺧاﺬَا وﻫ
"O you who have faith: the Polytheists are indeed unclean: so let them not approach the Holy
Mosque after this year. Should you fear poverty, Allah will enrich you out of His grace, if He
wishes. Indeed Allah is all-knowing all-Wise." 29
How come the same polytheists happen to become monotheists and are received warmly with love and
compassion as "Guests of God"30, with major and minor lending them their homes?!

We Declare Unequivocally
The undersigned, as a servant of the Islamic sciences, states loudly and clearly that this Wahhabi sketch
of Islam is not by any means true Islam. It is a personal perception of individuals who have little
knowledge of the Islamic sciences and a unanimous majority of the Islamic clerics are opposed to that.
In the ﬁnal section of this book we will clarify through explicit Quranic Verses and Islamic traditions their
mistaken perception so that the moderate individuals amongst them who feel duty-bound to logic and
reasoning can know that the straight path lies elsewhere.
I would request everyone to join hands and call out with one voice that this little fanatic group does not
represent true Islam. It is obvious that such an ideology cannot survive in the world today, and is on the
decline. We must present Islam which is a religion of mercy in its true essence so that it is accepted and
can continue its evolution in the world and inﬂuence minds and hearts.
More peculiar than anything else is that the ruthlessness of this group controls the government that they
themselves brought to power (the government of the descendants of Saud31) and has set up horrifying
assassinations in the Saudi kingdom. The Saudi government has confessed to their being a threat to its
citizens and has decided to restrain them. It has reconsidered the teachings of Wahhabi religious
schools, and has displaced radical fanatics from leading the mosques, which itself is another sign of the
end of Wahhabism, as it now has no place even where it came into being.
1. – Mao Zedong December 26, 1893 – September 9, 1976) (also Mao Gi-dong in Wade-Giles transliteration) was a
Chinese Marxist military and political leader and writer, who led the Communist Party of China (CPC) to victory against the
Kuomintang (KMT) in the Chinese Civil War, leading to the establishment of the People’s Republic of China on October 1,
1949 in Beijing.
2. – Leonid Ilyich Brezhnev (January 1, 1907– November 10, 1982) was the effective ruler of the Soviet Union from 1964 to

1982, at ﬁrst in partnership with others. He was General Secretary of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union from 1964 to
1982, and was twice Chairman of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet (head of state), from 1960 to 1964 and from 1977 to
1982.
3. – Josip Broz Tito (May 7, 1892 – May 4, 1980) was the leader of Yugoslavia between the end of World War II and his
death in 1980.
4. – Enver Hoxha [en-vehr hoj-e] (October 16, 1908–April 11, 1985) was the communist leader of Albania from the end of
World War II until his death.
5. – End of Marxism's life", pg 10,11- this book as mentioned above was published in year 1360 (according to the SolarPersian calendar) approximately ten years before the disintegration of Soviet Union and was published by "Nasl-e-Javan"
publication.
6. – Obtained from popular Sites and Journals of the world.
7. – Extracted from popular global media and the Encyclopedia of Encarta.
8. – ﻔﻴﺮ وﻻ اﻹرﻫﺎبﻻ اﻟﺘ.
9. – Surah Al-e-Imran: 159.
10. – ﻫﻞ اﻟﺪﻳﻦ إﻻ اﻟﺤﺐ؟
11. –  ﺗﺎرﻳﺦ ﻧﺠﺪ ﻋﻨﻮان اﻟﻤﺠﺪ ﻓ، ﺗﺎرﻳﺦ اﻟﻌﺮﺑﻴﺔ اﻟﺴﻌﻮدﻳﺔ،ﺔ اﻟﺴﻌﻮدﻳﺔﺗﺎرﻳﺦ اﻟﻤﻤﻠ.
12. – Amongst those who have written expositions to this thesis is Mohammad-ibn-Saleh Al-Othaimin (ﻣﺤﻤﺪ اﺑﻦ ﺻﺎﻟﺢ
)اﻟﻌﺜﻴﻤﻴﻦ, who was relatively moderate and intellectual but unfortunately, either due to the threat of losing his position or for
dissimulation ()ﺗﻘﻴﻪ, tried to become the justiﬁer.
13. – Associating other deities with God.
14. – Surah Al-Ankabut 29:65.
15. – Pre-Islamic Arabian age of ignorance.
16. – He says:
 اﻟﺮﺧﺎء و أﻪ إﻻ ﻓﺔ واﻻوﻟﻴﺎء و اﻻوﺛﺎن ﻣﻊ اﻟﻟﻴﻦ ﻻ ﻳﺸﺮﻛﻮن و ﻻ ﻳﺪﻋﻮن اﻟﻤﻼﺋ انّ اﻻو: اﺣﺪﻫﻤﺎ، ﻣﻦ ﺷﺮك اﻫﻞ زﻣﺎﻧﻨﺎ ﺑﺄﻣﺮﻳﻦﻟﻴﻦ أﺧﻒاﻋﻠﻢ أن ﺷﺮك اﻻو
و اﻫﻞ زﻣﺎﻧﻨﺎ...ﻪﺑﻴﻦ ﻋﻨﺪاﻟﻪ اﻧﺎﺳﺎً ﻣﻘﺮﻟﻴﻦ ﻳﺪﻋﻮن ﻣﻊ اﻟ أن اﻻو: { اﻻﻣﺮ اﻟﺜﺎﻧ... اﻟﻔﻠﻚ }ﻓﺈذا رﻛﺒﻮا ﻓ:ﻪ اﻟﺪﻋﺎء ﻛﻤﺎ ﻗﺎل ﺗﻌﺎﻟﻣﺎ اﻟﺸﺪة ﻓﻴﺨﻠﺼﻮن ﻟ
100  ﺻﻔﺤﺔ، )ﺷﺮح ﻛﺸﻒ اﻟﺸﺒﻬﺎت.)ﻳﺪﻋﻮن اﻧﺎﺳﺎً ﻣﻦ اﻓﺴﻖ اﻟﻨﺎس
17. – Exposition to Kashf al-Shobahat Pg. (77 (ﺷﺮح ﻛﺸﻒ اﻟﺸﺒﻬﺎت.
18. – Ibid, Pg 79.
19. – Ibid, Pg 109.
20. – Ibid, Pg 120.
21. – Ibid, Pg 65.
22. – Ibid, Pg 68.
23. – Surah Nisa 4: 94.
24. – Every affair in which the name of Allah is not mentioned is indeed futile.
461  ﺻﻔﺤﺔ،۱ ﺟﻠﺪ،ﻪ ﻓﻬﻮ أﺑﺘﺮ )ﺗﻔﺴﻴﺮ اﻟﺒﻴﺎن أﻣﺮٍ ذي ﺑﺎلٍ ﻟﻢ ﻳﺬﻛﺮ ﻓﻴﻪ اﺳﻢ اﻟ)ﻛﻞ
25. –Surah Tawbah 9: 6.
26. – Surah Fosselat 41:34.
27. – "Khesal" ( )ﺧﺼﺎلby Sadooq ()ﺻﺪوقPg 21 (Narrated from Imam Al-Sadiq )ﻫﻞ اﻟﺪﻳﻦ إﻻ اﻟﻤﺤﺒﺔ.
28. – Surah Nasr 110:2 (ًﻪ أﻓﻮاﺟﺎ دﻳﻦ اﻟ)ﻳﺪﺧﻠﻮن ﻓ.
29. – Surah Tawbah 9:28.
30. – ﺿﻴﻮف اﻟﺮﺣﻤﻦ.
31. – آل ﺳﻌﻮد.

Islam has decreed that cooperation of different Islamic sects with one another must only be through
friendly and logical discussions, more so with non-Muslims:

نﱠ اﻦﺴﺣ ا ﻫﻢ ﺑِﺎﻟﱠﺘﺎدِﻟْﻬﺟ وﻨَﺔﺴ اﻟْﺤﻈَﺔﻋﻮاﻟْﻤ وﺔﻤِﻚَ ﺑِﺎﻟْﺤﺑ رﺒِﻴﻞ ﺳَﻟعُ ا}اد
{ﺘَﺪِﻳﻦﻬ ﺑِﺎﻟْﻤﻠَﻢﻋ اﻮﻫ وﻪﺒِﻴﻠﻦ ﺳ ﻋﻞﻦ ﺿ ﺑِﻤﻠَﻢﻋ اﻮﻚَ ﻫﺑر
"Invite to the way of your Lord with wisdom and good advice and dispute with them in a manner
that is best. Indeed your Lord knows best those who stray from His way, and He knows best
those who are guided."1
And He also remarks:

ﻨﱠﺎﻗُﻮﻟُﻮا آﻣ وﻢﻨْﻬﻮا ﻣ ﻇَﻠَﻤ اﻟﱠﺬِﻳﻦ اﻦﺴﺣ ا ﻫ ﺑِﺎﻟﱠﺘﺘَﺎبِ اْ اﻟﻞﻫﺎدِﻟُﻮا ا ﺗُﺠ}و
{َﻮنﻤﻠﺴ ﻣ ﻟَﻪﻦﻧَﺤﺪٌ واﺣ وﻢﻟَﻬاﻨَﺎ وﻟَﻬا وﻢﻟَﻴ اﻧﺰِلاﻨَﺎ وﻟَﻴ اﻧﺰِلﺑِﺎﻟﱠﺬِي ا
"Do not dispute with the people of the Book except in a manner which is best, barring such of
them as are wrongdoers, and say, 'We believe in that which has been sent down to us and has
been sent down to you; our God and your God is one (and the same), and to Him do we submit."2
Islam does not permit anyone to address the opposing faction by titles such as "ignorant polytheists",
"enemies of God", "enemies of Tawheed (monotheism)"; to consider oneself as the axis of Islam, and to
strike all and sundry with allegations of disbelief and polytheism, an act done ferociously in most of the
books published by this community.
All Muslims share common principles in Islamic teachings and beliefs, and all the Islamic scholars,
despite deviating interpretations of certain principles, share common doctrines in canonical matters.
These differences in opinion should not cause disputes, frays and bloodshed; they should rather,
through logical reasoning and proper dialogue and discourse, harmonise ways of thinking.
The fanatic Wahhabis (the Salaﬁs) oppose this logical and fair Islamic rationale. They believe that they
must enforce their perceptions in polytheistic and monotheistic matters (Shirk and Tāwhid) on others,
even if it is achieved by bloodshed and plundering of property, proofs of which are present in the books
of the founders of this faith.
When we tell their scholars that if you are erudite, we are also erudite and we are more educated than
you, and have authored more books than you have. If you are clergymen (Mujtahid) 3 we are too
clergymen, the scholars in Al-Azhar and the seminaries of Damascus, Jordan and other countries have
many clergymen amongst them. Why should others be compelled to accept your beliefs (on the issue of
Monotheism and Polytheism) which are undoubtedly ﬂawed in our view? They insist that what they say
is Islam!!

What is their advantage over other Islamic scholars that they intend to enforce their belief on them, and
why do they beat others with lashes?! They have no logical answer.
Apparently they assume they sit on the peak of knowledge and piety and everybody else has fallen into
the abyss of ignorance.
This is something that nobody favors in today's world and there is no place for it amongst the Muslims. It
is for this reason that we claim they are at the end of their term in this world.

A Bitter Memory!
I cannot forget the ﬁrst years of being blessed to visit the house of God, when I saw a very strange
scene in Medina that left me deeply pondering. A group called "The Commanders to virtue" (form the
fanatic Wahhabis) with long beards had surrounded the Prophet's (S) shrine. Each one was holding a
whip in hand and anybody who approached the shrine of the Prophet (S) to kiss it was whipped and told:
"This sepulchre is nothing more than a piece of iron and wood, what you are doing is Shirk!
(Polytheism)." 4
They did not realise that no rational being kisses wood and iron for being wood or iron, rather, such
conduct is a symbolic act for expressing devotion, love and passion towards the owner of the grave, just
as all Muslims, including the Wahhabis themselves, kiss the cover of the Holy Quran whether it is made
of leather, cardboard, cloth or wood.
Is the expression of love and devotion for the Holy Quran and the Holy Prophet (S) shirk? No logic and
rationale agrees with such belief.
All the people in the world kiss the ﬂag of their country and show respect to it. Is their intention to
express devotion towards a worthless piece of cloth which was part of a bolt, a piece of which has
become a ﬂag and the rest turned into shirts and trousers? Certainly not! Their aspiration is to show
respect to the independence of their country and that is an exempliﬁcation of patriotism.5 Is there
someone who considers respect towards his homeland and soil as Shirk?!
Interesting is that all the Wahhabis show respect towards Hajar-ul-Aswad (the Black stone) and kiss it.
When we say: this is nothing but a stone and our destiny does not lie in its hands, they reply: "The Holy
Prophet (S) used to kiss it so we follow his tradition and kiss it!"
We say: Do you mean that the Holy Prophet (S) gave you permission to commit Shirk (Polytheism), and
this is an exception so it is a kind of permissible Shirk (polytheism), or rather kissing it is not Shirk?

They Remain Silent For They Have No Answer
We proclaim that all of you kiss the "cover of the Quran" and regard this as a permissible act of respect.
What is a piece of leather and cardboard worth that you kiss it?
They reply: The intention is to express affection and respect towards the Quran!
We say: Is this not considered to be Shirk?
They reply: The companions of the Holy Prophet (S) used to kiss the Quran.6
We say: Has His Holiness (S) given you permission to become polytheists? Even though it is impossible
for the cause of polytheism to encounter an exception:

ِ ﻓَﻘَﺪﻪﺸْﺮِكْ ﺑِﺎﻟﻦ ﻳﻣ وﺸَﺎءﻦ ﻳﻤﻚَ ﻟونَ ذَﻟﺎ د ﻣﺮﻐْﻔﻳ وكَ ﺑِﻪﺸْﺮن ﻳ اﺮﻐْﻔ ﻳ ﻻﻪنﱠ اﻟ}ا
{ﺎﻴﻤﻈﺎ ﻋﺛْﻤى ااﻓْﺘَﺮ
"Indeed Allah does not forgive that any partner should be ascribed to Him, but He forgives
anything besides that to whomever He wishes. And whoever ascribes partners to Allah has
indeed fabricated [a lie] in great sinfulness." 7
The annulment of Shirk (polytheism) is purely a rational decree which does not allow exception. They
have no answer to offer. In short, they are submerged in a vortex of contradictions.

The Main Duty Of The Custodians Of The House Of God
The Holy Places and the Sacred House of God belong to all the Muslims of the world:

 َﺪﺋاﻟْﻘَﻼ وﺪْياﻟْﻬ وامﺮ اﻟْﺤﺮاﻟﺸﱠﻬﻠﻨﱠﺎسِ وّﺎ ﻟﺎﻣﻴ ﻗامﺮ اﻟْﺤﺖﻴﺔَ اﻟْﺒﺒﻌْ اﻟﻪ اﻟﻞﻌ}ﺟ
ءَ ﺷﻞِ ﺑﻪنﱠ اﻟاضِ ور اﻻﺎ ﻓﻣاتِ وﺎوﻤ اﻟﺴﺎ ﻓ ﻣﻠَﻢﻌ ﻳﻪنﱠ اﻟﻮاْ اﻠَﻤﺘَﻌﻚَ ﻟذَﻟ
{ﻴﻢﻠﻋ
"Allah has made the Ka'bah, the sacred House, a [means of] sustenance for mankind, and [also]
the sacred month, the offering and the garlands, so that you may know that Allah knows
whatever there is in the heavens and whatever there is in the earth, and that Allah has knowledge
of all things." 8

Every individual from near and remote should beneﬁt equally from the house of God;

{...ِﺎداﻟْﺒ وﻴﻪ ﻓﻒﺎﻛ اﻟْﻌاءﻮﺳ...}
"The native and the visitor are equal therein." 9
Thus the responsibility of the custodians of the House of Ka'bah is only to establish order and security
and provide the required facilities to the pilgrims, not to designate this Islamic centre as a base for
preaching their creed and enforcing their beliefs on others.
They have no right to enforce on the pilgrims their speciﬁc perceptions on Islamic matters which oppose
the knowledge (Ijtīhad)10 and conceptions of the scholars of other countries. Even in the era of
Ignorance11 the job of the custodians was nothing more than what is referred to in the Holy Quran;
providing water to Hajj pilgrims and the maintenance of the Holy Mosque:

{...امﺮﺠِﺪِ اﻟْﺤﺴةَ اﻟْﻤﺎرﻤﻋ وﺎجﺔَ اﻟْﺤﻘَﺎﻳ ﺳﻠْﺘُﻢﻌﺟ}ا
"Do you regard the providing of water to hajj pilgrims and the maintenance of the Holy
Mosque…"12
Therefore if the scholars of this region have a particular view on the issue of Tawheed (Monotheism),
they have no right to enforce their belief on others, especially when other great Muslim scholars consider
these perceptions as invalid. For example this group regards as blasphemy13 the "seeking of
intercession"14 from the Messenger of God (S) inferring that he intercedes for the servants whereas,
others note this as perfect Tawheed. Often they regard something as Heresy while others consider it a
tradition.
The Wahhabis, nor any other group, has the right to impose their thoughts and perceptions on others. I
stress this point: they must only deal with the order, security and maintainence of this holy place, not
designate it to a centre for preaching their creed, and it is interesting that the king of Saudi Arabia deems
himself as the 'Servant of the Two Holy Shrines' not the 'ruler of the Two Holy Shrines'. How come
the scholars of the Salaﬁ (extremists) Wahhabis regard themselves as the "rulers of the Two
Shrines"15 even though they believe that obedience to their Rulers16 is compulsory for them.
Of course, they must prevent acts that are prohibited according to the consensus of the scholars of
Islam. In brief, the enforcement of thought by a small group who are on a lower level of knowledge, on
the majority of the Muslims is not rationally acceptable. However, the fanatic Salaﬁes use the worse
kinds of methods to impose their ideology upon the pilgrims, which is very unfortunate.

The Worse Form Of Imposing Belief!
The fanatic Wahhabis have recently written some books rejecting some of the Islamic creeds and
distributed them amongst the pilgrims. They are books with indecent language and obscene terminology,
containing all sorts of lies and slander, accusing others of polytheism (shirk) and blasphemy. This is in a
state where if only one logical and polite answer was written to these hideous books, it was practically
impossible for them to allow the publication of even one edition of those books.
Is this the meaning signiﬁed in the following Holy Verse?

