Sub Title:
40 Ahadith: Lofty Status of Parents

Publisher(s):
The Islamic Education Board of the World Federation of KSIMC [3]
40 selected traditions narrated through the Prophet [s] and his Ahl al-Bayt [a] on the topic of Parents
and their high status in Islam.

Category:
Family [4]
Hadith Collections [5]

Topic Tags:
Duties [6]
Parenting [7]
Livelihood [8]

Featured Category:
Introducing Islam [9]
Buy Online:
40 Ahadith: Lofty Status of Parents [10]
The Noble Prophet (peace be upon him and his family) has said:

ًﻴﻬﺎ ﻓَﻘﺔﺎﻣﻴ اﻟْﻘمﻮ ﻳﻪ اﻟـﺜَﻪﻌﺎ ﺑﻮنَ ﺑِﻬﻌـﻨْﺘَﻔﺪِﻳﺜًﺎ ﻳ ﺣﻴﻦﻌﺑر اـﺘﻣ اـﻠـﻆَ ﻋﻔ ﺣﻦﻣ
.ًـﻤﺎﺎﻟﻋ
“The person from amongst my nation who memorizes forty traditions pertaining to those issues of
religion which he is in need of, Allah shall resurrect him on the Day of Judgment as a scholar with a
deep insight into the faith.”
In following the above hadith, The Islamic Education Board of The World Federation of KSIMC (IEB ‑
WF) has decided to publish a series of booklets of 40 ahadith on different subjects. The ahadith, which

have been selected from various sources, are short and simple and therefore easy to understand and
memorize. It is envisaged that the booklets will not only be useful for Zakireen, Madrasah teachers and
students, but will be of beneﬁt to the Ummah at large.
The collection of the ahadith, together with their translation in English, was carried out by Shaykh
Shahnawaz Mahdavi. IEB ‑ WF would like to thank the Shaykh Mahdavi for his efforts in the compilation
and translation of this work. May Allah (Glory and Greatness be to Him) accept this work as a further
attempt by IEB ‑ WF to propagate Islam.

Although our existence is from Allah (Glory and Greatness be to Him), it is our parents who are the
means of giving us life. We are an offshoot of their existence and a fruit of the garden of their
unparalleled affection, training, love and sentiments.
When the forgetful human being grows up to become big and strong and comes to acquire a certain
credibility (in life), he forgets the period wherein he was weak and lacking in strength. He disregards the
exhaustive efforts of his parents; what ingratitude could be worse than this?
Humanity and ethics demand that we safeguard these two jewels (our mother and father) - by exhibiting
goodness towards them while they are alive, and by means of charity and goodly remembrance after
their death.
Our lives are an extension of our parent’s lives while our children’s lives are a continuation of ours. Our
good behavior towards our parents and our exhibition of kindness towards them shall cause our children
to grow up as grateful and righteous individuals. They shall behave with us just as we have behaved
with our own parents.
Just as it is beyond our means to fulﬁll the rights of Allah (Glory and Greatness be to Him) and to thank
Him for all His bounties in their entirety, similarly we can never thank our parents sufﬁciently for their
efforts. The only thing that we can do is to acknowledge our inability and submit ourselves, in humility
and reverence, before these two angels. However, comprehension of their status in the eyes of Allah
(Glory and Greatness be to Him) paves the way to fulﬁll some of their numerous rights.
The traditions that we shall read in this collection of forty traditions shall serve to make us aware of some
of our responsibilities towards our parents.
May Allah (Glory and Greatness be to Him) grant us the Divine success that we may come be regarded
amongst those who have been good towards their parents.
“O’ Allah! Make us such that we may be grateful for the efforts of our parents.”
“O’ Allah! Make us successful in bringing forth a generation of pure-hearted, believing, grateful and

righteous individuals.”

ﺮﺒْﻨْﺪَكَ اﻟ ﻋﻠُﻐَﻦﺒﺎ ﻳﻣﺎﻧﺎً اﺴﺣ اﻦﺪَﻳاﻟ ﺑِﺎﻟْﻮ وﺎهﻳ اﻻﺪُوا اﺒ ﺗَﻌﻻﻚَ اﺑ ر ﻗَﻀو
ًﺮِﻳـﻤﺎ ﻛﻻﺎ ﻗَﻮﻤ ﻟَﻬ ﻗُﻞﺎ وﻤﻫﺮ ﺗَﻨْﻬ ﻻ وٍفﺎ اﻤ ﻟَﻬ ﺗَﻘُﻞﺎ ﻓَﻼﻤﻫﻼ ﻛوﺎ اﻤﺪُﻫﺣا
“And your Lord has commanded that you shall not serve (any) but Him, and that you shall show
goodness to your parents. If either or both of them reach old age with you, say not to them (so
much as) “Ugh” nor chide them, and speak to them a generous word.”
Noble Qur’an, Surat Bani Isra’il (17) Verse 23

1. The Greatest Obligatory Act

.ـﺔ ﻓَﺮِﻳﻀﺮﺒﻛ اﻦﺪَﻳاﻟ اﻟْﻮ ﺑِﺮ: ﻗَﺎلﻧﱠﻪ )ع( اﻴﻦﻨﻣﻮﻴﺮِ اﻟْﻤﻣ اﻦﻋ
The Commander of the Faithful (peace be upon him) has said: “Goodness towards (one’s) parents is the
greatest obligatory act.”
Mizanul Hikmah, Volume 10, Page 709

2. The Best of Deeds

 ﻓﺎد اﻟْﺠِﻬ وﺪَﻳﻦاﻟ اﻟْﻮ ﺑِﺮﺎ وﻬﻗْﺘﻮةُ ﻟﻼﺎلِ اﻟﺼﻤﻋ اﻻﻞﻓْﻀ ا:( )عﺎدِق اﻟﺼﻗَﺎل
.ﻪ اﻟـﺒِﻴﻞﺳ
Imam as-Sadiq (peace be upon him) has said: “The best deeds are: Salat in its stipulated hour,
goodness towards parents and Jihad in the way of Allah.”
Biharul Anwar, Volume 74, Page 85

