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Cardinal Numbers
215. How many types of numbers are there?
216. What is a cardinal number?
217. How many foundational cardinal numbers are there?
218. How many types of cardinal numbers are there?
219. What is the rule regarding a single number?
220. What is the rule regarding a compound number?
221. What is the rule regarding a decimal number?
222. What is the rule regarding a coupled number?
223. What is the rule of the number in regards to its vowel sign?
224. What is the rule of the noun after the number in regards to its vowel sign?
215. There are two types of numbers: cardinal and ordinal.
216. A cardinal number is a noun that indicates the amount of a countable thing. For example: أرﺑﻌﺔ أوﻻد
(four children)
217. There are twelve foundational cardinal numbers: ﺪ( واﺣone), ( إﺛﻨﺎنtwo), ( ﺛَﻼﺛَﺔthree), ﺔ( أرﺑﻌfour),
ﺔ( ﺧَﻤﺴﬁve), ﺘﱠﺔ( ﺳsix), ﺔﺒﻌ( ﺳseven), ﺔ( ﺛﻤﺎﻧﯿeight), ﺔﺴﻌ( ﺗnine), ةﺸﺮ( ﻋten), ﺔ( ﻣﺎﯨhundred), and أﻟﻒ
(thousand).
218. There are four types of cardinal numbers:
• Single: from one to ten, including a hundred and a thousand.
• Compound: from eleven to nineteen.

• Decimal: from twenty until ninety.
• Coupled: from twenty-one until ninety-nine.
219. The rules relating single numbers are:
• One and two: they are masculine when the numbered object is masculine and feminine when the
numbered object is feminine. For example: ٌ واﺣﺪ( رﺟﻞone man) and ٌأةٌ واﺣﺪة( إﻣﺮone woman).
• From three to ten: they are feminine when the numbered object is masculine and masculine when the
numbered object is feminine. For example:ٍِ ﺛَﻼﺛَﺔُ أوﻻدthree boys) and ٍ واﻟﺪات( ﺛَﻼثthree girls).
• A hundred and a thousand: they remain the same regardless if the numbered object is masculine or
feminine. For example: ( ﻣﺎﺋﺔُ ﺻﺒa hundred boys) and ( ﻣﺎﺋﺔ ﻓﺘﺎةa hundred girls).
220. The rule regarding compound numbers is that the ﬁrst part of the number follows the rules for single
numbers and the second part follows the numbered object in gender. For example: ًﺪَدا ﻋﺸَﺮ( ﻋeleven
numbers) and ًﯿﺘﺎ ﺑﺸَﺮﺔ ﻋ( ﺧَﻤﺴﬁfteen houses).
221. The rule regarding decimal numbers is that they remain the same regardless of the gender of the
numbered object. For example: ﻼﺟﺸﺮونَ ر( ﻋtwenty men) and ًةﺸﺮونَ اﻣﺮ(ﻋtwenty women).
222. The rule regarding coupled numbers is that the ﬁrst part of the number follows the rules for single
numbers and the second part remains the same regardless of the gender of the numbered object. For
example: ﺛﻨﺎن و ﻋﺸﺮون ا,واﺣﺪ و ﻋﺸﺮون, and  ﺛﻼﺛﺔٌ و ﻋﺸﺮونfor masculine objects and  اﺛﻨﺘﺎن و,واﺣﺪة و ﻋﺸﺮون
 ﻋﺸﺮونand  و ﻋﺸﺮون ﺛﻼثfor feminine objects.
223. The rules of numbers in respect to vowel signs are:
• Two: follows the rules regarding dual forms. For example:  اﺛﻨﺎنand ( اﺛﻨَﯿﻦtwo masculine) and  اﺛﻨﺘﺎنand
( اﺛﻨﺘَﯿﻦtwo feminine).
• Decimal: follows the rules of sound masculine plurals. For example: ﺸﺮون ﻋand ﺸﺮﯾﻦ( ﻋtwenty).
• Compound: The ﬁrst part of the number is indeclinable with a fathah. For example: ﻼﺟ رﺸَﺮﺪَ ﻋ أﺣﻠَﺲﺟ
ًﺮﺳﯿﺎ ﮐﺮﺴﺪَ ﻋ أﺣ( ﻋﻠeleven men sat on eleven chairs).
• The rest of the numbers: follow the rules regarding other nouns. For example: َ أرﺑﻌﺔ ﺛﻼﺛﺔٌ ﺣﺎﻣﻠﯿﻦ رﺟﺎلﺟﺎء
ٍﺘُﺐ( ﮐthree men came carrying four books).
224. The rules of the numbered object are:
• From three until ten: the numbered object is plural in the genitive state. For example: ٍ ﺛﻼﺛﺔٌ أوﻻدﺟﺎء
(three boys came).

• From a hundred to a thousand: the numbered object is singular and in the genitive state. For example:
ٍ ﻣﺌﺔُ وﻟﺪ( ﺟﺎءa hundred boys came).
• From eleven to ninety-nine: the numbered object is singular and in the accusative state. For example:
ًادا وﺸَﺮ أرﺑﻌﺔَ ﻋ( ﺟﺎءfourteen boys came).
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