{...ﻨَﻪﺴﺣﻮنَ اﺘﱠﺒِﻌ ﻓَﻴلﻮنَ اﻟْﻘَﻮﻌﺘَﻤﺴ ﻳﺎدِ * اﻟﱠﺬِﻳﻦﺒ ﻋﺮّﺸﻓَﺒ...}
"So give good news to my servants- who listen to the word [of Allah] and follow the best [sense]
of it." 17
It is clear that such a creed with such a culture has no place in today's world where respect towards
other people's beliefs, according to intellectuals, is of signiﬁcant value. This very fact has prepared the
grounds for the isolation and fall of this creed, because no Muslim can tolerate allegations of being
polytheists and inﬁdels, that the custodians of the House of God openly declare them as.
The Prophet’s (S) shrine and the graves in Baqī belong to all Muslims and their guardians are only
responsible for establishing order and security, providing the required facilities and preventing that which
is against the consensus of all Muslims, and nothing more.
They must respect the beliefs of all Muslims of the world and refrain from profanity and disparaging
remarks about their sacred adherence and not over extend themselves, as neither God nor the Servant
of God (S) are pleased with that nor has this act any laudable aftermath.
The secure Abode of God must remain secure at all costs. What sort of security is that when nonWahhabi Muslims put a foot forward and back they must be accused of blasphemy!?
I can never forget my ﬁrst visit to the House of God, when I saw a group of Muslims from different
countries wanting to kiss the rostrum of the Prophet (S) and enraged the police. One agent of the
"instructors to virtue" stood and uttered this profanity:
"I swear to God that it is permissible to attack this group with the sword (and shed their blood!)" 18
What is the difference?! You kiss the cover of the Holy Quran and they kiss the rostrum that was for
years the position of guidance and indoctrination of the Holy Prophet (S) of Islam. Why do you issue the
decree for their murder and not for your own followers?!

You consider this act as heresy19 but yours as a rite20. Now we understand why the Taliban and AlQa'idah, who are the same extremist Wahhabis, killed in just one explosion one hundred and ﬁfty
innocent people and cause injury to three hundred, amongst which are children, infants, women and the
elderly in Najaf (two years ago). These are the painful and bitter results of misguided ways of thinking
which has damaged the image of Islam in the world and has made their foothold insecure, even in the
Saudi kingdom, which has been their place of origin.
Can such an ideology survive?!

The Intellectual And Moderate Wahhabis
Recently some trends towards moderation and signals of reappraisal of past ideas have been seen from
both the Saudi government and from some intellectual Wahhabi scholars. This trend is extremely
ﬁrmfooted, so, it is hoped dialogue and discourse will soon replace dispute, war, dissension, slander and
accusations of blasphemy and polytheism. Although this has not yet become a universal practice but
numerous cases indicate the budding of this auspicious sapling.
The news received is that some of the Shia clerics of the Hijaz (Saudi Arabia) have sat for dialogue with
some of the moderate Wahhabi scholars and their declarations broadcasted in some of the public media.
This is exactly what the fanatical Wahhabis consider as blasphemy and heresy and are so angry about.
They deem it the decline of their convoluted system of Islam, whereas, if this amicable rule of conduct,
that orders Muslims to "discuss in a manner which is best"21, becomes universal, Islam will get rid of the
aggressivists and the ground will be paved for the true image of Islam to take root in the world, an Islam
in which logic, reason and friendly discussion will replace excommunication, insult, bloodshed and
plunder, and Islam in the Hejaz will return to its true path.
A group of moderate writers of this country have traversed this route mounting their pens. For instance a
scholar by the name Yousef-ibn-Alavī22 has recently authored a book titled "Ideas- that Need to be
Re-examined and Corrected"23.
This book is regarded as one of the wonders of its kind and we hope to explore it, God willing, at the end
of this book.
1. – Surah Al-Nahl 16:125.
2. – Surah Ankabut 29:46.
3. – ()ﻣﺠﺘﻬﺪA clergyman practicing religious jurisprudence, who has the authority to deduce religious rulings from divine law.
4. – (!)ﻫﺬا ﺣﺪﻳﺪ ﻫﺬا ﺧﺸﺐ و ﻫﺬا ﺷﺮك.
5. Saﬁnat-ul-Bihar ()ﺳﻔﻴﻨﺔ اﻟﺒﺤﺎر, under the root word ( وﻃﻦhomeland), it is reported in a tradition from Imam Ali (A) that he
said: The prosperity of nation states is through the love towards homelands (ِ اﻷوﻃﺎنﺐﻠﺪانَ ﺑﺤ اﻟﺒﺮتﻤ )ﻋMizan-ul-Hikmah,
Volume 4, page 3566. In the course of prophet's immigration from Mekkah to Medina a seemly tradition has been reported
in al-Dor-ul-Manthoor ( )اﻟﺪر اﻟﻤﻨﺜﻮرVolume 1, page 300.
6. – In the Kuwaiti Encyclopedia, under root word Taqbil ( )ﺗﻘﺒﻴﻞwe read: it is prominent amongst the Hanbalies ( )ﺣﻨﺎﺑﻠﻪand
also Hanaﬁes ( )ﺣﻨﻔﻴﻪthat kissing of the Quran is permissible and it is narrated from Omar that he kissed the Quran every

morning and it is also narrated from Othman that he used to kiss the Quran and wipe it on his face.
7. – Surah Nisa 4:48.
8. – Surah Ma'idah 5:97.
9. – Surah Hajj 22:25.
10. – اﺟﺘﻬﺎد.
11. – ﻋﺼﺮ اﻟﺠﺎﻫﻠﻴﺔ.
12. – Surah Tawbah 9:19.
13. – ﻛﻔﺮ.
14. – ﺷﻔﺎﻋﺔ.
15. – ﺣﺎﻛﻢ اﻟﺤﺮﻣﻴﻦ.
16. – وﻻة اﻷﻣﺮ.
17. – Surah Zumar 39:17 & 18.
18. – ﻪ ﻳﺠﻮز ﻗﺘﺎل ﻫﺆﻻء ﺑﺎﻟﺴﻴﻒواﻟ.
19. – ﺑﺪﻋﺔ.
20. – ﺳﻨﺔ.
21. –  أﺣﺴﻦ ﻫﺟﺪال ﺑﺎﻟﺘ.
22. – Yousef-ibn-Alavi is one of the respected and inﬂuential scholars of Mekkah who had a large seminary and has
recently passed away. He has authored different kinds of books which have attracted the attention of many researchers,
amongst them is the book "Ideas" ()ﻣﻔﺎﻫﻴﻢ.
23. – ﻣﻔﺎﻫﻴﻢ ﻳﺠﺐ ان ﺗﺼﺤﺢ.

Fanaticism today is referred to "extreme beliefs or behaviour in connection with something", whether it is
about origin and return, about an ethical issue, some kind of custom and tradition of a nation or
community, or even in defense of a particular individual.
The Commander of believers, Ali (‘as) in the Nahj-ul-Balaghah1in the sermon of Disparagement2 has
divided fanaticism into two types: positive and praised fanaticism, negative and forbidden fanaticism.
Regarding negative fanaticism he mentions Iblis's fanaticism that prevented him from prostrating before
Adam. The Holy Imam (‘as) calls him the leader of fanatics of all creation, and asserts:
"The enemy of God (Iblis) is the leader of all fanatics and fore-runner of the haughty." 3
And regarding the praised fanaticism, he states:
"In case you cannot escape fanaticism, let your fanaticism be for noble attributes and praiseworthy acts"4
Despicable fanaticism has always been linked with ideological obduracy, unilateral perspectives and
irrational pre-judgments, and has always been – especially in our era – the cause for hatred and
underdevelopment. An indication of this kind of fanaticism is taking implacable and extreme stands,
occasionally appealing to bloodshed and plunder, humiliating others, and resorting to obscene, hottempered and offensive phrases. Such fanatics grant no value to other people's views, have no ears for
the reasoning of their opposition, and are disdainful and proud people.

All this is observed in the statements and actions of Extremist Wahhabis and unfortunately, also in the
books of the leader of this group. Samples of their behavior are evident from the fact that on the slightest
pretext they call Muslims Disbelievers or Polytheists: Mushrik and consider their blood and property
permissible.
Those who address the scholars and esteemed individuals of its opposition as "ignorant" and greet them
with "Oh you polytheist5, and regard whoever refuses to accept their beliefs as targets, can they ever be
ready for logical discussions and dialogue or "debate in a manner which is best"?
The Holy Quran does not consider fanatics, who have no ears for other people's opinions, amongst the
pious servants of God, as He says:

ﻪ اﻟﻢﺪَاﻫ ﻫﻚَ اﻟﱠﺬِﻳﻦﻟَﺌو اﻨَﻪﺴﺣﻮنَ اﺘﱠﺒِﻌ ﻓَﻴلﻮنَ اﻟْﻘَﻮﻌﺘَﻤﺴ ﻳﺎدِ* اﻟﱠﺬِﻳﻦﺒ ﻋﺮّﺸﻓَﺒ...}
{ِﺎبﻟْﺒﻟُﻮا او اﻢﻚَ ﻫﻟَﺌواو
"So give good news to my servants - who listen to the word [of Allah] and follow the best [sense]
of it. They are the ones whom Allah has guided, and it is they who possess intellect." 6
The Holy Quran severely condemns those who put their ﬁngers in their ears during the summons of the
previous prophets and reveals Noah's (as) complaint to the Almighty:

ﻢﻬﺎﺑﻴا ﺛﺘَﻐْﺸَﻮاﺳ وﻬِﻢ آذَاﻧ ﻓﻢﻬﺎﺑِﻌﺻﻠُﻮا اﻌ ﺟﻢ ﻟَﻬﺮﺘَﻐْﻔ ﻟﻢﺗُﻬﻮﻋﺎ دﻠﱠﻤ ﻛّﻧا}و
{اﺎرﺒﺘوا اﺳﺮﺒَﺘاﺳوا وﺮﺻاو
"Indeed whenever I have summoned them, so that You might forgive them, they have put their
ﬁngers into their ears and drawn their cloaks over their heads, and they persist [in their unfaith],
and are disdainful in [their] arrogance." 7
In the past, in Saudi Arabia, every kind of logical, rational, scientiﬁc criticism of the Wahhabi creed was
banned, and a severe censorship on the entry of any kind of book even from Islamic countries like Egypt
was and is still disallowed. Anything, besides this principle, is exceptional.
Obviously, they will never relent from their state of obduracy nor ever gain from the logical criticism
which could help in their theoretical development.
The interesting point is that the libraries of us Shias are overﬂowing with the books of the Sunnis (the
people of tradition)8 and the Wahhabis and we sense no danger to our faith from the presence of these

books, whereas you hardly ﬁnd any library in the Saudi kingdom that holds Shia books (not even a single
book) let aside books on criticism of Wahhabism! Why are they so frightened and we not afraid at all?
The conscience of an honest, honorable reader can answer this question!
Such radicalisms have never been favored in any era, let alone in this time and age. The supporters of
such radicalisms should pack their gear and join history!
The Wahhabi youth have the right to ask their elders why the books of other Islamic creeds and also the
books on scientiﬁc and logical criticisms of Wahhabism are not within their reach?!
However as was mentioned earlier, the moderate and enlightened strata of Wahhabis have shown
willingness for dialogue and this is a gracious dawn for the Islamic world.
1. – ﻧﻬﺞ اﻟﺒﻼﻏﺔ.
2. – Nahjul-Balaghah, Sermon 192 ()ﺧﻄﺒﺔ اﻟﻘﺎﺻﻌﺔ.
3. – ﺒﺮﻳﻦَﺴﺘ اﻟﻤﻠﻒ و ﺳﺒﻴﻦﺼﺘَﻌ اﻟﻤ )إﺑﻠﻴﺲ( إﻣﺎمﻪ اﻟﺪُوﻓَﻌ.
4. – Nahjul-Balaghah, Sermon 192 ((ﺧﻄﺒﺔ اﻟﻘﺎﺻﻌﺔ
ِﺪِ اﻷﻓﻌﺎلﺤﺎﻣﺼﺎلِ و ﻣ اﻟﺨﺎرِمﻤﻢ ﻟﺒﺼﻦ ﺗَﻌ ﻓﻠﻴﺼﺒﻴﺔﺪﱠ ﻣﻦ اﻟﻌﻓﺈن ﻛﺎن ﻻ ﺑ.
5. – أﻳﻬﺎ اﻟﻤﺸﺮك.
6. – Surah Zumar 39:17 & 18.
7. – Surah Nooh 71:7.
8. – أﻫﻞ اﻟﺴﻨﺔ.

Destruction Of The Most Valuable Monuments Of Islam
In few countries, have there existed ancient monuments related to the ﬁrst centuries of Islam as in the
Hijaz, the Saudi kingdom of today. Given that it is the original birthplace of Islam, valuable monuments of
Islamic history could be seen in every place of this land.
The shrines and graves, the places of birth, the testimonials of the companions and their followers and
the precious monuments of the Imams of the Prophet’s Household (S), the scholars and the juristconsults1 and even the rulers and their centers of sovereignty, architectural and artistic works, etc., but
the hostile fanatic Wahhabis destroyed most of them using the baseless excuse of their resemblance to
the testament of polytheism!2 And very few of these monuments are left and it is proper that Muslims cry
blood, for the destruction of these valuable monuments.
Today, we all know that every nation, for the testimony of its origin, relies on its past history, and regards
important monuments from the past as proof and witness of this matter. In view of this they cautiously
protect their historic monuments. But this group left nearly nothing of the historic monuments of Islam in
this holy land and destroyed and removed all of them, monuments that were priceless.
A clear case of that is the Baqī graveyard. The Baqī graveyard is the most important graveyard in

Islam which holds an important fraction of Islamic history and is a vast and descriptive book of the
history of Muslims.
The graves of the wives, offspring and the Imams of the Household of the Prophet (S) of Islam, the
jurist-consults and great scholars, the highly ranked companions, great martyrs, courageous warriors of
Islam are all buried in Baqī; may be more than ten thousand companions lie buried there. In other
words, a huge chunk of Islamic history lies hidden in the heart of Baqī.
But today, when we enter Baqī, an unsightly wreckage, abhorrent and rugged, without any name, sign
or symbol is witnessed, that moves one to tears.
These stringent fanatics, have most unfortunately, removed these valuable historic monuments on the
baseless excuse of "ﬁght against polytheism" and un- pardonably laid the Islamic world destitute.
Indeed, this is how dangerous a fanatic can be and how he can fritter away the precious resources of
the country, the resources that belong to everybody, the people of today, yesterday, and tomorrow!

Another Contradiction: Why Is The Shrine Of The Holy Prophet
(S) Still Maintained?!
Those who have been to Mekkah and Medina, know that despite the destruction of the entire Baqī
graveyard and the graves of the martyrs of Ohud3 and the rest, the tomb and the Sacred shrine of the
Prophet of Islam (S) is still there and Muslims from every part of the world keenly desire to visit it,
drawing a very important question in their minds: Why did this group not go for the Shrine of the Holy
Prophet (S)?!
The truth is that they saw themselves as losers going for such a job and enraging the whole Islamic
world against them. Indeed, the fanatic Wahhabis tried, but couldn’t remove the sanctiﬁed Shrine of the
Prophet of Islam (S) and demolish the Green Tomb and raze the Holy Mausoleum.
When they were asked how come you removed the sepulchre and burial chambers that were assembled
over the graves of the Imams of Baqī and the martyres of Ohud and others in that graveyard but you left
the Tomb and the Holy Shrine of the Prophet (S) as it was? What is the meaning of this contradiction in
realistic terms?
If these are symbols of idol worship and polytheism, why then have you retained this "greatest symbol"
right next to this grand and splendid Mosque? And if that isn’t a symbol, then why have you removed the
rest?
They have no answer to this question and they get truly cornered.
In one of my religious expeditions that took place long ago, I went to visit the Imam of Madina, who was

a bright and honest person and I asked him the same question.
He tried to distract me from this annoying and unanswerable question by relating a historic event. the
story related to the time of Naser-ud-Dowlah4, about two jews who had burrowed a tunnel from the
houses beside the shrine to get to the grave of the Holy Prophet (S). Naser-ud-Dowlah dreamt of the
Prophet (S) asking him to save him from those two people! This dream was repeated for several nights.
He wondered what was going on in Medina. He came to Medina and arrayed all the people in town, and
found those two people that he repeatedly saw in the dream. He ordered their arrest and stopped their
unholy plan from being completed.
Then he instructed his people to dig the surroundings of the holy shrine and ﬁll it with molten metal to
form a metallic wall so that nobody could dare to do something like that in future.
This answer could, at most, justify the building of the underground segment of the sacred grave, but
could not justify the maintenance of the Tomb, Holy Shrine and Mausoleum. However, courtesy and the
feeling that he had nothing else to say and might feel embarrassed prevented me to continue the
discussion.
It was heard recently that one of the fanatic Wahhabis has said that they will demolish the Shrine and
the Tomb of the Prophet (S) in the future. Although this saying is consistent with the theoretical basis of
their fanaticism, it is certain that they will never have the guts to do it, especially now that the moderates
of this creed have shown up.
It is strange that some people relate this saying to the leader of the Wahhabis Muhammed-ibnAbdulwahhab. But he has considered this report as fraudulent in some of his sayings, although Hasanibn-Farhan Maleki5 in his book "Pretension and not a Prophet"6 believes that reference to this saying: ‘If
I have the ability, I will destroy the Shrine of the Prophet (S)’ is present in the words of Shaikh
Mohammad (ibn-Abdulwahhab)!
1. – ﻓﻘﻬﺎ.
2. – ﺷﺮک.
3. – ﺪأﺣ.
4. – ﻧﺎﺻﺮ اﻟﺪوﻟﺔ.
5. – ﺣﺴﻦ ﺑﻦ ﻓﺮﺣﺎن اﻟﻤﺎﻟ.
6. – ًﺎداﻋﻴﺔ و ﻟﻴﺲ ﻧﺒﻴ.

The founder of the Wahhabi creed campaigned against all sorts of heresy, something that fundamentally
was not denied by the other Islamic sects, because they all wholly rejected the heresies in religion.1 But
he committed a grave mistake in the meaning of heresy, and for this reason he led a campaign against
anything that was new.

What is meant by heresy?
Is every novel issue, every new invention heresy? Should we campaign against every new man-made
invention and call a bicycle the steed of Satan and refrain from it, shred to pieces the telephone line that
connects the palace of the Saudi king to the central army?!
They regarded as forbidden photographic cameras and their sale and purchase was banned until
recently, and the the head of the Taliban, Mulla Omar, never allowed himself to be photographed. He
opposed educating girls and women even in his own special schools, considered Haram (forbidden) the
driving of women even with full Hijab (covering), and considered and forbid as heresy the celebration
ceremonies on the Prophet's (S) birth and other similar events! They condemn all other Sunni and Shia
Muslims for committing this logical and humanistic act!
Certainly, according to prominent jurist-consults and the scholars of Jurispridence2, heresy has a
different meaning.
"Heresy"3 has its own particular interpretation, which is: "Heresy means to include that which is not from
religion into religion"4 Certainly no body makes use of the new inventions such as bicycle, telephone,
picture camera and computer… for being an obligatory5 affair or a recommended6 religious practice, but
just as an ordinary matter, like different kinds of food, clothing and buildings that change with the
passage of time and take on a new form.
Some acts that we perform are conventional acts, which are not related to religion, akin to the examples
mentioned above: disparity in clothing fashions, means of travelling, domestic goods, foods, rituals and
habits.
Heresy (Bid'ah) implying beneﬁcial innovations in these matters is certainly a very admirable act and is
an indication of the development of human civilization, therefore neither is a bicycle Satan's steed nor a
picture camera Satan's eye. Neither are different telephone brands the cause of degeneration and
corruption, nor the celebration ceremonies held for the birth of great ones in religion considered as sin.
The birthday party for each and every member of a family, a great religious scholar, or palatial
ceremonials for the Holy Prophet (S) and the great personalities of religion are not sinful.
We have no reason to prohibit7 performing the above except misunderstanding the denotation of heresy
and lack of knowledge of the jurisprudential meaning of this term and misapprehending conventional
affairs as religious rulings.
We are not only concerned with the shrine and the tomb of religious pioneers, which is a subject for
another discussion, but with the ordinary graveyards. In Saudi Arabia graveyards are the most hideous
and repulsive areas resembling a barren desert, rock-ribbed, rugged and disorganized, with not one
straight stone on any one grave!