3. Attachment to Parents

ﻣﺎً وﻮﺎ ﺑِﻚَ ﻳﻤﻬَﻧْﺴ ﺪِه ﺑِﻴ اﻟﱠﺬِي ﻧَﻔْﺴﻚَ ﻓَﻮﺪَﻳاﻟ وﻊ ﻣﺮ ﻓَﻘ:( )صﻪ اﻟﻮلﺳ رﻓَﻘَﺎل
.ﻨَﺔﺎدِ ﺳ ﺟِﻬﻦ ﻣﺮﻠَﺔً ﺧَﻴﻟَﻴ
[A person once approached the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his family) and said: “I
have an old father and mother, who due to their attachment towards me, are not keen for me to go to
Jihad.”]
[Hearing this], the Noble Prophet (peace be upon him and his family) said: “(If such is the case then)
Stay with your parents for, by the One in whose control lies my soul, their attachment of one day and
one night to you is better than one year of Jihad.”
Biharul Anwar, Volume 74, Page 82

4. The Most Beloved Deed

 ُةﻼ اﻟﺼ؟ ﻗَﺎلﻞ ﺟ وﺰ ﻋﻪ اﻟﻟـ اﺐﺣﺎلِ اﻤﻋ اﻻي ا:( )صﻪ اﻟﻮلﺳ رﻟْﺖﺎﺳ
 ﻓﺎد اﻟْﺠِﻬءٍٍ؟ ﻗَﺎلَ ﺷي ا ﺛُﻢ ﻗُﻠْﺖ.ﺪَﻳﻦاﻟ اﻟْﻮ ﺑِﺮ؟ ﻗَﺎلٍءَ ﺷي ا ﺛُﻢ ﻗُﻠْﺖ.ﺎﻬﻗْﺘﻮﻟ
.ﻪ اﻟﺒِﻴﻞﺳ
[Ibne `Abbas states:] “I questioned the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his family): Which
deed is the most beloved in the eyes of Allah, the Mighty, the Glorious?” He (peace be upon him and his
family) replied: “(Offering) prayers at their stipulated times.” I then asked: “Which is the next most
beloved deed?” He (peace be upon him and his family) answered: “Goodness towards (one’s) parents.”
I asked him again: “After this which is the most beloved act?” He (peace be upon him and his family)
said: “Jihad in the way of Allah.”
Biharul Anwar, Volume 74, Page 70

5. Looking at Parents

ة ﻧَﻈْﺮﻞِ ﺑﺎنَ ﻟَﻪ ﻛﻻ اﺔﻤﺣ ﺑِﺮﻪﻳﻮﺑ اﻟـ ا ﻧَﻈَﺮٍﺎرﻟَﺪٍ ﺑ وﻦﺎ ﻣ ﻣ:( )صﻪ اﻟﻮلﺳ رﻗَﺎل
.ﻢ ﻧَﻌ؟ ﻗَﺎلةﺔَ ﻧَﻈْﺮﺎﯨ ﻣمﻮ ﻳﻞ ﻛ ﻓنْ ﻧَﻈَﺮ ا وﻪ اﻟﻮلﺳﺎ ر ﻓَﻘَﺎﻟُﻮا ﻳ.ٌةورﺮﺒﺔٌ ﻣﺠﺣ

.ﺐﻃْﻴ ا وﺮﺒﻛ اﻪﻟا
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his family) said: “Every righteous child who casts a
look of mercy and affection upon his parents shall be granted, for every look of his, rewards equivalent to
that of an accepted Hajj.” Those around the Prophet questioned: “O’ Prophet of Allah! Even if he were to
look at them a hundred times a day?” The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his family)
replied: “Indeed! Allah is the Greatest and Most Kind.”
Biharul Anwar, Volume 74, Page 73

6. The Great Rank of Parents

ﺮﻣ ا:ىﺧْﺮﺛَﺔٌ اﺎ ﺛَﻼونٍ ﺑِﻬﻘْﺮ ﻣﺛَﺔ ﺑِﺜَﻼﺮﻣ اﻪنﱠ اﻟ ا:ﺎ )ع( ﻗَﺎلﺿِ اﻟﺮﻦﺴ اﻟْﺤِﺑﻦ اﻋ
 وﺮِ ﻟَﻪ ﺑِﺎﻟﺸﱡﺮﻣ ا وﺗُﻪﻼ ﺻﻨْﻪ ﻣﻞ ﺗُﻘْﺒكِّ ﻟَﻢﺰ ﻳ ﻟَﻢ وﻠﱠ ﺻﻦ ﻓَﻤﺎةﻛ اﻟﺰ وةﻼﺑِﺎﻟﺼ
ﻦ ﻓَﻤﻢﺣ اﻟﺮﻠَﺔ ﺻ وﻪ اﻟّﻘَﺎء ﺑِﺎﺗﺮﻣ ا وﻪﺮِ اﻟْﺸ ﻳ ﻟَﻢﻪﺪَﻳاﻟ وﺮْﺸ ﻳ ﻟَﻢﻦ ﻓَﻤﻦﺪَﻳاﻟﻠْﻮﻟ
.ﻪ اﻟﺘﱠﻖ ﻳ ﻟَﻢﻪﻤﺣ رﻞﺼ ﻳﻟَﻢ
Imam al-Ridha (peace be upon him) has said: “Allah, the Mighty, the Glorious, has commanded three
things with which he has associated three other things. He associated payment of zakat along with
prayers such that one who offers prayers, but desists from offering zakat, his prayers are rejected. He
associated gratitude to Him with gratitude towards parents such that one who is grateful to Allah, but
ungrateful to his parents, will be deemed as ungrateful to Allah. He associated righteousness with bonds
of kinship such that one who is righteous, but has severed relations with his kin, will be deemed as not
being righteous.”
Biharul Anwar, Volume 74, Page 77