The ordinary building of graves is a conventional act amongst all nations and rational-beings in the
world who try to construct the graves in a manner that retains their respect, and prevents them from
being belittled and affronted, placing plants and trees in their surroundings to bring calm and tranquility
to their remains.
For the poets and the pioneers in knowledge and literacy, appropriate burial chambers are built with
respect to their status, and for every person according to his position. This is a humanistic and
conventional act, it is neither heresy nor polytheism nor idol-worship but a respectful humane ritual,
whereas, prohibited heresy8 means adding something to religious rulings.
Nowadays everywhere in the world centennial ceremonies are held for leaders, poets, inventors, and
outstanding human beings to motivate the youth towards knowledge and science and its developoment.
Can any rational person call this heresy or polytheism, or that something is being added to religion?!
Yet, if it is done for religious personalities to attract the public towards their notions, teachings and
agendas, and create a solid bond between them, how can this act be called heresy or polytheism?
Conventional innovations are sometimes aligned with religious matters and without being merged with
them gain the title of heresy. For instance, today we see many minarets in Masjid-ul-Harām and
Masjid-un-Nabi that had certainly not existed at the time of the Prophet (S). The Mihrāb9 of the Holy
Prophet (S) has been decorated with beautiful and artistic designs, and many Quranic Verses have been
printed with beautiful calligraphy on the walls and inside the arches of the Prophet's (S) Mosque. The
name of his Holiness (S) and all the Imams (disciples) of the Household (S) and some of the renowned
traits of Islam can be spotted on the facade of one of the courtyards of the Mosque.
None of these were present at the time of the Prophet (S). Are they therefore, considered as heresy and
forbidden? If they are, why then do the Wahhabis not remove them all? After all it is under their control,
and if it is not heresy, then why don’t they allow the same elsewhere?
Surely no body initiated these with the intention of making it a part of religious rulings, but are only the
result of a series of conventional acts prompted by the love and respect of people.
Those who are against these social practices by Muslims and non-Muslims, due to ideological obduracy,
have no place in today's world and must be dispatched with, unless the moderate party amongst them
rectiﬁes and recompenses for these huge mistakes.
We reiterate that forbidden and harām heresy is when I claim that I do something on the premise that it
is a religious ruling while there is nothing on this regard in both the general and speciﬁc laws.
Heresy means adding some parts to prayer or the fast or the rites and rituals of Hajj or claim that religion
has commanded us to celebrate such and such night for the birth of the Prophet of Islam (S).
Unfortunately obduracy and the lack of information have caused these two subjects: "Conventional

innovations" and "religious heresy" to be misconstrued.

Another Contradiction!
Amongst the strange contradictions of this group is that the same people who, one day, regarded
bicycles as the "steed of Satan" and considered its use as heresy, today drive the latest American and
Japanese cars and no one complains about them. And those who, one day, considered it heretical to
use the telephone line of the palace of the Saudi king to his military base and shred the wires, today all
of them are seen holding a Jawwāl (mobile) in hand! Isn’t this 180 degrees turn evidence enough of
these ideas collapsing? And it is remarkable that their government, heedless of these reactionary ideas,
charges ahead in the industrial development of the country, and is drowned in its dependence on these
industries.

The Reasons For The Failure Of Ibn Taymiah
Those informed know that the Imam of the Wahhabi creed – according to his own confessions – has
been sitting at Ibn Taymiah's table. Ibn Taymiah had the same thoughts about polytheism, monotheism,
intercession and the like, but he couldn’t spread his ideas in Damascus (the centre of his activities) and
this danger was fended off from Syria, but his student Mohammed Abdul-Wahhab succeeded, why?
It is important to take a glimpse at the biography of Ibn Taymiah.
"Ahmad ibn Abdul-Halim ibn Taymiyyah Hanbali"10 was born in 661 and departed in the year 728
AH. He was born in the city of Harān in Syria and due to the Tartar rule, he left Harān, in the company of
his family, for Damascus. As he believed in the Hanbali creed, he decided to preach it and denounced
the science of Theology regarding theologists as heretics! On the subject of the qualities attributed to
God, like the Hanbalis, he accepted the expressions reﬂecting the Almighty's Attributes that are
mentioned in the scripts without any sort of exegesis. By and large he condemned any sort of
rationalism. He supported the methodologies and principles of the traditionalists11 and added certain
other principles to their code of belief that were unheard of before him.
For instance, he stated that the intention of visiting the Shrine of the Prophet (S), and requesting
blessings and resorting to the Household of the Prophet (S) was akin to polytheism! He denied the
virtues of the Household of the Prophet (S) that are explicitly mentioned in the books of the people of
Sunnah12 and even in the Musnad of his own Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal and tried, just like the Bani
Umayyah, to disparage the status and position of Imam Ali (‘as) and his descendants.
But the incitements of Ibn Taymiah were not accepted by the Sunni scholars, and except for a few of his
own students like "Ibn Qayyim", the rest of them opposed him and authored many different books
discrediting him and his heresies. Among them was "Thahabi"13 from the scholars of his own age who
wrote him a letter of reproach, and demanded his submission to the truthful traditions.

"Thahabi" writes in his address: "Now that you are in the seventh decade of your life and your departure
from this world is nearby, is it not time for you to repent and be penitent?"
The supreme judge of the four Sunni faiths in Egypt announced the ideas of Ibn Taymiah as false and
heresy.
But in the twelfth century, Mohammed ibn Abdul-Wahhab emerged and supported the ideas of Ibn
Taymiah, and stressed his new ideas the most.
In addition to the above mentioned beliefs, Ibn Taymiah held certain other beliefs. In the year 698 AH,14
he used to openly enter into ideological discussions, and debate with his opposition. Among his beliefs
and attitudes some that can be referred to are the following:
He used to implement the religious limits himself.
He used to shave the heads of children!
He was set for war against those who disagreed.
He proscribed people from giving oblations.
He believed in the possibility of corporeal sighting of God!!
1. Regarding the Kharijites15 (Rebels) he wrote: "Although the Kharijites were excommunicated from
religion yet they were the most veracious people!" 16
Amongst his positive actions was that he struggled against the Mongols in year 702 AH.
Allamah Amini, after mentioning the allegations by Ibn Taymiah in rejecting the tradition of "the
commencement of the Prophet's (S) call"17 [Warn the nearest of your kinsfolk" (Sura Al-Shu'ara 26:
214)] and stating that he does not authenticate the evidence of this tradition, states:
"This statement is not unexpected of him because he is a fanatic who insists on denying the self-evident
truths and excommunicating Muslims. He is especially harsh in negating whatever is related to the
virtues of the Prophet’s Household (S)." 18
In another instance he adds:
"This was why he was persistently criticised by the great clerics of Sunnah, among whom is Shukāni,
who narrates from Mohammed Bukhāri Hanaﬁ that he excommunicated him and said: "Whoever calls
Ibn Taymiah by the title of 'Shaikh-ul-Islam', is an inﬁdel (Kāﬁr)."" 19
Amongst the fervent supporters of Ibn Taymiah was Ibn Kathīr, the author of the book "Al-Bidāyah and
Al-Nihāyah" (Died in 744 AH), who has defended and praised Ibn Taymiah throughout his book.

Out of the contemporaneous clerics with Ibn Taymiah, one who has defended him and as a result, has
been despised by his community is the famous traditionist Abu Al-Hajjāj Mezi, owner of the book
"Tahdhib ul-Kamal", who passed away in the year 742 AH.
Among other students of Ibn Taymiah is Ahmad ibn Mohammed Meri Lebli20 who was, according to Ibn
Hajar, opposed to Ibn Taymiah at ﬁrst, but after paying him a visit became his friend and student and
wrote his manuscripts and promoted and supported him on the issue of denying travel permission for
paying a visit to the Prophet’s (S) Tomb. Ultimately, Ikhnāyee, a Mālekī judge, summoned him and
gave him a sound whipping so that his body became all bloody, and then ordered the personnel to
mount him upside down on a mule and take him around the town to humiliate him.
The greatest student and fervent supporter of Ibn Taymiah was without doubt Ibn Al-Qayyem AlJooziyah21, who was in all the declarations and beliefs, his indisputable adherent and advocate, and
responsible for the publication and expansion of Ibn Taymiah's beliefs both during his life-time and after
his death. He went to prison with Ibn Taymiah time after time, and just for this reason they whipped and
humiliated him by taking him around the town on a camel, and then imprisoned him with Ibn Taymiah in
the fort of Damascus. 22
Now we return to the main topic of discussion, which was why Ibn Taymiah did not succeed in arranging
the Salaﬁ banquet in Syria, but Mohammed ibn Abdul-Wahhab managed to do so in the region of Najd
and also managed to extend that to the whole Arabian peninsula and recorded these beliefs in history
under his own name under the title of “Wahhabism".
There were two major causes for that:
Firstly, Damascus was one of the centres of the Islamic sciences at that time, and it had lots of
prominent scholars and Islamic seminaries; they ﬁrmly resisted the misconceived ideas of Ibn Taymiah,
and although he had found a notable number of supporters, they demolished his inﬂuence with logical
reasoning, whereas the Najd region at that time was very poor in this respect, and the doubts inserted by
this group did not face much resistance and was soon spread among the common folk. Every region that
was full of scholars and scientists remained safe from their afﬂiction.
Moreover, at that time there were serious power struggles among the tribes of Najd. According to the
existing history, Mohammed ibn Abdul-Wahhab took advantage of this situation and made a contract
with the descendents of Saud that they promote his ideas, in return for which he would support them to
gain power over the warring factions.
1. – In a tradition from the Holy prophet (S) we study::اﻟﺨﻠﻖ و اﻟﺨَﻠﻴﻘﺔ اﻟﺒِﺪَع ﺷﺮ )أﻫﻞThe heretics are the worse of God's
creation) Kanz-ul-Ommal tradition number 10951. And in a tradition from Imam Ali (’as) it has been narrated that he said:
(No heresy took place unless a ritual was deserted ُﺣﺪِﺛَﺖ ﺑﺪﻋﺔٌ إﻻ ﺗُﺮكَ ﺑﻬﺎ ﺳﻨّﺔﻣﺎ ا:) The exegesis to Nahj-ul-Balaghah by ibn
Abi-al-Hadid, Volume 9, page 93; and other similar traditions on this topic is enourmously found in the books of both sects.
2. – اﺻﻮل.
3. – ﺑﺪﻋﺔ.

4. –  اﻟﺪﻳﻦ "ﻏﻨﺎﺋﻢ اﻷﻳﺎم( "اﻟﺒﺪﻋﺔ ادﺧﺎل ﻣﺎ ﻟﻴﺲ ﻣﻦ اﻟﺪﻳﻦ ﻓVolume 1, page 277.) In  اﻟﺒﺤﺮ اﻟﺮاﺋﻖby the Egyption writer ( )اﺑﻦ ﻧﺠﻴﻢheresy
has been deﬁned as follows: Its dominant application is within causing defect or that which is redundant in religion (ﻏﻠﺐ
 اﻟﺪﻳﻦ او زﻳﺎدة ﻣﺎ ﻫﻮ اﻳﺠﺎد ﻧﻘﺺ ﻓ )اﺳﺘﻌﻤﺎﻟﻬﺎ ﻋﻠand in the book ( )ﻓﻴﺾ اﻟﻘﺪﻳﺮby Manaawi it is mentioned as follows: An incident
in religion after its completion ( اﻟﺪﻳﻦ ﺑﻌﺪ اﮐﻤﺎﻟﻪ )اﻟﺤﺪث ﻓand all these deﬁnitions refer back to a uniﬁed meaning.
5. – واﺟﺐ.
6. – ﻣﺴﺘﺤﺐ.
7. – ﺣﺮام.
8. – ﺑﺪﻋﺔ.
9. – Mihrab is the prayer alcove in the mosques. It acts as a direction marker towards Ka'bah in Mekkah.
10. –ﺔ ﺣﻨﺒﻠ اﺣﻤﺪ ﺑﻦ ﻋﺒﺪ اﻟﺤﻠﻴﻢ ﺑﻦ ﺗﻴﻤﻴ.
11. – اﻫﻞ اﻟﺤﺪﻳﺚ.
12. – ﺻﺤﺎح أﻫﻞ اﻟﺴﻨّﺔ.
13. –ِ اﻟﺬﻫﺒ.
14. – According to this Islamic Lunar calendar we are now in year 1428.
15. –( ﺧﻮارجThey were a group of people who were in Imam Ali's (as) army in his battle against Mo'awiah, but later they
excommunicated Imam Ali and fought against him in a battle known as Nahrawan, and in that battle they were all sent to
hell by Imam Ali and his army).
16. – اﻟﻨّﺎسﻢ أﺻﺪقﻬِﻢ ﻣﻦ اﻟﺪّﻳﻦ ﻓﻬﺮوﻗ ﻣﻊ ﻣ اﻟﺨﻮارج.
17. – وأﻧﺬِر ﻋﺸﻴﺮﺗﻚ اﻷﻗﺮﺑﻴﻦ.
18. – Al-Ghadir, Volume 2, page 280.
19. – Ibid, Volume 1, page 247, (in the footnote).
":260  ص2  اﻟﺒﺪر اﻟﻄﺎﻟﻊ ج ﻓ ﻗﻮل اﻟﺸﻮﮐﺎﻧ ﻫﺬا اﻟﻴﻮم و ﺣﺴﺒ ﻋﺎد ﻏﺮﺿﺎً ﻟﻨﺒﺎل اﻟﺠﺮح ﻣﻦ ﻓﻄﺎﺣﻞ ﻋﻠﻤﺎء أﻫﻞ اﻟﺴﻨّﺔ ﻣﻨﺬ ﻇﻬﺮت ﻣﺨﺎرﻳﻘﻪ و إﻟﻟﺬﻟ
 ﻓﻬﻮ ﺑﻬﺬا، اﻧّﻪ ﺷﻴﺦ اﻻﺳﻼم: اﺑﻦ ﺗﻴﻤﻴﺔ إنّ ﻣﻦ أﻃﻠﻖ اﻟﻘﻮل ﻋﻠ: ﻣﺠﻠﺴﻪ ﺻﺎر ﻳﺼﺮح ﻓﻔﻴﺮه ﺛﻢ ﺗ ﺑﺘﺒﺪﻳﻌﻪ ﺛﻢ841  اﻟﻤﺘﻮﻓﺪ اﻟﺒﺨﺎري اﻟﺤﻨﻔح ﻣﺤﻤﺻﺮ
 "اﻻﻃﻼق ﮐﺎﻓﺮ؛.
20. –ﺪ ﻣﺮی ﻟﺒﻠ اﺣﻤﺪ ﺑﻦ ﻣﺤﻤ.
21. – اﺑﻦ اﻟﻘﻴﻢ اﻟﺠﻮزﻳﺔ.
22. – Collected from a variety of sources; for reference look in the bibliography.

The main focus of this creed is on the issue of Monotheism and Polytheism1 obtained from the beliefs of
Ibn Taymiah Damishqi.
Mohammed ibn Abdul-Wahhab in the Kashf-ul-Shūbahāt discourse presents his case in this regard,
the summary of which is as follows:
1. The Monotheism that Islam has promoted is Oneness in Worship, because the polytheistic Arabs
believed in the Oneness of a Creator and declared that the whole universe was the creation of God:

{ﻴﻢﻠ اﻟْﻌﺰِﻳﺰ اﻟْﻌﻦ ﺧَﻠَﻘَﻬﻘُﻮﻟُﻦ ﻟَﻴضرااتِ وﺎوﻤ اﻟﺴ ﺧَﻠَﻖﻦﻢ ﻣﻟْﺘَﻬﺎﻦ ﺳﻟَﺌ}و
"If you ask them, 'Who created the heavens and the earth?' they will surely say, 'The All-mighty,
the All-knowing created them'." 2
And elsewhere He says:

 ِﺨْﺮﻦ ﻳﻣ وﺎرﺼﺑ واﻻﻊﻤﻚُ اﻟﺴﻠﻤﻦ ﻳﻣضِ اراﻻ وﺎءﻤ اﻟﺴﻦﻢ ﻣُزُﻗﺮﻦ ﻳ ﻣ}ﻗُﻞ
ج
ﻓَﻼ ا ﻓَﻘُﻞﻪﻘُﻮﻟُﻮنَ اﻟﻴ ﻓَﺴﺮﻣ اﻻِﺮﺪَﺑﻦ ﻳﻣ و اﻟْﺤﻦ ﻣِﺖﻴ اﻟْﻤﺨْﺮِجﻳِﺖِ وﻴ اﻟْﻤﻦ ﻣاﻟْﺤ
{َﺗَﺘﱠﻘُﻮن
"Say, 'Who provides for you out of the sky and the earth? Who controls [your] hearing and sight,
and who brings forth the living from the dead and brings forth the dead from the living, and who
directs the command? They will say, 'Allah'. Say, 'Will you not then be wary [of Him]?" 3
According to these Verses the Arab polytheists, considered the one and only God as the Creator of the
universe and the Benefactor for servants and the Superintendent and Contriver of the world. Then what
was their polytheism in? Their only problem was with the Oneness in Worship, meaning that they
worshipped idols and some of the righteous personalities. In other words the Arab polytheists never
repudiated the Oneness of the Creator, Benefactor and Lord of the worlds, but they were polytheistic in
God's worship and thus Islam called them to the worship of the only One God.
2. The idea of Polytheism denotes man's invoking an entity other than the One God and taking refuge in
that entity for resolving difﬁculties (for instance when he calls upon the Messenger of God or Imam Ali),
as the holy Quran states:

{ﺪًاﺣ اﻪ اﻟﻊﻮا ﻣ ﺗَﺪْﻋََﻓ...}
"So do not invoke any one along with God" 4
3. If somebody seeks intercession from the Prophet of Islam (S) or any one of the Islamic prime-leaders
and righteous personalities, this act of his is polytheism! His life and wealth is admissible to the
monotheists! Because he is a polytheist and it is admissible to arrogate the life, wealth and woman of
every polytheist. The Holy Quran suggests:

{َﻮنﻌﺟ ﺗُﺮﻪﻟَﻴ اضِ ﺛُﻢرااتِ وﺎوﻤﻠْﻚُ اﻟﺴ ﻣﺎ ﻟﱠﻪﻴﻌﻤﺔُ ﺟ اﻟﺸﱠﻔَﺎﻋﻪّ}ﻗُﻞ ﻟ
"Say 'All intercession rests with Allah. To Him belongs the kingdom of the heavens and the earth;
then you will be brought back to Him" 5
4. Moreover, when the Arab polytheists were denounced for idol-worship, they said:

{...َ زُﻟْﻔﻪ اﻟَﻟﻮﻧَﺎ اِﺑﻘَﺮﻴ ﻟ اﻢﺪُﻫﺒﺎ ﻧَﻌﻣ...}
"We only worship them so that they may bring us near to Allah" 6
And the Holy Prophet (S) never accepted this claim from them.
Thus they worshipped idols not because they were the Creator or benefactors, but as intercessors only.
Thus, anyone who considered anything other than God as the intercessor was just like the Arab
polytheists and his blood and wealth was admissible!!
This was a brief account of their statements on the issue of Monotheism and polytheism.

Criticism And Analysis
In reality the main source of Wahhabism in their different books on monotheism and polytheism is just
the few verses mentioned above which they refer to everywhere, and try to evade the other Quranic
Verses easily, and consider them as unseen, thus being completely selective towards the Quran.
Moreover, in order to disarm the opposing scholars, who unveil their errors through other Quranic
Verses, they claim that all the Verses that others refer to in denying this interpretation of monotheism
and polytheism, are all ambiguous verses7!
In a precise analysis, the incorrect and faulty interpretation of "Six Quranic terms" has caused him to
regard all Muslims except the followers of his beliefs as polytheists.
Why are they not ready to sit with the scholars of Al-Azhar, Damascus, Qom and Najaf for logical
discussions to elucidate the truth? Why are they not ready to initiate a friendly debate in accordance with
the commands of the holy Quran:

{...ﻨَﻪﺴﺣﻮنَ اﺘﱠﺒِﻌ ﻓَﻴلﻮنَ اﻟْﻘَﻮﻌﺘَﻤﺴ ﻳﺎدِ* اﻟﱠﺬِﻳﻦﺒ ﻋﺮّﺸﻓَﺒ...}
"So give good news to my servants - who listen to the word [of Allah] and follow the best [sense]
of it." 8
If they did so, all the pure Muslim blood would not be shed nor their possessions plundered; the enemies
couldn’t dominate them and the Zionist minority couldn’t play about with their destiny. It is not known
what sort of answer they have prepared to put forward before God on the Day of Judgment?
However, the six fatal words are as follows:

Shirk (polytheism) and Mushrik (polytheist) [in the holy Quran]
1. Ilah9 (God) [in "ﻪ "ﻻ إﻟﻪ إﻻ اﻟin the Holy Quran]
2. Worship10 [in the Holy Quran]
3. Intercession11 [in the Holy Quran]
4. Supplication12 [in the Holy Quran]
5. Heresy13 [in the Holy Quran and tradition]

Polytheism (Shirk)
The ﬁrst vital term is 'Shirk' and 'Mushrik'.
'Shirk' in the Arab language corresponds to accompanying something and "Sharīk" is the partner.
Lisān al-Arab, for the meaning of the word "Ishtirāk"14 states:

ﻪﻠ ﻣﺎً ﻓ ﺷَﺮِﻳ ﻟَﻪﻞﻌ ﺟ:ﻪﻙَ ﺑﺎﻟأﺷﺮ
and for the meaning of the word "Shirk" states:

ﻪﺘﺑﻮﺑﻴ رﺎً ﻓ ﺷﺮﻳﻪ ﻟﻞﺠﻌﺮﻙُ أن ﻳّواﻟﺸ
and explains Shirk as ascribing a partner to God in His Sovereignty and Lordship.
Rāgheb15 mentions in his Mufradāt16: "In religion Shirk is of two kinds: the ﬁrst is the 'Major Shirk' where
man ascribes a partner and a fellow to God which will deprive him of Heaven17. The 'Minor Shirk' is
when man is concerned about other-than-God in some affairs, which is the same as ostentation or
hypocrisy. The Holy Quran suggests:

{َﻮنﺸْﺮِﻛﻢ ﻣﻫ وﻻ اﻪ ﺑِﺎﻟﻢﻫﺜَﺮﻛ اﻦﻣﻮﺎ ﻳﻣ}و
"And most of them do not believe in Allah without ascribing partners to Him." 18

Therefore the reality of 'Major Shirk' is to regard someone as God's counterpart and coequal in Creating
and Owning, Lordship and Worship.
But if we say, his Holiness Jesus (PBUH) healed the incurable ill by God's will, and revived the dead by
God's will, and through the knowledge that he had acquired from God gave news of the unknown and
the hidden, neither have we sought the path of polytheism nor have we spoken falsely.
Doesn’t the Quran tell in the name of Jesus (‘as):

ﺎﻣﻠُﻮنَ وﻛﺎ ﺗَﺎﻢ ﺑِﻤِﯩﻧَﺒا وﻪذْنِ اﻟ ﺑِﺎَﺗﻮ اﻟْﻤِﻴﺣا وصﺮﺑاﻻ وﻪﻤﻛ اﻻﺮِىءﺑا و...}
{ﻴﻦﻨﻣﻮﻨﺘُﻢ ﻣن ﻛ اﻢﺔً ﻟﱠﻳ َﻚ ذَﻟنﱠ ﻓ اﻢﻮﺗﻴ ﺑونَ ﻓﺮﺗَﺪﱠﺧ
"And [he will be] an apostle to the children of Israel, [and he will declare] 'I have certainly brought
you a sign from your Lord: I will create for you out of clay the form of a bird, then I will breathe
into it, and it will become a bird by Allah's leave. And I heal the blind and the leper and I revive
the dead by Allah's leave. And I will tell you what you have eaten and what you have stored in
your houses. There is indeed a sign in that for you, should you be faithful." 19
Therefore, if we plead with the Holy Prophet (S) and some of God's righteous servants such as the
Imams of the Prophet’s Household (‘as) for such affairs in the same manner, meaning requesting "by
God's will", not only is it not Shirk (Polytheism) but it is perfect Tawheed (monotheism), as we never
place them on the same level and rank, nor treat them as God's partners, or independent of God
in effect. In actual fact, we deem them as obedient servants and executors of His commands.
It is weird that the Wahhabi leaders have misinterpreted the term "Shirk", and regarded as "Shirk" every
appeal to God's righteous servants who don’t act but by God's consent, a notion against the explicit
inference of the Quran!?
Assume that one owns a servant who is dutiful towards his master and never performs any act without
his permission. If somebody asks him to request his master for something, is the asking person
considering the servant as equal to or equally ranked or as partner to his master, or in his service?!
Does any enlightened conscience accept the statement, that this act is "Shirk"? The fault stems from this
point: they haven’t and will not place the Quranic Verses besides one another so that their true meaning
becomes evident, but insist on acknowledging only that which is in accordance with their interpretation.

Ilah (God)
According to the Wahhabis, the term "Ilah" infers only the worshipped deity. The statement "there is no
deity but God", which has been the testifying statement of the Holy Prophet of Islam (S) and all the

Muslims of the world, is only considering "Tawheed (oneness) in worship".20 They infer that there is no
worshipped deity except the One and only God. The idolators believed in His Oneness as Creator, as
Nourisher and Lord. The only problem they had was the lack of Tawheed (monotheism) in worship,
because they worshipped other than God. Opposed to this, the Arab idolators (polytheists) were not
merely afﬂicted by idolatry in worship and "Ilah" does not always infer the worshipped diety, but at times
it implies the "Creator". The holy Quran states:

ﺪَﺗَﺎ ﻟَﻔَﺴﻪ اﻟﺔٌ اﻬﺎ آﻟﻴﻬِﻤﺎنَ ﻓ ﻛونَ * ﻟَﻮﺮﻨﺸ ﻳﻢضِ ﻫر اﻦﺔً ﻣﻬ اﺗﱠﺨَﺬُوا آﻟم}ا
{َﻔُﻮنﺼﺎ ﻳﻤشِ ﻋﺮِ اﻟْﻌب رﻪﺎنَ اﻟﺤﺒﻓَﺴ
"Have they taken gods from the earth who raise [the dead]? Had there been gods in them21
other than Allah, they would surely have fallen apart. Clear is Allah, the Lord of the Throne, of
what they allege [concerning Him]."22
In these Verses "Aleha"23 the plural of "Ilah" has clearly come to infer the meaning of "Creator".
In another Verse this same meaning is apparent in a more lucid manner:

َﻟَﻌ وﺎ ﺧَﻠَﻖ ﺑِﻤﻟَﻪ اﻞ ﻛﺐذًا ﻟﱠﺬَﻫ اﻟَﻪ اﻦ ﻣﻪﻌﺎنَ ﻣﺎ ﻛﻣﻟَﺪٍ وﻦ و ﻣﻪﺎ اﺗﱠﺨَﺬَ اﻟ}ﻣ
ﺎﻤ ﻋَﺎﻟ ﻓَﺘَﻌةﺎداﻟﺸﱠﻬﺐِ و اﻟْﻐَﻴﻢﺎﻟﻔُﻮنَ * ﻋﺼﺎ ﻳﻤ ﻋﻪﺎنَ اﻟﺤﺒﺾٍ ﺳﻌ ﺑَﻠ ﻋﻢﻬﻀﻌﺑ
{َﻮنﺸْﺮِﻛﻳ
"Allah has not taken any offspring, neither is there any God besides Him, for then each god
would take away what he created, and some of them would surely rise up against the others.
Clear is Allah of what they allege!  The Knower of the seen and the unseen, He is above having
any partners that they ascribe [to Him]." 24
In these verses the existence of any another creator except the unitary Allah has been negated (and that
is achieved by the term "Ilah") that if there was any other creator other than Him, the order of the
universe would have been devastated. This verse clariﬁes the polytheistic Arab belief in the plurality of
creators, for it states: "He is above having any partners that they ascribe [to Him]".
Consequently to restrict the call of Islam to "Tawheed (oneness) in worship" and the lack of attention to
other branches of Tawheed (monotheism), is a grave mistake and against the Quran.
The Wahhabi obsession with their perception of the concept of "monotheism" and "polytheism" led them
to easily bypass those verses in the Quran that were not in favour of their perception and intentionally

neglect them, although most of them were supposedly memorisers of the Quran. Unfortunately,
memorising the Quran does not always imply understanding the Quran!
Furthermore, it is drawn from other Quranic Verses that a group of idolators believed in the "divinity"25 of
the idols and their inﬂuence on their destiny. They were superstitiously convinced that the idols’ wrath fell
upon those who were against them, and they brought good fortune to those who believed in them. For
instance, the idolators at the time of Hud sated:

ﺮِيء ﺑّﻧﺪُواْ ااﺷْﻬ وﻪﺷْﻬِﺪُ اﻟ اّﻧ ا ﻗَﺎلﻮءﻨَﺎ ﺑِﺴﺘﻬ آﻟﺾﻌاكَ ﺑﺘَﺮ اﻋﻻ ان ﻧﱠﻘُﻮل}ا
{َﻮنﺎ ﺗُﺸْﺮِﻛﻤﻣ
"All we say is that some of our gods have visited you with evil.' He said, ' I call Allah to witness –
and you too be [my] witnesses – that I repudiate what you take as [His] partners." 26
A famous poem composed by an Arab poet in reprehending the tribe of "Bani Hanifah" during the era of
paganism is a witness to this claim! When there was a year of famine the people of this tribe had to eat
the idol that they had made with dates:
"The tribe of Bani Hanifah devoured their God in the year of famine and hardship,
Were they not afraid of the chastisement of their Lord?"27
The poem has ascribed the word Lord ( )ربto the idols, and has warned the devourers of the idol
against the detrimental consequences of their deed lest they get harmed by them. Another poem states:
"Is their lord the idol that the foxes urinate on? "28
Throughout the history of idolatry, ascription of the words "Lord" ( )ربand "lords" ( )أرﺑﺎبto the idols,
testiﬁes that they believed part of the superintendence of the affairs of universe was in the hands of the
idols.
Thus when Joseph (Yusuf ‘as) wanted to invite the polytheistic prisoners towards Tawheed
(monotheism), he said:

{ﺎرﺪُ اﻟْﻘَﻬاﺣ اﻟْﻮﻪ اﻟم اﺮِﻗُﻮنَ ﺧَﻴﺘَﻔَﺮ ﻣﺎبﺑرا اﻦﺠ اﻟﺴﺒﺎﺣﺎ ﺻ}ﻳ
"O my prison mates! Are different masters better, or Allah, the One, the All-paramount?" 29
Observe the word lords ( )أرﺑﺎبin this verse, the plural of Lord (])رب

The Messenger of Allah (S) according to explicit Verses of the Holy Quran addressed the polytheistic
people of the Book:
{ًﻀﺎﻌﻨَﺎ ﺑﻀﻌﺬَ ﺑﺘﱠﺨ ﻳﻻﺎ وﯩ ﺷَﻴ ﻧُﺸْﺮِكَ ﺑِﻪﻻ وﻪ اﻟﻻﺪَ اﺒ ﻧَﻌﻻ اﻢَﻨﻴﺑﻨَﻨَﺎ وﻴ ﺑاءﻮ ﺳﺔﻤﻠ ﻛَﻟاْ اﺎﻟَﻮﺘَﺎبِ ﺗَﻌْ اﻟﻞﻫﺎ ا ﻳﻗُﻞ
َﻮنﻤﻠﺴﻧﱠﺎ ﻣﺪُواْ ﺑِﺎاْ ﻓَﻘُﻮﻟُﻮاْ اﺷْﻬﻟﱠﻮن ﺗَﻮ ﻓَﺎﻪونِ اﻟﻦ دﺎ ﻣﺎﺑﺑر}}ا
"Say, 'O people of the Book! Come to a word common between us and you: that we will worship
no one but Allah, that we will not ascribe any partner to Him, that we will not take each other as
lords besides Allah.' But if they turn away, say, 'Be witnesses that we are Muslims’30."31
The use of the term lords32 clearly demonstrates that they were also ensnared by polytheism on the
issue of Allah's lordship. In another Verse from this Surah we read:
{َﻮنﻤﻠﺴﻧﺘُﻢ ﻣذْ اﺪَ اﻌﻔْﺮِ ﺑْﻢ ﺑِﺎﻟﻛﺮﻣﺎﻳﺎ اﺎﺑﺑر اِﻴﻦاﻟﻨﱠﺒِﻴﺔَ وﺋﻼﺬُواْ اﻟْﻤن ﺗَﺘﱠﺨ اﻢﻛﺮﻣﺎ ﻳﻻ}و
"And He would not command you to take the angels and prophets for lords. Would He call you to
unfaith after you have become Muslims?" 33
Regarding the idolators of the pagan era the Holy Quran states:
{َونﺮﻨﺼ ﻳﻢﻠﱠﻬﺔً ﻟَﻌﻬ آﻟﻪونِ اﻟﻦ داﺗﱠﺨَﺬُوا ﻣ}و
"They have taken gods besides Allah [hoping] that they might be helped." 34
Hence, they were ensnared by polytheism in its branch of Lordship and regarded the idols as surely
effective in their fortunes.
Abraham (‘as) initially referred to the moon, the sun and the stars and said, "This is my lord",35 until he
saw the fallacy of their belief. His emphasis on lordship clearly shows that the idolators of Babylon,
regarded the moon, the sun and the stars as governers of their lives. His statements in Namrood's
presence express the same thoughts.
The conclusion is that Ilah does not only mean the worshipped diety, but at times it is used as creator
and at times as lord. Thus, the polytheists were not only ensnared by polytheism in worship but also
believed their idols to be creators and lords.
Considering the shallow perceptions the Wahhabis have of the Quranic Verses, particularly of the term
"Ilah", can they determine whose blood is permissible and whose wealth they can plunder? Indeed, how
worthless has become the life and the wealth of a Muslim!!

Worship
Worship36 is the third Quranic term that the Wahhabis have falsely perceived. They state explicitly: if
somebody entreats the righteous to become their intercessor beside Allah, they are the referrents of this
Holy Verse:

َﻟﻮﻧَﺎ اِﺑﻘَﺮﻴ ﻟ اﻢﺪُﻫﺒﺎ ﻧَﻌ ﻣﺎءﻴﻟو اﻪوﻧﻦ د اﺗﱠﺨَﺬُوا ﻣاﻟﱠﺬِﻳﻦ وﺺ اﻟْﺨَﺎﻟ اﻟﺪِّﻳﻦﻪ ﻟ}ا
ﻮ ﻫﻦﺪِي ﻣﻬ ﻳ ﻪنﱠ اﻟﻔُﻮنَ اﺨْﺘَﻠ ﻳﻴﻪ ﻓﻢﺎ ﻫ ﻣ ﻓﻢﻨَﻬﻴ ﺑﻢﺤ ﻳﻪنﱠ اﻟ اَ زُﻟْﻔﻪاﻟ
{ﻔﱠﺎر ﻛﺎذِبﻛ
"Look! [Only] exclusive faith is worthy of Allah, and those who take guardians besides Him
[claiming] 'We only worship them so that they may bring us near to Allah', Allah will indeed judge
between them concerning that about which they differ. Indeed Allah does not guide someone
who is a liar and an ingrate." 37
The polytheists are being condemned for seeking intercession of their idols to whom they prostrated,
prayed, and also worshipped.
When we go for pilgrimage to the Shrine of the Messenger of Allah (S) and appeal to him to be our
intercessor both in this world and the hereafter, are we worshipping him? Do we fall to the ground and
prostrate before him?
What has seeking intercession got to do with worship? Whoever is familiar with language and customary
practice, knows that if somebody came to Prophet Isa (’as) and brought his blind child and said, ‘If you
claim that you cure the blind by God's will, cure my child by God's will’, which part of this practice is
worship?! This is a practice that the Holy Quran has regarded acceptable.
"Worship" as a term and as a customary practice refers to utmost humbleness before somebody, like
prostration and genuﬂection (bowing in prayer), but requesting somebody has no connection with this
matter.
Ragheb mentions in Mufradat:
"Servitude is expressing abjection and worship is superior to that because it is the utmost abjection".38
We read in Lisan al-Arab:
"The basis of servitude is humbleness and abjection." 39
It is interesting that the leader of the Wahhabi creed has paid great attention to the sentence: "so that

they may bring us near to Allah"40, but has heedlessly gone past the beginning of the sentence "'we only
worship them so that…"41, so the problem lies with worshipping other than God, not with "requesting
intercession for closeness to Allah" and that being an intercession by God's consent.
Indeed, when one enters a subject matter with incorrect pre-judgements, it sees only that which is in
harmony with his intention, and he who opposes, at times never sees it and at times intentionally denies
it and issues the verdict for the murder of millions of those Muslims who he decides are mushrik! Then
he regards their blood, property and reputation as permissible!