7. Kindness to Parents

ُعﺮﺳةَ اﺎدﺒ ﻋذْ ﻻ اﻪﺪِ ﺑِﺎﻟﺒ اﻟْﻌﺮِﻓَﺔﻌ ﻣﻦﺴ ﺣﻦ ﻣﻦﺪَﻳاﻟ اﻟْﻮ ﺑِﺮ:( )عﺎدِق اﻟﺼﻗَﺎل
.ﻪ اﻟﻪﺟﻮ ﻟﻦﻴﻤﻠﺴ اﻟْﻤﻦﺪَﻳاﻟ اﻟْﻮِ ﺑِﺮﻦ ﻣﻪ اﻟ رِﺿَﻟﺎ اﺒِﻬﺎﺣﻠُﻮﻏﺎً ﺑِﺼﺑ
Imam as-Sadiq (peace be upon him) has said: “Goodness towards the parents is an indication of a
person’s excellent cognizance of Allah. This is because there is no worship that can take a person

towards the happiness of Allah faster than exhibiting respect towards his Muslim parents for the sake of
Allah.”
Biharul Anwar, Volume 74, pg.77

8. Obedience Towards One’s Parents

ِﺎنﺎﺑ ﺑ ﻟَﻪﺢﺻﺒ اﺪَﻳﻦ اﻟْﻮاَﻟ ﻓﻪﻴﻌﺎً ﻟﻄ ﻣﺢﺻﺒ اﻦ ﻣ:( )صﻪ اﻟﻮلﺳ رﻗَﺎل
.ًﺪااﺣﺪاً ﻓَﻮاﺣﺎنَ ونْ ﻛ ا وﻨﱠﺔ اﻟْﺠﻦﺎنِ ﻣﻔْﺘُﻮﺣﻣ
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his family) said: “One, who follows the orders of Allah
with regards to obeying parents, shall have two doors of Paradise opened up for him. And if there
happens to be only one parent, one door of Paradise shall open up for him.”
Kanzul `Ummal, Volume 16, Page 67

9. The Most Exalted Station

.ّﻴِﻴﻦﻠ ﻋَﻠﻋ ا ﻓﻪِﺑﺮ ﻟ وﺪَﻳﻪاﻟﻮ ﻟﻴﻊﻄﺪُ اﻟْﻤﺒﻟْﻌ ا:( )صﻪ اﻟﻮلﺳ رﻗَﺎل
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his family) has stated: “One who is obedient towards
his parents and his Lord shall be accommodated in the most exalted of places on the Day of Judgment.”
Kanzul `Ummal, Volume 16, Page 467

10. Repayment Of Debts

مﻮ ﻳﻪ اﻟﺜَﻪﻌﻣﺎً ﺑﻐْﺮﺎ ﻣﻤﻨْﻬ ﻋ ﻗَﻀو اﺪَﻳﻪاﻟ وﻦ ﻋﺞ ﺣﻦ ﻣ:( )صﻪﻮلِ اﻟﺳ رﻦﻋ
.ِارﺮﺑ اﻻﻊ ﻣﺔﺎﻣـﻴاﻟْﻘ
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his family) has said: “One who performs Hajj on behalf
of his parents and repays their debts shall be raised by Allah on the Day of Judgement amongst the
righteous ones.”

Kanzul `Ummal, Volume 16, Page 468

11. Pleasing Parents

ﻪﺪَﻳاﻟﺨَﻂَ وَﺳ اﻦ ﻣ وﻪ اﻟﺿر ﻓَﻘَﺪْ اﻪﺪَﻳاﻟ وﺿر اﻦ ﻣ:( )صﻪ اﻟﻮلﺳ رﻗَﺎل
.ﻪﺨَﻂَ اﻟﺳﻓَﻘَﺪَ ا
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his family) said: “One who pleases his parents has
verily pleased Allah, and one who has angered his parents has verily angered Allah.”
Kanzul `Ummal, Volume 16, Page 470

12. Sheltered by the ‘Arsh (Throne) of Allah

ﻼﺟى راذْ ر اﻞ ﺟ وﺰ ﻋﻪﺑ رِﻨَﺎﺟانَ ﻳﺮﻤ ﻋﻦ ﺑﻮﺳﻨَﺎ ﻣﻴ ﺑ ﻗَﺎل:(ﺎدِقِ )ع اﻟﺼﻦﻋ
ﺷُﻚَ؟ﺮ ﻋﻇَﻠﱠﻪﺬَا اﻟﱠﺬِي ﻗَﺪْ ا ﻫﻦ ﻣِبﺎ ر ﻳ: ﻓَﻘَﺎل.ﻞ ﺟ وﺰ ﻋﻪشِ اﻟﺮ ﻋﻞ ﻇﺖﺗَﺤ
.ﺔﻴﻤﺎﻟﻨﱠﻤﺶِ ﺑﻤ ﻳ ﻟَﻢ وﻪﺪَﻳاﻟا ﺑِﻮﺎرﺎنَ ﺑﺬَا ﻛ ﻫ:ﻓَﻘَﺎل
Imam as-Sadiq (peace be upon him) related: “Once when Prophet Musa (peace be upon him) was
engaged in a conversation with his Lord, The Mighty, The Glorious, he observed a person beneath the
`Arsh (Throne) of Allah, whereupon he (peace be upon him) asked: O’ My Lord! Who is this person, who
is being sheltered by Your `Arsh?” Allah replied: “This person had been kind and good towards his
parents and never indulged in slandering (them).”
Biharul Anwar, Volume 74, Page 65

13. Travel and be Good!

.َﻚﻤﺣ رﻞﻨَﺔً ﺻ ﺳﺮﻚَ ﺳﺪَﻳاﻟ وﺮ ﺑﻦﻨَﺘَﻴ ﺳﺮ ﺳ:( )صﻪ اﻟﻮلﺳ رﻗﺎَل
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his family) said: “Travel even for two years to do good
to your parents. Journey (even) for one year to establish bonds of kinship (with your relatives).”
Biharul Anwar, Volume 74, Page 83