Intercession
Intercession 42 is the fourth Quranic term that this party has fallaciously interpreted, and as already
stated, they have passed the verdict of inﬁdelity against all those who seek the intercession of the
Prophet or Imams of the Household (S) or other righteous servants of Allah, and called them polytheists.
Their fanaticism is obvious from the fact that their leader, in the disquisition43 of "Kashf al-Shubahat",
regards these self-determined polytheists worse than the idolaters of the era of paganism44 for two
reasons.He states blatantly that although the idolaters never believed in resurrection, nor performed the
ritual prayer or any of the Islamic rituals, and regarded the Prophet of Islam (S) as a magician and
obligatory to murder, and the Quran as sorcery, they still have primacy over the polytheists of our age
who accept as true everything brought to them by Islam, but seek the intercession of the Holy Prophet
(S)!! This afﬁrms that the polytheism of the idolaters is lighter than their's! Why?!
Because, they say, only at times of welfare they worshipped idols, but during adversity, when they were
trapped in stormy and dangerous sea waves, they called upon God sincerely!
How unjust can one be? Who can claim that those religious people who believe in all the principles of
Islam, act upon all its teachings and rituals, abstain from all the sins, pay their alms45 and all their
religious taxes carefully, perform the pilgrimage to the house of Allah from distant locations, memorize
the Quran and are erudite in all the Islamic principles, are worse than the alcoholic murderers and
ignorant savage idolaters who never believed in anything and were infected by all sorts of sins? How can
anyone acknowledge this logic in today's world?!
Has Shaikh al-Islam made a new discovery in this matter that remained undiscovered for all the Islamic
scholars throughout history except for him and his Excellency Ibn Taymieh?!
The reality is that the basis of the idea of intercession has been conﬁrmed through many Quranic
Verses, and according to the consensus of the Islamic scholars it is an accepted premise which even the
Wahhabis do not repudiate but admit explicitly.
Another point is that the impracticality of intercession by intercessors without Allah's consent is also an
accepted premise because it has been explicitly mentioned in more than ﬁve Quranic Verses; amongst

which is Ayat al-kursi which reads thus:

{...ﻪ ﺑِﺈذﻧ إﻨﺪَه ﻋﺸﻔَﻊﻦ ذا اﻟﱠﺬي ﻳﻣ...}
"Who is it that may intercede with Him except with His permission?" 46
Unity of Divine Actions47 states every action in the universe must occur by God's consent and no one is
His partner in it, and if an intercession takes place, it is by His order and consent, and since He is Allwise, His order and consent takes place according to wisdom, and only to those does He bestow
consent for intercession who have the competency for intercession, and have not burned the bridges
behind them by means of contumacy.
Thus far, there is agreement in all matters, then where does the difference lie? The difference lies where
the scholars of Islam state that requesting the Prophet (S) for that which Allah has bestowed upon him
(i.e the status of intercession) is an admirable act and not only is it not against Tawheed but it veriﬁes it,
but the Wahhabis claim that if you seek his intercession you'll become an inﬁdel and a polytheist and
your blood and wealth will be admissible!!
Is intercession considered as void? No, because it is legitimate according to the concensus of all the
scholars. Does the Prophet (S) lack the status of intercession? Everybody asserts that indeed he has
that status. Then where does the problem lie? TheWahhabis state that he has the status of intercession
but if you request him you'll be an inﬁdel! They quote the Quranic Verse which states that the Arab
polytheists claimed that they worshipped the idols so that they could become their intercessors before
Allah, so your action is exactly like the act of the Arab polytheists. Is it?!
We assert that they worshipped the idols; we never worship the Prophet and his Household (S), and
seeking intercession without worship is totally different.
They insist it is just what they say!
We state: The Quran itself instructs the sinful to go to the Prophet (S) and plead with him to ask for
forgiveness of Allah so that Allah forgives them:

ﻮلﺳ اﻟﺮﻢ ﻟَﻬﺘَﻐْﻔَﺮاﺳ وﻪواْ اﻟﺘَﻐْﻔَﺮوكَ ﻓَﺎﺳﺎو ﺟﻢﻬﻧﻔُﺴﻮاْ اذ ﻇﱠﻠَﻤ اﻢﻧﱠﻬ اﻟَﻮ}و
{ﺎﻴﻤﺣﺎ راﺑ ﺗَﻮﻪﺪُواْ اﻟﺟﻟَﻮ
"If they had only, when they were unjust to themselves, come unto thee and asked Allah's
forgiveness, and the Messenger had asked forgiveness for them, they would have found Allah

indeed Oft-returning, Most Merciful." 48
And more indicating than that is once we read the story of Jacob (Ya'qoob ‘as) when the sons of Jacob
after confessing their misconduct and offence towards Joseph (Yusuf ‘as), pleaded with their father (for
intercession) to ask Allah for their forgiveness, they said:

ﻧﱠﻪ اِﺑ رﻢَ ﻟﺮﺘَﻐْﻔﺳ افﻮ ﺳ* ﻗَﺎلﻴﻦﺌﻨﱠﺎ ﺧَﺎﻃﻧﱠﺎ ﻛﻨَﺎ ا ﻟَﻨَﺎ ذُﻧُﻮ ﺑﺮﺘَﻐْﻔﺎﻧَﺎ اﺳﺑﺎ ا}ﻗَﺎﻟُﻮاْ ﻳ
{ﻴﻢﺣ اﻟﺮ اﻟْﻐَﻔُﻮرﻮﻫ
"Father! Plead [with Allah] for forgiveness of our sins! We have indeed been erring.'
He said, 'I shall plead with my Lord to forgive you; indeed He is the All-forgiving, the Allmerciful.'" 49
Not only did Jacob (‘as) not negate this request which was the request for intercession with Allah, but he
recieved it warmly. Does a Prophet of Allah invite his sons to polytheism and heresy?

Lame Excuse
The interesting point is that the fanatic Wahhabis due to a lack of justiﬁcation, change their words when
they get to this point, they state: the above two verses are related to the lifetime of the two Prophets, but
after their deaths, when they turn into dust, there is nothing they can do!!
Thus pleading with the Prophet (S) for intercession after his death is worthless!
Notice thoroughly that at this point the matters of polytheism and heresy are removed from the picture,
and the issue of worthlessness has come about, and they state that if it was during their lifetime, it would
not have been polytheism or heresy, but if it was after their demise, it’s a worthless act, and this is the
indication of renouncement of all their previous allegations. We state that it is neither heresy nor is it
worthless, as no Muslim allows himself to declare that the status of the Holy Prophet of Islam (S) was
less than an ordinary martyr on the battleﬁelds of Badr and Uhud, for, they are:

{َزَﻗُﻮنﺮ ﻳِﻬِﻢﺑﻨﺪَ ر ﻋﺎءﻴﺣا...}
"Living and provided for, near their Lord"50
But the Prophet (S) becomes dust?51 Which cruel person can say such a thing?! It appears that their
mistake emerges from where the Quran tells the Prophet(S):

{ﺪْﺑِﺮِﻳﻦا ﻣﻟﱠﻮذَا و اﺎء اﻟﺪﱡﻋﻢ اﻟﺼﻊﻤ ﺗُﺴ وَﺗﻮ اﻟْﻤﻊﻤ ﺗُﺴ َﻧﱠﻚ}ا
"Indeed you cannot make the dead hear, nor can you make the deaf hear the call when they turn
their backs [upon you]."52
Whereas this Verse refers to the ordinary people not the Prophet (S) or the righteous and the pure.
They must be asked then, why do you send regards to his Holiness (S) during the ritual prayer:"Peace
be upon you, O Prophet, and God's mercy"53. Do you send blessings and greetings to someone who
(God forbid) does not percieve anything?
Do you have faith in the Verse:

ﻮاﻤّﻠﺳ وﻪﻠَﻴﻠﱡﻮا ﻋﻨُﻮا ﺻ آﻣﺎ اﻟﱠﺬِﻳﻦﻬﻳﺎ ا ﻳِ اﻟﻨﱠﺒَﻠﻠﱡﻮنَ ﻋﺼ ﻳﺘَﻪﺋَﻣ وﻪنﱠ اﻟ}ا
{ﺎﻴﻤﻠﺗَﺴ
"Indeed Allah and His angels bless the Prophet; O you who have faith! Invoke blessings on him
and invoke Peace upon him in a worthy manner."54
God and those who have faith, who are you sending your blessings and mercies to? To someone who
(God forbid) does not perceive anything?! Why have you signposted this Verse above the Sacred
Sepulcher of His holiness (S)?

ﻢﻀﻌﺮِ ﺑﻬﺠلِ ﻛ ﺑِﺎﻟْﻘَﻮوا ﻟَﻪﺮﻬ ﺗَﺠ وِتِ اﻟﻨﱠﺒﻮ ﺻق ﻓَﻮﻢَاﺗﻮﺻﻮا اﻓَﻌ ﺗَﺮ...}
{َونﺮ ﺗَﺸْﻌ ﻧﺘُﻢا وﻢُﺎﻟﻤﻋﻂَ اﺒن ﺗَﺤﺾٍ اﻌﺒﻟ
"O, you who have faith! Do not raise your voices above the voice of the Prophet and do not speak
aloud to him as you shout to one another, lest your works should fail without your being
aware."55
Why don’t you allow anyone to raise his voice besides the Sacred Sepulcher of the Prophet(S)? If you
believe that after the demise of the Holy Prophet he doesn’t apprehend anything (God forbid),56 what do
these contradictory actions and statements imply?!

Supplication
Another term which the extremist Wahhabis fallaciously interpreted is supplication in the Quran. They
believe that whoever calls upon the Prophet (S) or one of God's saints and righteous persons, is an
atheist and a pagan, and his life and wealth are admissible.
San'ani57, one of the supporters of the thoughts of Muhammed ibn Abdul Wahhab in the book, "Tanzeeh
ul-i'teqad"58 asserts: "God has deemed supplication as worship and has said: "Your Lord has said, 'Call
Me, and I will hear you[r supplications]!' Indeed those who are disdainful of My worship will enter hell in
utter humility." 59
Thus whoever calls upon the Prophet (S) or God's saint to achieve something, or asks them to intercede
with Allah to grant their wish, like relief from a debt or cure for an illness, or the like, has supplicated
(invoked) the Prophet (S) or that saint, and supplication is considered as worship, in fact it is the core of
worship. Such a person has worshipped other than God and has become an atheist, because "Tawheed"
is not complete unless one deems God unique in divinity, in being the Creator and the Sustainer
(provider), and refrains from considering any other being as the Creator or Sustainer, and does not
worship other than Him. No one must perform some of the prayers for other than God."60
Such statements are precisely what are repeated in many of their books.
Their reference for the verdict that announces the inﬁdelity of those who call upon other than God, is the
above Quranic Verse which was mentioned in San'ani's words, and also other verses such as the
following:
1.

{ﺪًاﺣﻪ ا اﻟﻊﻮا ﻣ ﺗَﺪْﻋََﻪ ﻓﺎﺟِﺪَ ﻟﺴنﱠ اﻟْﻤا}و
"The places of worship belong to Allah, so do not invoke anyone along with Allah."61
2.

{...ءَﻢ ﺑِﺸﻮنَ ﻟَﻬﺘَﺠِﻴﺒﺴ ﻳ ﻻﻪوﻧﻦ دﻮنَ ﻣﺪْﻋ ﻳاﻟﱠﺬِﻳﻦ وﻖةُ اﻟْﺤﻮﻋ د}ﻟَﻪ
"[Only] to Him belongs the true invocation; and those whom they invoke besides Him do not
answer them in any way."62

3.

{...ﻢُﺜَﺎﻟﻣ اﺎدﺒﻪ ﻋونِ اﻟﻦ دﻮنَ ﻣ ﺗَﺪْﻋنﱠ اﻟﱠﺬِﻳﻦ}ا
"Indeed those whom you invoke besides Allah are creaturs like you."63
They conclude from these verses, precisely what was mentioned in San'ani's declarations. According to
them, no one has the right to even say: "O,Messenger of God, intercede for me before God", since he
will then become an atheist and one whose blood can be shed. With this decree, they execute
thousands and thousands of people and raid their wealth.
Now we return to the Holy Quran, and inquire about the meaning of the term supplication from the
Quran, so it elucidates for us that supplication and calling upon other than God is at times heresy and at
times faithfulness; but these people due to lack of knowledge or incorrect interpretations, have gone so
far astray.
Nevertheless, the term supplication has appeared with diverse meanings in the holy Quran:
1. Supplication inferring worship in verse 18 of surah64 Al-Jinn:

{ﺪًاﺣﻪ ا اﻟﻊﻮا ﻣ ﺗَﺪْﻋََ ﻓ...}
"So do not invoke anyone along with Allah."65
The phrase along with Allah66 demonstrates that the holy verse commands men not to take anybody as
God's partner nor worship other than Him.
The witness to this claim is Verse 20 of the same Surah (with one verse gap), which states:

{ﺪًاﺣ اﺷْﺮِكُ ﺑِﻪ ا وِﺑﻮ رﻋدﺎ اﻧﱠﻤ ا}ﻗُﻞ
"Say, 'I pray only to my Lord, and I do not ascribe any partner to Him.'"67
Every Muslim is aware that supplication in this sense, is speciﬁc to God, and He takes no partners, and
there is no scope for doubt and suspicion.
2. Supplication (ﺎءﻋ )دin the sense of summoning towards something, of the same kind to what is

reported about Prophet Noah (‘as), where the Holy Quran states:

{اارﺮ ﻓ اﺎﺋﻋ دﻢﻫﺰِد ﻳا* ﻓَﻠَﻢﺎرﻧَﻬ وً ﻟَﻴﻣ ﻗَﻮتﻮﻋ دّﻧِ اب ر}ﻗَﺎل
"He said 'My Lord! Indeed I have summoned my people night and day * But my summons only
increase their evasion." 68
It is evident that these summons and calling of the people, are similar to inviting people to faithfulness,
and such summons are identical to faithfulness and its execution was incumbent upon the Prophets of
God.
And similarly, God states to the Prophet of Islam (S):

{...ﻨَﺔﺴ اﻟْﺤﻈَﺔﻋﻮاﻟْﻤ وﺔﻤِﻚَ ﺑِﺎﻟْﺤﺑ رﺒِﻴﻞ ﺳَﻟعُ ا}اد
"Invite to the way of your Lord with wisdom and good advice."69
3. Supplication70 in the sense of entreating for a need, for instance:

{ْﻮاﻋﺎ دذَا ﻣ اﺪَاء اﻟﺸﱡﻬبﺎ ﻳﻻ}و
"The witnesses must not refuse when they are called." 71
Such calling and summons is done in ordinary affairs, and certainly whoever performs it wouldn’t
become an inﬁdel, but in fact he would be obeying Allah’s command.
Sometimes it is by means of the extraordinary, a miracle, which can be of two types:
It can be accompanied by the belief in the independence of other-than-God in effectiveness, and it
might be a plea to a great person to ask God for what we want.
The ﬁrst type is a form of Shirk (polytheism), because independent in effect is only the pure entity of
God; all the ordinary causes and effects get all they have from God and perform only by his consent.
Upon this ground, the Holy Quran states:

{...ﻨَﺔﺴ اﻟْﺤﻈَﺔﻋﻮاﻟْﻤ وﺔﻤِﻚَ ﺑِﺎﻟْﺤﺑ رﺒِﻴﻞ ﺳَﻟعُ ا}اد
"Say, 'Invoke those whom you claim [to be gods] besides Him. They have no power to remove
your distress nor to bring about any change [in your state]."72
No conversant believer or faithful Muslim holds such a belief about anyone of the Prophets and God's
saints.
As for the second type, it is Tawheed (monotheism or the belief in oneness) where one takes someone
to be the intercessor and mediator to the divine threshold and deems God as the cause of all causes
and conceives everything under His supremacy and authority, yet by resorting to God's saints, implores
them to plead for them with God, and this is the exact Tawheed and belief in the Supreme Divine
Providence.
The Holy Quran states: The Children of Israel came to Moses and asked him to request God for
miscellaneous foods (other than manna and quails):

ﺎ ﺗُﻨﺒِﺖﻤ ﻟَﻨَﺎ ﻣﺨْﺮِجﻚَ ﻳﺑعُ ﻟَﻨَﺎ رﺪٍ ﻓَﺎداﺣ وﺎم ﻃَﻌَﻠ ﻋﺒِﺮ ﻟَﻦ ﻧﱠﺼﻮﺳﺎ ﻣ ﻳذْ ﻗُﻠْﺘُﻢا}و
{...ﺎﻬﻘْﻠﻦ ﺑ ﻣضراﻻ
"And when you said, O Moses, 'We will not put up with one kind of food. So invoke your Lord for
us, that He may bring forth for us of that which the earth grows – its greens and its cucumbers,…
." 73
Moses never complained about their addressing him! He didn’t turn around and say: ‘Why don’t you
request God directly as this is blasphemy and polytheism’. On the contrary, he asked God for their
request and it was responded to with, "you will indeed get what you ask for! 74" Besides that, He told
them that they had left the better food for inferior food.

Conclusion
This group of Wahhabis, rather than referring to the Quran and observing the diverse applications of
"Supplication" (ﺎءﻋ )دand placing them alongside one another and discovering the depth of the Quranic
teachings on the issue of supplication, they just studied a few Verses and manipulated matters for their
own good and then decreed the majority of Muslims as inﬁdels and polytheists, and even more pitiful
than that, they carried that out in practice, and executed a large majority of sincere Muslims and
plundered their wealth.

Innovation
The sixth Quranic term, misinterpreted by this group of Wahhabis, is Bid'ah75 (or innovation).
The Holy Quran, while denouncing and reprehending the issue of monasticism, states:

ﻖﺎ ﺣﻫﻮﻋﺎ ر ﻓَﻤﻪانِ اﻟﻮ رِﺿﻐَﺎءﺘ اﺑ اﻬِﻢﻠَﻴﺎ ﻋﻨَﺎﻫﺘَﺒﺎ ﻛﺎ ﻣﻮﻫﺘَﺪَﻋﺔً اﺑﻴﺎﻧﺒﻫرو...}
{...ﺎﻬﺘﺎﻳرِﻋ
"But as for monasticism, they innovated it – We had not prescribed it for them – only seeking
Allah's pleasure. Yet they did not observe it with due observance."76
The Christians innovated a kind of monasticism and renunciation which was not assigned by God, even
then they never adhered to it. The meaning of the Verse is that God had not instructed them to
monasticism (but it was an innovation of their own). Allah had recommended Seeking the pleasure of
Allah77, which they never observed.
In any case, this Verse reproaches this kind of innovation, which, according to some historians, came
into being only a few centuries after the Holy Messiah (‘as), due to some historic events that resulted in
the defeat of the Christians. They were forced to ﬂee to the mountains and deserts and take refuge in a
life of isolation, and eventually monasticism took on a religious garb.
Initially the Anchorites (Christian monks) headed off for "monasteries". Thereafter, they were joined by
the anchoresses and monasticism was established.
Amongst the traditions that fallaciously accompanied monasticism was the complete renunciation of
marriage, which was against the basic nature of mankind and it became the basis for corrupting it.
Will Durant (1885-1981), the famous Western historian, has discussed the hermits, which is attention
grabbing. He confesses that the joining of anchoresses (the monastic women) began from the fourth
century and the achievements of monasticism reached their peak by the tenth century. 78
Although the anchorites and anchoresses carried out many different social services, but the social and
ethical corruption that arose within their ranks were rather embarrassing and he thinks it would be better
to withdraw from their mention. This has also been pointed out in the books by Christian historians.
Indeed, the result of innovations mostly goes astray.
Anyhow, in addition to the aforementioned Verse, there are many traditions in reproach of innovation
cited in the Islamic sources. Among them is the famous Prophetic tradition; Every innovation is
misguidance! 79, which has been mentioned in many books such as Musnad Ahmad80, Mustadrak al-

Sahīhayn81, Sunan al-Baihaqī82, al-Mu'jam al-awsat Tabrānī83 and Sunan ibn Majeh84.
The extremist Wahhabis, on reading such traditions, without understanding the meaning of innovation,
initially opposed any novel phenomenon, to the point of calling the bicycle the steed of Satan, and
opposing the telephone. As they saw the world moving rapidly towards industrialization, they ﬁnally
submitted to the industrial phenomena in the West. Not only did they submit to it, they got drowned in it,
and today we ﬁnd Saudi Arabia packed with different brands of the latest fashionable cars, modern
ventilation devices, most eye-catching home furniture and even different sorts of supermarkets and
Westerns meals, which everybody, adult and child, learned or ignorant use.
Meanwhile, they have stopped opposing these innovations, and have focused on opposing innovations
that, according to them, have a colour of religion. For instance, building tombs on graves, ceremonies to
commemorate the birth of the Prophet (S) and religious saints, memorials for mourning the loss of
martyrs and their like are condemned as innovations. Anyone who performs these functions is
considered to be an innovator and deserves to be censured.
But it is important to know the meaning of innovation and in which case is it forbidden?
"Innovation" (Bid'ah) literally means any sort of good or bad addition to religion, and according to the
scholars of jurisprudence, "admitting that which is not of religion into religion." 85 If we attach that which
is not part of religion into religion, and regard that as a divine rule, we have committed innovation.
This is done in two ways: turning an obligatory act into a prohibited one or a prohibited act into an
obligatory one, and turning a forbidden act into an admissible act or an admissible act into a forbidden
one.
For instance, to say that usury is unavoidable in today's banking system, it is therefore accepted, or that
the religious command to cover (Hijāb) is related to the past but today unveiling is permissible, are clear
examples of innovation because they pay no respect to Divine commands and declare the forbidden
permissible.
Sometimes we regard as part of religion that which is not mentioned in religious rulings or in the book
and tradition; for instance, regarding cultural behaviour as part of religion like the funeral ceremonies for
the dead on the third, seventh and fortieth day (after their demise), or considering the celebration and
rejoicing on Islamic Eids as religiously obligatory.

Innnovation is of Three Kinds
1. Innovation in affairs that have nothing to do with religious matters, such as industry, scientiﬁc
inventions and natural sciences also existed at the time of the Prophet (S). The progress of science and
invention are valuable and contructive innovations, and all the world's intellectuals welcomed any useful
phenomenon – without prejudice – irrespective of which race and nationality it came from.

2. Innovations concerning religious matters, without associating them to religion, such as building the
mosques in a special style; the minarets, the altars (Mīhrāb)86, the tiling, the cornice; using
loudspeakers to call for prayer (Adhān), and hundreds of such innovations.
For sure none of these existed at the time of the Holy Prophet (S), but nobody condemns them as Bid'ah
and forbidden, and all Muslim mosques, even in Saudi Arabia, the centres of Wahhabism and the
Prophet’s (S) mosque are full of them.
Also the massive changes, which have taken place in Masjīd ul-Harām by no means resemble the
time of the Holy Prophet (S), like building a second ﬂoor over the site of the Sa'i (ritual of running)
between Safa and Marwa, and the new odd ammendments in Jamarāt, and the relocation of the places
of slaughter to the outside of Mina and the like.
These innovations are there to ease difﬁcult tasks and reduce problems and hazards and are not
considered as special religious rulings nor regarded as Bid'ah (innovation in religious sense).
Arranging sessions for Quranic competitions and selecting the best reciters, memorizers and interpreters
of the Holy Quran were not present at the time of the Holy Prophet (S); these are innovations that are
thought to bring progress in religious aims and objectives, with no claim that they are part of religion.
Similarly, respect for the dead is shown by holding their memorials in speciﬁc points in time. Besides
these, organizing conferences, religious seminars and ceremonials for the elites of religion, celebrating
birthdays of the leaders of religion and commemorating their martyrdom or demise. Such events serve
the cause of Islam and Muslims, and help create awareness amongst Muslims.
These traditions arouse awareness and awakening among the youth, and attract towards Quranic and
Islamic knowledge and religious affairs, and closing down such programs would cause great loss to
Muslims.
These are a series of traditions which nobody regards as commanded by God or His Messenger (S)
while being performed. In other words including that which is not part of religion into religion without
considering it divinely decreed. Therefore, it is wrong to call it Bid'ah on the premise that Every
innovation is aberration87, so it should be considered as misguidance.
3. There exists another type of innovation, as the forbidden innovation, which was refered to in the
beginning: breaking the inviolable sanctuary88 of religion and establishing a ruling against the rulings of
religion or adding or deducting a ruling without there being a reason for it in religion.
But the extremist Wahhabis, due to their lack of knowledge regarding Islamic jurisprudence and the
principles of jurisprudence,89 (methodology of deriving law from Islamic sources) fail to differentiate
between these three kinds of innovation, and for the slightest reasons they accuse their Muslim brothers
of Bid'ah, as easily as they accuse them of polytheism.

We end this discourse with a saying from the prominent scholar and famous lecturer of Masjid ulHarām, Yūsuf ben Alawī Mālekī,.
Below is a summary of his account of Bid'ah in his book, The Concepts That Need To Be Corrected
under the heading Good and Bad Innovations:
Some sordid ignorant and narrow-minded extremists, who gratuitously relate themselves to the
righteous forebearers90, campaign against and reject every valuable invention on the premise that it is
an innovation and every innovation is aberration, without making a distinction between correct innovation
and heresy91 or distinguishing between good and bad innovation.
This distinction is approved by common sense and the intellect, and the prominent scholars of Principles
of Jurisprudence such as "Nawawi", "Suyouti", "Ibn Hajar" and "Ibn Hazm" have assented to this
distinction.
When we put together the Prophetic tradtions which interpret one another, and revise them collectively,
the same conclsuion is deduced.
Amongst these traditions is: Every innovation is aberration92, which condemns those depraved
innovations that come in under none of the principles of religion.
He adds: innovation in its literal sense (i.e the act or process of inventing or introducing something new),
is not prohibited; that which is prohibited and considered as misguidance is the innovation in its religious
sense like "Adding something to the ruling of religion and giving it a religious colour and appearance" on
the premise that it is transmitted by an owner of religion, so it must be accepted and practiced.
But worldly innovations are by no means prohibited.
Therefore, dividing innovation into two branches; good and bad, is just literal. Actually, religious
innovation is of only one type which is prohibited and if those opposing this division knew the meaning of
the source of division, they would not oppose it and would recognize that the dispute is only
terminological.
Indeed, among the worldy innovations, many valuable matters are found which must be pursued, while
there are matters that are nothing but mischief and corruption. (Referring to some of the social
dissipations) 93
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1. The Call That Was Raised From Mecca
Yusuf ben Alawi and his brave criticism
Yusuf ben Alawi was a brave scholar, who lived in Mecca and had a remarkable study circle of scholars
and intellectuals. The Saudi political statesmen held him in great esteem. He passed away recently and

a tide of grief and remorse ﬁlled the whole region.
He called himself a servant of the sacred knowledge in the Holy City and was a follower of the Maleki
creed. He was an offspring of Zahra(‘as), the daughter of Prophet Muhammed (S) and proudly adorned
his name with the title Al-Hosna1.
His study circle in Masjid-ul-Haram was one of the most crowded study circles of the Mosque, and he
also authored many books on Islamic sciences. He was strictly against the extreme, fanatic Wahhabis
and he eventually wrote the book "The Concepts That Need to be Rectiﬁed"2 criticising their thoughts
and beliefs.
He criticized the most important ideological foundations of this extremist group in a very scholarly and
polite manner and relied commonly on the Quranic Verses and the Traditions of the Holy Prophet (S)
narrated by the authentic sources of the Sunnis. He drew on books and sources, the authenticity of
whose content, even the extremist Wahhabis were not able to deny.
He came on stage on the premise that there existed a series of concepts in the minds of this group that
needed to be corrected because they declared Muslims to be inﬁdels and made their lives and wealth
permissible, and destroyed the unity of Muslims. Thanks to his endless efforts, he managed to deal with
the matter very well.
This book is unique for certain reasons:
1) This book was republished ten times in a period of only ten years. In just one year this book was
published four times and it aroused great interest among the people in most Islamic countries, including
Saudi Arabia!
2) A great number of prominent scholars of the Sunnah in Egypt, Morocco, Sudan, Bahrain, Pakistan,
the Emirates and other countries wrote approving reviews on this book praising his courage in
presenting his thoughts in this book, of which 23 reviews covering 70 pages precede his manuscript.
This reveals the consensus on its content, and even these reviews themselves make fascinating
reading.
3) This book was published in "Dubai" and despite the harsh censorship that the fanatic Salaﬁs imposed
on the book market in the Saudi kingdom where they allowed no book criticising their ideas to enter this
country, this book was openly being sold in the markets of Mecca from where we purchased it. This
shows that the new class of Wahhabis do not support the thoughts of the fanatic Salaﬁs, and regard it
necessary to reconsider them.

Reviews On This Book
Here are only three reviews that were written on this book by famous scholars, to show what the Islamic

world thinks of the fanatic class of Wahhabis:
1) Dr. Abdul Fattah Barakah, the secretary general of the Assembly of Islamic Discourse writes in his
review:
"In this precious book a very great attempt and effort is made on behalf of a conscientious scholar and
Islamic intellectual to unify the disarrayed Muslims and remove all signs of fanaticism from minor affairs
and individual judgements, in accusing Muslims of polytheism and blasphemy, regarding the issue of
intercession, pilgrimage to the Sanctuary of the Holy Prophet (S), and other substantial issues.
It is hoped that this valuable book will help in unifying the Muslims and remove the grounds of dispute."3
2) Shaikh Ahmad Al-Ewadh, the head of the Assembly of Religious Decree in Sudan writes in his
review:
"Fortunately, I was informed of the book written by the honorable intellectual Ben Alawī Mālekī Makkī
Hasanī - the servant of knowledge in the Two Holy Shrines – titled The Concepts That Need to be
Rectiﬁed.
This book speaks of rectifying the fallacious concepts that are related to three affairs:
"The ﬁrst is the ideological debate where he proves through logical reasoning and justiﬁcations that the
standards chosen for blasphemy and deviation by a group (of Wahhabis) are corrupt.
The second is the discourse related to the Holy Prophet of Islam (S) and the reality of prophethood.With
ﬁrm reasons, he has proved the concept of acquiring blessings from the Prophet (S) as correct and its
subsequent effects.
The third discussion is related to the intermediary world4, and the legitimacy of the visit to the Shrine of
the Prophet (S) and other related issues. This scholar has carefully and successfully rectiﬁed misleading
thoughts." 5
3) Abdul-Salām Jobrān, the head of the Regional Scientiﬁc Assembly in Morocco, alongwith the
members of that Assembly, has jointly written a comprehensive review of this book. A section of that
review is as follows:
"When this book was offered to the informed scholars, they all endorsed it and praised the author for
fulﬁlling this obligation before God, the Holy Prophet (S) and the Islamic nation, it being the responsibility
of all scholars… Thus the members of the Scientiﬁc Assembly of Morocco under the guardianship of the
head of that Assembly, after being informed of the book, read it and announced their approval of the
entire book, expressed their gratitude to the great author, and congratulated him for undertaking this vital
task." 6

Furthermore, in praising this book, sensational and moving verses were composed by great poets, of
which we will touch upon only three couplets.
These three couplets are from the poem that Shaikh Muhammad Salem Adood, the former head of the
High Judicial Court in Mauritania and a member of the Jurisprudential Assembly of the Islamic World
Association7 composed in Mecca:
Confusing, mistaken and ambiguous
Concepts are clariﬁed by him for us
Deception, absurdity and falsehood take ﬂight
When reasoning pure and evidence delight
How Alawi clears those concepts with ease
No great scholar has done for centuries8"9

Content Of The Book
This book has criticized the beliefs of extremist Wahhabis in three main areas and clariﬁed their
weaknesses by means of referring to Quranic Verses and authentic Traditions.
First Area
Issues related to belief and disbelief. He clariﬁes:
"Many people (the fanatic Salaﬁs), may Allah rectify them, have gone astray in understanding the
principle which excommunicates somebody from Islam, to the extent that whoever disagrees with them,
that is, almost all the Muslims on earth – except their small minority – are regarded by them as
disbelievers!!"
He believes that the leader of this faith was not in favour of such extremism. He refers to the famous
Prophetic tradition: Revilement of Muslims is debauchery and their killing is disbelief10, and censures the
viliﬁcation and prosecution of Muslims; gives sufﬁcient reasons to clarify the borders between belief and
disbelief, and, thenceforth, points out their faulty reasoning which has led to their mistaken concepts.
It is interesting to note that his tone against the Salaﬁs is, at times harsh and, occasionally, furious at the
contemptuous terminology used by them.
For instance, he quotes from their works:"At times people request things from the Prophets and other
Saints that no one except Almighty is capable of giving, and this is Polytheism (and disbelief)."
In reply he asserts: "This saying results from inadequate knowledge and understanding of a practice that

has existed among Muslims since the beginning. People entreated those gracious individuals to pray to
God and ask for His Glory to resolve an irresolvable problem, and countless cases of these pleadings to
the Prophets are seen in authentic Islamic traditions; such as, the treatment of cureless maladies, the
falling of rain, the gushing of spring water from the ﬁngers of the Prophet (S), the sufﬁciency in a small
quantity of food to feed and satiate a large crowd, and similar cases."
At the end he suggests: "Do they understand the meaning of Tawheed (monotheism) and Kufr (disbelief)
better than the Prophet(S)? This is something that no ignorant Muslim, let alone scholars, could dare to
imagine." 11
His tone is polite throughout, but his language is harsh against their anathemas, accusations of
debauchery and insulting statements.
Second Area
In this section, Alawi clariﬁes the high status of the Prophet of Islam (S) according to the Quran and
Islamic traditions. He then explains the concept of acquiring blessings from the traces of the Holy
Prophet (S) and how this has nothing to do with polytheism, Thereafter, he recounts the many incidents
mentioned in the traditions and statements of scholars concerning the permissibility of acquiring
blessings by kissing the Prophet's (S) hand, gaining blessings from the container that he used to drink
water from, gaining blessings from his Glorious House, from his Holy Rostrum and Noble Grave, and
sanctifying the traces of the Holy Saints and the past Prophets (‘as). He quotes his evidence mainly from
the famous books of the Sunni orthodoxy so that there remains no room for any doubt, and then he
names the companions that acquired blessings from the traces of the Messenger of God (S).
He wonders why despite all these manifest traditions and authentic evidence, a group with ears and
eyes folded, denies this fact and condemns it as a type of ignorance and demagogy. 12
Third Area
This section of the book deals with many controversies, the most important one being the
recommendation of visiting the Holy Shrine of the Prophet (S) and supplicating besides that Sacred
Monument, and acquiring blessings from his (S) traces. He supports his case with reference to many
quotes of the great accepted scholars of the past.
In the end he clariﬁes a point strongly opposed by the extremist Wahhabis, which is, commemorating the
birth of the Prophet (S), the day of migration, the occasion of being delegated as a Prophet, the descent
of the Quran, the victory of the Muslims in the battle of Badr (the ﬁrst battle of the Prophet (S)), and the
night of mid-Sha'ban.
The extremist Wahhabis believe that all these acts are forbidden innovations and thus savagely prevent
the performance of ceremonies and commemorations.

In a simple, common sense, logical response, Ben Alawi tells them that these commemorations are
conventional affairs, and nobody performs them as a religious ruling and, therefore, they have nothing to
do with innovation and non-innovation. But they certainly involve crucial side-effects that shouldn’t be
overlooked. The message of Islam at all costs should be conveyed to people in these glorious
gatherings. He concludes: these gatherings are, in reality, very precious occasions, which must be
guarded and taken advantage of in the best manner, and those who oppose them and strive for their
elimination, are ignorant and narrow-minded. 13

A Necessary Reminder
The aim of presenting abstracts from the book is to suggest that the foundation of his statements which
are interwined with reason, logic, grace and bravery are factual and welcomed by a large faction of the
great Islamic scholars of different countries, including the Saudi kingdom.
It seems that the fanatic Wahhabis have exhausted their term, considering the fact that a book which is
exclusively engaged in censuring extremist Wahhabism is getting such applause from the Islamic world.
However, Ben Alawi in return for this great gift to the Islamic world and even to the moderate Wahhabis,
received his reward. Books were published by that same crowd of fanatics, in which the same old and
coarse method of excommunication was employed and the decree for his inﬁdelity was issued. (Books
by the name "Discourse with Maleki" and "Refutation to Maleki on his Misguidance and Indecency")
Not only were these books condemned by readers but were regarded, by a collection of the scholars of
Al-Azhar, as of service to the Zionists and an attack upon Islamic unity. Ben Alawi was still very much
respected by the people of Saudi Arabia, and tens of thousands of people participated in his funeral
procession, and the Saudi leaders visited his house several times to condole with his family.
This popular response demonstrated the general opinion of the people against the extremist Wahhabis
and their weapon of excommunication and anathemisation!
However, the chief justice of Mecca summoned him to court in Riyadh and pronounced him guilty. He
defended his writings for a few hours and at last he said: This is my personal judgement. At most, you
are a Muslim jurist and I too am a Muslim jurist and no jurist can impose his opinion on any other
jurist. The court acquitted him!
A) The New Class Of Wahhabis
What is decaying is the fanatic, bigoted and dangerous Wahhabi group which considers all Muslims but
itself as polytheists, but a more moderate class is emerging and materializing. This class consists of the
educated youth, and some university lecturers in cooperation with some great scholars. They
demonstrate the following characteristics:

1) They respect other people's beliefs, don’t accuse Muslims of polytheism, blasphemy and forbidden
innovation, and are weary of bloodshed.
2) They welcome dialogue and logical discourse among Islamic creeds and have ears for what other
people say, and read other people's books.
3) They don’t consider forbidden the new positive maninfestations of contemporary lifestyle whilst there
is no reason for their prohibition, and they do not object to commemorating the great saints of religion,
nor confuse the religious with traditions.
4) They allow women, to receive education and take part in social constructive activities, provided they
observe their Islamic covering and the standards of chastity.
5) They are ready to collaborate with the other Islamic sects and their hatred is focused on those who
aim to obliterate Muslims. They will gradually displace the extremely coarse fanatic Salaﬁs. The
expansion of this group is evident in the scientiﬁc and cultural encounters during pilgrimage and its
impact is noticed in the recently published books.
We believe that the elimination of that group and emergence of this, can help to sketch an appropriate
image of Islam in the world, and reimburse this chaste faith which has been endangered by the dogmatic
and aggressive beliefs of the past Salaﬁs, and God willing, prepare the ground for entering Allah's
religion in throngs14, and set the stage for Islam to ﬁnd its real place in the world.
The Muslims of the world welcome the emergence of such a crowd, and consider it as an important
factor in stabilizing the pillars of Islamic brotherhood and unifying the Muslims against the enemies who
are striving to emasculate and affront Muslims. The commentaries that a mass of Islamic scholars wrote
on Alawi’s book, is another witness to this fact.
It is upon the Saudi leaders to promote this progress by opening their closed borders to Islamic books
and the writings of other Muslim countries, prepare the grounds for dialogue between the Islamic creeds
and encourage interaction between the scholars of these countries. This will be beneﬁcial both for them
and the Islamic world!
B) The danger of Extremists
B) The danger of Extremists15
One of the factors leading to the extremist Wahhabi thought are a throng of Muslims, ignorant and
illiterate individuals who exaggerate about the Saints of religion and raise them from the level of
servitude to divinity and partner them with God. Without a doubt their threat is not and has never been
less than the threat of the extremist Wahhabis and if it wasn’t for them, there was no excuse for the
Wahhabis. Expressions that are not in harmony with the spirit of Islamic monotheism and have never
been mentioned in Scripture and Tradition, such as "Creator of the Heavens and Earth", "Most

Compassionate of the compassionate" and other similar attributes speciﬁc to Almighty God, should not
be used for God's Saints as neither are they satisﬁed by this nor is this in accordance with Islamic
teachings.
The insistence of some ignorant people on these matters has caused a group who are similar to the
Extremist group in ignorance, to stand in opposition and declare that the Holy Prophet (S) (God forbid) is
powerless to do anything after his demise, including intercession and prayer for the believers and even
going to visit His (S)Tomb is forbidden innovation and so prohibited.
And this is what the Master of the faithful, Imam Ali (‘as) states: "Two kinds of people will be damned on
my account: The friends who form exaggerated opinions about me and the malevolent enemies who
under-estimate me" 16
The Khavarej and the Nasebies set the grounds for the existence of the Extremists17, and the Extremists
in turn promoted the Khavarej. It is the duty of the Islamic scholars to make every effort to guide the
Extremists and on the other they should answer the sophistries of the hard-line Wahhabis. It is difﬁcult
to keep the solidarity of the less learned masses of people in such affairs, but even harder at times when
some apparently learned ones stumble onto either side. "May Allah the Almighty keep us away from
extremism and guide us towards the right path."