14. Increase in Life and Livelihood

ﺒِﺮ ﻓَﻠْـﻴﻪ رِزْﻗ ﻓاددﺰنْ ﻳ ا وهﺮﻤ ﻋﺪﱡ ﻟَﻪﻤنْ ﻳ اﺐﺣ اﻦ ﻣ:( )صﻪ اﻟﻮلﺳ رﻗَﺎل
.ﻪﻤﺣ رﻞﺼ ﻟْـﻴ وﻪﺪَﻳاﻟو
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his family) said: “One who desires a long life and an
increase in livelihood should exhibit goodness towards his parents and establish bonds of kinship (with
his relatives).”
Kanzul `Ummal, Volume 16, Page 475

15. Beneﬁts of Kindness to Parents

َ  ذٌﻟﻞ ﻛﺗَﻴﻦﺮ ﻣ ﻻ وةﺮ ﻣﺮﻠُﻚَ ﻏَﻴﺟ اﺮﻀ ﻗَﺪْ ﺣﺮﺴﻴﺎ ﻣ ﻳ:( )عﻪﺪِ اﻟﺒﻮ ﻋﺑ اﻓَﻘَﺎل
ﻚ
َﺨَﻴﻚ ﺷَﻴﺮِكَ ﻓَﺒِﺮﻤ ﻋ ﻓادﺰنْ ﻳ ﺗُﺮِﻳﺪُ اﻨْﺖنْ ﻛ اﻚَ وﺘاﺑﻚَ ﻗُﺮﻠﱠﺘﺼﻠَﻚَ ﻟﺟ اﻪ اﻟّﺮﺧﻮﻳ
.ﻳﻪﻮﺑ اﻨﻌﻳ
[Hanan Ibn Sudair narrates: “We were in the presence of Imam as-Sadiq (peace be upon him) and
amidst us was Muyassir. During the discussion, the topic of silah rahim (establishing bonds of kinship
with one’s relatives) came to the fore, whereupon] the Imam (peace be upon him), [addressing
Muyassir], said: ‘O’ Muyassir! On several occasions, your end had drawn near, but on each occasion,
Allah delayed your death due to your acts of silah rahim with your relatives. If you desire to have your
life-span increased, exhibit goodness and kindness towards your parents.’”
Biharul Anwar, Volume 74, Page 84

16. First and Foremost: be Good to your Mother

ﻦ ﻣﻪ اﻟﻮلﺳﺎ ر ﻳ: )ص( ﻓَﻘَﺎلِ اﻟﻨﱠﺒَﻟ اﻞﺟ رﺎء ﺟ ﻗَﺎل:( )عﻪﺪِ اﻟﺒ ﻋِﺑ اﻦﻋ
؟ ﻗَﺎلﻦ ﻣ ﺛُﻢ ﻗَﺎل.َﻚﻣ ا؟ ﻗَﺎلﻦ ﻣ ﺛُﻢ ﻗَﺎل.َﻚﻣ ا؟ ﻗَﺎلﻦ ﻣ ﺛُﻢ ﻗَﺎل.َﻚﻣ ا؟ ﻗَﺎلﺮﺑا
.ﺎكَﺑا

Imam as-Sadiq (peace be upon him) relates that once a person approached the Noble Prophet (peace
be upon him and his family) and asked: “O’ Prophet of Allah! Towards whom should I exhibit goodness
and kindness?” The Noble Prophet replied: “Towards your mother.” The man then asked: “And after that
towards whom?” The Noble Prophet again said: “Your Mother.” He asked again: “And then?” Once
again, he replied: “Your mother.” For the fourth time the man asked: “And then?” This time he said:
“(Then towards) Your father.”
Biharul Anwar, Volume 74, Page 49

17. As You Sow so Shall You Reap!

ﻒ اﻟﻨﱞﺎسِ ﺗُﻌﺎءﺴ ﻧﻦﻔﱡﻮا ﻋ ﻋ.ﻢﻛﻨَﺎءﺑ اﻢﻛـﺒِﺮ ﻳﻢﻛﺎءوا آﺑ ﺑِﺮ:( )صﻪﻮلِ اﻟﺳ رﻦﻋ
.ﻢﻛﺎءﺴﻧ
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his family) has said: “Be good towards your parents
and your children will be good towards you. (And) Look upon the womenfolk of others with purity (in
conduct and intention) and your womenfolk will be looked upon with purity.”
Kanzul `Ummal, Volume 16, Page 466

18. The Rights of the Father

ﻪ اﻟﻮلﺳ رﻞﺟ رلﺎ ﺳ: )ع( ﻗَﺎلﻮﺳ ﻣ ﺑﻦﻠ ﻋﻦﺴ اﻟْﺤِﺑ اﻦﻋ

 ﻻ وﻪﺪَﻳ ﻳﻦﻴ ﺑﺸﻤ ﻳ ﻻ وﻪﻤ ﺑِﺎﺳﻴﻪﻤﺴ ﻳ ﻻ:؟ ﻗَﺎلﻟَﺪِه وَﻠﺪِ ﻋاﻟ اﻟْﻮﻖﺎ ﺣ)ص( ﻣ
. ﻟَﻪﺐﺘَﺴﺴ ﻳ ﻻ وﻠَﻪ ﻗَﺒﺲﻠﺠﻳ
Imam ar-Ridha (peace be upon him) narrates that a person once asked the Messenger of Allah (peace
be upon him and his family): “What are the rights of the father upon the son?” The Noble Prophet
replied: “He should not call his father by name, he should not walk ahead of him, he should not sit until
his father has seated himself and he should not do such acts as a result of which people abuse his
father.”
Biharul Anwar, Volume 74, Page 45