2. Another Call From Another Brave Author
The Book "A Missionary and not a Prophet"!
The book, A Missionary and not a Prophet18, is a critical appraisal by a leader of the Wahhabi creed on
the issue of excommunication and declaring others as kaﬁrs, published lately and its fame has spread all
over the Hijaz (Saudi Arabia) and other countries.
The unique features of this book are the following:
1. The author of the book, Shaikh Hasan bin Farhan Maleki, is a famous intellectual of the Sunnis of
Saudi Arabia and a follower of the Maleki creed who calls himself a moderate Wahhabi.
He respects the leader of the Wahhabis, Shaikh Mohammad bin Abdul-Wahhab, but he strongly
criticizes his declarations, especially on the issue of excommunication19 of the Muslims. He states
expressly:
‘Even though I respect him, yet not only have I found him fallible, but I believe he has committed many
mistakes.’
2. His method of criticism is very polite and logical, but when it comes to criticising the themes of the
leader of Wahhabis, he is not concerned with anything at all; he even neglects the many threats that

intimidate him on behalf of the Extremist Wahhabis, as he calls them 20.
3. He is well-versed in Islamic faith and religious sources, and he is especially good at employing the
terms used by the opposite side against them, and he has amusingly dedicated a part of his book to “the
contradictions and inconsistencies in the statements of Muhammed bin Abdul-Wahhab”.
4. He believes that the Extremist Wahhabis who regard the life, wealth and reputation of the nonWahhabi Muslims permissible, are ensnared by fanaticism and are a threat to Islam, Muslims and the
region.
5. He has focused most of his criticism on the two books "Kashf-o-Shobahat"21 and "Kitab-oTawheed"22 by Muhammed bin Abdul-Wahhab, and he addresses the sources of many of his accounts
to the book, "Al-Dorar-o-Seniyah"23.
Al-Dorar-o-Seniyah is compiled by Abdul-Rahman bin Muhammed bin Qasim Al-Hanbali, who has
compiled the set of books, articles and letters by Muhammed bin Abdul-Wahhab and a group of
Wahhabi chiefs from the time of the Shaikh till today. He died in the year 1392 AH. Ben Baz, a famous
Wahhabi Jurist who died recently, used it as a text book to teach from. This book of ten volumes is a
very good source of information about Wahhabism.
6. The author of "A Missionary not a Prophet!" did not remain safe from the threats and pressures of the
extremist Wahhabis and the verdict of his ex-communication has been issued, as done to Ben Alawi
Maleki, and it is not clear what sort of destiny is awaiting him. However, he has done Islam a great
favour through this book and proven that bloodshed and anathemisations are alien to Islam and are the
result of mistaken interpretations of Islamic instructions.
7. He states in the introductory discussions to his book: "The truth is that I prepared this new reading of
the books by Muhammad ben Abdulwahhab prior to September the eleventh, and after that event I was
not very keen to publish it (as it might cause accusations against Muslims in the course of this event),
but as I watched the extremist Wahhabis constantly holding seminars and conferences to acquit the
leader of this creed, Sheikh Muhammad, and declare him innocent of any fault, I saw it necessary to
unveil the truth so that they deal even-handedly with the matter and admit the mistakes made by the
Sheikh in issuing verdicts of ex-communication. "24
8. He starts off by saying: Mohammad ben Abdulwahhab was a reformer not a prophet!
He then clariﬁes: ‘We are situated in the middle of two extremist groups; some regard him as an inﬁdel,
and others treat his sayings and speeches as prophetic phrases which no one can censure; both are
mistaken.
9. In another part of his speech he says, "The Sheikh was not unique in speaking or summoning" he
suggests: "Some followers of the Sheikh reckon him as unique in knowledge and erudition, and

condemn all the Islamic countries who did not accept the call of Wahhabism as territories of inﬁdelity and
polytheism, and furthermore, reckon all the scholars in those countries to be ignorant individuals who
know nothing of Islam!!" 25
He then adds: "Unfortunately, I found the origins of ex-communicating Muslims and the basis for
regarding their countries as the countries of inﬁdelity and all their scholars as inﬁdels, in the words of
Sheikh himself, and I will shortly mention the sources for that."
He then asserts: "Certainly, the Sheikh and his adherents have not pursued the right path in this
doctrine. Some of the mistakes that the Sheikh and a number of his followers committed, especially with
regard to the ex-communication of Muslims, entrapped many admirers of knowledge – either due to
extremism or imitation – and as a result many abrasive acts were recently carried out, (in different parts
of the world) and a group, by exploiting the same reasoning used by the Sheikh created terrifying events
(and embarked upon horrendous killings and still does so!)"
10. Mentioning the blunders of the Sheikh by any scholar in the Saudi kingdom inevitably resulted in
indignity and disgrace. Thus criticising these beliefs became an imperative duty and made me enter this
discussion.
It is obligatory for every scholar and every citizen in the country (of Saudi Arabia) to do what they can to
liberate us from these aggressions and ex-communications, and abstain from promoting what will only
harm our country and people in the long-term, although (some might think) it might have short-term
beneﬁts. We must cleanse our country and our religion from the ﬁlth of oppressive ex-communication
and the shedding of innocent blood.
At this moment in time, there is not one day that we don’t receive atrocious news of horrendous
aggressions committed in Iraq. Every day tens, and at times, even hundreds of people are hunted down
through car bombings, and in most cases you notice suicidal motives behind these operations which
reveals that it is the job of those who regard themselves as Muslims and the rest as inﬁdels whose life
and wealth are permissible to them.
This is the end product of the teachings of the school of the Sheikh who migrated from the Hejaz to
Jordan and from there to Iraq. In his footnotes at some stage in this chapter the author proposes that the
Westerners, especially the Americans, through destructive political, martial and economic policies and
multi –lateral aids to the tyrant Israel, have been the originators of these oppressions. In another section
of his sayings he goes on to explain where this unruly ex-communication, which is causing chaos, even
inside Saudi Arabia, has originated from?! And ﬁnally he arrives at the conclusion that the teachings of
the Sheikh and his school of thought are the main causes of these aggressions.
All that violence; ranging from the aggressions by the Ikhwan group in the Najd region and thereafter in
the sacred city of Mecca, to other aggressive operations and bombings elsewhere in different regions of
Saudi Arabia, are the products of the Sheikh's teachings.

He then adds: "Since those who created these aggressions and bombings, are not foreigners who have
migrated to the Hejaz from other countries, if we claim they have all received aspirations from the
Sheikh's culture and teachings, we are not far from the truth, and if one refers to their statements one
would surely confess to this fact."

A Summary Of The Book "A Missionary Not A Prophet"
Hasan Ibn Farhan Maleki, in his book, "A Missionary, not a Prophet!" is mainly concerned with criticising
the sayings and beliefs of the leader of the Wahhabis on the issue of ex-communication of Muslims and
declaring those who have rejected their sayings, as polytheists and inﬁdels.
In the ﬁrst chapter he sets off criticising the book "Kashf ul-Shubahat" in a very lucid manner.
In the second chapter he criticisies his other books on the issues of Tawheed and Polytheism.
In the third chapter he goes on to the most important issue of ex-communicating the Muslims. He then
reveals a great piece of his contradictions in a scientiﬁc manner.
In the fourth chapter he discusses whether his followers followed him in excommunicating Muslims with
ears and eyes shut, or did they engage in criticising the Sheikh's thoughts?
And ﬁnally in the ﬁfth chapter he criticizing the ideas of those opposing the Sheikh and separates the
extremists from the moderates and aligns himself with the moderates.
And amazingly he states at the end: "The summary of the discussions is that the Sheikh has gone the
wrong way on the issue of ex-communication. Confessing this matter, in the face of the reasons that we
possess, is an easy task for the fair-minded. Neither is Islam destroyed by this confession nor does the
sun rise from the West, (its just that a fallible human commited a mistake)." 26
This criticism will certainly purify this creed from the horrendous and inhuman aggressions they have
been committing in the name of Islam. The least that will happen is that it will settle the moderate
Wahhbis in place of the extremist Wahhabis.

The First Chapter: A Critique Of "Kashf Ul-Shubahat"
Kashf ul-Shubahat stands amongst the most popular books by the Sheikh. Ibn Farhan ﬁnds thirty three
signiﬁcant objections to it and criticizes them, especially those regarding the issue of ex-communication.
He expresses his amazement as to how the Wahhabi scholars disregard all these huge mistakes voiced
by the Sheikh and pass by it so easily.
He then adds: ‘If only some of them had questioned just a few of his mistakes, I wouldn’t have seen the
necessity for writing this book, but what should I do when everybody kept quiet’.

Exaggeration And Overstatement About Saints
Mohammed ben Abdulwahhab states in the outset of the book Kashf ul-Shubahat: "Monotheism
(Tawheed) is the religion of the prophets whom Allah has sent to His servants, the ﬁrst amongst them is
Noah (‘as) the Almighty sent him to his nation at the time when they had exaggerated about the Saints."
Thereafter Ibn Farhan remarks: The opening to this assertion is correct. However, it ends erroneously
and it is perhaps a prelude to ex-communication! The Almighty sent Noah (‘a), to summon people
towards the unitary God and to abandon polytheism, because they worshipped idols called Wadd and
Sowa' and so on…Their problem was not conﬁned to just exaggerating about the Saints. Exaggeration
and overstatement can be the cause for polytheism (or disbelief), but indeed not every overstatement is
polytheism nor does anyone have the right to shed Muslim blood based on this excuse!
He then goes on to say: ‘I do not claim that the exaggerations made about Saints and the great ones of
religion or some superstitious rituals are correct, I claim they are wrong but cannot be termed as
blasphemy’.
Some people criticized the Sheikh saying that those whom he ex-communicated and went to war
against and killed, were Muslims who established prayer, fasted and performed the pilgrimage. He
responded that since they exaggerate about the dignitaries of religion they are all disbelievers and are
even worse than the polytheists of the era of paganism. 27
Ibn Farhan is astounded that the opposers of exaggeration, are themselves given to unbelievable
exaggeration about Sheikh Mohammad ben Abdulwahhab by regarding him pure from making any
mistake, calling him "the patriarch of existence", 28 a term that they don’t even allow to be used for the
Holy Prophet (S).
And in the last critique (the thirty-third critique), he addresses the Sheikh and states that on page 70 of
his book, the only exception that he has made on the issue of blasphemy (or ex-communication) is of
those who are "reluctant" (unwilling), meaning those who are forced to make a blasphemous statement.
He has then referred to the Qur'anic verse "Except he who was compelled". Ibn Farhan mentions another
party mentioned in the Quran, who rose in denial of some religious matters (while they believed in the
fundamentals of Islam), due to unawareness and ignorance, or as a result of incorrect understanding of
the Qu'anic verses and narrated traditions. Those people, according to the Quran and traditions, are
excused and are not considered as disbelievers.
He then concludes: ‘One of the shortcomings of the Sheikh's methodology lies in his procedure of taking
hold of one Qur'anic verse or a single tradition and leaving aside the rest of the verses and traditions,
and this is a very grave mistake.'

The Second Chapter: A critique of Al-Dorar ul-Sonniyah
In the second chapter of the book, he questions the Sheikh's views in Al-Dorar ul-Sonniyah and points
out forty mistakes, including the statement in this book29: ‘none of the scholars of Najd nor the judges of
that region know the meaning of "ﻪ( "ﻻ إﻟﻪ إﻻ اﻟThere is no God but Allah), and they cannot distinguish
between the religion brought by Mohammad (S) and the religion of Amr ibn Lahi (the famous idol
worshipper of the era of paganism); they consider the religion of Amr ibn Lahi superior and even the
right religion’. As a result, he declares all scholars, Jurists and Judges of that region polytheists and
inﬁdels.
Ibn Farhan then cites the books written about the scholars and the jurists of this region to show that
Sheikh Mohammad was heading in the wrong direction when ex-communicating Muslims. Amongst the
cases that he raised concerning exaggeration in ex-communication by this extremist Wahhabi group,
are the following two cases:
1) Ex-communication of the Shi'a: Sheikh Mohammad ben Abdulwahhab suggests that whoever
doubts the inﬁdelity of the Shia is an inﬁdel. 30 Ibn Farhan goes on to say: ‘This is while Ibn Taymiah,
with all his exaggerations and hostilities towards the Shia regards them as Mulsims (even though he
considers Shias as the people of forbidden innovations), but says explicitly that they are not inﬁdels
(disbelievrs).’ 31
The author then suggests: ‘It was only after these inhuman and un-Islamic fatwas that the killing of the
Shia, who were the ones who actually laid the foundations for the most developed doctrine of Tawheed
(monotheism) in Islam, began and continues to this day.
2. The Sheikh states: ‘Whoever curses a companion of the Holy Prophet (whoever it may be) is an
inﬁdel! 32
Ibn Farhan Maleki states clearly, ‘Mo`awiyah according to the explicit text of Sahih Muslim33
commanded his people to curse Imam Ali (‘as) (and for decades, from the pulpits, speakers
cursed Imam Ali (‘as). In spite of this, did the Shaikh call Mo'awiyah an inﬁdel? 34
This Maleki Sunni scholar states: ‘It has been seen that Sheikh Mohammad, defends himself thus: "The
enemies claim that I ex-communicate individuals upon suspicion, I regard ignorant individuals who
haven’t been provided with proof as inﬁdels. This is a great calumny. They intend to break up people
from the religion of God and His Messenger." 35
Ibn Farhan states: ‘This very claim by the Sheikh is an implicit ex-communication in relation to those
who have not embraced Wahhabism, since he means that the religion of God and His Messenger, that
they intend to distance the people from, is the creed of Wahhabism. Therefore, those opposing
Wahhabism, disbelieve the religion of God and His Messenger.’ 36

Contradiction In The Words Of The Sheikh
Ibn Farhan refers to other explicit sayings of the Shaikh and states: ‘There are many faults and errors
imputed to the Sheikh which he wards off himself, while most of them exist in his sayings! He then
mentions twenty-ﬁve cases of these imputations with reference to their source and evidence, including
what the Sheikh denies regarding the following:
He considers the fourfold creeds of the Sunnah as void!
Whoever implores the Saints is an inﬁdel!
1) If he ﬁnds the power and ability he will demolish the Tomb and the Holy Shrine of the Prophet (S)!
(And akin to the shrines of the Imams of the household and other dignitaries in Baqee, he will level it to
the ground.)
He regards the visit to the sepulchre of the Prophet (S) as forbidden!
He regards everybody as inﬁdels, except those who follow him!
He has denied many other statements similar to these, while they are either found explicitly in his books
or heard in his speeches, and this amazing contradiction surprises anyone who goes through his work
with an open mind.

The Third Chapter: Pursuing His Path
Hasan Ibn Farhan Maleki, in the third chapter of his book states: ‘Unfortunately the students and the
followers of the Sheikh followed his path of ex-communication, and decreed many Arab and non-Arab
tribes, many followers of the Islamic creeds, and a group of famous Muslim scholars, as inﬁdels. 37
They decreed the following:
1) Stating blatantly that all the people of Mecca and Medina are inﬁdels (who at that time had not
embraced the creed of Wahhabism). 38
2) Whoever has accepted the call of Mohammad Ibn Abdulwahhab but still believes that his father
passed away as a Muslim, is an inﬁdel! He must be forced to repent. Whoever refuses to repent, must
be beheaded! His wealth will be conﬁscated by the Islamic government's state treasury! If he has
performed Hajj (pilgrimage) prior to this he must repeat his Hajj, since it was before accepting
Wahhabism and he was then still a polytheist, 39
3) The entire Ottoman Empire was inﬁdel, and whoever did not consider that government as inﬁdel was
an inﬁdel. 40
4) The Ash'aries were inﬁdels as they were unaware of the meaning of the two testimonies;41 the

Mu'tazelies were also inﬁdels. 42
5) The withholder of alms (compulsory purifying tax) was an inﬁdel. 43
6) Those who employed non-Muslims in their ofﬁces and homes, those who neglected many religious
obligations and performed many of the religious prohibitions, knew nothing of the two testimonies except
for its pronunciation, were all inﬁdels and apostates! 44
Hasan Ibn Farhan after mentioning the twenty seven errors that the students of the Sheikh and his
followers had made in ex-communicating the Muslims, continues to say: "After all this overindulgence in
the matter of ex-communication whose like you wouldn’t ﬁnd anywhere, a group of the Wahhabi
scholars pointed their aggressive ex-communicative attacks towards Sayid Qutb, Mawduodi, Ikhwan ulMuslimeen and Hizb ul-Tahrir. It is true that they were afﬂicted by immoderation in the political ﬁeld, but
their immoderation did not by any means reach the immoderation of Wahhabis in all aspects, be it
political, theological, jurisprudential, cultural or social; fairness is indeed lacking here." 45
He then adds: "Thinking about the previous statements, is there anything left of the so called 'holy
struggle' programme (and the attack against Muslims) that the Wahhabis have forgotten to mention?" 46
And at the end of this discussion he points out that after Mohammad Ibn Abdulwahhab the surge of excommunication overtook the Wahhabis themselves, where by some ex-communicated others and
captured their women! He then mentions several of these incidents with reference to the book Al-Dorar
ul-Sonniyah.47
He ends this chapter on a hopeful note and states: ‘The son of the founder of the Wahhabi creed,
Abdullah Ibn Mohammad, moved to Egypt after the collapse of "Darieyah" (a town in the Hejaz), and was
transferred from that closed fanatical environment to a more open environment where he attained some
new awareness, resorted to the school of moderation, denied the decree of ex-communicating different
groups of Muslims due to religious innovations that his father believed in, and declared that no one could
be ex-communicated unless he or she denied one of the necessities of religion or acted upon a deed
which according to Muslim consensus is a cause for ex-communication. 48 49

The Fourth Chapter: The Muslim Viewpoint
In the fourth chapter he speaks of the opponents of the Sheikh who ex-communicated him (Sheikh) and
all the Wahhabis. He then goes on to justify their case and states: these kinds of ex-communications
are of no value, they must only be admitted as their fallacy (especially regarding their excommunications).
In this chapter, he names twenty two people among the Sunni scholars most of whom were from Najd
and Mecca, and some of the scholars of Damascus, Iraq, Tunis and Morocco, who all stood against the
Sheikh, and some even wrote books denying the sayings of Mohammad ibn Abdulwahhab. 50 By doing

so, he shows that most of his opposition rose from his own region or were his own relatives!