19. Worship in Looking

.ٌةﺎدﺒﺎ ﻋﻤﺎً ﻟَﻬﺒ ﺣﻪﺪَﻳاﻟ وَﻟﻟَﺪِ ا اﻟْﻮ ﻧَﻈَﺮ:( )صﻪ اﻟﻮلﺳ رﻗَﺎل
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his family) has said: “The look of a child towards his
parents out of love for them is an act of worship.”
Biharul Anwar, Volume 74, Page 80

20. Meaning of Good Conduct

و ﻞ ﺟ وﺰ ﻋﻪلِ اﻟ ﻗَﻮﻦ )ع( ﻋﻪﺪِ اﻟﺒﺎ ﻋﺑ اﻟْﺖﺎ ﺳ: ﻗَﺎلﻨﱠﺎطدِ اﻟْﺤﻻ وِﺑ اﻦﻋ
نْ ﻻ اﺎ وﻤﺘَﻬﺒﺤ ﺻﻦﺴنْ ﺗُﺤﺎنُ اﺴِﺣ اﻻ:ﺎنُ؟ ﻓَﻘَﺎلﺴِﺣﺬَا اﻻﺎ ﻫﺴﺎﻧﺎً ﻣﺣ اﻦﺪَﻳاﻟﺑِﺎﻟْﻮ
.ﻪﻟَﻴﺎنِ اﺘَﺎﺟﺤﺎ ﻳﻤﺌﺎً ﻣكَ ﺷَﻴﻻﺎﺴنْ ﻳﺎ اﻤّﻔَﻬﻠُﺗ
Abu Wallad al-Hannat narrates that he once asked Imam as-Sadiq (peace be upon him) about the
meaning of the words of Allah (in the Qur’an): “And be good to parents.”1
The Imam (peace be upon him) replied: “Being good to them means to accompany them in a good
manner and never to wait for them to ask you for what they need.”
Biharul Anwar, Volume 74, Page 79

21. Responsibilities Towards One’s Parents

ﻓَﻊ ﺗَﺮ ﻻ و رِﻗﱠﺔ وﺔﻤﺣ ﺑِﺮﻻﺎ اﻬِﻤﻟَﻴ اﻟﻨﱠﻈَﺮِ اﻦﻚَ ﻣﻨَﻴﻴ ﻋﻼ ﺗَﻤ ﻻ:( )عﺎدِق اﻟﺼﻗَﺎل
.ﺎﻤﻬ ﻗُﺪﱠاﻣ ﺗَﺘَﻘَﺪﱠم ﻻﺎ وﺪِﻳﻬِﻤﻳ اقﻚَ ﻓَﻮﺪَﻳ ﻳ ﻻﺎ وﻬِﻤاﺗﻮﺻ اقﺗَﻚَ ﻓَﻮﻮﺻ
Imam as-Sadiq (peace be upon him) has said (in regards to one’s parents): “Do not cast your gaze
upon them except with love and compassion; do not raise your voice above theirs; do not raise your
hands above theirs; do not walk ahead of them.”
Biharul Anwar, Volume 74, Page 79

22. On Behalf of Parents

 ّﻠﺼ ﻳﻦﺘَﻴِﻴ ﻣ وﻦﻴﻴ ﺣﻪﺪَﻳاﻟ وﺮﺒنْ ﻳ اﻢْﻨ ﻣﻞﺟ اﻟﺮﻨَﻊﻤﺎ ﻳ ﻣ:( )عﺎدِق اﻟﺼﻗَﺎل

ﺎ وﻤ ﻟَﻬﻨَﻊﻮنَ اﻟﱠﺬِي ﺻﺎ ﻓَﻴﻤﻨْﻬ ﻋﻮمﺼ ﻳﺎ وﻤﻨْﻬ ﻋﺞﺤ ﻳﺎ وﻤﻨْﻬ ﻋﺪﱠقﺘَﺼ ﻳﺎ وﻤﻨْﻬﻋ
.ًﻴﺮاﺜﺮاً ﻛ ﺧَﻴﻪﻠَﺘ ﺻ وهِ ﺑِﺒِﺮﻞ ﺟ وﺰ ﻋﻪ اﻟﺰِﻳﺪَهﻚَ ﻓَﻴ ذٌﻟﺜْﻞ ﻣﻟَﻪ
Imam as-Sadiq (peace be upon him) had said: “What prevents a person from doing good to his parents
- whether alive or dead - by offering prayers, giving charity, performing Hajj on behalf of them, (knowing
that) the rewards of these acts are also granted to him, in addition to his parents? Besides, due to his
good deeds and prayers (for them), Allah, the Mighty and the Glorious, shall grant him abundant good.”
Biharul Anwar, Volume 74, Page 46

23. Evil Parents And Kindness

ء ادﺔً اﺧْﺼ رﻴﻬِﻦﺪٍ ﻓﺣ ﻞ ﺟ وﺰ ﻋﻪ اﻟﻞﻌﺠ ﻳ ﻟَﻢث ﺛَﻼ:ﻔَﺮٍ )ع( ﻗَﺎلﻌ ﺟِﺑ اﻦﻋ
ﺎﻧَﺎ ﻛﻦﻳﺮ ﺑﻦﺪَﻳاﻟ اﻟْﻮ ﺑِﺮ اﻟْﻔَﺎﺟِﺮِ و وِﺮﻠْﺒﺪِ ﻟﻬ ﺑِﺎﻟْﻌﻓَﺎء اﻟْﻮ اﻟْﻔَﺎﺟِﺮِ و وِﺮ اﻟْﺒَﻟ اﺎﻧَﺔَﻣاﻻ
.ﻦﻳ ﻓَﺎﺟِﺮوا
Imam Muhammad al-Baqir (peace be upon him) has said: “There are three things which Allah, the
Mighty and the Glorious has not permitted anyone to forsake: returning a trust to its owner, irrespective
of whether he is a good person or an evil one; fulﬁlling one’s promises and covenants, irrespective of
whether it has been made to a good person or an evil one; being good and kind towards one’s parents,
irrespective of whether they are good or evil.”
Biharul Anwar, Volume 74, Page 56

24. Polytheist Parents

ﺎﻧَﺎنْ ﻛ ا واﺟِﺐ وﻦﺪَﻳاﻟ اﻟْﻮ ﺑِﺮ و:ﻮنِ ﻗَﺎلﻣﺎ اﻟْﻤَﻟ اﺘَﺎﺑِﻪ ﻛﺎ )ع( ﻓﺿِ اﻟﺮﻦﻋ
.ﻖ اﻟْﺨَﺎﻟﺔﻴﺼﻌ ﻣﺎ ﻓﻤﺔَ ﻟَﻬ ﻃَﺎﻋ ﻻ وﻦﻴﺸْﺮِﻛﻣ

In a letter to Ma`mun, Imam ar-Ridha (peace be upon him) wrote: “To do good to one’s parents is
obligatory, even if they are of the polytheists, however, they should not be obeyed in acts that go against
the commands of Allah.”
Biharul Anwar, Volume 74, Page 72

25. Visiting the Graves of Parents

ﻪ اﻟةً ﻏَﻔَﺮﺮ ﻣﺔﻌﻤ ﺟﻞ ﻛﺎ ﻓﻤﺪِﻫﺣ او اﺪَﻳﻪاﻟ وﺮ ﻗَﺒ زَارﻦ ﻣ:( )صﻪ اﻟﻮلﺳ رﻗَﺎل
.اﺎر ﺑ ﻟَﻪﺘَﺐ ﻛ وﻟَﻪ
It has been narrated that the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his family) said: “Whoever
visits the graves of his parents or one of them every Friday, Allah shall forgive his sins and shall regard
him to be of those who had been kind to his parents.”
Kanzul `Ummal, Volume 16, Page 468

26. Kindness to Parents and Paradise

 وﻨﱠﺔ اﻟْﺠَﻠ ﻋﺮ اﻗْﺘَﺼاً وﺎر ﺑﻦ )ص( ﻛﻪ اﻟﻮلﺳ ر ﻗَﺎل: )ع( ﻗَﺎلﻦﺴ اﻟْﺤِﺑ اﻦﻋ
.ِ اﻟﻨﱠﺎرَﻠ ﻋﺮﺎﻗّﺎً ﻓَﻈّﺎً ﻓَﺎﻗْﺘَﺼ ﻋﻨْﺖنْ ﻛا
Imam ar-Ridha (peace be upon him) relates that the Noble Prophet (peace be upon him and his family)
has said: “Be good and kind to your parents so that your recompense is paradise, and if you have been
disowned by them, your abode shall be the ﬁre (of Hell).”
Al-Kaﬁ, Volume 2, page 348

27. A Stern Look

َﻧد اﻦ ﻣﻮ ﻫ وﻨْﻪ ﻋٍ ﻟَﻨَﻬف اﻦ ﻣَﻧدﺌﺎً ا ﺷَﻴﻪ اﻟﻢﻠ ﻋ ﻟَﻮ: )ع( ﻗَﺎلﻪﺪِ اﻟﺒ ﻋِﺑ اﻦﻋ
.ﺎﻬِﻤﻟَﻴ اﺪﱠ اﻟﻨﱠﻈَﺮﺤ ﻓَﻴﻪﺪَﻳاﻟ وَﻟ اﻞﺟ اﻟﺮﻨْﻈُﺮنْ ﻳﻘُﻮقِ ا اﻟْﻌﻦ ﻣﻘُﻮقِ واﻟْﻌ
Imam as-Sadiq (peace be upon him) has said: “Had Allah known of a thing more trivial and insigniﬁcant

than the word ‘ugh’, he would have forbidden it (to be spoken to the parents). Uttering ‘ugh’ (to the
parents) is the mildest form of ill conduct towards the parents. One of the ways in which a person can be
regarded as being disowned by the parents is that he casts a hard and stern look upon them.”
Al-Kaﬁ, Volume 4, Page 50

28. A Hateful Look

 ﻟَﻢﺎنِ ﻟَﻪﻤﺎ ﻇَﺎﻟﻤ ﻫﺖٍ وﺎﻗ ﻣ ﻧَﻈَﺮﻪﻳﻮﺑ اَﻟ ا ﻧَﻈَﺮﻦ ﻣ: )ع( ﻗَﺎلﻪﺪِ اﻟﺒ ﻋِﺑ اﻦﻋ
.ًةﻼ ﺻ ﻟَﻪﻪ اﻟﻞﻘْﺒﻳ
Imam as-Sadiq (peace be upon him) has said: “Allah shall not accept the prayers of a person who looks
at his parents with hatred, even if they have been unfair to him!”
Al-Kaﬁ, Volume 4, Page 50

29. Making the Parents Sad

.ﺎﻤﻘﱠﻬ ﻓَﻘَﺪْ ﻋﻪﺪَﻳاﻟنَ وﺰﺣ اﻦ ﻣ:( )عﻴﻦﻨﻣﻮ اﻟْﻤﻴـﺮﻣ اﻗَﺎل
The Commander of the Faithful (peace be upon him) has said: “One who causes his parents to become
sad has indeed been disowned by them.”
Biharul Anwar, Volume 74, Page 64

30. The Imam’s Displeasure

ﺘﱠ ﻣﻦﺑ اﻻ وﺸﻤ ﻳﻨُﻪ اﺑﻪﻌ ﻣ وﻞﺟ رَﻟ ا ﻧَﻈَﺮِﺑنﱠ ا ا:ﻔَﺮٍ )ع( ﻗَﺎلﻌ ﺟِﺑﻋﻦ ا
.ﺎ اﻟﺪﱡﻧْﻴق ﻓَﺎرﺘﱠ ﺣﻘْﺘﺎً ﻟَﻪ )ع( ﻣِﺑ اﻪﻠﱠﻤﺎ ﻛ ﻓَﻤَبِ ﻗَﺎل اﻻاع ذِرَﻠﻋ
Imam Muhammad al-Baqir (peace be upon him) relates: “Once my father saw a person and his son
walking together. As they walked, the son was leaning against the arm of his father. (This act of the son
was so abhorrent and infuriating to my father that) he (peace be upon him) never spoke to him
throughout his life.”