The Most Important Allegations Against Wahhabi Leaders!
Ibn Farhan summarizes the main criticism levelled against the Sheikh by the prominent Sunni scholars,
in four main points:
• Ex-communication of Muslims
• Claiming prophet hood (indirectly not speciﬁcally)
• Believing in assimilation in God and in Him being an object,
• Denying the miraculous deeds of the Saints and great ones of religion
He then says: ‘The main allegation is the ﬁrst one which nobody can deny.’
Thereafter, he quotes from the famous author of the book "Da'wa al-munawe'in" ()دﻋﻮی اﻟﻤﻨﺎوﺋﻴﻦ, Sheikh
Ahmed Zaini Dahlan, that: "The Wahhabis regard no one as monotheist, except he who follows
every single word of their sayings!" 51
He quotes another famous scholar, Zahawi, who said if somebody asked him what the Wahhabi creed
was and what its objective was, he would say in reply to both questions: "Ruling all Muslims in the
world as inﬁdels! This short answer is sufﬁcient for these kinds of questions."
Hasan Ibn Farhan tries to acquit Sheikh of the other three accusations. However, the ﬁrst accusation
which he has accepted is not at all a minor accusation, considering the fact that the holy Quran strictly
prohibits accusing other Muslims of inﬁdelity including those who only pretend to be Muslims:
"Do not say to someone who offers you peace 'you are not a believer' so as to attain the worldly life's
enjoyable accessories [and to take possession of his property]."52
Considering the explicitness of this Holy Verse, is there any room left for ex-communicating Muslims?!
The Almighty states in another place:
"Should anyone kill a believer intentionally, his requital shall be hell to remain in it [forever]; Allah shall
be wrathful at him and curse him and He shall prepare for him a great punishment."53
This verse sends a shiver down the spine of any true believer; intimidated by the ﬁre of hell, and it being
an eternal punishment combined with Divine wrath and vengeance, is a description that has not been
mentioned for any of the great sins – except for homicide.
Describing the Divine punishment as eternal – in view of the point that this great punishment is

speciﬁcally for dis-believers – shows that the killers of Muslims will deﬁnitely die faithless, and their
eternal stay in hell is certain.
Now think of the status of those who murdered, on baseless excuses, the believers who established
prayer and fasted and performed all the Islamic rituals, then captured their women and plundered their
belongings. Not one person, but hundreds or even thousands of people including men, women, infants,
old and young were devastated. And they call it the religion of Islam and the Mohammadi Tawheed and
consider themselves to be the rescuers! "We seek refuge in Allah." Whereas they are the referent of this
Holy Verse:
"And Satan has made their deeds seem decorous to them thus he has barred them from the way [of
Allah], so they are not guided." 54
Fortunately, many of the followers of this creed have recently noticed their mistake and now regard the
ex-communication of Muslims as a great sin, even if they are according to them, the people of
innovation. Hopefully, this will cleanse Islam of aggression and terror.
At the end – for a hopeful ending – we will go over a very important declaration which was recently
written and published by a group of scholars, jurists and traditionists of Saudi Arabia: This declaration
was published in numerous newspapers, but we quote it from the book "ﻠﻤﻴﻦ( "ﻣﻌﺠﻢ ﻃﺒﻘﺎت اﻟﻤﺘThe
glossary of the rankings of theologians).
1. – The beauty.
2. –ﺢ" "ﻣﻔﺎﻫﻴﻢ ﻳﺠﺐ أن ﺗﺼﺤ.
3. –ﺢ" "ﻣﻔﺎﻫﻴﻢ ﻳﺠﺐ أن ﺗﺼﺤ: "Concepts that Need to be Rectiﬁed" pages 29 & 30 (with slight summarization).
4. – Isthmus period between death and resurrection.
5. –ﺢ" "ﻣﻔﺎﻫﻴﻢ ﻳﺠﺐ أن ﺗﺼﺤ: "Concepts that Need to be Rectiﬁed" page 37.
6. –ﺢ" "ﻣﻔﺎﻫﻴﻢ ﻳﺠﺐ أن ﺗﺼﺤ: "Concepts that Need to be Rectiﬁed" page 68.
7. – راﺑﻄﺔ اﻟﻌﺎﻟﻢ اﻻﺳﻼﻣ اﻟﻤﺠﻤﻊ اﻟﻔﻘﻬ.
8. – .ﺔ ﻣﻔﺎﻫﻴﻢ ﮐﺎن اﻟﻨﺎس ﻗﺪ ﻫﺎﻣﻮا ﻓﻴﻬﺎ وزاﺋﻠﻬﺎ ﻟﺒﺲ و اﺑﻬﺎمﺻﺤ
ﺑﺤﺚ دﻗﻴﻖ ﻻ ﻳﻘﻮم ﻟﻪ ﺧﺒﻂ و ﺧﻠﻂ و ﺗﺪﻟﻴﺲ و اﺑﻬﺎم
 ﻟﻨﺎ ﻣﺎ ﻟﻢ ﺗﻨﻠﻪ ﻣﻦ اﻟﺤﺬاق أﻓﻬﺎمأﺑﺪی ﺑﻪ اﻟﻌﻠﻮی اﻟﻤﺎﻟ
9. –ﺢ" "ﻣﻔﺎﻫﻴﻢ ﻳﺠﺐ أن ﺗﺼﺤ: "Concepts that Need to be Rectiﬁed" page 55.
10. –ﺳﺒﺎب اﻟﻤﺴﻠﻢ ﻓﺴﻮق و ﻗﺘﺎﻟﻪ ﮐﻔﺮ
11. –ﺢ" "ﻣﻔﺎﻫﻴﻢ ﻳﺠﺐ أن ﺗﺼﺤ: "Concepts that Need to be Rectiﬁed" page 181.
12. – Summaries from ﺢ" "ﻣﻔﺎﻫﻴﻢ ﻳﺠﺐ أن ﺗﺼﺤ: "Concepts that need to be Rectiﬁed" pages 194-242.
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The Statement issued by the Council of Senior Ulema of Saudi Arabia condemning the
aggression of Wahhabis

Translation Of The Statement By The Council Of The Senior

Ulema [Religious Scholars] Of Saudi Arabia
All praise is due to Allah, and may the blessings and salutations be upon God's Messenger (S) as well
as his kin and companions and those who were guided by them, thereafter:
The council of the "the senior scholars" in its forty ninth assembly which took place in Ta'ef on the 2nd of
Rabi u Thani 1419 AH, examined the incidents taking place in the Islamic countries and other places
involving ex-communications, explosions, bloodshed and destruction of institutions. In view of the
importance of this matter and its consequences, the killing of the innocent, the destruction of property,
causing fear amongst people and creating insecurity, instability and precariousness in society, the
assembly has decided to clarify the ruling regarding this matter for the sake of divine benevolence for the
servants of God and fulﬁlment of duty, in order to eliminate any misunderstanding of Islamic concepts.
On this basis the following points are mentioned and success from Allah in their fulﬁlments is pleaded:
1) Ex-communication (regarding one as an inﬁdel [Kafer]) is a religious ruling which requires certain
criteria to be appointed by God and His messenger, just as the permissible, the prohibited and the
compulsory rulings must be set by Allah. Moreover, ex-communication and the sayings and deeds
which are sometimes considered as blasphemy (Kufr) are not equivalent to the greater blasphemy
which will cause expulsion from the religion of Islam.
Therefore – since the ruling to ex-communication must be on behalf of Allah and His messenger – it is
not permitted to ex-communicate someone unless a clear proof from the book and tradition witness his
blasphemy, hence, suspicion and presumption is never sufﬁcient, because very heavy rulings will be laid
on this judgement. While we believe that according to the principle that asserts "legal punishments are
repudiated through doubts" we must not act without certainty, in the case of "ex-communication", due to
the signiﬁcant impact that it incorporates, it is even more important than the ﬁxed penalties and thus the
Holy Prophet (S) forewarned everybody of ex-communicating someone who is not really an inﬁdel, and
stated:
"If somebody addresses his Muslim brother as: O Kaﬁr! (Inﬁdel) and is speaking the truth, the
opposite side will be ensnared in divine retribution, but if he is lying this will return to him."
At times certain phrases are seen in the Book and traditions which reveal that a certain word or deed or
belief will result in blasphemy, while there are certain obstacles which prevent this ruling. This is similar
to the other rulings which are not ascertained without the assemblage of all legal causes and conditions
and the elimination of the obstructions. For instance, heritage is one of the divine rulings which comes
with kinship but at times certain obstacles prevent this ruling to materialize, like disparity in religion. Also,
there are instances when somebody is forced to utter blasphemous statements but it does not make him
an inﬁdel (as he has been compelled); at times one might utter a blasphemous statement in a state of
excessive joy or anger (when one is not in control of his emotions) and it would not lead to his inﬁdelity.

This is much the same as the famous story where somebody said in a state of extreme bliss: "Oh God!
You are my servant and I am your Lord!"
Signiﬁcant and threatening consequences proceed from haste in ex-communication, amongst which are
declaring a person's life and property as permitted for offence, preventing his inheritance and declaring
his separation from his wife, which are amongst the consequences of apostasy. How can a Muslim be
allowed to accuse another Muslim without being absolutely certain and not having the smallest of doubts
(and take the responsibility for all these?)
Hastiness in excommunication has great dangers, since Almighty God states:
"Say [O, Messenger] The things that My Creator and Nurturer has forbidden are: Shameful deeds
whether committed openly or secretly: and sins and unjust Rebellion and considering partners for Allah
for which Allah has not sent down any authority; and saying things about Allah of which you have no
knowledge." 1
According to this Holy Verse any kind of indecent act, aggression, polytheism and undeserved
accusations and baseless statements about God are considered as forbidden.
2) The outcome of this false ideology (accusing Muslims of polytheism), that is regarding lives as
permitted for offence, dishonouring and disgracing other people and plundering their properties, and
exploding buildings, vehicles, business and trade centres, according to the consensus of all Muslims are
forbidden and sinful acts, as they will lead to the dishonouring of lives and possessions and will destroy
the peace and security of the people who make journeys every day morning till evening from their
houses to their work places. These dreadful deeds will also dismantle the public interests of society
without which life will become unbearable.
Islam has honoured the properties, belongings and lives of Muslims and allows no one to trespass their
inviolable sanctuary, and among the last issues that the Holy Prophet (S) announced to all Muslims in
his farewell pilgrimage was that he stated: "Your lives, property and belongings must be honoured by all
of you, just as you honour this month (prohibited month) and this Holy Land (Mecca). He then repeated:
Oh Lord! Be witness that I said (that which I had to say)!"
This tradition is approved unanimously by the narrators.
And he stated further: "A Muslim is prohibited to dispossess another Muslim of his belongings; his life,
property, women, and reputation". He also said: "Refrain from injustice since an unjust person wil be
alone in darkness on Judgement day."
Moreover the gloriﬁed Lord has threatened those who shed the blood of the innocent, with the severest
punishment:
"Should anyone kill a believer intentionally, his requital shall be hell, to remain in it [for ever]; Allah shall

be wrathful at him and curse him and He shall prepare for him a great punishment." 2
And also with regards to the inadvertent killing of a non-believer who lives under the refuge of Muslims,
he said: "Must pay blood money and award compensations to his family." 3
In view of all these, what would be the ruling for his deliberate killing? For sure this crime would be
greater and its punishment more severe.
In an authentic tradition from the Holy Prophet (S), it has been mentioned that he who kills a non-Muslim
who is in treaty with the Muslims will never smell the scent of heaven!
3) This council announces to all the people of the globe that Islam repudiates these sorts of invalid
beliefs and regards all that is being carried out presently in some countries, like the killings of the
innocent, exploding of houses and vehicles, city centres and private property and destruction of work
places, as a heinous crime.
Similarly, every Muslim who believes in God and the day of judgement is weary of these acts. These
acts are performed by those whose thoughts have deviated and gone astray, so the blame for these
crimes falls solely on them and should not be aligned with Islam nor the Muslims who are guided by
Islam and adhere to the Holy Quran and the traditions.
These are obscene acts of corruption and ruthless homicide which are not accepted by Islamic divine
law and basic human nature.
Thus the Islamic traditions have strictly prohibited these actions, and have forbidden companionship with
these kinds of people….
This statement ends with several verses and traditions that demonstrate Islam as the religion of love,
friendship, cooperation in goodness and virtue, logical faith and wise dialogue, the religion of abstinence
from any sort of violence and aggression.4

A Concise Analysis Of This Statement
This statement was signed by the highest ranking religious scholar of Saudi Wahhabism,Abdul-Aziz ben
Abdullah ben Baz, and twenty other high ranking scholars and was issued shortly before the demise of
ben Baz. It consists of several important points, some of which are presented as follows:
1) Though this statement should have been published prior to all the bloodshed and wastage of precious
lives, property and reputations, and is like the cure that arrives too late, but, at whatever stage of danger,
preventing it is gain and beneﬁt, and so worthy of gratitude and appreciation. Finally, a very strong and
expressive ultimatum was issued against the hard-liners who claimed to be admirers of the divine
legislator, yet they made it clear to all that they didn’t accept this statement, and followed their own

desires and aspirations not the Islamic rulings.
2) This statement has in practice paved the way for criticising the thoughts and beliefs of Sheikh
Mohammad ben Abdulwahhab and even the Wahhabis can criticise him respectfully, and arrive at a
more moderate outcome in the their creed so that they can work in cooperation with other Muslims.
3) This carefully worded statement, announced to the hard-liners that the era of excommunicating
Muslims had now ended, and they could not accuse anyone who did not agree with their thoughts, of
blasphemy and destroy their lives, wealth and reputation because this act might lead to the inﬁdelity of
its doer.
4) This statement improved the detestable and aggressive picture that this group had sketched of Islam
to the world and demonstrated that the real Muslims were weary of these actions, especially since those
acts granted a very good excuse to the lords of the church and the Zionists, to introduce this ugly sketch
as the real face of Islam and frighten the world by it. We seek refuge in God from the detriment of the
ignorant, and pray that God guides everyone towards the straight path and relieves them from the traps
of Satan.

A Friendly Advice To The Islamic Scholars Of The Hijaz
We offer our friendly and humble advice to all Wahhabi scholars who seek the path of moderation; do
not lose this precious opportunity to re-examine the principles of Wahhabism and vigilantly ﬁll the huge
gap between them and all other Muslims, which the enemies are currently making the most of.
We make the following friendly suggestions:
1) Condemn accusing Muslims of polytheism and blasphemy for matters that are highly jurisprudential
and advise their followers to abide by this holy Quranic command: "Do not say to someone who offers
you peace, 'You are not a believer'".
2) Strongly condemn any religious aggression which has resulted in horrendous terrors in Iraq, Pakistan,
Afghanistan and even in Saudi Arabia and other parts of the world. Those aggressions that defame the
glorious religion of Islam, which is for sure the future faith of the whole world, and offers the best means
of propaganda to the enemies of Islam, and ruins all the efforts that the Islamic thinkers, missionaries
and informed Islamic writers have carried out in the way of propogating Islam. Condemn all that injustice
and regard it as an example of the extinction of a race and generation5 which is mentioned in the Quran.
3) To make way for friendly and logical dialogues on the basis of mutual respect without affront
(disrespect) and accusations of polytheism and ignorance, with the other Islamic scholars and accept
that which they ﬁnd true according to this verse "those who listen to the word [of Allah] and follow
the best [sense] of it".

To open their ideological and geographical borders to the scientiﬁc and logical books of the Islamic
creeds and to feel no danger for themselves in doing so, and to exchange students and learners with the
seminaries of other Islamic countries.
To remove the walls of distrust, suspicion and bad intention between themselves and other Muslims and
to be in touch and visit each other's seminaries and be prepared to participate in the conferences on
different Islamic matters in any part of the Islamic world.
4) To warn their friends against considering their exegesis of divine law on the major and minor matters
as the reality of Islam and regard other than that as blasphemy, wrong-doing and forbidden innovation,
and to hear the message of the Holy Verse that states: "We do not grant you knowledge, except a
little."
Whenever these six principles are put into practice it is hoped that unity amongst the ranks of Muslims
will prevail and the reaching out for Allah's cord will be desired and Islam’s objective to "prevail over all
religions" will be accomplished.
In the hope of such a day… with Allah as the helper INSHAALLAH.
Muharram ul-Haram 1426
Nasir Makarim Shirazi.
1. – Surah A'raf 7:33.
2. – Surah AL-Nisa 4:93.
3. – Extracted from verse 92 of Surah 4 (Al-Nisa).
4. – This statement was published in many newspapers and journals of Saudi Arabia, but we quoted from the book "ﻃﺒﻘﺎت
ﻠﻤﻴﻦ"اﻟﻤﺘ, Volume 4 page 100.
5. – ﺣﺮث و ﻧﺴﻞ.

Source URL: https://www.al-islam.org/wahabism-crossroads-ayatullah-naser-makarem-shirazi
Links
[1] https://www.al-islam.org/user/login?destination=node/39826%23comment-form
[2] https://www.al-islam.org/user/register?destination=node/39826%23comment-form
[3] https://www.al-islam.org/person/ayatullah-naser-makarem-shirazi
[4] https://www.al-islam.org/organization/abwa-publishing-and-printing-center
[5] https://www.al-islam.org/person/mustapha-muhammadi
[6] https://www.al-islam.org/library/sunni-shia
[7] https://www.al-islam.org/library/politics-current-affairs
[8] https://www.al-islam.org/tags/wahhabism
[9] https://www.al-islam.org/feature/resources-further-research