Biharul Anwar, Volume 74, Page 64

31. Quarrelling with One’s Father

. اﻟْﻐَﺮِﻳـﻢﻠْﻄَﺎنُ و اﻟﺴﺪُ واﻟ اﻟْﻮ ذَلﻢﺎزَﻫ ﻋﻦﺛَﺔٌ ﻣ ﺛَﻼ:( )عﻪﺪِ اﻟﺒﻮ ﻋﺑ اﻗَﺎل
Imam as-Sadiq (peace be upon him) said: “There are three individuals that whoever argues with them
shall suffer humiliation and disgrace: one’s father; a (just) ruler; and one in debt.”
Biharul Anwar, Volume 74, Page 71

32. Fragrance of Paradise

ُﺪ ﺗُﻮﺟﻨﱠﺔ اﻟْﺠنﱠ رِﻳﺢ ﻓَﺎﻦﺪَﻳاﻟ اﻟْﻮﻘُﻮق ﻋ وﻢﺎﻛﻳ ا: ﻟَﻪمﻼ ﻛ )ص( ﻓﻪ اﻟﻮلﺳ رﻗَﺎل
.ﻢﺣ رﻊ ﻗَﺎﻃ ﻻ وﺎقﺎ ﻋﺠِﺪُﻫ ﻳ ﻻ وﺎمﻟْﻒِ ﻋ اةﻴﺮﺴ ﻣﻦﻣ
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his family) has said: “Beware of become disowned by
your parents, for verily the fragrance of paradise which can be smelt from a distance of a thousand
years, shall never reach the nostrils of one who has been disowned by his parents and one who has
severed the bonds of kinship (with his relatives).”
Biharul Anwar, Volume 74, Page 62

33. No Entry into Paradise!

ُﻨﱠﺎن اﻟْﻤﺮِ و اﻟْﺨَﻤﻦﺪْﻣ اﻟْﻤ وﺪَﻳﻪاﻟﻮ ﻟﺎقﻨﱠﺔَ اﻟْﻌ اﻟْﺠﺪْﺧُﻞ ﻳ ﻻ:ﺎدِقِ )ع( ﻗﺎَل اﻟﺼﻦﻋ
.ﻠَﻪﻤذَا ﻋﺮِ اﺎلِ اﻟْﺨَﻴﻓْﻌﺑِﺎ
Imam as-Sadiq (peace be upon him) has said: “The person who has been disowned by his parents, one
who consumes intoxicants and one who does acts of goodness towards others but imposes obligations
upon them shall never enter into Paradise.”
Biharul Anwar, Volume 74, Page 74

34. Allah Shall Not Exhibit Mercy Upon Them!

ﺬِّب ﻣﻨﱠﺎنٌ و ﻣ وﺎق ﻋﺔﺎﻣﻴ اﻟْﻘمﻮ ﻳﻬِﻢﻟَﻴ اﻪ اﻟﻨْﻈُﺮ ﻳﺔٌ ﻻﻌﺑر ا:( )صﻪ اﻟﻮلﺳ رﻗَﺎل
.ٍﺮ ﺧَﻤﻦﺪْﻣ ﻣﺑِﺎﻟْﻘَﺪَرِ و
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his family) has stated: “On the Day of Judgment there
shall be four groups of people upon whom Allah shall not cast His look of mercy: those who have been
disowned by their parents, those who place obligations upon others after doing good to them, those who
reject the concept of fate and destiny and the one who consumes intoxicants.”
Biharul Anwar, Volume 74, Page 71

35. Chastisement in This World

ةﺮﺧ اﻻَﻟ اﺧﱠﺮ ﺗُﻮ ﻻﺎ وﺘُﻬﻘُﻮ ﺑ ﻋﻞﺠ اﻟﺬﱡﻧُﻮبِ ﺗُﻌﻦﺛَﺔٌ ﻣ ﺛَﻼ:( )صﻪ اﻟﻮلﺳ رﻗَﺎل
.ِﺎنﺴِﺣ اﻻﻔْﺮ ﻛ اﻟﻨﱠﺎسِ وَﻠ ﻋْﻐ اﻟْﺒ وﻦﺪَﻳاﻟ اﻟْﻮﻘُﻮقﻋ
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his family) has stated: “There are three sins, the
punishments of which are hastened and not deferred for the hereafter: disownment by one’s parents,
committing oppression upon the people, and ingratitude with respect to kindness.”
Biharul Anwar, Volume 74, Page 74

36. The Grave Sin

.ﺪَﻳﻦاﻟ اﻟْﻮﻘُﻮق ﻋاءﻮ اﻟْﻬ ﺗَﻈْـﻠُﻢ اﻟﱠﺘﻟﺬﱡﻧُﻮب ا: )ع( ﻗَﺎلﻪﺪِ اﻟﺒ ﻋِﺑ اﻦﻋ
Imam as-Sadiq (peace be upon him) has said: “A sin that darkens the skies is being disowned by one’s
parents.”
Biharul Anwar, Volume 74, Page 74

37. Wretchedness

ًﺎﻴﺼ ﻋﺎق اﻟْﻌﻞﻌ ﺟﻪنﱠ اﻟ ِﺮﺎﺋﺒْ اﻟﻦ ﻣﻦﺪَﻳاﻟ اﻟْﻮﻘُﻮق ﻋ:ﺎدِقِ )ع( ﻗَﺎل اﻟﺼﻦﻋ
.ًﺎﻴﺷَﻘ
Imam as-Sadiq (peace be upon him) has stated: “Becoming disowned by one’s parents is one of the
Great Sins. This is because Allah, the Mighty and the Glorious, has termed such a person disobedient
and wretched.”
Biharul Anwar, Volume 74, Page 74

38. Perdition

ﻻ  ﻗُﻞ ﻟَﻪ: ﻓَﻘَﺎلﻪﻓَﺎﺗﻨْﺪَ وﺎً ﻋ ﺷَﺎﺑﺮﻀ )ص( ﺣﻪ اﻟﻮلﺳنﱠ ر )ع( اﻪﺪِ اﻟﺒ ﻋِﺑ اﻦﻋ
:؟ ﻗَﺎﻟَﺖمﺬَا اﻬ ﻟﻞ ﻫ:ﻪﺳاﻨْﺪَ ر ﻋةاﺮﻣ  ﻓَﻘَﺎل.ًاراﺮ ﻣﺎﻧُﻪﺴ ﻟﻞﺘُﻘ ﻓَﺎﻋ: ﻗَﺎل.ﻪ اﻟﻻ اﻟَﻪا
.ﺞﺠ ﺣِﺖﻨْﺬُ ﺳ ﻣﺘُﻪﻠﱠﻤﺎ ﻛ ﻣﻢ ﻧَﻌ:؟ ﻗَﺎﻟَﺖﻪﻠَﻴﻧْﺖِ[ ﻋﻄَﺔٌ ]اﺎﺧﻓَﺴ ا: ﻗَﺎل.ﻪﻣﻧَﺎ ا اﻢﻧَﻌ
 ﻟَﻪ ﻓَﻘَﺎل.ﻪ اﻟﻮلﺳﺎ ر ﻳﻨْﻪﺎكَ ﻋ ﺑِﺮِﺿﻨْﻪ ﻋﻪ اﻟﺿ ر: ﻗَﺎﻟَﺖ.ﻨْﻪ ﻋﺿ ار:ﺎ ﻟَﻬﻗَﺎل
. ﻃَﻔَﺎﺎ ﺛُﻢ ﻓَﻘَﺎﻟَﻬ ﻗَﺎل.ﻪ اﻟﻻ اﻟَﻪ ا ﻻ ﻗُﻞ:( )صﻪ اﻟﻮلﺳر
Imam as-Sadiq (peace be upon him) relates: “Once, the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and
his family) approached a youth who was on the verge of dying, and said to him: “Say ‘There is no God
except Allah.’ But the youth’s tongue appeared to be tied and he was unable utter the words. When this
took place several times, the Prophet said to a lady standing near the youth’s head: “Does this youth
have a mother?” The lady replied: “Yes, I am his mother.” The Prophet asked her: “Are you angry with
him?” She confessed: “Yes. I have not spoken to him for the last six years.” Hearing this, he said to her:
“Be pleased with him.” She agreed and said: “O’ Prophet of Allah! For the sake of your pleasure, may
Allah be pleased with him.” (Then, turning to the youth) he said: “Say ‘There is no God, except Allah’).
(This time) the youth was able to recite the words and shortly afterwards, his soul departed his body.”
Biharul Anwar, Volume 74, Page 75

39. Acts without Beneﬁts

ِﺎرﻠْﺒ ﻟﻘَﺎل ﻳ ﻟَﻚَ وﺮﻏْﻔ ا ﻻّﻧ ﻓَﺎﺖﯩﺎ ﺷ ﻣﻞﻤﻋ اِﺎقﻠْﻌ ﻟﻘَﺎل ﻳ:( )صﻪ اﻟﻮلﺳ رﻗَﺎل
.َ ﻟَﻚﺮﻏْﻔﺎ ﺳّﻧ ﻓَﺎﺖﯩﺎ ﺷ ﻣﻞﻤﻋا
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his family) has said: “One who has been disowned by
his parents is told: ‘Act as you please, for I shall not forgive you.’ Whereas one who is good towards his
parents is told, ‘Act as you please. I will be forgiving towards you.’”
Biharul Anwar, Volume 74, Page 80

40. Forgiveness of Sins

ﺎ ﻣﻪ اﻟﻮلﺳﺎ ر ﻳ )ص( ﻓَﻘَﺎلِ اﻟﻨﱠﺒﻟـ اﻞﺟ رﺎء ﺟ: )ع( ﻗَﺎلﻴﻦﺴ اﻟْﺤﻦ ﺑﻠ ﻋﻦﻋ
ﻦ ﻣﻞ )ص( ﻓَﻬﻪ اﻟﻮلﺳ ر ﻟَﻪ؟ ﻓَﻘَﺎلﺔﺑ ﺗَﻮﻦ ﻣ ﻟﻞ ﻓَﻬﻠْﺘُﻪﻤ ﻗَﺪْ ﻋﻻ ا ﻗَﺒِﻴﺢﻞﻤ ﻋﻦﻣ
ﻪ اﻟﻮلﺳ ر ﻗَﺎلﻟﱠﺎ و ﻓَﻠَﻤ ﻗَﺎل.ه ﻓَﺒِﺮﺐ ﻓَﺎذْﻫ ﻗَﺎل.ِﺑ ا؟ ﻗَﺎلﺪٌ ﺣﺣﺪَﻳﻚْ ااﻟو
.ﻪﻣ اﺎﻧَﺖ ﻛ ﻟَﻮ:()ص
Imam Zainul `Abidin (peace be upon him) relates: “Once a person approached the Messenger of Allah
(peace be upon him and his family) and said: ‘O’ Prophet of Allah! I have committed every known evil
act. Is there a chance that I may be forgiven?’ The Messenger of Allah asked him: ‘Are any of your
parents still alive?’ The man replied: ‘My father.’ He said to him: ‘Go and be good and kind to him.’
When he left, the Messenger of Allah muttered: ‘If only his mother had been alive.’”
Biharul Anwar, Volume 74, Page 82
1. Al-Qur’an, Suratul Baqarah (2), Verse 83
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